
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Preface

Once you’ve finished reading this book, try writing down the preface yourself.
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Thailand:Beyond your imagination Part 1.

1.

In place located in a country that is accepted as one of the most developed nations in the entire world, the crowd filled with people who are taking their holiday breaks are out to celebrate their holiday and have fun on their vacation in the cool atmosphere that fills the place.

“Putti”, a middle aged Asian man with tanned skin is walking around with a black backpack while happily taking pictures of the beautiful scenery before him. He’s enjoying every moment as he snaps each photo of the objects and structures of the place with excitement. While he was enjoying his time taking pictures, a voice abruptly interrupted him.

“Yo, loser! Where are you from?”

Putti was surprised, to say the least, when the voice called out to him. His smile dropped in an instant. He stopped taking photos for a moment before slowly turning to the source of the commotion. That was when he encountered a group of 5 people, each of them looking about 25-28 years old walking towards him with an unfriendly manner. Judging by the way they dressed, they’re probably local people who lives around here. Once the group got closer to Putti, they started approaching him angrily.

From Putti’s observation, this group of people seemed to be the local people who lives here, judging from their attire.

“..Did you not hear me? I just asked you where you’re from!”

Mack, one of the white men in the group, raised his voice to ask Putti with an intimidating and arrogant manner.

“Never seen a well-developed country like this, have ya?”

Jay, a white man standing next to Mack, pointed his finger at Putti and spoke loudly.

“Hey! Why aren’t you answering us? Are you deaf or something?”

“Yeah, I think he’s deaf..”

Sarah, a white woman joined into the conversation, and so did her friend Martha. Just as they were about to finish speaking, Bryan, the white man who was the last one to speak suddenly blurted out.

“Oi! Didn’t you hear us?! We’re asking you where you’re from?”

All Putti could do was stand still as he looked at them with confusion, scared that they’ll harm him. He is traveling here alone after all.

“...”

After a brief moment, Putti gathered his thoughts and cautiously responded to the group of strangers surrounding him.

“..I’m just a tourist passing by.”

“Pfft.. Tourist??? You were literally grinning the whole time while you were taking your photos. What’s so funny about it. Are you looking down on our country?” Martha said with a stern voice and glared at him intensely.

“Yeah!”  The rest of the group agreed with her statement and started to nod their heads.

“Why were you smiling anyway... Are you like, a pervert spying on girls or something?” One of them asked out of curiosity.

“No. I was smiling just because I was happy, not because of anything else.” Putti explained.

“...What’s making you so happy about taking some photos..”

“No normal people would be happy just by taking some random photos from some trees or buildings.. I bet he’s making fun of our country right now.”

“Yeah, that sounds possible.”

“Yeah!” The group starts agreeing with each other, while Putti is just standing there in confusion. He does not know how to mediate the situation, nor could he think of an answer that would lighten up the weight of the current suffocating atmosphere. All he could do at the moment is pray and hope that the situation would eventually calm down and not escalate any further.

“I’m just happy to see something that’s different from what I’m used to seeing. I like the atmosphere and the scenery here.” Putti calmly explained to them

The whole group then started looking at him with suspicion.

“Well, it’s no surprise. You’re impressed by how developed this country is compared to yours, huh.” Jay quickly countered.

“Heh, this country is considered one of the best and most developed countries in the world. No wonder you’re amazed by it.” Mack said with a slightly mocking tone in his voice.

“Where the hell are you even from?!” Sarah immediately asked him with an aggravated expression. Putti smiled and replied 

“I’m from the land of smiles.”

Once he finished his sentence, the group went silent for a second, before bursting into laughter in disbelief.

“Hahahaha! Oh god.. Ahahahaha! Does that country even exist? What a joke!”

“Haha, I don’t remember seeing that country in any of my high school geography classes, he probably made it all up.”

“Pfft. This guy’s definitely crazy. The land of smile? What kind of joke is this?”

“Hahahaha! You idiot, no such country exists in this world!”

“Hahahahaha!” The group started laughing hysterically while mocking Putti.

“What does your country even have?” Martha asked.

Putti responded with stern voice and a smile on his face.

“My country has many things that your country doesn’t.”

Bryan immediately asked as he started to get annoyed.

“Like what?”

Putti looked at Bryan. He smiled briefly before opening his mouth to answer

“Elephants.”

“...”

The group fell silent for a second, before laughing hysterically.

“Hahahahahaha!”

Martha, between her laughter, says

“Do the kids in your country ride elephants to school or something?”

“He probably lives in the jungle, having no electricity, no internet, no roads, no cars, nothing at all. Must suck living like that.”

“Yeah, I bet he hunts wild animals for a living.”

The group started to mock and make fun of him, while laughing with each other. Surprisingly, Putti also laughed along with their mockery.

“Did you come here with an elephant?” Bryan asked with a mocking tone, while everyone else laughed at his dumb question.

“Hahahaha!”

“Bet you’ve never seen these cars and tall buildings before.”

Putti stood still for a moment before smiling.

“My country is more developed than you guys think. Plus, we practically have everything that your country doesn’t have.”

“We have good food here, I don’t think your country has that.”

“We also don’t need to ride elephants to go to work like you do. We’ve got roads and stuff.”

“That’s a car. Ever seen one before? It’s way faster than an elephant, and it even has an air conditioner inside.” Mack said as he pointed at a car passing by.

“We also have sky trains and airplanes, it’s way more convenient than your little elephants.”

Putti smiled before asking the group of people.

“Have you guys ever gotten to ride an elephant before?”

The group turned to him. Their laughter stopped and their expression turned into a serious one.

“Why would we? We already have cars which are way more convenient.”

“Yeah, unlike your country, we don’t need elephants to take us to work.”

“How many days would it take for an elephant to take you to work anyway?”

Their voice expressed their annoyance with Putti’s question. Meanwhile, Putti continued as he smiled.

“Do you guys want to try riding an elephant? I can take you all to my country to ride one if you want.”

The group was stunned for a second, before one of them immediately argued back. 

“Riding an elephant? How would you be able to get on its back though...And not to mention how it’s considered a wild animal. It can harm us!”

“Don’t tell me he’s about to trick us into becoming his elephant’s food..”

“He’s probably planning something sinister right now. We can’t trust him!” The group looked at him with suspicion. Putti cleared his throat, then said

“I’ll take you guys to a place that takes care of elephants, the elephants there are really friendly, unlike those wild elephants you guys are talking about.”

Putti  briefly glanced at them again before saying 

“So, are you guys interested or not?”

“...”

The group of 5 Europeans looked at each other hesitantly as if they were communicating with their eyes in silence before nodding their heads.

“..Okay”

“We’ll give it a try. But promise you won’t do anything to harm us, alright?”

“You sure you won’t feed us to the elephants?”

“You better take good care of us.”

Putti smiled and said to them,

“Don’t worry, you all will get home safely after this trip. I promise. Your safety is also relevant to my own safety. That’s why I won’t let anything bad happen to any of you guys.”

The group then started to look at each other before nodding their heads again.

“...”

“..Alright. We’ll give it a try.”

“I’ll set a record for 1 hour and see how far an elephant can go.”

“I’ll tie myself with the elephant’s back so that I won’t fall off while we’re riding on it.”

Once Martha finishes, everyone laughs at her absurd idea.

“Hahahaha!”

2.

During the day inside the Suvarnabhumi Airport, there are tons of eople, both foreigners and locals, walking around the area. A lot were also carrying their luggages with them. Putti and the group of Europeans were also standing in the airport with 2-3 suitcases on each of them. The group then started to look around with amazement. Putti cleared his throat, then said

“Welcome to my hometown, Thailand. And this place we’re currently in is the Suvarnabhumi Airport. It’s the biggest airport in this country.”

“Wow... So this is your country’s airport?” Sarah said as she gasped in disbelief.

Mack and Bryan joined in.

“It’s way better than some of the airports I’ve seen!”

“Not gonna lie, I genuinely thought that your country would only have big jungles and elephants wandering around.”

Jay furrowed his eyebrows as he looked around, observing the people in the airport one by one before saying.

“Hey! Look at all those foreigners! What are they even doing here?”

“Now that you’ve mentioned it, that looks pretty suspicious!”

Putti smiled before saying 

“There are always a lot of foreigners entering and leaving my country everyday. I’ll spare you the rest of the details for now, you’ll eventually come to understand why.”

No more questions were asked. The 5 Europeans then started to look around the place with curiosity. They continued to observe the area for a while before one of them started speaking.

“This airport looks very modern, to say the very least.”

“Yeah, it’s also really big.”

Putti turned to look at them before continuing to speak.

“I’ll take you guys to the accommodation now. It’s about time we take a break.”

Bryan then quickly asked.

“Accommodation? Where? You’re not gonna make us sleep in the woods, are you?”

The rest of the group then starts giving nervous looks to each other after hearing Bryan’s question. Meanwhile Putti only smiled then said,

“There’s no need to worry, we’re definitely not going to sleep in the woods. Follow me now, the reservations are already made.”

After a few minutes, the rest of the group got all of their luggage and quickly followed Putti.

3.

Once the door of the hotel room was opened, everyone was amazed by the room’s neat condition. 

“Woah...” The group then started to walk around the room while also checking its overall condition and checking the furniture.

“Wow... The decorations in here are very beautifully done.”

“Yeah. And plus, the room is squeaky clean!”

“I never thought that there would be a good hotel like this here.”

While everyone was amazed by how good the room looks, Bryan said to Putti.

“The room’s way cleaner and better than what I expected. I literally thought you would make us sleep with the elephants in the jungle for a second.”

Jay hurriedly made his way to the window to look at the view and exclaimed 

“Woah! Look at the view!”

Sarah then quickly followed Jay to the window. She stared out the window for a few seconds before speaking with excitement.

“Wow.. The view looks so pretty here!”

Then the rest of the group followed their friends to the window. Once they got a glimpse of the outside view, they started speaking excitedly.
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