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All characters depicted in this work of fiction are 18 years of age or older.

This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This book may not be resold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each reader. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please visit your favorite eBook retailer to purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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By the time January rolls through, Austin Bautista is more than ready for spring, and more impatient by the day to finish college and get the hell on with his life. He's tripped headlong into the discovery that he actually loves statistics, accounting, finance. Anything with numbers, even though he spent high school gritting his teeth through every high-level math class he bullied himself into taking. He has learned just what a difference it can make, having the right instructors; turns out his high school math teacher was just really bad at his job.

Now that he's halfway through his sophomore year, he's started realizing how many choices he has for higher education. He can certainly afford grad school, if he figures out some specific niche to make it worth continuing his studies—though at the moment there's nothing calling to him strongly enough to justify the effort. He's also got no end of professional fields he could step into after he graduates. Even better, almost any career he might choose to pursue has the potential to bring him geographically closer to Liam.

Maybe it's foolish to plan his future around a romantic relationship that he can't even be open about yet. But Austin's not going to let a little thing like pragmatism get in his way, when all he wants is to keep Liam Scott in his life.

He still hasn't moved off campus. Despite Liam's offer to help pay for an apartment, Austin keeps chickening out. He's not keen on obtaining a job that will make it even more difficult to get time away and probably make his school schedule more challenging—but he's even less keen on explaining to his parents how he can afford even a small studio apartment without their help. Reuben and Abigail Bautista have the kind of money that makes them careless about the cost of things, but they're not completely disconnected from reality. They know how property values work.

Despite these complications, Austin will probably cave eventually. Surely he can find some pretext to give his parents. Surely it will be worth it, to have a place Liam can actually come visit him.

It's not as though he's got a great track record of making practical choices, especially when it comes to Liam Scott.

Even now, he could be taking a month-long January term class and nudging himself that much closer to graduation. If he'd done J-terms and summer course work from the start, he could almost certainly be in a position to graduate early, by a semester at least, maybe even by an entire year.

But that kind of strategizing would have carried an intolerable cost: giving up time he could be spending with Liam right now. Summer vacation and winter break have been the only things keeping him sane since he started college. He's made more immediate and selfish choices. He was never going to power through in record time if it meant ghosting Liam for three years.

Better by far to keep his schedule free, so he can come home as often as possible.

It's obvious his parents have been surprised at this behavior. They probably expected him to start refusing to visit the second he moved onto campus, getting completely caught up in a new life, new studies, new friends. At least they don't seem worried. Curious, yes. But Austin is happy to let them make their assumptions about his social calendar—and what priorities are calling him back so consistently—and all the friends he isn't actually spending time with, if it means he can spend every spare moment with Liam.

Right now, he is indulging just such a moment. He sits in Liam's kitchen—a place that feels more like home than any college dorm or his parents' ludicrous mansion ever could. There is something disorientingly domestic about watching the love of his life sort through a truly absurd quantity of fresh produce

Austin has already volunteered to help with tomorrow's mountain of cooking. He's not entirely clear on the occasion for Liam's gathering of friends and colleagues, but Liam let slip that Crystal usually helps him with this event.

And Crystal isn't here.

She's still not speaking to Austin, and is barely speaking to Liam. It's been months now. Nearly half a year. And even though Liam puts on a remarkably convincing veneer of resigned acceptance, Austin refuses to abandon him to handle this task alone.

Austin's help may be a dubious prospect in the kitchen, but by god he will offer it anyway.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Collision
Course






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





