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The Detroit Institute of Art, with a collection valued at over 8 billion dollars and 100 galleries of art from around the world was the home away from home for Betsy Kemp Thompson from the time she could ride the bus alone and on into adulthood. The DIA is among the most visited art museums in the world, especially by Betsy.

[image: ]

Every Saturday for years ~ some 500 trips ~ Betsy went to the DIA and spent all day meticulously studying the 8’-and-10’ tall oil portraits, scrutinizing the paintings by world-renowned artists, and studying landscapes covering entire walls in both galleries and massive hallways.

As an adult, she hosted a television show in Nashville, Tennessee ~ A Brush with Art ~ teaching watercolor methods.

Some of her many watercolors are for sale on her website at https://watercolorsbybetsy.wordpress.com

She has resided in Nashville for nearly forty years, where she and her husband, Sam (the love of her life) have spoiled three children and numerous grandchildren. They have done inner-city work together in Nashville for thirty-eight years. 
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Read this First
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This second of the trilogy, Touching God, provides a daily short saying from the ancient sheik, Job, from King David’s psalms, and from his son King Solomon’s Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. Job lived some thousand years before David and Solomon; yet we see the same wisdom of God shines forth in every millennium of mankind. 

Since it is illegal to copy long passages of modern translations, I spent many hours carefully paraphrasing all the “Wisdom Literature” taken from the King James Translation which is not copyrighted.  I updated the vocabulary used in 1611 Middle English to modern words. We no longer say thee, thou, hast, knowest, so those words all had to be modernized. Middle English vocabulary was sometimes different also. For example, “froward” does not mean to go ahead; it means difficult.  In 1611, words were spelled much differently, many letters of the alphabet shaped much differently, and numerous commas were inserted every few words. Their sentences were often in reverse order. For example, the text would read, “I beheld not the moon,” and I reversed it to “I did not see the moon.” We, today, have great difficulty reading English written four hundred years ago.  Here is an example:
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“In the beginning God created the Heauen, and the Earthe.

And the earthe was without forme, and voyd; and darkeneſſe was vpon the face of the deepe: and the Spirit of God mooued vpon the face of the waters.  And God ſaid, Let there bee light: and there was light. And God ſaw the light, that it was goode: and God diuided the light from the darkeneſſe.  And God called the light, Daye, and the darkneſſe he called Nighte:. and the euening and the morning were the firſt daye.”
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January 1

Proverbs ~ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (1:7)

Job ~ And Job said, “Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked will I return to him.  The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed is the name of the Lord. (1:21)

January 2

Proverbs ~ They hated knowledge, and did not choose respect for the Lord: They wanted none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.  Therefore, will they eat the fruit of their own evil way and be filled with their own devices. (1:29-31)

Job ~ Then Job answered and said, How can a man be justified with God? If he will demand answers of him, he cannot answer God one question in a thousand. (9:1-3)

January 3

Proverbs ~ My child, if you will receive my words, and hide my commandments in your heart; then listen to wisdom, and apply your heart to understand it. (2:1-2)

Job ~ To him who is afflicted, pity should be shown him by his friend, even if he no longer fears the Almighty. (6:14)

January 4

Proverbs ~ If you cry for knowledge and lift up your words with understanding, if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures, then you will understand respect for the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. (2:3-5)

Job ~ God is wise in heart and mighty in strength. Can anyone who hardens himself against him prosper? (9:1-4)

January 5

Proverbs ~ The Lord gives wisdom and out of his mouth comes knowledge and understanding.  He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a shield to those who walk uprightly. He keeps the paths of right living, and preserves the way of his saints. Then you will understand righteousness, and right living, and fairness ~ every good path. (2:6-9)

Job ~ God removes the mountains and they do not know who overturned them in his anger.  God shakes the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. God commands the sun and it does not rise and he seals closed the stars. He alone spreads out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea. He makes Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the empty space of the south. (9:5-8)

January 6

Proverbs ~ When wisdom enters your heart and knowledge is pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you. Understanding will keep you to deliver you from the way of evil people, from those who speak arrogant things. They leave the paths of right to walk in the ways of darkness.  (2:10-13)

Job ~ God does great things past finding out and wonders without number. He can pass by me and I do not see him. He can go on ahead, but I do not perceive him.  (9:9-11)

January 7

Proverbs ~ Walk in the way of good men and stay on the paths of the righteous.  For the upright will continue to live and the perfect will remain.  But the wicked will be cut off from the earth and the transgressors will be rooted out of the soil of life. (2:20-22)

Job ~ Now the days of my life are swifter than a racer. They flee away and see no good. They are passed away as the swift ships, as the eagle that sweeps down to its prey. (9:25-26)

January 8

Proverbs ~ My child, forget not my law. Always let your heart keep my commandments. For with length of days, long life, and peace they will reward you. (3:1-2)

Job ~ Lord, you have clothed me with skin and flesh and have fenced me with bones and sinews. You have granted me life and favor and your favor has preserved my spirit.  (10:11-12)

January 9

Proverbs ~ Do not allow mercy and truth to leave you. Hang them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will find favor and good understanding in the sight of both God and people. (3:3-4)

Job - With God is wisdom and strength, counsel and understanding.  He breaks down and it cannot be built again. He imprisons and there is no opening. He withholds the waters and they dry up, then he sends them out and they flood the earth.  With him is strength and wisdom. Governors he makes incompetent and he makes judges fools. He loosens the chains of kings and endows them with strength. He leads princes away shaken and overthrows the mighty. He removes the speech of the trusty, and takes away the understanding of the aged. He pours contempt upon princes, and weakens the strength of the mighty. He discovers deep things out of darkness, and brings out to light the shadow of death. He makes nations great and then destroys them. He enlarges the nations and crushes them again. He takes away the heart of the emperors of the people on the earth and causes them to wander in a wilderness where there is no road out. He makes them grope in the dark without light and stagger like a drunken man. (10:13-25)

January 10

Proverbs ~ Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge God, and he will direct your paths. (3:5-6)

Job ~ Does not the ear interpret words and the mouth taste his meat?  With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.  (12:11-12)

January 11

Proverbs ~ Be not wise in your own eyes. Hear the Lord, and depart from evil.  It will be health to your lungs, and marrow to your bones.  (3:7-8)

Job ~ With God is wisdom and strength, counsel and understanding.  He breaks down and it cannot be built again. He imprisons a man and there can be no release.  He withholds the waters, and they dry up; then he sends them out, and they devastate the earth. With him is strength and wisdom. The deceived and the deceiver are his. He leads counsellors away unheeded and makes the judges fools. He loosens the bond of kings and returns their power to them. He leads princes away denied their thrown and overthrows the mighty. He removes wise words of the trusted and takes away the understanding of the aged. He pours contempt on princes and weakens the strength of the mighty. He discovers deep things out of darkness and brings out to light the shadow of death. He increases the nations, and destroys them: he enlarges the nations, and brings disaster on them again.  (12:13-23)

January 12

Proverbs ~ My child, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, neither be weary of his correction.  For whom the Lord loves he corrects just as a father the child in whom he delights. (3:11-12)

Job ~ Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him. Still, I will defend my ways before him. He always will be my salvation.  (13:15-16a)

January 13

Proverbs ~ Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding.  For possession of it is better than silver and gain of it more valuable than fine gold. Wisdom is more precious than rubies. All the things you could ever want cannot to be compared to her.  (3:13-15)

Job ~ Man who is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth out of the womb like a flower and then is cut down. He flees as a shadow and then dies.  (14:1-2)

January 14

Proverbs ~ Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peaceful. She is a tree of life to those who hold on to her. Happy is everyone who keeps her. (3:17-18)

Job ~ There is hope for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again and that the tender branch on it will not die. Though the root grows old in the earth and dies in the ground.  Yet, at just the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. (14:7-9)

January 15

Proverbs ~ The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens. By his knowledge oceans were divided up, and the clouds trickle down drops of dew. (3:19-20)

Job ~ If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my appointed time on earth I will wait until my change comes. You will call me and I will answer.  You will desire the one you created by the work of your hands. (14:14-15)

January 16

Proverbs ~ My child, do not let wisdom, understanding, and knowledge depart from your eyes. Guide your life with sound wisdom and discretion. They will be life to your soul and grace to your spirit.  Then you will walk through life safely, and your foot will not stumble.  When you lie down, you will not be afraid and your sleep will be sweet. (3:21-24)

Job ~ The righteous will continue on their way without interruption and he who has clean hands will be stronger and stronger.  (17:9)

January 17

Proverbs ~ Do not be afraid of sudden fear or of destruction by the wicked when it comes. For the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from falling. (3:25-26)

Job ~ Oh, that my words were now written! Oh, that they were in a book and even engraved with an iron pen in a stone tablet forever! For I know that my redeemer lives and that he will stand someday on the earth. After worms destroy this body, in my flesh  will see God in person.  My eyes will behold him for myself.  (19:23-27a)

January 18

Proverbs ~ Do not withhold good from those who deserve it when it is in your power to do so.  Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give,” when you have what they need right then. (3:27-28)

Job ~ I go forward, but God is not there and backward, but I cannot see him, on the left side where he works, but I cannot find him. He hides himself on the right side where I cannot see him. But he knows the way that I take. When he has tried me, I will come forth as gold. (23:8-10)

January 19

Proverbs ~ Do not plan evil against your neighbors since they dwell securely by you.  Strive not with a man without cause if he has done you no harm. (3:29-30)

Job ~ My feet have followed his steps. His way have I kept and I have not wandered away. I have not gone back from the commandment of his lips. I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my needed food. He is of one mind and who can change him? What his soul desires, that he does.  (23:11-13)

January 20

Proverbs ~ Surely the Lord scorns the scorners but he gives grace to the lowly.  The wise will inherit glory but shame will be the inheritance of fools. (3:24-35)

Job ~ He stretches out the north over the empty place and hangs the earth upon nothing. He binds up the waters in his thick clouds and they do not break under their weight. He holds back the sight of the moon and spreads his cloud on it. (26:7-9)

January 21

Proverbs ~ Get wisdom, get understanding and forget it not, neither turn from the words of my mouth.  Forsake not wisdom, and she will preserve you. Love her, and she will protect you. (4:5-6)

Job ~ He has compassed the waters with bounds until the day and night come to an end. The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. He divides the sea with his power and by his wisdom he strikes down the proud. By his spirit he makes the sky fair. His hand forms the crooked serpent. These are just part of his ways but how little we hear directly from him. The thunder of his power who can understand?  (26:10-14)

January 22

Proverbs ~ Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom, and with all your getting get understanding.  Exalt her, and she will promote you. She will bring you honor when you embrace her.  She will give your head a crown of grace; a crown of glory will she deliver to you. (4:7-9)

Job ~ 3 All the while my breath is in me and the spirit of God is in my nostrils, my lips will not speak wickedness nor my tongue utter deceit. God forbid that I should justify deceivers. Till I die, I will not remove my integrity from me. My righteousness I hold on to and will not let it go. My heart will not betray me as long as I live.  (27:3-6)

January 23

Proverbs ~ Hear, O my child, and receive my sayings so the years of your life will be many.  I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in right paths.  When you walk, your steps will not be hard; and when you run, you will not stumble. Take hold of instruction; do not let her go. Keep her, for she is your life. (4:10-13)

Job ~ What is the hope of the hypocrite who has gained approval by people when God takes away his soul?  Will God hear his cry when trouble comes on him? Will he please the Almighty? Will he always be loyal to God?  (27:8-10)

January 24

Proverbs ~ Do not enter into the path of the wicked, and do not go in the way of evil people. Avoid it, do not pass near it, turn from it, and leave it. For they do not sleep until they have done mischief. They cannot sleep until they have caused someone to fall. For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. (4:14-17)

Job ~ Surely there is a vein for the silver and a place for gold where they refine it. Iron is taken out of the earth and brass is molten out of the stone. He ends darkness and searches out all perfection in the stones in the darkness and the shadow of death. The rivers move away from inhabited places and the waters are forgotten. They are dried up, they are gone away from men. As for the earth, out of it comes food. Under it is fire. The stones left behind are sapphires: and dust of gold. (28:1-6)

January 25

Proverbs ~ The path of the just is as the shining light that shines more and more to create a perfect day.  The way of the wicked is as darkness. They don’t even know on what they stumble. (4:18-19)

Job ~ There is a path which no bird knows and which the vulture's eye has not seen: The lion's cubs have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it. God puts forth his hand on the rock and overturns the mountains by the roots. He cuts out rivers among the rocks and his eye sees every precious thing. He keeps the rivers from overflowing; and the precious things that are hid he brings into the light. (28:7-11)

January 26

Proverbs ~ 20 My child, attend to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Let them not depart from your eyes; keep them in the middle of your heart. For they are life to those who find them and health to their whole body. (4:20-22)

Job ~ But where will wisdom be found? Where is the place of understanding? Man does not knows its place, neither is it found in the land of the living.  The depths say, “It is not in me” and the sea says, “It is not with me”. It cannot be bought with gold, neither will silver be enough to pay the price for it. Wisdom cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir or the precious onyx, or the sapphire. Gold and crystal cannot equal it. It cannot be traded with jewels of fine gold. Neither will coral or pearls, for the price of wisdom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it, neither will it be compared with pure gold. (28:12-19)

January 27

Proverbs ~ Keep your heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Put away from you arrogant talk. Put lying lips far from you. (4:23-24)

Job ~ From whence, then, comes wisdom? Where is the place of understanding? It is hidden from the eyes of all living and kept away from the birds of the air. Destruction and death say, “We have heard the fame of wisdom with our ears”.  God understands the way to wisdom and he knows where it is, for he can see to the ends of the earth and under the whole heaven. He weighed the winds and the waters. He made rules for the rain and determined the way for lightning and thunder. Then he saw it and declared it. He prepared to find it and searched it out. To people God said, “Behold, the fear of the Lord is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” (28:20-28)
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