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Dear Friend,

I’m grateful you’re here.

This study guide wasn’t born out of a project or a plan. It came from a question that has stayed with me for many years. It has followed me through seasons of certainty and seasons where things were far less clear.

What would Jesus do?

You don’t need to have a particular edition of the book in front of you to begin. You don’t need to know the history behind the question. This guide is meant to stand on its own. It’s for anyone who wants their faith to be lived, not just believed.

That question has a way of slowing us down. It doesn’t shout. It waits. It meets us in ordinary moments—words we choose, reactions we justify, paths we take without thinking much about them. Often, those are the places where the Lord does His deepest work.

This guide isn’t something to get through. Some questions will seem simple at first. Others may stay with you longer than you expect. Don’t rush past those. Discipleship rarely announces itself. It usually forms quietly, almost unnoticed.

If you’re walking through this on your own, take your time. Read slowly. Pause when something stirs your heart. If you’re using this with others, I hope your conversations are marked by patience and kindness. No one needs to speak before they’re ready. God is gentle with us. We can afford to be gentle with one another.

My hope is that over time a small habit begins to form. A pause. A turning of the heart toward Christ. Not because you’re striving harder, but because you’re learning to look to Him more naturally.

Jesus never hurried those who followed Him.

He walked with them.

Thank you for taking these steps,

Steve Porter

www.deeperlifepress.com
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This study guide was created to be walked through, not rushed.

It is not designed to cover material quickly or to arrive at neat conclusions. Its purpose is formation, not information. The goal is not simply to understand In His Steps, but to allow the question at its heart to shape the way we live.

Whether you are using this guide personally, with a small group, or within a church setting, the same posture applies: slow down, listen carefully, and give the Holy Spirit room to work.

A Few Important Encouragements

Move at a steady pace.

Each chapter is meant to stand on its own. One chapter per session is more than enough. Resist the urge to combine chapters or hurry ahead. Transformation unfolds over time.

Begin with the Scripture.

Each chapter opens with a key Scripture passage. Read it aloud if you are in a group. Allow it to set the tone before discussion begins. Scripture anchors everything that follows.

Read the reflections slowly.

The teaching sections are intentionally gentle and pastoral. They are not meant to answer every question, but to open the heart to deeper consideration. Pause when something stirs you.

Let discussion remain honest and unforced.

The discussion questions are not tests. There are no “correct” answers. Encourage listening more than speaking. Silence is not a failure. Often it is where the deepest work is happening.

Allow the personal application to be personal.

Some responses are meant to be shared. Others are meant to remain between the reader and God. Do not pressure anyone to disclose more than they are comfortable sharing.

Use the closing prayer as a settling moment.

The prayer at the end of each chapter is optional, but helpful. It gently gathers what has been stirred and places it before the Lord. Use it as an ice breaker to encourage more prayer. 

A Word for Group Leaders

Your role is not to resolve tension, answer every question, or steer people toward quick application.

Your role is to:


    	keep the atmosphere safe



    	protect the pace



    	allow conviction to deepen naturally



    	resist the urge to “fix” what God may be inviting people to sit with


  

Some chapters will feel lighter. Others will feel weighty. Trust the process. Discipleship is not linear, and growth often happens beneath the surface.

A Final Encouragement

This study guide is not about completing a program. It is about cultivating attentiveness to Jesus.

If, along the way, you find yourself slowing down, listening more carefully, and asking quieter questions, then the guide is doing its work.

Stay present.

Stay open.

And keep walking — one step at a time — in His steps.
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The Biblical Foundation for Discipleship and Study

Before beginning the chapter-by-chapter journey through In His Steps, it is important to pause and consider the Scriptures that shape the heart of this book. Charles M. Sheldon did not create the call to follow Jesus. He drew it directly from the words of Scripture.

The following passages form the biblical framework beneath the story. They are presented here in full so teachers and group leaders may read them aloud without interruption and refer back to them easily throughout the study.

Taken together, these Scriptures outline a complete discipleship journey, from calling to abiding, from counting the cost to faithful perseverance.

The Foundational Call

1 Peter 2:21 (KJV)

“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps.”

This verse stands at the center of In His Steps. Discipleship is not presented as an option or a special calling for a few. Peter tells us plainly that we were called to follow Christ’s example. Jesus not only died for us. He lived before us. His life becomes the pattern we are invited to walk after.

Abiding and Imitation

1 John 2:6 (KJV)

“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.”

Ephesians 5:1–2 (KJV)

“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.”

These verses bring discipleship into everyday life. If we claim to abide in Christ, our lives should begin to resemble His. This imitation is not driven by fear or performance, but by love. We follow as beloved children, learning to walk in love as Jesus did.

The Cost of Discipleship

Luke 9:23 (KJV)

“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”

Luke 14:26–27 (KJV)

“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 14:33 (KJV)

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”

Matthew 10:35–36 (KJV)

“For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.”

Luke 18:22 (KJV)

“Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.”

These passages remind us that discipleship is costly. Jesus speaks honestly about sacrifice, self-denial, and divided loyalties. The issue is not possessions or relationships alone, but allegiance. Following Christ requires that nothing else hold first place in the heart.

The Call to Follow

Matthew 8:19 (KJV)

“And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.”

Luke 9:57 (KJV)

“And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.”

John 12:26 (KJV)

“If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.”

John 21:22 (KJV)

“Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.”
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