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Summary

Marina Bennett thought she had left Coral Bay and its painful memories behind forever. After building a successful career as a marine biologist in Boston, she's forced to return to her small coastal hometown to settle her late grandmother's estate. What she doesn't expect is to come face-to-face with Lucas Rivera, the man who shattered her heart ten years ago.

Lucas never stopped loving Marina, but a devastating secret kept him from following her all those years ago. Now a successful charter boat captain and respected community leader, he sees Marina's return as his second chance to make things right. But can he find the courage to reveal the truth that drove them apart?

As Marina spends her summer sorting through her grandmother's seaside cottage, she finds herself drawn back into the rhythms of coastal life and the warm embrace of a community she thought she'd outgrown. Working alongside Lucas to restore her grandmother's beloved boat, old feelings resurface, and the chemistry between them is as undeniable as the tide.

But Marina has built a life in Boston, complete with a promising job offer that could make or break her career. And Lucas harbors a secret that could either heal their past or destroy any chance of a future together. With summer fading and decisions looming, Marina must choose between the life she's carefully constructed and the love she never forgot.

Saltwater Heart is a tender second-chance romance about coming home, confronting the past, and discovering that sometimes the greatest adventure is letting yourself fall in love all over again.
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Chapter One
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Coming Home

The salt air hit Marina Bennett the moment she stepped out of her rental car, and with it came a flood of memories she'd spent ten years trying to forget. Coral Bay looked exactly the same—the weathered dock pilings, the fishing boats bobbing gently in the harbor, the cry of seagulls overhead. Even the old bait shop still had that faded blue awning that flapped in the breeze.

She'd told herself this trip would be quick. Fly in from Boston, meet with her grandmother's attorney, sign whatever papers needed signing, put the cottage on the market, and leave. Three days, tops. She could handle three days in the town that held both her happiest memories and her most painful heartbreak.
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