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COPYRIGHT MATTERS




This book is an original manuscript by the author, protected by international copyright laws of Canada.  Therefore, this author’s work may not be reproduced, in part or in whole, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or otherwise for commercial use without the prior written permission of the author.  However, it is possible to receive permission to use short quotations for personal use, or use in a group study, or for permission to copy certain passages, or to make portions of the writings available for overhead viewing.  Simply, contact the publisher[1] to request it.


SCRIPTURE MATTERS




All scripture quotes originate from or formed around the KJV of the Bible, KJV public domain.  In places, some alterations occur in the text changing you, thee or thou or other KJV terms to modern English.  Additionally, the name of God appears as YeHoVaH, rather than LORD and Yeshua in places rather than Jesus, to honour His Jewishness. See appendix for more information as to why we make these changes.
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DEDICATION
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This book is dedicated first, to the Great High Priest, Yeshua, Whose eternal priesthood functions after the order of Melchizedek.  Secondly, to every believer in Yeshua who truly longs to please YeHoVaH in every aspect of their being and so learn to function within the order of their God-ordained priesthood. [2]



About Jeanne Metcalf
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Jeanne believes the Word of God opens a door to help every believer to know their God.  That knowledge, once gleaned and retained, makes strong believers to help them stand in the real world in which we live, no matter their vocation.


With these convictions in mind, Jeanne, inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, began to write in the l990’s.  Soon she developed inductive[3] style Bible Studies and self-published them for her students to use.  With her major goal to equip the saints, she found that her sound teachings, presented with clarity and simplicity, made an impact.  As long as her listeners put in their valuable time to study scripture and took Jeanne’s advice to call upon the Holy Spirit to help them, they became powerful believers, transformed, prepared and ready to stand in their generation. 


Today, past students who studied the Bible with Jeanne, as well current new students, testify as to the validity of Jeanne’s writing and teaching gift.  They love the clarity and simplicity of the Word as she presents it in a refreshing straightforward format.  Thus, they encouraged Jeanne to make her books more widely available. 

Therefore, Jeanne began Cegullah Publishing, and then a year later, opened Cegullah Apologetic Academy.  The academy, in addition to presenting accredited, Bible Study material, invites all believers to read or study the Word of God, and thereby, be strong in YeHoVaH and the strength of His might. 

A greater availability of Jeanne’s works (as well as other authors which Cegullah Publishing looks forward to publishing in the future), opens doors for more people to know their God and do exploits! 

“But the people that know their God

shall be strong and do exploits”.

Daniel 11:32 b

P.S. Recent inquiries require acknowledging the correct way to formally address Jeanne.  While she is comfortable with people addressing her on a first name basis, her official title is Rev. Dr. Jeanne Metcalf.
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Introduction
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AS I LOOKED UP from my filing job, where I stood behind an opened filing cabinet, I saw a male figure.  He walked through the front door of the office and headed my way.  He was over six feet tall, had thick jet-back hair, a warm and pleasant smile.  Coming closer towards me, he reached out his hand to shake mine.  Returning the gesture, with a big smile, I stretched out my hand to shake his, stepping forward at the same time. 


Suddenly, without thinking, I opened my mouth wide and shrieked.  In stepping forward to greet the young man, so enraptured by him, I forgot to close the bottom file cabinet drawer.  Tripping over it, I began to tumble to the ground.  Gravity was about to have its own way as I speed towards an unwelcomed encounter with the floor. Quickly, the young man lunged forward interrupting my fall, catching me with his strong waiting arms.

Humiliated but grateful for his help, I brushed aside my embarrassment and managed to ask him if I could help him.  He told me that he was the new branch representative for the finance company where I worked.  This introduction to the company, neither one of us forgot! 

Time went on in that little company office, however, the young man stayed only a few months.  When he left, our relationship continued and one year later, the two of us stood before a church altar.  Holding hands in a marriage ceremony, we made a lifetime commitment to each other. 

It has been nearly half a century since the day of our unique introduction.  Looking back, I chuckle to myself on how I literally fell for my husband!  Also, I giggle at the Heavenly Master’s plan, and this promised husband for whom I prayed. 

Indeed, he entered my life in a way, my wildest imagination, could never dream up.  This remarkable, unexpected, surprising answer to my prayers and the life to follow, all began with one of God’s unique, divine appointments! 

A BIBLICAL DIVINE APPOINTMENT


As I think of such Divine appointments, ones that change your life forever, I think of a day when a worshipper of false gods,[4] named Abram, met the creator of the universe.  After Abram’s initial encounter with YeHoVaH of glory,[5] his life changed, forever.  Indeed, when God, Who initiated the Divine encounter, stepped into Abram’s life, He totally shattered the mould for Abram, totally changing his destiny.  Little did Abram know that those moments when God interrupted his life’s journey, that he’d develop a strong and long-term covenant relationship with God Almighty, and that, through the relationship, God would bless all nations. 


This relationship with God came at a high cost as Abram learned many lessons in his personal commitment to God.  From the beginning, following the initial encounter, God began to separate Abram from all he knew.

Genesis 12:1-3

“1  Now YeHoVaH had said unto Abram, Get you out of your country, and from your kindred, and from your father’s house, unto a land that I will show you:  2  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing:  3  And I will bless them that bless you, and curse him that curses you: and in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.”


Commitment to continued fellowship with God meant leaving behind his father,[6] and all his kindred, meaning his siblings and their offspring, too, and travel to a land, about which he knew nothing. 



Abram’s relationship with God matured, whereby Abraham became a prophet and priest unto God and moved into a covenant-style relationship with God.  Their relationship was so unique and blessed that, like a marriage, Abram’s[7] named changed to reflect the unity in his relationship with God.  God gave him a new name, Abraham, which in effect took the last “ה” (the “heh” or the breath of God) from God’s name and added it to both Abram and Sarai’s name.  This new name showed the oneness of this covenant agreement between God and Abraham and Sarah. 


PRIESTHOOD AND COVENANT

Abraham’s priesthood with God and the covenant agreement between them is found in the book of Genesis, the book of beginnings.  Therein are found records of the covenant and priesthood of Abraham, with its altar and sacrifice.  Genesis also mentions and gives inference to other priests, some existing before, during and after Abraham.  The believer’s priesthood, today, is spoken within the context of the Apostolic scriptures.

A BELIEVER’S PRIESTHOOD

In this book, as we explore some of those priesthoods and covenants in the Bible, you’ll see the various responsibilities, altars and sacrifices of priesthood found in the Hebraic scriptures.  As we study the Aaronic priesthood, you’ll recognize its heavy duties and enormous responsibilities.  Then, in shifting our focus to the New Covenant and its priesthood, you’ll see a powerful contrast and liberty.  In the final chapters of this book, as we look at the New Covenant and the believer’s priesthood, indeed, you should recognize the far greater priesthood of the believer, as well as identify the believer’s altar and sacrifice. 

AUTHOR’S PRAYER FOR YOU


Dear reader, the way I see it, a believer’s priesthood is the entire embodiment of a life lived for Messiah.  As you read and study this material, may there arise an awareness of your priesthood in that light.  May such propel you to move forward to operate in your priesthood and find in it true fulfilment. This can only bless God, you and others, whose lives you touch for God. May YeHoVaH enable you, dear one, to grasp and embrace the road leading to the greatest depth of your relationship possible with Him, that of your priesthood. 


AUTHOR’S REMINDER

“Yeshua said in John 8:32

“32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”


True liberty comes by hearing and receiving the truth.  To receive truth, sometimes there is a battle.  When that is the case, determine, ahead of time, to resist temptations to toss confronting truths aside.  Determine now, with God’s help, to shift your mindset into full gear to live the life God designed for you.  Embrace that life, within the context of the New Covenant, including the expression of your priesthood, and let the hold of any former, erroneous teachings shatter.   



Adam’s Priesthood
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IN THE BEGINNING” are the words used to open the book of Genesis, and it is to this book we go to discover the first operative priesthood.  We find that priesthood, initiated by YeHoVaH, in the life of Adam after the fall.  At that time, when the Adamic priesthood came into being, we hear also of a unique covenant, whereby God made a promise to Adam.  We’ll look at that momentarily, but first, we need to go back to the time before the fall, to look at a very important commission God gave to all humankind, beginning with Adam, a commission God expected Adam to obey! 


Let’s look at Adam from the context of God’s creation.

Genesis 1:26-28

“26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.  27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 


28[8]  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue (3533> it: and have dominion <07287>[9] over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”


It has interested many a scholar to see the words, “subdue” and “dominion” in the above scripture.  These words do not portray a quiet and tranquil garden in perfect unison with God and man.  Yet, these words are there. 

Let’s look at them:








	Subdue


	Strong’s #3533





	כבש


	Pronounced kaw-bash’




	This is a primitive root and a verb, which denotes action.  That action is to keep under, if necessary, by force.  It means subjugation.




	

	






To fully understand this word, we’ll look at some other scriptures, which use this word:

2 Samuel 8: 11

“11  Which also king David did dedicate unto YeHoVaH, with the silver and gold that he had dedicated of all nations which he subdued <03533>;”

Here, King David took an offering given to him by Toi, the King of Hamath, as a blessing for David after he defeated an enemy.  It is clear, from this and other scriptures, it was David’s habit to do this, after he subjugated his enemies.  That subjugation was physical, elevating David as King above his enemies. 

1 Chronicles 22:18

“18  Is not YeHoVaH your God with you? and has he not given you rest on every side? for he has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand; and the land is subdued <03533> before YeHoVaH, and before his people.”

In this scripture, King David gave orders to leaders in his kingdom to help David’s son, Solomon, to build the temple.  David clearly recalls God’s hand with him as he subdued his enemies.  Again, this is a physical subjugation, by which David ruled. 

2 Chronicles 28:10

“10  And now you purpose to keep under <03533> the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen unto you: but are there not with you, even with you, sins against YeHoVaH your God?”

This instance shows the words of a prophet speaking against the ruler of a pagan nation.  Earlier, due to the sins of His people, YeHoVaH allowed defeat in battle for Israel.  In this passage, the prophet reminds the enemy they also have sinned.  He then challenges their purpose to put into bondage the people of Judah.  These few references, along with the other 10 uses of this word, present the idea of bringing something into submission, subjection or bondage. 

Returning, then, to the word used by God in His commission to Adam, why use the word “subjection”?  The only answer lies in the fact that, indeed, something needed to be put under. But what?  In discovering that fact, we need to look at one other scripture, which relates God’s purpose for man in the Garden:

Genesis 2:15

“And YeHoVaH God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep <08104> it.”


This word interpreted as “to keep”, in the original Hebrew language, is the word “שמר”, pronounced “shar-mar”.  It carries with it the idea “to observe”, “to beware”, or “to guard”.  Seven times, in the KJV translation of the Bible, this word was interpreted as “watch”. 



Coupling this idea of watching or keeping guard, with the idea of subdue, we understand there was something in the garden, for which Adam must be on his guard.  In hindsight, we know that something was “sin” waiting to enter the world and bring with it death. 



Adam, warned by God, had a responsibility to guard or watch out for that which needed subjugation.  Adam, according to scripture, had all he’d need to stand victorious in that encounter.  We find that in the word “dominion”, from the commission in Genesis 1:28. 


Let’s read it again:

Genesis 1:28

“28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion <07287> over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. “








	Dominion


	Strong’s #7287





	רדה


	Pronounced raw-daw




	It is a primitive root, a verb (denoting action).  It means to rule, to prevail over, to reign, to rule as a king. 




	

	






Looking at this word, in its origin Hebrew picture language, we see this word clearly denotes authority, with the application of victory.  In simple terms, Adam and Eve’s commission came with the necessary authority, even the necessary ability, to stand and not fall, in this encounter with “sin”. 

Many Jewish Rabbis look at the commission and see this role of Adam, as that of a king.  In addition, they believe that as God instructed Adam to “subdue” the earth, that action by Adam was deemed by God as service to Him, and hence, when fulfilled, became an act of worship.  Many rabbis, from the information they see in the Hebrew text, conclude that Adam walked in a role of High Priest for the order of Melchizedek, even before the fall. 


Unfortunately, not all Hebraic scholars agree.  What many do agree upon, however, is that Adam’s original commission set him up as a king.  Thus, when Adam disobeyed God’s command, at that same time, he failed to exercise his kingly role, within his commission to rule.  Through that failure, Adam opened the door for both sin and death to enter the earth.  As a direct result of Adam’s disobedience, he, and his seed after him lost access to the authority that he once possessed. 


After the fall, as God reached out to Adam, He promised a restoration and at that same time, initiated Adam’s priesthood.  We see that in the following verses where God made a blood covenant with Adam and Eve, initiating also, Adam’s priesthood.

Genesis 3:15

“15  And I will put enmity <0342> between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; it shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

To see the covenant God made, we’ll first look at the word “enmity”:








	enmity


	Strong’s #0342





	איבה


	Pronounced ay baw’




	This is a noun, which KJV interprets as “enemy”.  Others interpret the word as division.   




	

	







Using Strong’s meaning, we see that God promised to put an “enemy” between ha satan and the woman.  That enemy would stand between the enemy’s seed, which is sin, and the woman’s seed, which is a reference to one to come, born of woman.



Looking at Genesis 3:15, with this meaning in mind regarding enmity, we, therefore, recognize the first mention of the promised One to come is an enemy of sin.  Looking further into this word “enmity”, by using the Hebrew picture language, we see something rather amazing. 



Remember, the word enmity, shown on the previous page is, in Hebrew “איבה”, (pronounced ay baw’). 










	Letter


	Name


	Amongst its Meaning:





	א


	aleph


	(ox) Strong, powerful leader





	י


	yod


	(arm & hand) stretch forth, reach





	Parent root:


	Powerful leader with arms stretched out





	ב


	bet


	(tent) person, home, nation, world





	ה


	heh


	(man with arms stretched out) victory through God’s breath





	Child Root


	person, with arms stretched out attains Victory through God’s breath




	
Overall Meaning: a powerful leader, with arms stretched out, whose deeds (work) touches people (nations) obtains victory by the breath of God.





	

	

	






(Later, you’ll enter this information into your workbook.)


That promised one to come is a powerful leader, who stretches out His arms, on behalf of all people in all nations.  His victory happens through the power of the breath of God, or the Holy Spirit.  What a picture of the crucified Saviour … What a picture of the cross! 


In the Hebrew word picture of this word “enmity” we clearly see the promised one to come, is indeed the enemy of sin.  He’d regain all Adam lost, and as an enemy of sin, gain a victory to benefit all humankind. 

Here we not only see a promised one, but also a covenant, for shortly after this promised one, we see God’s action shedding the blood of an animal.  We’ll look at that shortly.  For now, let’s read more about this covenant established with these fallen ones, from whom all humankind came.

Genesis 3:16-21

“16  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in sorrow you shall bring forth children; and your desire shall be to your husband, and he shall rule over you.  17  And unto Adam he said, Because you have listened unto the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of it: cursed is the ground for your sake; in sorrow shall you eat of it all the days of your life;  18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to you; and you shall eat the herb of the field;  19  In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread, till you return unto the ground; for out of it was you taken: for dust you are, and unto dust shall you return. 20  And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.  21  Unto Adam also and to his wife did YeHoVaH God make coats of skins, and clothed them.”


If you read the text, carefully, you’ll see God cursed the serpent (verse 14)[10] and the ground (verses 17 & 18).  Contrary to what many scholars teach, God did not curse the woman or the man.  God did not curse that human life which He earlier blessed. His desire for them was salvation, and that, they received by faith. 


We see that as they expressed their belief in His Promised Messiah! 

In verse 20, we read that Adam gave his wife a new name, “Eve”, meaning mother of all living.  When Adam renamed his wife to “Eve”, he understood and believed the promised one to come, not from the woman to whom he listened and then disobeyed God, thus bringing in sin, but through the “mother of living”.  This is evidence of Adam’s faith and salvation. 

Later, in Eve’s life, we see her faith and salvation as she named her son:

Genesis 4:1

“1  And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from YeHoVaH.”

Cain’s name, in the Hebrew picture language shows Eve’s trust in God, and her belief that this child came from God.  We see that also in the text in verse 1.  While Eve misunderstood the fact that Cain was not the promised one, her declaration here shows she believed the promise of God. 

Moving on to Verse 21, we see God making coats of skins for Adam and Eve for clothing.  To clothe with skins meant that an animal, chosen by God, must die.  Its blood, its life, must be released from it for this clothing to come about. 
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