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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The contents of this book were first given as messages in the Assembly in Yaounde. The Assembly had previously received two series of messages on God’s work in sanctification and the christian ministry. Because of that background, these messages are obviously oriented towards the believer’s responsibility in sanctification and spiritual ministry. As for consecration, each believer has the responsibility to consecrate himself to the Lord.

      There are things that God must do, and man must not attempt to do them. There are other things that He has decided in His sovereignty to let man do. He will not do them for man. If man decides not to do them, they will remain undone. We present in these messages the responsibility of the believer to do that which he must do. We are fully persuaded that in the light of the cross, the resurrection and the out-poured Holy Spirit, the willing believer can live a sin-free life, be wholly consecrated to the Lord, and serve the Lord to the satisfaction of the Father.

      Because the messages were copied out from tapes with very little modification, they maintain the preaching tone and characteristics.

      We send this book out with the prayer that the Lord of the harvest should use it to produce people who are sanctified and consecrated for spiritual ministry.

      Yaounde, 25th May 1986

      
        
        Zacharias TANEE FOMUM

        P.O. Box 6090

        Yaounde—Cameroon

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            SANCTIFICATION

          

        

      

    

    
      God is a General directing a campaign—a campaign against evil ; and the movement of each soldier is vital to His strategy. He does not want children who will just behave themselves and give Him no trouble. He wants willing co-operators who will allow Him to direct their lives in every detail and fit them together as a living part of His plan of reconstruction. It is when we are prepared to seek the will of God at this level that we shall find the answer to all our own problems, and those of the world as well.

      Only that which is sanctified can be consecrated. Only that which has been separated from all sin can be consecrated. All else is rejected. Everything that carries a tint of sin is rejected. God is not a beggar. He does not accept all that is offered to Him. He only accepts that which has been rendered pure.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSIBILITY IN SANCTIFICATION-1

          

        

      

    

    
      God has done all that He should do for the believer’s sanctification. For a fair treatment of that, we encourage you to read our book, The Way of Sanctification. In this message we shall concentrate on the believer’s responsibility in sanctification. We realize from the Word and from experience that believers who do not enter into practical sanctification do not fail because of what God has not done; they fail because they have not faced up to their own responsibility. God has His part in the sanctification of the believer. He has done it perfectly and completely. If it depended only on God alone, every believer would be enjoying perfect sanctification in practice from the day he is saved to the day he is raptured. In talking about what the Lord has done, the Bible says,

      
        
        “but when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies should be made a stool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:14).

      

      

      If God has done all that He should do for the believer’s sanctification, then the believer has a responsibility to do that which he must do in order to practically experience sanctification.

      The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy,

      
        
        “In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and earthenware, and some for noble use, some for ignoble. If any one purifies himself from what is ignoble, then he will be a vessel for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, ready for any good work. So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.” (2 Timothy 2:20-22).

      

      

      The following is evident from the above verses:

      
        
          	
        What the vessel is made up of is not the important thing. That was God’s sovereign choice. He decided to make some vessels of gold, others of silver, others of wood and others of earthenware. The vessel should not bother about whether it is of gold, silver, wood or earthenware. There is no special advantage that goes with the material of which the vessel is made. Some believers will be more gifted than others, but no one is necessarily used because he is endowed with many gifts, and no one is necessarily left aside because he has very few gifts
      

      	
        Some vessels will be used for noble use and others for ignoble use. Golden vessels can be used for noble or ignoble use. The same applies to silver, wooden and earthen vessels. The use into which a vessel will be put will not be decided on the basis of the material with which it is made, but on the basis of how it treats itself. The master will not use vessels for noble or ignoble use arbitrarily.
      

      	
        The vessel that will be of noble use will be the vessel that purifies itself, consecrates itself and thus makes itself ready to be used by the master of the house at the master’s choice.
      

      	
        Each vessel that has purified itself must keep away from all that can make it dirty.
      

      

      

      We can set out what will happen to twelve vessels, three of each kind, mentioned in this passage in table 1.

      It is obvious that whether a vessel is used by the Master or not is not decided by the Master. All pure vessels, all vessels that purify themselves will be used. All vessels that do not purify themselves have chosen not to be used by the Master. You are a vessel. You decide now whether or not you are to be used.

      We shall look at consecration later on in this book; for it is the act of making oneself available to the Lord to be used as He wants. But before anyone can consecrate himself, he must purify himself; for only the pure can be consecrated to the Lord.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Table 1

      

      The Bible does not here say that any vessel that shall be purified by the Lord shall be a vessel of honour. No! The Lord has already done that which is His part in the purification of vessels. He has done it for all the vessels : the golden vessels, the silver vessels, the wooden vessels and the earthen vessels. God has not left any one of them unpurified. God has purified every believer. He sanctifies all that He redeems. What is needed then is that the vessel that has been purified by the Lord should purify itself.

      There is then a choice for each vessel to decide whether or not it wants to purify itself. It is ultimately a choice of whether or not it wants to be used by the Lord. There are some who do not want to purify themselves but they want to be used. They are deceiving themselves. The Lord of holiness will not use dirty vessels for Himself. All dirty vessels are useless to the Lord. He cannot use them. Others may use them, but not the Lord. The word of God says that there were two types of priests at a certain time in the Old Testament. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Thus says the Lord God : No foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the people of Israel shall enter my sanctuary. But the Levites who went far from me, going astray from me after their idols when Israel went astray, shall bear their punishment. They shall be ministers in my sanctuary having oversight at the gates of the temple, and serving in the temple; they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall attend on the people, to serve them. Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore I have sworn concerning them, says the Lord God, that they shall bear their punishment. They shall not come near to me, to serve me as priests, nor come near any of my sacred things and the things that are most sacred; but they shall bear their shame, because of the abominations which they have committed. Yet I will appoint them to keep charge of the temple, to do its service and all that is to be done in it.” (Ezekiel 44:9-14).

      

      

      These priests did the following things that were wrong:

      
        
          	
        They went far from the Lord.
      

      	
        They went astray from the Lord after their own idols.
      

      	
        They became a stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel
      

      

      

      They maintained the following rights:

      
        
          	
        They remained Levites.
      

      	
        They remained priests.
      

      	
        They could minister in the Lord’s sanctuary.
      

      	
        They could have oversight over the gates of the temple.
      

      	
        They could serve in the temple.
      

      	
        They could slay the burnt offering and the sacrifices of the people.
      

      	
        They could attend on the people and serve them.
      

      	
        They were appointed by the Lord to
      

      

      

      
        
          	
        keep charge of the temple.
      

      	
        Do its service.
      

      	
        Do all that is to be done in it.
      

      

      

      They were forbidden the following:

      
        
          	
        They could not come near unto the Lord!
      

      	
        They could not serve the Lord as priests
      

      	
        They could not come near any of the Lord’s sacred things.
      

      	
        They could not come near any of the Lord’s most sacred things.
      

      

      

      This to me is a most serious issue. They were allowed to be busy in the temple. They could serve the people. They could do many things, but there was a wall between them and the Lord. They could serve the Lord’s people, but they could not serve the Lord Himself. They could kill the sacrifices, but they could not come near any of the Lord’s sacred or most sacred things.

      The vessel that does not purify itself may be used by people. It can serve various organizations, denominations, groups, etc but the Lord will not allow it to serve in His immediate presence. People may use the believer who would not purify himself as an evangelist, pastor, teacher, etc. He may be an elder, deacon, or deaconess. He may give large sums of money for christian enterprises. He may even be considered a key christian leader, but he has lost his place in God’s presence. He may rejoice that he is being used, and indeed he may be greatly used. The only question is, “Is he being used by the Lord for ministry in His immediate presence or is he being used to do things in the household of God?”

      Sin is a tragedy. When there is a sin that is unconfessed and unforsaken, fellowship with the Lord is broken. If the sin continues for days, weeks, months, years, then the fellowship with God remains broken for that long. You yourself know if there is a cloud somewhere between you and the Lord. You are free to allow the cloud to continue or to remove it at once. The choice is yours. I want you to know one thing. As long as the cloud exists, deep fellowship with the living God is impossible. You may go and suffer persecution; you may abandon all; you may give yourself to be burnt for the Lord, but as long as there is a sin in your life that is known by you but not confessed and forsaken, all your service for the Lord will be viewed on that day as wood, hay, and stubble.

      There were other priests who were different. The Bible says this about them,

      
        
        “But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept the charge of my sanctuary when the people of Israel went astray from me, shall come near to me to minister to me; and they shall attend on me to offer me the fat and the blood, says the Lord God; they shall enter my sanctuary, and they shall approach my table to minister to me, and they shall keep my charge. When they enter the gates of the inner court, they shall wear linen garments; they shall have nothing of wool on them, while they minister at the gates of the inner court, and within. They shall have linen turbans upon their heads, and linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves with anything that causes sweat. And when they go out into the outer court to the people, they shall put off the garments in which they have been ministering, and lay them in the holy chambers; and they shall put on other garments, lest they communicate holiness to the people with their garments. They shall not shave their heads or let their locks grow long; they shall only trim the hair on their heads. No priest shall drink wine, when he enters the inner court. They shall not marry a widow, or a divorced woman, but only a virgin of the stock of the house of Israel, or a widow who is the widow of a priest. They shall teach my people the difference between the holy and the common, and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. In a controversy they shall act as judges and they shall judge it according to my judgments. They shall keep my laws and my statutes in all my appointed feasts, and they shall keep my sabbaths holy. They shall not defile themselves by going near to a dead person; however, for father or mother, for son or daughter, for brother or unmarried sister they may defile themselves. After he is defiled, he shall count for himself seven days, and then he shall be clean. And on the day that he goes into the holy place, into the inner court, to minister in the holy place, he shall offer his sin offering, says the Lord God. They shall have no inheritance; I am their inheritance: and you shall give them no possession in Israel; I am their possession. They shall eat the cereal offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering; and every devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. And the first of all the first fruits of all kinds, and every offering of all kinds from all your offerings, shall belong to the priests; you shall also give to the priests the first of your coarse meal, that a blessing may rest on your house. The priests shall not eat of anything, whether bird or beast, that has died of itself or is torn.” (Ezekiel 44:15-31).

      

      

      The difference between these two lots of Levites is obvious and enormous. God did not impose the differences on them. By their attitude to sin, they made their choice and the Lord allowed them to have what they had chosen, and the difference will be felt throughout eternity. Again the Bible says,

      
        
        “Then I looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard was like the sound of harpers playing on their harps, and they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste (virgins); it is these who follow the Lamb wherever He goes; these have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless.” (Revelation 14:1-5).

      

      

      I do not want to discuss the details of this passage. I want only to draw your attention to the fact that whoever these one hundred and forty-four thousand may be or whoever they may represent, they possess attributes in the direction of holiness that the average believer does not seem to possess. They have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste. How many can say that they have not defiled themselves with women in either thought, word or deed from the time when at their conversion the Lord made them virgins ? They are spotless. How many believers can testify to the fact that they are spotless? The Bible says that in their mouth no lie was found. Can we say that of the average believer ? Can we say that of the pastor, missionary, elder, deacon, evangelist and so on?

      What makes the difference? Is it not possible to remain pure in thought word and deed from the moment one is converted until the moment when the Lord will come again? Is it not possible to be spotless from conversion to rapture? Is it not possible not to lie from the day of salvation to the day of coronation?

      If these things are possible; if the Lord has done all that He needs to do for the believer to live a sin-free life; if He has provided all that is needed for total deliverance from the tyranny of sin, then those who practise sin do it by personal choice. They know the way of victory. They can walk in it, but they have decided that they do not want to. They have decided that they can serve the Lord and practise sin at the same time. They have decided that God must accept them with their sin unconfessed, unforsaken or unabandoned. In this way, they have decided to serve around the temple and not serve the Lord Himself.

      God will never change His mind about sin. He will never close His eyes to sin. He will never close His eyes to your sin and use you as if you had purified yourself from all that is ignoble.

      You may be asking yourself, “How can I radically terminate with the sins that I commit? Is total deliverance possible?” We insist that total deliverance is possible. The Lord has provided for it. The question is, “Do you want it?” If you want total deliverance, it will have to be on God’s terms and not on yours. The Lord is prepared to deliver you from all your sin and not just from some. He will deliver you from all, but you must be prepared to forsake all your sin and not just some. Then you will have to be prepared to carry out restitution, and some of it may cost you much. There are no short cuts to spiritual reality, and if you want to be freed from the bondage of sin, you will have to face things squarely.

      In the next chapter, we present suggestions for a radical termination with sin. Read it carefully and make up your mind. If you want God’s best, follow along the lines suggested, and act.
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