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			Introduction

		


			Thank you for purchasing this book. It has everything you need to know about the total eclipse in Tennessee on August 21, 2017.

			A total eclipse passing across the United States is a rare event. The last US total eclipse was in 1979. It traveled over Washington, Oregon, Montana, and the corner of North Dakota.

			The next total eclipse over the US will not be until April 8, 2024. It will pass over Texas, the Midwest, and on to Maine. After that, the next coast-to-coast total eclipse will be in 2045!

			It’s imperative to make travel plans today. You will be amazed at the number of people swarming to the total eclipse path. Some might say watching a partial versus a total eclipse is a similar experience. It’s not.

			This book is written for Tennessee visitors and anyone else viewing the eclipse. You will find general planning, viewing, and photography information inside. Should you travel to the eclipse path in Tennessee in mid-August, be prepared for an epic trip. The state estimates a half million visitors will converge on Tennessee.

			Most hotels in the communities and cities along the path of totality in Tennessee have already sold out as of the writing of this guide. Finding lodging along the eclipse path will be a major challenge.

			Resources will be stretched far beyond the normal limits. Think gas lines from the late 1970s. It may be likely that traffic along mountain highways will come to a complete standstill during this event. Be prepared with backup supplies.

			Many smaller Tennessee towns are far from any major city. Tennessee country roads are slow. Please obey posted speed limits within all forest and park areas. Be cautious about believing a map application’s estimate of travel time in Tennessee.

			People in all communities along the path of the total eclipse plan to rent out their properties for this event. With a major celestial event in the summer of 2017, be assured that Tennessee “hasn’t seen anything yet.”

			Is this to say to avoid Tennessee or other areas during the eclipse? Not at all! This guidebook provides ideas for interesting, alternative, and memorable locations to see the eclipse. It will be too late to rush to a better spot once the eclipse begins. Law enforcement will be out to help drivers reconsider speeding.

			Please be patient and careful. There will be a large rush of people from all over the world converging on Tennessee to enjoy the total eclipse. Be mindful of other drivers on eclipse weekend, as they may not be familiar with Tennessee roads.

			You should feel compelled to play hooky on August 21. Ask for the day off. Take your kids out of school. They’ll likely be adults before the next chance to see a total eclipse. Create family memories that will last a lifetime. Sastrugi Press does not normally advocate skipping school or work. Make an exception because this is too big an event to miss.

			Wherever you plan to be along the total eclipse path, leave early and remember your eclipse glasses. People from all around the planet will converge on Tennessee. Be good to your fellow humans and be safe. We all want to enjoy this spectacular show.

			Visit www.sastrugipress.com/eclipse for the latest updates for this state eclipse book series.

			

			Author Information

			Polar explorer and motivational speaker Aaron Linsdau’s first book, Antarctic Tears, is an emotional journey into the heart of Antarctica. This Jackson Hole native ate two sticks of butter every day to survive. Aaron coughed up blood early in the expedition and struggled through equipment failures. Despite the endless difficulties, he set a world record for surviving the longest solo expedition to the South Pole.

			Aaron teaches audiences how the common person can achieve uncommon results. He shares his techniques for overcoming adrenaline burnout and constant overload. He inspires audiences to face their challenges with a new perspective. Aaron builds grit, teaches courage, and shows how to maintain a positive attitude in the face of adversity. He hopes that you will be inspired and have an enjoyable time watching the total eclipse in Tennessee.

			Visit his websites: www.aaronlinsdau.com and www.ncexped.com
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			All About Tennessee

			

			Overview of Tennessee

			Tennessee always has something exciting for every visitor during the total eclipse. Whether you are enthusiastic about history, local arts, or if you are an outdoor type of person, Tennessee will keep you busy and entertained in August. It is home to rich, local cultures and historical attractions, music venues, and tasty food!

			There’s no better place to begin an adventure in Tennessee other than the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Located near the small town of Gatlinburg, the park has several big-ticket attractions, such as the Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies. After visiting there, you can easily drive your way to the park’s popular areas. Drive over to Ober Gatlinburg, a skiing resort and amusement park. It caters to all-year-round activities. The park features a wide array of flora and fauna with an approximate nine hundred miles of different hiking trails.

			The park is also home to the 6,642-foot-tall Clingmans Dome. It has an observation tower atop the summit of the mountain, enabling visitors to enjoy a 360-degree view of the land below. A pleasant side trip to take is into the Sugarlands, a valley popular with hikers from around the world. Cades Cove is also another popular tour. It was originally settled around 1818. There are pioneer homesteads, wildlife, and various mountain views to be enjoyed in this area.

			If you are a fan of Elvis Presley or interested in the history of one of the most iconic musicians of the twentieth century, then a visit to Elvis’s Graceland is a must-do. Located in Memphis, Tennessee, Elvis’s stately home enables visitors a glimpse into his life, because nothing much has been altered since Presley passed away there in 1977. Graceland includes highlights of the family tomb, along with Elvis’s iconic collections of cars, memorabilia, and even aircraft! It’s possible to peek into his music room, the television room, and even the Jungle Den. Graceland is known to be a top-rated tourist attraction in the area. 

			Tennessee is the state known for rich musical tapestry. In fact, it is home to the Country Music Hall of Fame. Located in Nashville, the city’s famous Music Row as well as the Grand Ole Opry are places worth visiting. Memphis is known as the home of gospel and blues. The famous Beale Street is worth exploring, as it’s where famous artists like Elvis found their big breaks. In addition, the Memphis Rock n’ Soul Museum is a good destination to check out. It features musical pioneers in the 1930s up to the 1970s. If you need more musical inspiration, stop by Sun Studio. This is where world stars including Jerry Lee Lewis, B. B. King, and Roy Orbison worked in their early careers. The STAX Museum of American Soul contains a replica of the original Star Records Studio.

			If you want to spend a family outing at a theme park with all sorts of crafts, rides, and entertainment, then make sure to add Dollywood to the eclipse itinerary. Named after country singer Dolly Parton, Dollywood is a theme park that prides itself with more than forty rides, including the Tennessee Tornado roller coaster. The theme park is actually one of the most ticketed attractions in the state, attracting more than three million visitors every year! What makes Dollywood worth visiting is that it features live concerts and festivals all year round. It also has the famous Dollywood Express, a train that circles around the park. Furthermore, it houses Splash Country Waterpark and the Dollywood DreamMore Resort. 

			No Tennessee vacation is complete without visiting one of its most remarkable historic attractions—the huge Parthenon. Just a walk away from Nashville downtown, the life-size replica of the original Parthenon in Greece was built to commemorate the state’s centenary in 1897. The Parthenon has never failed to impress its state visitors with its stunning beauty and architecture—both inside and out. More than that, it houses the city’s art gallery that contains art from nineteenth- and twentieth-century painters. 

			Tennessee is jam-packed with tourist options to enjoy before and after watching the total eclipse. The state has a diversity of environments from east to west. As the eclipse cuts through the middle of the state, visiting either end of Tennessee will be worth your while.

			

			Hotels and Motels During the Eclipse

			Once word of the total eclipse over Tennessee spreads, rooms will become scarce. Many hotels in towns along the path of totality in western states have been sold out for a year or more. Tennessee is not alone in this challenge. Hotels in Idaho and Wyoming have been sold out for multiple years in anticipation of the total eclipse.

			What does this mean for eclipse visitors? Lodging and room rentals in eclipse towns will be at a massive premium. Does that mean all hope is lost to find a place to stay? Not at all. But you will have to be creative. There will be few if any hotel rooms available in these eclipse cities by the time this book is printed. Accommodations in some cities and towns along the path of the eclipse have been sold out for months.

			In spring 2017, the author searched on Hotels.com for rooms along the total eclipse path on the weekend of August 21 and found options still available. Once word of the eclipse spreads, room rates will increase and availability will drop.

			Search for rooms farther away from the eclipse path. If you are willing to stay in cities outside the eclipse path, you will have better success at finding rooms. As the eclipse approaches, people will book rooms farther from the totality path. By midsummer, rooms in cities along the total eclipse path may be unavailable. The effect of this event will be felt across Tennessee and the rest of the United States.

			Think regionally when looking for rooms. Be prepared to search far and wide during this major event. If a five-hour drive is manageable, your lodging options greatly expand, but it also increases your travel risk.

			

			Internet Rentals

			To find rooms to stay in towns along the eclipse path, try a web service such as Airbnb.com. Note that many people rent out rooms or homes illegally, against zoning regulations. Many cities have already beginning to feel the crunch of eclipse inquiries.

			If Tennessee towns fully enforce zoning laws, authorities may prevent your weekend home rental. Online home rentals during the eclipse will be a target for rental scams. People from out of the area steal photos and descriptions, then post the home for rent. You send your check or wire money to a “rental agent” then show up to find you have been scammed. If the deal sounds strange or too good to be true, run away.

			

			Camping

			If you can book a campsite, do it now. Do not wait. All areas in the national forests are first-come, first-served. Forest roads will be packed. Expect all areas to be swarming with people. Show up early to stake out your spot. Consider staying farther away and driving early on August 21.
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