
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Fortson's Four Hour Bible Series: Luke (Learn The Complete Book of Luke In 4 Hours Or Less)

        

        
        
          Dante Fortson

        

        
          Published by Dante Fortson, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      FORTSON'S FOUR HOUR BIBLE SERIES: LUKE (LEARN THE COMPLETE BOOK OF LUKE IN 4 HOURS OR LESS)

    

    
      First edition. January 16, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Dante Fortson.

    

    
    
      Written by Dante Fortson.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction
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The Gospel of Luke stands as a unique masterpiece within the Biblical canon, offering a meticulous and orderly account of the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Written by a physician and a companion of the Apostle Paul, this Gospel is characterized by its historical precision, its focus on the marginalized, and its emphasis on the humanity of the Savior. In this four-hour journey, we will walk through the entirety of the narrative, moving from the silent halls of the Temple in Jerusalem to the empty tomb and the ascending glory of the Son of Man. Each hour is designed to immerse the reader in the text, providing not only a chronological understanding of the events but also a deep theological appreciation for why these events matter today. We begin our first hour by examining the foundations of the faith, the miraculous births that broke four hundred years of prophetic silence, and the early years of a ministry that would change the world forever.
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Chapter 1: The Arrival of the King
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1.1 The Prologue and Divine Announcements

The Gospel of Luke begins not with a genealogy or a cosmic poem, but with a formal, academic introduction that sets the stage for the entire narrative. Luke writes to an individual named Theophilus, a name that means "lover of God." In these opening four verses, Luke establishes his credentials as a historian and a researcher. He acknowledges that many others have undertaken the task of compiling a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among them; however, he feels compelled to provide an orderly account so that Theophilus may have certainty concerning the things he has been taught. This prologue is vital because it anchors the Christian faith in history rather than mythology. It reminds us that the stories we are about to read are based on eyewitness testimony and careful investigation. Luke is not interested in mere legends; he is interested in the truth that stands up to scrutiny.

Immediately following this formal introduction, the scene shifts from the writer’s desk to the grandeur of the Temple in Jerusalem during the days of Herod, king of Judea. We are introduced to an elderly priest named Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth. Both are described as righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. Despite their faithfulness, they carry a heavy burden of sorrow; they have no child, and they are both advanced in years. In the ancient world, childlessness was often viewed with a sense of social stigma, yet Luke goes out of his way to affirm their spiritual integrity. This sets a recurring theme in the Gospel of Luke; God often works through those whom society might overlook or pity.

The action begins when Zechariah is chosen by lot to enter the holy place of the Lord to burn incense. This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for a priest, a moment of supreme spiritual significance. While he is performing his duties, an angel of the Lord, later identified as Gabriel, appears to him. The response of Zechariah is one of terror, which is the standard human reaction to the divine. Gabriel’s message, however, is one of intense joy. He announces that Zechariah’s prayer has been heard; Elizabeth will bear a son, and he is to be named John. This child is not to be an ordinary boy; he will be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb and will go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.

Zechariah’s response to this miraculous news is one of skepticism. He asks how he can be sure of this, citing his own old age and the age of his wife. Because of his unbelief, Gabriel strikes him mute. He will not be able to speak until the day these things take place. When Zechariah finally emerges from the Temple, the waiting crowd realizes he has seen a vision because he is making signs to them but remains silent. This silence serves as a physical sign of the impending fulfillment of God’s word. It also marks a transition; the old era of silence is ending, and the voice of the one crying in the wilderness is about to be conceived.

Six months later, the same angel, Gabriel, is sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth. This time, the recipient of the divine message is not a prestigious priest in a holy temple, but a young virgin named Mary. Mary is betrothed to a man named Joseph, who is of the house of David. The contrast between the two announcements is striking. Zechariah was in the center of religious power, while Mary was in a literal "nowhere" town of no reputation. Gabriel greets Mary by calling her "favored one" and assuring her that the Lord is with her. Like Zechariah, Mary is troubled, but her trouble stems from a humble wondering at what sort of greeting this might be.

Gabriel reveals the plan of God; Mary will conceive in her womb and bear a son, and she shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. Unlike Zechariah’s question of doubt, Mary asks a question of procedure; "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" Gabriel explains that the Holy Spirit will come upon her, and the power of the Most High will overshadow her; therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. To encourage her faith, Gabriel reveals that her relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age, for nothing will be impossible with God.

Mary’s response is one of the most significant moments of submission in all of Biblical history. She declares, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." With these words, Mary accepts a path that will bring her great joy but also great social risk and eventual sorrow. Shortly after this, Mary travels with haste to the hill country of Judah to visit Elizabeth. As soon as Mary enters the house and greets her relative, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy. Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, exclaims that Mary is blessed among women and that the child in her womb is blessed. This scene, known as the Visitation, serves as a prophetic confirmation. Even before their births, the forerunner recognizes the Messiah.

Mary responds to Elizabeth’s blessing with a song of praise known as the Magnificat. In this beautiful poem, Mary glorifies the Lord and rejoices in God her Savior. She recognizes that God has looked upon her humble estate and that all generations will call her blessed. However, the song quickly moves beyond Mary’s personal experience to describe the character of God’s Kingdom. She speaks of God scattering the proud, bringing down the mighty from their thrones, and exalting those of humble estate. She describes a God who fills the hungry with good things and sends the rich away empty. This song acts as a theological overture for the Gospel of Luke; it prepares the reader for a King who will flip the social order of the world upside down.

When the time comes for Elizabeth to give birth, she has a son as promised. On the eighth day, when the neighbors and relatives gather for the circumcision, they assume the child will be named Zechariah after his father. Elizabeth insists that his name is John. When they appeal to Zechariah, he asks for a writing tablet and writes, "His name is John." Immediately, his mouth is opened and his tongue loosed, and he begins to speak, blessing God. Fear and awe come upon all their neighbors, and the news spreads throughout the hill country of Judea. Everyone wonders what this child will become, for the hand of the Lord is clearly with him.

Zechariah, now filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesies in a song often called the Benedictus. He praises the Lord God of Israel for visiting and redeeming his people. He speaks of a "horn of salvation" being raised up in the house of David, just as the prophets of old had foretold. He then turns his attention to his infant son, declaring that he will be called the prophet of the Most High and will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. This preparation involves giving knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God. The chapter concludes with a brief note that the child John grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. This sets the stage for the arrival of the Messiah, as the light from on high is about to visit those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.

1.2 The Birth and Childhood of Jesus

The narrative transitions from the hill country of Judea to the global stage of the Roman Empire. Luke carefully anchors the birth of Jesus in secular history by mentioning a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. By including these specific political figures, Luke emphasizes that the incarnation is not a private religious myth but a public historical reality. This decree forced Joseph to travel from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David. He went to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. This journey was approximately ninety miles; a grueling trek for a woman in the final stages of pregnancy; yet it was the necessary fulfillment of the ancient prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give birth. Because there was no place for them in the inn, she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger. The word for inn often refers to a guest room in a private home rather than a commercial hotel; regardless, the message is clear; the King of the universe entered the world in a state of extreme vulnerability and poverty. A manger is a feeding trough for animals, highlighting the lowliness of Christ’s surroundings. This serves as a profound paradox; the one who created the heavens and the earth is now resting in a wooden crate meant for livestock. This setting underscores a central theme of Luke’s Gospel; Jesus comes to identify with the poor, the lowly, and the displaced.

The announcement of this birth did not go to the halls of Caesar or the courts of the high priest; instead, it went to shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. In the social hierarchy of the first century, shepherds were often viewed with suspicion and were considered ceremonially unclean. Yet, an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, filling them with great fear. The angel told them not to be afraid, for he brought good news of great joy that would be for all the people. This savior, who is Christ the Lord, was born that day in the city of David. The sign given to the shepherds was specific and humble; they would find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.

Suddenly, a multitude of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased." This is the third great song or poem in Luke’s opening chapters. Once the angels departed, the shepherds decided to go straight to Bethlehem to see this thing that had happened. They found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger, just as they had been told. After seeing the child, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds said. Mary, however, did not just speak; she treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds returned to their fields, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.

Eight days later, the child was circumcised and given the name Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived. When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. As they offered a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord; a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons; they encountered a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. Simeon was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel. The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the Temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus, Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God.

Simeon’s prayer, known as the Nunc Dimittis, expresses a profound sense of fulfillment. He declares that he can now depart in peace because his eyes have seen God’s salvation, which has been prepared in the presence of all peoples. He describes Jesus as a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to his people Israel. However, Simeon also offers a sobering prophecy to Mary. He tells her that this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed, so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed. He adds that a sword will pierce through her own soul also. This is a reminder that the path of the Messiah and his followers will involve suffering and rejection.

In addition to Simeon, they met a prophetess named Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old and had lived as a widow until she was eighty four. she never left the Temple but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. These two elderly witnesses, Simeon and Anna, represent the faithful remnant of Israel who had been waiting patiently for God to act. Their presence in the Temple validates Jesus as the one who fulfills the longings of the Old Testament.

After performing everything according to the Law of the Lord, Joseph and Mary returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Luke records that the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him. The narrative then jumps forward to when Jesus was twelve years old. His parents went to Jerusalem every year for the Feast of the Passover. After the feast was over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. When they began looking for him among their relatives and friends and did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to seek him.

After three days they found him in the Temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother asked why he had treated them this way, noting that his father and she had been anxiously searching for him. Jesus responded with his first recorded words in the Gospel; "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?" His parents did not understand what he was saying to them, but Mary once again treasured all these things in her heart. Jesus went down with them and was obedient to them in Nazareth.

This specific episode in the Temple is crucial because it establishes Jesus’ self-awareness of his unique relationship with God. Even at twelve, he understands that his primary identity and mission are tied to his heavenly Father. Yet, Luke is careful to show that Jesus remained submissive to his earthly parents. The chapter concludes by stating that Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. This summary covers the "silent years" of Jesus’ development, moving from childhood into adulthood. It confirms that he experienced a normal human upbringing, growing physically, intellectually, socially, and spiritually, preparing him for the public ministry that would soon begin.

1.3 The Ministry of John the Baptist

The narrative moves forward in time, transitioning from the quiet domesticity of Nazareth to the rugged, sun-scorched wilderness of the Jordan Valley. As he did with the birth of Jesus, Luke provides a rigorous historical framework to anchor the ministry of John the Baptist in the reality of the Roman world. He lists a succession of rulers; Tiberius Caesar, who was in the fifteenth year of his reign; Pontius Pilate, the governor of Judea; Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee; his brother Philip; and Lysanias. He even mentions the religious leadership, noting the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas. By citing these names, Luke signals that the word of God did not come to the powerful in their palaces or the priests in their comfortable quarters; instead, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the desert. This geographical displacement is significant; in Biblical history, the wilderness is the place of testing, of stripped-away comforts, and of new beginnings. It was here that Israel was formed as a nation after the Exodus, and it is here that the new movement of the Kingdom begins.

John the Baptist is the bridge between the old and the new. He appears as a figure reminiscent of the ancient prophets, particularly Elijah, whose spirit and power he was prophesied to embody. His message is sharp, urgent, and uncompromising. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. This was a radical requirement; while the Jewish people were familiar with ritual washings for ceremonial purity, John was calling for a once-for-all baptism that signified a total inward turning away from sin and toward God. This baptism was not merely for Gentiles who wished to join the faith; it was for the covenant people of Israel themselves, suggesting that their physical lineage as children of Abraham was not enough to secure their standing before God.

Luke justifies John’s ministry by quoting the prophet Isaiah, describing John as the voice of one crying in the wilderness. The prophetic mandate is to prepare the way of the Lord and make his paths straight. The imagery is that of an ancient road construction project; every valley shall be filled, every mountain and hill shall be made low, the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways. This is the spiritual infrastructure necessary for the arrival of the King. The ultimate goal of this preparation is that all flesh shall see the salvation of God. This universal scope is a hallmark of Luke’s writing; he wants his readers to understand that the events unfolding in the Judean desert have implications for every human being on the planet.

As the crowds flocked to the river to be baptized, John did not greet them with soft words or religious platitudes. He addressed them as a brood of vipers, asking who had warned them to flee from the wrath to come. He challenged them to bear fruits in keeping with repentance. He warned them not to begin saying to themselves that they had Abraham as their father, for God is able to raise up children for Abraham from the very stones. This was a direct strike at religious complacency and ethnic pride. John’s theology was fruit-oriented; he taught that the axe is already laid to the root of the trees, and every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

The crowds, moved by the weight of his words, asked a practical and vital question; "What then shall we do?" John’s answers provide a fascinating look at what repentance looks like in everyday life. To the general public, he commanded radical generosity; whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise. This was not a call to legalistic ritual but to basic human compassion. When tax collectors came to be baptized, he did not tell them to quit their jobs, but he commanded them to collect no more than they were authorized to do. In an era where tax collectors were notorious for extortion and padding their own pockets, this was a revolutionary act of honesty. When soldiers asked him the same question, he told them not to extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and to be content with their wages. John’s ministry was intensely practical; he believed that true spiritual change must manifest in how a person handles money, power, and their neighbor’s needs.

As the impact of John’s preaching grew, the people began to wonder if he might be the Christ. The atmosphere was charged with messianic expectation. John, however, was quick to clarify his subordinate role. He told the people that he baptized them with water, but one who is mightier than he is coming. John claimed he was not even worthy to untie the strap of this coming one’s sandals. While John’s baptism was one of water and repentance, the coming one would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. This imagery of fire suggests both purification and judgment. John described the Messiah as a winnowing fan in hand, ready to clear his threshing floor and gather the wheat into his barn, while the chaff he would burn with unquenchable fire. With many other exhortations, John preached the good news to the people, though his ministry eventually cost him his freedom. He boldly rebuked Herod the tetrarch for his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things Herod had done. Consequently, Herod added to his crimes by locking John up in prison.

Before John’s imprisonment, however, a monumental event occurred at the Jordan River. When all the people were being baptized, Jesus also came to be baptized. Luke’s account of this event is unique in its brevity and its focus on the prayer of Jesus. As Jesus was praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. This was not a mere internal feeling or a private vision; it was a physical manifestation of divine approval. A voice came from heaven, saying, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." This moment is the official inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry. It is a Trinitarian epiphany where the Father speaks, the Spirit descends, and the Son is anointed for his mission.

The baptism of Jesus serves several purposes in the Lukan narrative. First, it demonstrates Jesus’ solidarity with the people he came to save. Though he had no need for repentance or the forgiveness of sins, he submitted to John’s baptism to identify with the humanity he had taken on. Second, it provides the divine testimony necessary to validate his identity. The voice from heaven echoes the royal psalms and the prophecies of the suffering servant, blending the concepts of kingship and sacrifice. Third, the descent of the Spirit equips him for the tasks ahead. In Luke’s theology, the Holy Spirit is the primary agent of power and guidance. Just as the Spirit was active in his conception, the Spirit is now present to lead him into the next phase of his journey.
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