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Welcome to the 3 book collection of Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space. 

My eternal thanks to the Weller family for allowing me to publish these stories. 

These books were created out of desperation while searching for Christmas presents for our two young friends, Ruby and Nolan, who were growing up. One summer, we parked our Motor Home in their yard for several weeks, and we had a blast playing with them. It was kind of like reliving having our children with us again.  

Combining the first three books of Ruby and Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space will introduce you to the Weller family and friends. The series of eight books can be read as stand-alone books; it is fun to follow the kids as they fall into one adventure after another as they journey on the bumpy road to adulthood. 

When a family takes a leap of faith, it can be the adventure of a lifetime or a disaster! The Wellers leap is six light years to an uninhabited planet in another galaxy. Ty and Robin, their two kids, Ruby and Nolan, and Pebbles, their dog, love the adventure of traveling by spaceship via wormhole to New Earth! Upon landing, the parents are busy building a community of like-minded, strong individuals.  Ruby and Nolan are home-schooled and thus have time to imagine adventures in their play fort constructed similar to the old-west stockades. 

Their weekly chore is to check the Solar panels on the hill behind their house. After their one-hour climb, they are shocked to see two of the panels broken and the posts bent to the ground. Nolan discovers a pretty rock and insists they take it to their fort to study it for a science project! Ruby agrees and documents the changes with pictures and measurements! 

They discover what they are studying is not a rock but an egg! And not just any old egg! It hatches and isn’t the pony that Nolan wants or a big chicken, but a Dragon! 

They discover that dragons inhabit the northern part of the planet. They are strong, intelligent, friendly, and quite advanced. They speak the language of the settlers and can cloak their bodies. Do ya think that is why no one knew about them?

The young dragon bonds with Nolan and Ruby, and they name him Donzereli after a family friend. Ruby, Nolan, Bonnie, Shamus, and Dr. Rodney Allen, who is a kid in an adult's body, seem to fall into more adventures than they intend. 

Donzereli hatches a plan to fly all four kids to his home. Dr. Allen bribes his ride and is in as much hot water as the kids when Donzereli’s parents confront them. They all love the Sky Mall and shop till they drop!

When the kids learn their parents are on their way to take them home for punishment, they sink into deep depression. So Donzereli takes them on a VIP deep-sea fishing trip! It is great fun until they are netted from the boat and are kidnapped by the Others! They love the Amusement Park at the Others' Keep, but darn, the parents keep rescuing them too fast for punishment! 

Wasn’t this supposed to be an “uninhabited” planet? One has to wonder how many different beings inhabit this world. 

[image: image]

Maye West Mysteries Book 1 Murder on Lake Haverly 

Maye West Mysteries Book 2 Options 

Immortal Enemies 

Spirited One Book 1 The Protector 

Spirited One Book 2 James 

The end of the Road 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 1 The Science Project

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 2 Dragon Flight 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 3 The Keep 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 4 The Others 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 5 Wormhole 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 6 Merpeople 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 7 Decisions 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 8 Irus

Sleep Travelers Book: 1 The Story of Ning, Dog, & Boss 

Sleep Travelers Book: 2 The Amusement Park 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1. The adventure begins.
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“Come on, Ruby, hurry up!” Nolan cried. He was always impatient, waiting for Ruby to finish doing the breakfast dishes. 

Frowning, Ruby quickly turned from the sink; the front of her wet apron was covered with soap bubbles cascading to the floor. “Keep your britches on, Nolan! You know our chores have to be done before we can leave!” 

Ruby was tall for her age, a little over 4 feet; she would grow another foot and a half when she reached her full height. Her long, wavy brown hair fell nearly to her waist, and at this moment, her big blue eyes were snapping at her impatient little brother, Nolan. Her slim figure showed she was on her way to becoming a beautiful young woman, way too soon for her parents, especially for Daddy Ty’s comfort.

“Okay, okay, what can I do to help?” Nolan asked, standing there trying not to look impatient but losing that battle.  

Nolan was not as tall as Ruby yet, but he was growing fast enough that he threatened to overtake her in a year or two. He stood with his hands on his hips, his blue eyes sparkling over an impish grin under a shock of curly light brown hair.  

“Why don’t you get our backpacks, swords, and sheaths? I am nearly finished with the dishes, and we need to pack a lunch so we won’t have to come home until dinner.”  

“Okay, I am on it!” Nolan said as he hurried to get everything Ruby asked for. She finished the breakfast dishes and was preparing sandwiches, water, and treats. Their parents, Ty and Robin, were the unofficial leaders of the New Seattle settlement, and they trusted that their two children would do their chores and be safe while they were away helping a neighbor; 

Ruby finished and met Nolan out front with their lunch and water. Nolan handed Ruby her backpack, which she quickly packed. She inserted her sword in its sheath, which she fastened at her back, feeling it would not interfere with walking in the wooded areas. Nolan belted his sword at his waist. He enjoyed the way it made him feel! Like a pirate or swordsman. Ruby’s sword was longer, and she kept a sharp knife securely strapped to her ankle, hidden by her slacks and boots. Ruby was as anxious as Nolan to get their chores done early to have time for play, but Nolan had other ideas! 

Nolan decided to test her prowess with swords. He had his ready. The minute she drew her sword from the scabbard, he attempted to get through Ruby’s defenses. Nolan constantly practiced fighting imaginary enemies and was dedicated to being the victor in their practice of sword fights. They slashed and parried for several minutes. However, Ruby’s defensive moves were faster than his, and she disarmed him quickly. 

“You are getting better every day, Nolan! It won’t be long before we are ready to take on Dad and Mom. But right now, we’d better get going before the day is over, and we are in trouble!” Ruby said, a little out of breath, as she re-sheathed her sword.  

They walked around their house in the direction of the path leading to the top of the hill where the solar panels were installed. The climb would take them the better part of an hour if they didn’t stop to rest. They usually did the climb in less than an hour, but today, they took their time. Ty insisted that the Solar Panels be checked every week, and most of the time, it was part of Ruby and Nolan’s chores. 

Off they went, walking around large boulders and up the well-established trail to the top. At the halfway point, they paused and sat on a couple of rocks, sipping water and talking about what they would do after this chore. 

“I think that we should check on our hideout to make sure some wild animals haven’t broken in and destroyed our stuff,” Nolan said. 

“I’d be surprised if it has been disturbed, and the large animals usually do not venture near our settlement. The hunters have started going further to hunt for meat. It is unlikely because the fort is built of strong logs and the door strong enough that it would take one of the Bison to break in! We’d better get started,” Ruby said as she pushed herself up, and they continued their climb up the hill. 

While they are climbing the hill to start their first adventure, let’s meet the rest of the family and discover their decision to travel across the galaxy to their new home on an uninhabited planet. 
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Chapter 2. Meet the family.
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Ty Weller is an accomplished mason, carpenter, and all-around handyman and was the first to install Solar Panels on the tall hill behind their house. He knows his way around computer systems, making the Wellers, one of the first families in the New Seattle settlement, with a solar power internet system. This allowed Ruby and Nolan to be home-schooled and advance their academic progress further than if they had stayed on Old Earth and attended public school. This pleased their parents, and they were given more free time. The family utilizes their computer system for information purposes and for communicating with the leaders of the other settlements. They have the only 3D printer for small essential items. Most of the other settlers' homes have solar panels on their roofs, giving them power, unless they also live by a hill like the Wellers. Once all the settlers completed their homes, they successfully established communication between the colonies via wireless internet using an orbiting satellite.  

The settlement was committed to ensuring their world maintained its natural beauty by establishing Solar and Wind Power. And are attempting to learn from the Earth's mistaken idea of relying solely on fossil fuels. The settlement plans to incorporate solar and wind power and establish conservation, keeping their beautiful world pristine. And  

Everything is recycled or stored to be retrofitted and used for other projects. Greywater and rainwater are captured to water gardens and lawns. 

The community think-tank meets regularly at the Wellers’ house to discuss new ideas. Individuals who present viable ideas are rewarded at the end of the year at the Festival of Lights.

I’ll tell you more about the Festival of Lights later as it plays a big role in the Weller kids’ first adventure.  

Once a month, a supply ship arrives via the wormhole, carrying mail and supplies. It makes its return trip within a few days with Ty’s written report of progress and valuable information about the planet that the probes failed to discover! The many probes were supposed to give the settlers a thorough picture of the world where the chosen settlers would make their new home. It appears that they may have missed a few features on this New Earth.

It is amazing how much the probes missed! In future adventures of our intelligent and curious children, you will meet many beings and things that those probes missed! 

Robin is the glue that holds the family together. She is taller than Ruby will be when she reaches adulthood. She has the same brown wavy hair but wears it shorter, usually in a bun or ponytail. She knows about herbs and natural healing remedies for her family and neighbors. Robin trades remedies at the Festival of Lights, at the end of the growing season, when the farmers harvest and bring their excess bounty to share and exchange with their friends. Her passion is glass blowing, creating many beautiful and practical items for their use and trade. She is a seamstress, making many impressive and functional pieces for their home and trade at the Harvest Festival. This year, she will be pressed into making costumes for Ruby and Nolan. Their ideas of costumes are usually a challenge for Robin, but she always makes them happy with her results. This year’s costume choice will not be a surprise to Robin or you! 

The settlements have a Doctor, Mary Hartwig, a General Practitioner with a Surgical Specialty and EMT specialties. She is kept busy with minor accidents like broken bones and minor burns, but so far, there have been no major illnesses. She has a small solar car for emergencies but is looking forward to a faster vehicle to reach her patients in distress.  Dr. Hartwig worries that minutes can be the difference between life and death! Faster EMT vehicles need to be a reality sooner rather than later! 

When the settlers arrived on the planet, everyone picked out their parcel of land based on a topographical map. The Wellers won the lottery, so to speak, and got the best parcel, at least in their minds and in the minds of many others. There was no jealousy because they could see the topographical pictures from the probes via the internet. Most of the parcels of land are no more than a day or two away from their neighbors in each settlement. Every settler has a solar-powered vehicle to travel between settlements or visit neighbors. They are faster and more comfortable than “horse and buggy,” but not fast enough for Nolan and his best friend Shamus! They are working on inventing faster solar-powered vehicles that fly! 

The Weller's home was designed by Ty and Robin and was fashioned in the traditional log house style, using 12-inch-diameter logs but with smooth walls inside. They opted for thick plexiglass panel windows, with the major advantage of a clear view from the inside and a dark view from the outside. The two front rooms were large enough to accommodate the settlement representatives' council/think tank meetings. They were separated by a sliding wall that could be used later to make one large room to house future meetings. They had not yet had a meeting with all the representatives of all four settlements present because of the travel distance. However, they plan to have yearly in-person meetings in the near future!

The bedrooms were constructed partially inside the hill, giving them the advantage of cooler summers and warmer winters. The root cellar located in the back of the bedrooms gave Robin plenty of storage for their yearly harvest of herbs and supplies for making herbal remedies. 

One room, which was more of a vault, housed weapons for the settlers' protection, although so far, they were gathering dust as they were not necessary since this planet was supposed to be uninhabited! 

The lake beside the Wellers’ house stretches about 150 feet wide and is fed from the mountains to the north. Strictly speaking, it is merely a wide place in the stream, not a lake at all! But it is still great for swimming and fishing. It reminds the Wellers of Lake Sylvia, back home, one of their favorite places to camp. Unlike Lake Sylvia, it is not man-made and is just a charming quirk of nature on their new Earth! They discovered that it was about 20 feet deep in the center, and Ruby and Nolan knew not to go swimming when their parents were not home. The lake supplies the Wellers with an abundant supply of fresh water, and the large solar panels at the top of the hill provide power for hot water.

Several species of fish are similar to those on Earth, mainly trout and bass, and one fish looks like a Northern pike. There is one that looks like a Catfish but is bigger and meaner, and the “horns” have caused a lot of discomfort. When trying to take them off the hook the first time, many got stuck with the horns protruding on each side of their mouths. No one was poisoned, but many had a lot of swelling and soreness. They learned quickly how to take them off the hook by grabbing them by the belly, preventing the horns from piercing the hands! 

Ruby, Nolan, Bonnie O’Flaherty, and Shamus McPherson are home-schooled and very bright, which gives them a lot of free time. 
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Chapter 3. Oh! Oh! This is not good!
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Ruby and Nolan crested the top of the hill and stood stock still, staring at the wreckage in front of them. Two of the 8-inch-thick metal rods holding the solar panels were bent nearly to the ground! Two of the 4-foot square panels had big, jagged holes broken through the center. It looked like something had mowed them down. Ruby thought it looked like a plane crashed into them, but that couldn’t happen because the settlement didn’t have planes. 

“Nolan, you and Shamus haven’t got your flying cars running, have you?”

“No way! You don’t think Shamus would have done this kind of damage to our property and not tell Mom and Dad, do you? Besides, he would not take a plane up without me being with him!” 

“No, of course not! But it sure looks like something from the air hit those panels by flying at them from the air!”

“Could it have been some space junk? Nolan asked. 

“The only space junk could have to be a meteor! We only have one satellite, and we would know if that crashed to earth!”

“Yeah, I guess you are right. Are you sure that the probes determined that the only human life on this planet is our settlers?” Nolan asked, looking worried. 

“Of course, they sent hundreds of probes, and with that many, there is no way they could have missed seeing life on this planet!” Ruby answered. 

“Well, okay, if it wasn’t a plane, what kind of animal could have done this damage?” he asked. 

“I don’t know, but we had better pay attention because I don’t want to meet whatever it was, up close and personal, do you?” 

“No, I do not! Let's look around and find out what did this!” Nolan said as he started looking around.  

Generally, when they did this climb, they would take the time to view the whole valley through Binoculars. It was kinda fun seeing the changes their neighbors made to their homes. Usually, they would bring back news and pictures of a new barn or shed. They always marveled at the ever-changing tableau before them, with cleared, planted land surrounded by huge, tall trees that seemed to reach for the sky. 

They didn’t remember the names of all the trees, but they did know that they were perfect for climbing and had been campaigning to have a tree house built, in a big one next to the river! Hopefully, it will be close enough to be able to fish from it and have a rope swing for diving into the river. Ty promised to do that as soon as he had the time, and he also promised to re-create the slide they had in their backyard that they had to leave back on Old Earth! It was really cool to slide from the huge tree down to the house and pull the swing seat back up the hill to the tree. It was good exercise hauling the seat back up the hill and great fun speeding down! It was close to the ground so that they could climb on it easily from the ground and didn’t need a safety harness. 

“This is not good!” They both said in unison.  

“Geez, Dad will be angry when he sees this!” Nolan said. 

“I wonder if we can straighten them again?” Ruby said as she started straining to push up the panel. Even when Nolan helped, and they pushed with all their might, they only managed to get winded in the effort.  

“It is a good thing that only two of the ten panels were damaged. We are still getting plenty of power with eight panels still standing. Dad and Mom will want to know about this ASAP!” 

I wonder if it could have been one of the large animals running into them! Let’s look around and find tracks of what did this damage,” Ruby said.

“Yeah, Dad will want pictures. They will hike up tomorrow to see the damage for themselves!” Nolan said.
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