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    Introduction


  




  

    Let’s be honest: you probably didn’t pick up this book because you were dying to read about Leviticus.




    Nobody’s favorite Bible book is Leviticus. Nobody finishes Genesis and Exodus, turns the page, and thinks, Oh good—now we get to the part about skin diseases and burnt offerings! If the Bible were a streaming series, Leviticus would be the episode most people skip. It’s the one with no action scenes, no dramatic rescues, no seas parting or walls falling down. Just rules. Lots and lots of rules. Rules about animals. Rules about blood. Rules about mold on the walls of your house. Rules about what you can eat, what you can wear, and what to do if you accidentally touch a dead lizard.




    It sounds boring. It sounds irrelevant. It sounds like the last book in the Bible that a teenager (or anyone else) would want to read.




    So why should you?




    Because here’s the secret nobody tells you: Leviticus isn’t a random collection of ancient rules. It’s the answer to the most important question in the entire Bible.




    The Question




    To understand that question, you need to remember where we are in the story. In Genesis, God created a perfect world and placed human beings in the middle of it. They were meant to live in his presence—walking with him, talking with him, enjoying the kind of closeness that most people can barely imagine. But sin wrecked everything. Adam and Eve chose their own way over God’s way, and the result was separation. They were driven out of the garden, away from the tree of life, away from God’s unguarded presence.




    The rest of Genesis is the story of God beginning to fix what went wrong. He chose Abraham and promised to build a nation through him—a people who would belong to God and through whom God would eventually bless the whole world. That family grew into the nation of Israel, and by the end of Genesis they were living in Egypt.




    In Exodus, things got worse before they got better. Israel spent four hundred years in slavery. God raised up Moses, sent ten devastating plagues against Egypt, and led his people out through the Red Sea. He brought them to Mount Sinai, gave them his law, and then did something absolutely extraordinary: he told them to build him a house. A tent, actually—the tabernacle—where his presence would physically dwell right in the middle of their camp.




    And that’s where the question hits.




    God is holy. Perfectly, blindingly, dangerously holy. His holiness isn’t just a nice quality, like being kind or patient. It’s the white-hot core of who he is. When it came in contact with sin in the Bible, people died. When Moses asked to see God’s glory, God told him that no one could see his face and live.




    And now this God—this holy, untouchable, overwhelming God—has moved into the neighborhood. His tent is sitting right in the center of the Israelite camp, surrounded on every side by people who lie, cheat, get angry, break promises, and fail in a thousand ways every day.




    So the question is this: How can a holy God live among an unholy people without destroying them?




    That’s what Leviticus answers. Every sacrifice, every law, every ritual, every festival—all of it exists to solve that one problem. How do sinful people approach a holy God? How do they stay in his presence without being consumed? How do they live as his people in a world that pulls them in every other direction?




    Leviticus is God’s instruction manual for living with him.




    What You’re About to Read




    The book divides into several major sections, and each one tackles a different part of the problem.




    Chapters 1–7 deal with the sacrificial system—five different types of offerings that covered everything from worship and thanksgiving to sin and guilt. These weren’t meaningless rituals. Each one taught Israel something about God’s holiness, the seriousness of sin, and the cost of forgiveness.




    Chapters 8–10 tell the story of the priests—the men who served as go-betweens for God and the people. You’ll read about their ordination, their first day on the job, and one of the most shocking incidents in the Bible, when two of Aaron’s sons were killed for approaching God the wrong way. It’s a hard story, but it sets the tone for everything else: God’s holiness is not negotiable.




    Chapters 11–15 cover the purity laws—the rules about clean and unclean food, skin diseases, bodily discharges, and contamination. These chapters are the ones most people find strange. But they were making a point Israel needed to hear every single day: holiness touches everything. There is no corner of your life—not even what you eat for breakfast—that doesn’t belong to God.




    Chapter 16 describes the Day of Atonement, the most important day of the year. Once a year, the high priest entered the Most Holy Place—the inner room of the tabernacle where God’s presence dwelled—and performed a ceremony that cleansed the entire nation of its sin. This chapter is the heart of the book, and it points forward to Jesus more directly than almost anything else in the Old Testament.




    Chapter 17 establishes why blood matters so much. It contains one of the most quoted verses in Leviticus: “The life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar.” Every sacrifice in the book rests on this truth.




    Chapters 18–20 shift from worship to everyday life. This is where God says, “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy”—and then shows what holiness looks like in relationships, business, justice, and love. Right here, buried in the book most people skip, you’ll find the verse Jesus called the second greatest commandment in the entire Bible: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”




    Chapters 21–24 cover the standards for priests and sacrificial animals, the sacred calendar of festivals that structured Israel’s entire year, and a few final laws. The festivals alone are worth the price of admission—every single one of them points to something Jesus fulfilled.




    Chapters 25–27 close the book with the Sabbath Year, the Year of Jubilee, and the blessings and curses of the covenant. The Jubilee—a once-in-a-lifetime reset where debts were canceled, slaves were freed, and land was returned—is one of the most radical ideas in the history of the world. And when Jesus stood up in his hometown synagogue and announced what he’d come to do, the passage he read was about the Jubilee.




    Why This Matters for You




    Leviticus matters because it answers questions you didn’t even know you were asking.




    How serious is sin? Leviticus will show you. It costs blood. It costs life. It’s not something God shrugs off.




    How much does God want to be with his people? Leviticus will show you that too. The entire book exists because God refused to stay distant. He moved in. He made a way. He built a system—complicated and costly as it was—so that sinful people could live in his presence and survive.




    And here’s the thing that ties it all together: every single part of Leviticus points to Jesus. The sacrifices point to his death. The priests point to his role as the one who stands between us and God. The Day of Atonement points to his cross. The purity laws point to his power to make the unclean clean. The festivals point to his life, death, resurrection, and return. The Jubilee points to the freedom he came to bring.




    Leviticus isn’t the dusty, irrelevant rulebook people think it is. It’s the blueprint for everything Jesus came to do.




    Before You Start




    One more thing. As you read through this book, you’re going to encounter some unfamiliar territory. Animal sacrifices. Blood rituals. Rules about things you’ve never thought about. Some of it will seem strange. Some of it will seem harsh. That’s okay. Every chapter will explain what’s happening and why it matters—not just for ancient Israel, but for you.




    The God who speaks in Leviticus is the same God who sent his Son. The holiness that burns through every page is the same holiness that drove Jesus to the cross. And the grace that built the entire sacrificial system—the grace that said, “I will make a way for you to come to me”—is the same grace that meets you today.




    So give Leviticus a chance. You might be surprised by what you find.




    Turn the page.
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    Coming to God on God’s Terms


  




  

    Imagine you’ve won a contest, and the prize is a private tour of the White House—not the regular tourist kind, but the real thing. You’re going to walk through the Oval Office, sit in the Situation Room, and eat lunch in the dining room where the president eats.




    Exciting, right? But here’s what happens before you get anywhere near the building. You go through a background check. You pass through security screenings. You’re told exactly where you can walk and where you can’t. There’s a dress code. There’s an escort. There are rules about what you can touch, what doors you can open, and how to address people.




    You might think, It’s just a building. Why all the fuss? But it’s not just a building. It’s where the most powerful person in the country lives and works. The protocols aren’t there to keep you out—you were invited, after all. They exist because of who lives there. The greater the person, the more carefully you approach.




    Now multiply that by infinity. Because at the beginning of Leviticus, the Israelites weren’t visiting a president. They were living next door to the Creator of the universe.




    Think about where we left off at the end of Exodus. The tabernacle had just been built—God’s tent, right in the middle of the Israelite camp. And then the glory of the Lord came down and filled it. The cloud descended. The fire blazed. The Creator of the universe moved in next door.




    This was supposed to be good news. And it was. God wanted to live with his people. He had rescued them from slavery in Egypt, brought them through the Red Sea, given them his law at Mount Sinai, and now he was making his home among them. That’s grace. That’s love.




    But it also created an enormous problem.




    God is holy. Perfectly, blazingly, dangerously holy. At Mount Sinai, the people weren’t even allowed to touch the base of the mountain while God was on it—or they would die. When his glory filled the tabernacle, even Moses couldn’t go inside. The same God who loved these people enough to rescue them was so pure that getting close to him without preparation would be like grabbing a live power line with your bare hands.




    So here was the dilemma. God wanted to be near his people. His people needed to be near God. But sin stood between them like a wall, and God’s holiness was not something that could just be ignored. How could sinful, flawed, failing human beings approach a perfectly holy God—and survive?




    That’s what Leviticus answers. And it starts with the sacrifices.




    Leviticus opens with God speaking to Moses from inside the tabernacle—the same tent Moses couldn’t enter at the end of Exodus. The very first word is a call. God called to Moses. He wasn’t hiding. He wasn’t pushing people away. He was inviting them in. But the invitation came with instructions, because getting close to this God required doing things his way.




    The first seven chapters of Leviticus describe five different types of offerings. Each one served a different purpose, and together they formed a complete system for how people could worship God, deal with their sin, express their gratitude, and maintain their relationship with him.




    If that sounds complicated, don’t worry. We’ll walk through each one. And as we do, watch for something important: every single offering teaches us something about what it costs to be in a relationship with a holy God—and how far God was willing to go to make that relationship possible.




    The Burnt Offering




    The burnt offering was the most basic and most dramatic of all the sacrifices. Here’s how it worked.




    A worshiper would bring an animal—a bull, a sheep, a goat, or if they were poor, a dove or pigeon. The animal had to be the best they had. No injured animals. No sick ones. No leftovers. It had to be without defect—perfect.




    The worshiper would bring the animal to the entrance of the tabernacle. Then they would place their hand on the animal’s head. This wasn’t a pat on the head. It was an act of identification. The worshiper was saying, in effect, “This animal represents me. What happens to it happens on my behalf.”




    Then the animal was killed. Its blood was splashed against the sides of the altar. And the entire animal—every piece of it—was burned up on the altar. Nothing was saved. Nothing was eaten. It all went up in smoke.




    The text says the smoke rose as “an aroma pleasing to the Lord.” That doesn’t mean God was literally sniffing the air. It means he accepted the offering. It meant the worshiper’s devotion had reached him.




    The burnt offering was about total surrender. The whole animal was consumed because the whole point was giving everything to God—holding nothing back. It was a way of saying, “I belong to you. All of me.”




    And notice this: the offering “made atonement” for the worshiper. That word—atonement—is one of the most important words in the entire Bible. It means to cover over, to make things right between you and God. The animal died so the worshiper didn’t have to. Something innocent paid the price for someone guilty.




    The Grain Offering




    Not every offering involved an animal. The grain offering was made from the best flour, mixed with olive oil and frankincense. Sometimes it was baked into cakes or wafers. No yeast was allowed, and no honey—but every grain offering had to include salt.




    Why salt? Because salt was a sign of a lasting covenant. In the ancient world, sharing a meal with salt meant you were bound together. Adding salt to the offering was a reminder that this wasn’t a one-time transaction. It was part of an ongoing relationship between God and his people.
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