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​ Author’s Note:

These fictional stories chronicle the
romantic, usually erotic, and almost always humorous, adventures of
Tilly and Elmer, a Midwestern couple in their late sixties. They’ve
been married for close to fifty years, and would appear to the
casual observer to be the definition of an “old married couple”.
But while they ARE a couple, AND married, they don’t consider
themselves OLD. In fact, they still feel like teenagers most of the
time, although sometimes events remind them that they aren’t quite
as athletic, skinny, or flexible, as they were five decades ago. No
matter. They try to recapture their youth anyway; and when they
can’t quite recapture it, they at least give it a good chase.

In this series, Tilly and Elmer FlashbackX,
they remember their high school dating years, from their first date
to the night they finally go "all the way". You may find these
stories sounding a little familiar as Tilly and Elmer reveal the
clumsy interactions, the shocking miscommunication, and the
catastrophes that seem funny in retrospect, as well as the
surprising delights and breathtaking pleasures of learning about
sex and falling hopelessly in love.

I’m primarily a visual artist and began
writing these stories almost by accident, so it was natural for me
to add illustrations to accompany the text. Tilly is a little shy
about some of the illustrations, but Elmer is often turned on by
them, although he doesn’t mention this to Tilly.

I hope you enjoy Tilly and Elmer’s company as
much as I do; if you do, you’ll be happy to know this episode is
part of a series.
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Elmer groaned as he reached over and flailed
at the alarm clock, hitting the snooze button on the third try.

“Morning already?” Tilly asked
rhetorically.

“I’m afraid so,” said Elmer as he slowly
tested his muscles to see if they had survived the night well
enough to get him out of bed. He eased himself to a sitting
position, considered lying back down for a moment, then pushed
himself vertical distributing the effort between his arms and legs.
By the time he had showered and brushed his teeth he felt almost
ready to get started on the day, especially since it was beautiful
outside.

“Aren’t you riding into town with me this
morning to get your hair done?” he asked the still prone Tilly,
without enthusiasm.

“Yes.”

“Your hair looks fine to me,” said Elmer,
not looking at her.

“That’s because you never notice it. It’s
a mess. One of these days, you’ll take a look at it and I don’t
want you to be shocked,” she said, a little sharply. This was a
small ongoing disagreement between them. Elmer thought spending
forty dollars to have one’s hair rearranged was a waste of money,
but he knew that if it ever flared into a real argument, he would
have no defense for Tilly’s rejoinder about the money he spent on
tools that rested unused in his workshop, so he never did more than
grumble mildly about it.

The drive to town was uneventful. Elmer
dropped Tilly off at Claire’s Hair Affair, then drove the two
blocks to Pearl’s Main Street Diner to have coffee with his buddies
as he did most mornings. Molly, Pearl’s eighteen-year-old waitress,
poured Elmer a cup of coffee as he entered, while putting a human
face on the meaning of boredom.

As it occasionally did, the conversation
among the sexagenarians at the “geezer’s table” turned to
complaints about their wives. With the exception of Jack, all the
geezers had been married for decades, for better or worse. Jack
usually didn’t have much to say when this theme took hold of the
conversation. He was divorced and it was common knowledge had
several “girlfriends” in town, if women in their fifties and
sixties qualified as “girls”. Elmer and the others didn’t know
whether to envy Jack or feel sorry for him so they didn’t usually
take the conversation in that direction, except for an occasional
joke or expression of overstated sympathy whenever Jack began
complaining about the complications of his lifestyle. Everyone at
the table knew their complaints were trivial; if anyone had had a
real complaint about their spouse they would have kept it to
themselves. Still they enjoyed the game, just as Tilly and the
girls at Claire’s enjoyed a similar repartee, with perhaps more
reason for complaint, about their husbands.
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