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Thank you for taking the time to read this book. What began as a 365-day devotional book called 365 Days of Devotion For Everyone with a two-week mini-series called “The Twelve Apostles” has become so much more. 

That two-week mini-series became a devotional book of its own called The Twelve Apostles – The World’s Most Known About Christians. Then, each of those became a full-length sermon for Social Media Ministries. You can watch them on our website or YouTube channel.

Today, you hold edited transcriptions of those sermons in your hands. As a result, the sentences and paragraphs in this book will not all be as grammatically correct as you would expect in a “normal” book. 

They are spoken words. There will be some repetition. Yes, the transcripts have been edited so they can be more easily read and comprehended, but they won’t be perfect.

As you’re reading, imagine someone is speaking to you. If you’ve watched or listened to the sermons, imagine I am speaking to you. If you haven’t, take the time to find them online and watch the videos or listen to the podcast. 

You can do that either before or after you read the book. Don’t do it at the same time because the spoken words in the videos or podcasts will not match what you are reading. Remember, these transcripts have been edited. 

Also, I strongly encourage you to engage online. Comment on the YouTube videos and share them with others. People love learning about the 12 apostles. This is a great way to introduce others to the Bible and lead them to Christ. I really hope you enjoy reading this book. 

~ Spencer Coffman

Lesson 1
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Hello and welcome to Social Media Ministries. My name is Spencer Coffman. Thank you so much for being with us today. We are kicking off a series called “The Twelve Apostles.” 

So this is going to be an awesome 14-part devotional series. Holy moly – 14 parts! 14 weeks if you read one lesson each week. That’s a little bit over three months. So you can do it and if you can’t, don’t worry, we have a playlist with all the sermons. You can check it out on our YouTube channel or on our website. 

This is the introductory lesson. This is our first message. We’re kicking it off, like I said. If you are a returning visitor, you kind of know the style. Hopefully, you’ve watched a lot of our sermons online. 

You’re following us on social media. You’ve been sharing to help us complete our mission of reaching more people with the gospel through the use of social media. We need your help to do that. 

This series is gonna be great, it’s “The Twelve Apostles.” Who are they? What are the 12 apostles? Perhaps you don’t know. That’s okay. These were the 12 disciples of Jesus Christ. These men were hand-selected by Jesus. 

Hand selected. Jesus was walking around like an ordinary dude. And now, keep in mind, Jesus lived 30 years. 30 years on Earth. 30 years in a small little town of Nazareth. He grew up traveling the area, obviously going back and forth to Jerusalem every so often.

We know the one story when Jesus was a little boy and He accidentally got left behind, and a few days had gone by, and His family started looking for Him amongst the thousands of people that traveled together in a caravan. 

So of course, they thought He was with the relatives. Very simple. They end up going back, and they find Jesus in the temple courts, really, educating everyone. He says, “You should have known I was here attending my Father's business.” 

So even from a little boy, Jesus had a purpose. He had a mission, and for 30 years He became known in His area, in his hometown, and everything. 

And His parents Mary and Joseph — His earthly parents — they obviously had more children, and Jesus had little brothers and, possibly, sisters. He grew up as the oldest of a family of who knows how many. 

And so, He had a pretty basic life. A human life. It wasn’t until He was about 30 years old that He began His ministry. His calling. So He waited 30 years to live His calling. 

So don’t worry if you are under the age of 30. You still have some time to get things figured out, but when you turn 30, life is gonna begin. So you have until 30 to kind of be carefree, but when you turn 30. Day one baby! 

So Jesus turned 30. We don’t know when — I mean, we know when — we had a sermon on His birthday. You can check that out on our website. He turned 30 and then went around and started rounding up some people. 

He gathered these disciples. So as He was walking around, He was teaching and people were like, “This guy is the Messiah. This is the guy. This is the one. This is the guy John the Baptist talked about. This is the guy that we’ve been waiting for.”

So they start to realize this, and as they realize this, Jesus is walking around, He says, “Hey you, come on. Leave your stuff behind, you’re coming with me.” And He says to this guy, “Hey leave everything. Follow me,” and they do it. They do it. So these men were hand-selected. They gave up everything to follow Him.

Let’s check out a couple of verses. We’re going to dive in. This is going to be a heavily biblical text series. We’re going to really dive into the Scripture because the disciples were all mentioned in Scripture and that’s really where we can learn most about them. 

Of course, there are other non-canonized texts, which are texts that were written during or around that time, but they weren’t determined to be legitimate enough, well-documented, or verified. 

They weren’t verified enough to become part of the Bible. So there are other texts out there, other acts of these disciples that you can find and read and draw on and learn more about them.

We’re going to drive it mainly from the Bible and then we’ll grab some kind of common knowledge, that would be if you typed in their name on the internet you would see this. So we’re going to use some of that. Of course, it’s not made up, it’s verified information. 

So, all that being said, make sure you have your Bible ready and warmed up. Find it. Dig it out of the closet. Find it in your shoe box, wherever you got it. Open up the app on your phone, and start following along.

We’re going to go to Luke Chapter 6 Verse 13. It says, 

“When morning came, He called his disciples to Him and chose 12 of them, whom He also designated apostles.” 

Luke 6:13

So He chose these guys. He chose them to come with Him.

“Peter answered Him, ‘We have left everything to follow you. What then will there be for us?’” 

Matthew 19:27

Now that is a different story. There are two points that I want to, kind of, segue into on this. Number one, Jesus chose these disciples. Does that mean Jesus hasn’t chosen us? No, Jesus chose these disciples to travel around with Him to be His feet on the ground after He left. 

Obviously, Jesus is God so He knew what was going on. He’s like, “All right.” He knows the timeline. Jesus knew that when He turned 30, His ministry would start. 

He would choose 12 men. He would live with them for three years traveling around doing as much as He could and then He would be crucified and go back to Heaven. 

He knew that. So during those three years, He said, “I gotta get people to carry this on while I am gone.” He needed some leaders. He needed some generals so He chose these 12 to become the leaders and then these 12, after Jesus left, went around and got even more. 

And now, does Jesus just choose those 12 and that is it? No, He chooses everyone. He calls everyone. That’s why He has the Great Commission. Therefore go! 

He doesn’t just say therefore go to the people that were there. He says it to everyone. So you are chosen by God. Everyone is. We all are. It’s our choice whether we want to respond and follow that calling. 

These disciples — they were chosen. They could’ve said, “Nope, sorry Lord, I am good with my fishing nets.” Or, “Sorry, I like being a tax collector.” He could’ve – they could’ve said that. They instead chose to step into the calling and so that’s you too.

God is calling and choosing each and every one of us. We can’t be chosen by God in order to go to Heaven. We can all be saved. We can all be chosen. We can all live our calling for God. 

He called each and every one of us. Every single person. He called you. It’s up to you whether you are going to listen to that calling exactly like the 12 apostles did.

They didn’t even think. God said, “I want you to follow me,” and they’re like boom, “I am in, let’s go.” We have instances where one disciple told another person about Him and there may have been some like, “No, I do not really believe it,” and then all of a sudden, a few days later, of doubting, Jesus came and instantly, it was like everything shifted. 

They’re like, “I believe!” And the other guy is like, “What are you talking about? You told me you didn’t believe and we’ve been fighting over this for three days.” And he is like, “I know, but I saw Him now and I don’t know what happened, I am instantly in.”

That’s what happens. You can fight it for so long, but at some point, accept your calling. God is calling you. He stands at the door and knocks. We’ve had sermons on living your purpose and how you have a purpose, you can check them all out. We’ve got a playlist on our YouTube channel. Or you can go to our website. You do. You have a purpose and a calling to live for God. 

He wants us to be fruitful and multiply. To spread the Word to all nations. To grow the church — the body of Christ. That means getting more people to believe in Him just like these disciples did. Their lives are an example for us. Exactly like Jesus was an example for us.

We can choose to step into the calling that God is calling us. He’s choosing you. Are you gonna neglect it? Are you gonna go away? Are you gonna run? Or are you gonna step into the calling? 

These Christians — these 12 men – were perhaps some of the greatest Christians that ever walked the Earth. Therefore, you should definitely know about them, and you should learn about them. 

And that’s what this series is going to do. It’s going to educate you on these men. Now, you take a look at some major Christians or crusaders, let’s call them, of today. Really, the only one that comes to mind that is huge is Billy Graham or another guy that I know, his name is Mike Francen.

Now these people are big crusaders. They have gone around. Mike, he’s been in other countries saving people. He’s written books. He’s got things out there. He’s had rallies that have saved millions. Billy Graham same thing. All over the United States, big rallies.

Or the people who put on Promise Keepers. Another big, big event. There are people like Joyce Meyer that go around and do things like this. You can name a whole bunch of them. But the 12 apostles were the first. 

They were out there doing this and these other big names of today are following after their examples. At least we hope they are, in both their personal lives and out and about.

You don’t have to be that big. You don’t have to be the next Billy Graham, but get out there and follow what these apostles did. This is the most well-known group of evangelists in the world. 

You go anywhere and you can ask people, “Hey, have you heard of the 12 disciples?” “Hey, have you heard of the 12 apostles?” Many of them are going to say, “Yes” but guess what? Less than 5 percent of the world’s population can even name six. 

Can you name half of the disciples? How many can you name? How many? How many can you remember? There are 12 total, how many? How many names? Today that’s going to change. By the time this 14-part devotional is done, you will be able to name all of them. 

Now, you may not be able to rattle them all off, but you’re going to know who they are. You’re going to know how they died. You’re going to know, more importantly, how they lived. That’s what you gotta know – how they lived, and how you can live following them.

You gotta commit yourself to learning about these great men. Make an effort to remember who they were and their associations with Christ and the other disciples. 

These guys were a family just like we are a family. Brothers and sisters in Christ. However, these guys were a little bit closer than that. A lot of these people were brothers, genetically related. 

Some of them could have been cousins, we don’t know for sure if they were cousins or not, for sure there were brothers. Their names, here we go, are as follows. We get this from Matthew Chapter 10 Verses 2 to 4. 

“These are the names of The Twelve Apostles. First Simon who is called Peter and his brother Andrew, James son of Zebedee, and his brother John, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax collector, James son of Alphaeus and Judas Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot who betrayed Him.”

Matthew 10:2-4

That’s the 12 right there. A lot of them have two names. So, yes, it can be confusing. You’re really going to be remembering like 24 names, but guess what my name is Spencer Coffman. That is two names. You have two names. Some of us have three names. Most of us are known though by two names. 

In addition, there was also a 13th disciple who replaced Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Jesus. There was a 13th, his name is Matthias, or some people call it Matias but it’s Matthias. 

He replaced Judas although not much is known about him. So, it was up, it was down in the running to two people and Matthias got the — the lot fell upon him and he was chosen to continue on. 

But the others still served and there were many other people. After all, the Gospel of Mark, that is John Mark. He wasn’t one of the apostles but he was one of the people who traveled with the disciples. So he wrote a book and it was a gospel, but he wasn’t one of the 12 apostles and so that’s interesting.

And Luke, was Luke one of the 12 apostles? No, but he was one of the men around there. And so, we have these people here that were very influential in this time period but they were still chosen is my point. It’s not like only these 12 are chosen or that you have to be chosen. Everyone is chosen.

Now some of you out there might say, “Okay Spencer, what about that verse that says many are called but few are chosen? So only a few can do it.” That’s different. 

That’s a different perspective. But okay let’s dive into that. Many are called. Yes, we are all called. Few are chosen. That means few of us step into the calling. That is what that means. You step into the calling. 

Everyone is called. God wants us all. He stands at the door and knocks but few step into that calling and then become part of the chosen ones. It doesn’t mean that we are all called and He only hand selects a few. 

No, He calls us all and a few of us respond to that calling and become part of the family of God or become part of “the chosen” so to speak. All right, that’s the difference. That’s what is going on. 

For those of you who are arguing that you have to be chosen by God, or that only certain people can go to Heaven, or only certain people can be saved, you are wrong. We can all be saved. God stands at the door and knocks. You simply have to step into your calling. Respond to Him and you are now part of the chosen ones. You can do it.

All right a little bit more about these apostles – about these disciples. We know the names, Simon Peter, his brother Andrew, so they are brothers. Simon Peter who is known as Peter in the Bible, so we are going to call him Peter. Peter and his brother Andrew, they’re brothers. 

Then we have James and his brother John. The sons of Zebedee. James and John are brothers. Then we have Philip and Bartholomew. Now Philip and Bartholomew are always put together and in all the lists, it’s Philip and Bartholomew. 

In addition, when the disciples went out, Philip and Bartholomew usually traveled together, so they were close. They were either really good friends or perhaps they were cousins or related although it doesn’t necessarily say they were brothers.

Now we also have James, which is James son of Alphaeus. He is known also as James the Lesser. Then we have Matthew. Matthew is also a son of Alphaeus. So we have both James and Matthew who are sons of Alphaeus. Are they brothers? We do not know for certain. 

Many scholars speculate if they were. Many scholars say they weren’t. So it’s a split decision. But they were both known in the Bible as sons of Alphaeus so you can either believe that they are brothers or you can believe that they were sons of two different people named Alphaeus. 

Exactly like there are other people in the world named Spencer, or John, or Luke, or Mark, or whoever. Whether or not they were brothers is really unknown. It’s up for debate, but whether you choose to believe they were or were not, guess what? You can still go to Heaven. Jesus is the way. 

Now we also have some debate on James the Lesser being brothers with Judas Thaddaeus because people say Judas Thaddaeus is also known as the son of James or the brother of James. And if it’s one or the other, guess what? It really depends on the translation. What it is though, is really the son of James.

And so, again, we’ll get into this when we get to that individual, when we get to Judas Thaddaeus. We’ll dive into it a little bit more and when we get into James the Lesser we’ll dive into it a little bit more. 

But for now, I am going to just say right out that James and Judas were probably not brothers. I would believe that James and Matthew were brothers over James and Judas were brothers. Judas Thaddaeus, that is Jude, as we know him. 

The reason is because I believe that there was a James that was Jude’s father and that’s how it was known right there. Then this other James son of Alphaeus, because we have Judas Thaddaeus, but he wasn’t known as a son of Alphaeus, he was known as the son of James. 

And so, how could he be James’s brother and a son of James, unless this Alphaeus guy was also known as James? Then we have all kinds of complications.

So right now, what we know is Simon and Andrew are brothers. They are. Simon Peter and Andrew, brothers. James the Greater and John are brothers. Then we have James the Lesser and Matthew maybe brothers. James the Lesser and Judas Thaddaeus are not really brothers.

So that’s what we have got. Stay tuned. We have got a great devotional coming up. We’re going to dive into the apostles in order. So we read them in a certain order, they’re going to be in order. 

In the next lesson, you’re going to be learning about Simon Peter. So stay tuned for that because it is going to be great.

Let’s pray. Lord Jesus, thank you so much for this time together. I ask that you inspire each and every person out there to return. To come back. To stick with it for 14 weeks. It’s a long time but three months is worth it.

Lord, that they would be inspired. That they would step into their calling. That they would become part of the chosen and that they would follow and live their lives exactly like the apostles did. Going out there and bringing more people to you. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Come back next week. It is going to be great. God bless.

Lesson 2



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​Simon Peter



[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


This is part number two. We’re in a 14-part series. You can check out the sermons by going to our YouTube channel and finding the playlist on “The Twelve Apostles” or going to our website and finding it there.

Today we are talking about Simon Peter. Now Simon Peter was perhaps the most well-known disciple. In the first lesson, we mentioned that less than 5 percent of the world’s population could only name six disciples. Most of them can indeed name Simon Peter. 

A lot of people just go by the books of the Bible. So they start saying Matthew, Mark, Luke, John... Well, there they got two out of the 12 because Luke and Mark are not in the disciple list. But they got two. 

Most of them can name Peter, and then pretty much everyone knows Judas – the one who betrayed Jesus. And so, those four are pretty straightforward giveaways. It’s the next two that they have some struggle coming up with, but by the time this series is done, you’re going to be able to name all 12.

Simon Peter. We’ve got two names there. Simon and Peter. Then he was also known as Kefas or Cephas, depending on how you pronounce it. So he’s got three different names and different translations. 

Throughout the New Testament, those three names are in there over 200 times. About 209 times, 219-209ish times in the Bible, and it’s in about 178 different verses. 

Now, of course, some people say, “Oh. No, it’s over 200 verses, I typed it in on Google.” Well, sometimes it might say in a verse Simon Peter so then they count that as twice but it’s really in the same verse, so you cannot count that twice.

So if you go individually, how many times is Simon Peter – even if he has two names in one verse – how many times is he mentioned in the Bible? It would be 182 instances with 178 verses and over 200 times his names are mentioned throughout the Bible. 

What is the point of all that? The point is to show you that this guy was talked about a lot. Especially, when some of the other disciples are only mentioned five times throughout the Scriptures. Simon Peter — Cephas — over 200 times. 

What does this tell us? This tells us he was important. They’re all important, but this guy was a lead role. He was the leader of the pack. He was the one that started it, that really helped keep everyone going. So let’s learn about him and see what you can find out and how you can apply his life to your life. 

This is going to be a heavy Bible day. We got a lot of verses. A lot of Scripture, so let’s dive in. Who was Peter? Simon Peter. He was a Galilean. He lived in Galilee. Now what is that? Well, that is where a lot of these apostles came from. 

He was also the son of Jonah. Some translations of the Bible say “John” but we are pretty sure it’s Jonah because he was known in other verses as “bar Jonah” and “bar” means “son of.” So it’s a very good chance that his father’s name was indeed Jonah.

Let’s go to Matthew for starters. Matthew Chapter 16 Verse 17. 

“Jesus replied, blessed are you Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in Heaven.” 

Matthew 16:17

We will get to what that is later on, but son of Jonah. John Chapter 1 Verse 42. 

“Jesus looked at him and said, you are Simon, son of John, you will be called Cephas, which, when translated, is Peter.”

John 1:42

All right the word “Cephas” is Aramaic and “Peter” is Greek, and both of those words incidentally mean “rock,” which is where our other verse was in Matthew when Jesus continued, “Blessed are you for I tell you, that you Peter, on this rock I will build my church.”

Well, because Simon Peter and Cephas mean rock, well not necessarily Simon, but Peter and Cephas mean rock. So, he was a fisherman who lived in Bethsaida and Capernaum, so he was all around that area. 

Now, let’s go back to a little bit of a translation. Why in Matthew was he son of Jonah, and why in John is he named John? Well, it’s very possible that Jonah was the Aramaic version and John could have been the Greek word for Jonah and so they just translated it. 

In addition, his name could have had a John in it or they could have all been sons of Jonahs and his father could have been known as a John as well. As to why, does it really matter who his father was? We have it in two instances in the Bible, depending on your translation it could be different, but you can go from there.

Peter, we know that Peter was one of the apostles who was married, so that must have been very hard. For those of you who are thinking of joining the mission field and you say, “But I do not want to leave my family or my wife and my children.” 

Peter was a married man. How do we know this? Let’s go to 1 Corinthians 9:5. 

“Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas? Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living?”

1 Corinthians 9:5

Now, you say, “That was very confusing. What’s all that about?” Well, we have Peter in here and it says, “taking a believing wife along with us.” So, who is the believing wife? Well, they’re talking about Peter’s. We also know in other verses that Peter had a mother-in-law because they went to his mother-in-law’s house. 

He was a leader in every list of disciples. Every list. He is mentioned first. Of course, I mentioned this, he had two other names due to the different languages. Simon was the Greek name and we see this in Mark. 

“As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.” 

Mark 1:16

So Peter was a fisherman. Simon — Greek name. John 1:40 says, 

“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus.” 

John 1:40

So we have Simon there and then of course, in 41 if we continue on, 

“The first thing that Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We’ve found the Messiah, that is the Christ,’ and he brought him to Jesus.” 

John 1:41

We’ll talk about Andrew next week, so stay tuned for that. All right we said Cephas is his Hebrew name. We see this in 1 Corinthians.

“What I mean is this, one of you says, ‘I will follow Paul.’ Another, ‘I will follow Apollos.’ Another, ‘I will follow Cephas.’ Still another, ‘I will follow Christ.’” 
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