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Author’s Note

I want to thank everyone who has supported me with my writing. This will be my second release and it was so much harder than the first. Hopefully, this book is as amazing as the first. There are plans for release of future books in this series as well as the other MC’s mentioned in Wolfsbane Ridge. Again, thank you all for everything!
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Chapter 1
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Blade

I have been in love with Bella Winters for years. There was only one problem; she wouldn’t give me the time of day. At least she wouldn’t until recently. We finally hooked up one night and I thought that it was a foregone conclusion that we were an item. But according to her hard-headed ass, it didn’t mean shit. Even though our one night together resulted in consequences that I had no idea about until it was too late.

Ever since she was attacked, she hasn’t allowed me to get close to her. It doesn’t keep me from doing some stalker type shit such as sleeping on her front step and constantly having her watched by one of the prospects. She hasn’t said anything directly to me about it but according to Fang, she let him know real quickly that she didn’t appreciate any of it. 

“Damn woman.” I mumble under my breath as I head into the clubhouse to speak to my best friend and president, Timber.

When I reach his office, he is on the phone and doesn’t sound too happy about whatever it is he is hearing. So I take a seat at his desk to wait, which doesn’t take too long as he plops down into his own seat with a sigh.

“Problems Prez?”

“That was Officer Wilson on the phone. They found evidence at the warehouses that suggests the kidnapped girls were transported to Louisiana. They may be in the same position that Bella found herself in.” He says with raised brows.

“Fuck!” I say as I shake my head at the image. “What are we going to do Prez?”

“I think I should call my future in-laws and get them in on this since it is located in their territory. They have more contacts there that could dig up information that likes to remain hidden from outsiders.”

“That’s a good idea.” 

“I also think I will send you out to give them some help.”

“I can’t leave Bella right now Prez! Fuck! I just nearly lost her. Actually, she’s further away from me now than she’s ever fucking been!”

“You both need time Blade! And you ARE fucking going! I’ll keep an eye on Bella. Every brother here will and you know it. She may be saying she’s not but, everyone in town knows she is yours. It’ll do you good to get away and clear your head. Go help out on this missing girl's case. When you come back, Bella and you will both be more settled with a clear head.”

I know that Timber means well and there is probably some truth in what he says, but I seriously don’t want to leave Bella right now. As far as I know, no one knows about the baby yet. The baby we both lost.

“Okay, Prez, I’ll go but only because you are making me. Just let me tell Bella that I am going. And for the love of God, make sure she stays safe!”

“You can count on it brother. Officer Wilson will be going out with you in his own cage. He is taking some personal leave from the sheriff’s office. I think it was pushed on him by the Mayor because of how close to the case he is. They know he’s going to Louisiana, but he has been ordered to turn over anything he finds to the feds.”

“Well, fucking hell!! You mean I gotta watch out for those bastards while out there too? Come on Timber, this is getting even more fucked up!”

“I know that it is but I have a firm suspicion that Reaper can help out as far as the feds are concerned. His MC has been in that territory for a really long time and with that comes connections that we will need.”

“I’ll head out in an hour after I talk to Bella. Or I should say, try to talk to Bella.”

“She still won’t speak to you?”

“Not a peep since the night we rescued her and Mina.” I sigh and rub my neck as I can feel a headache coming on. “I’ll call you as soon as I get there and check up as often as possible. Keep me updated on Bella. I have a feeling she’s gearing up to act out as soon as I am out of sight.”

“You know I will Blade. Good luck out there and if you need anything, call me. I can be out as soon as possible if needed  .” Timber says as he shakes my hand and I walk out the door headed to see the girl I love that refuses to love me back.

****
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Bella

I can hear the motorcycle way before I can see it. I know exactly who it is. I haven’t spoken one word to him since I told him about the baby that night. I know he blames me, I could tell by the way he shut down on me as soon as he found out. He left the room and didn’t come back for hours. He claims he loves me but if he did, he wouldn’t have left me in my grief. 

I don’t look up as I hear him coming up the front steps but I can see the toes of his boots.

“How are you doing Bella?” He asks but I continue to stare at the toe of his boots. He lets out a long sigh.

“Fine, you don’t have to talk, just listen. I’m going out of town for a while. Not sure exactly how long I will be gone but when I come back we are working this shit out. I’m more than tired of the silent treatment.”

I try not to react to his words, although it is like a knife to the heart. How can he run off like this after everything we have been through? What have I been through?

“I’ll call and text you every day. I really hope you answer because I will miss you Pixie. I love you so very much; I have for a really long time.”

“STOP!! Just stop saying you love me Blade! I am sick of hearing you lie to me!! Just run off to God knows where and leave me the hell alone!” I scream at him as I run inside. 

A few minutes later I can hear the sound of his engine as he roars away. I am sure at that moment that everyone in the county can hear the sound as my heart breaks into a billion pieces. 

My mom comes back from the store a little while later and I can hear her moving around in the kitchen. I pray she leaves me alone for just a little while longer. 

Everyone hovering over me since the attack is about to drive me insane. It’s making me think about doing something drastic, like taking a nice long vacation without telling anyone, if I could just figure out a way to slip past the prospects...

****
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Chapter 2
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Two Weeks Later

Blade

“I’m dying in this fucking heat! And the mosquitoes are big enough to pick me up off my bike!”

“Sounds rough as hell, man, glad it’s you and not me.” Timber says during our daily phone call.

“I’m telling you, you’ve never felt heat like this shit. I’ll be surprised if my balls survive all the chafing!!”

“Bella probably wouldn’t like it if you lost your balls while there!” he says while laughing his ass off at me. The fucker!!

“How is she anyway?”

“She seems to be getting back into her normal routine. Mina headed over to the café just a little while ago to visit with her and give Fang a little time off from his post. I had an errand I needed him to run. He should be back before Mina leaves and the shop closes for the day.”

“I’m glad she’s getting back to her normal self.”

“I wouldn’t exactly call what she’s doing normal. Yes, she’s doing all the things she did before but she never smiles and has refused to run the front counter at the café.”

“So who is running the front counter?”

“Her mom for right now but she has posted an ad looking for an employee.”

“Are you looking into all her possible employees?”

“Of course we are Blade. She’s using the agency in town and they are giving me all the information on possible candidates before Bella even sees the applications. Stop worrying. You know we take care of our own and that includes Bella.”

“I know Prez, but she still won’t answer my calls or texts, so I worry all the time since I am not there.”

“Anything happens and you know I will call you.”

“Yeah, I know. So, is there any new information on your end?”

“I talked to Reaper earlier today. He said you should check out a little dive bar called Gator’s Dunk. He said it’s out in the bayou where the law isn’t likely to go and where most anything underground can be heard about. He has a contact there that should be expecting you.”

“What’s the guy’s name?”

“Surprisingly, it’s a woman. She goes by the name Firefly.” He says as he laughs a little

“Fucking seriously?”

“Serious as hell.”

“How will I know it’s her?”

“Reaper said you’ll know by the huge flame tattoo she has crawling up her right arm. And Blade?”

“Yeah Prez?”

“He said not to piss her off. Something about her being the reason his cabin burned down a couple years ago.”

“She burned his fucking cabin down?”

“Yep, with him passed out drunk inside of it.”

“Classic! I wonder how he pissed her off.” I say while laughing.

“I have no idea and I damn sure wasn’t about to ask. I have a feeling the two of them still have some unfinished business between them though.”

“I wouldn’t want to ask either. I’ll head over to the bar tonight and see what I can find out. I’m sure Officer Wilson will want to tag along.”

“Just don’t let him get too much in the way. At heart, he’s still a law man even if he is on a little vacation.”

“I’ll call later tonight if we find anything. Later.” I say as I hang up the phone. 

I click on a new text message to send to Bella. Although she never answers, I do know she reads them. I just wish like hell she’d talk to me!

****
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Bella

I’ve been planning, watching and waiting for a couple weeks now. Just waiting for a chance, one slip up on the MC’s part that will allow me to slip away unnoticed. I think today just may give me my chance.

They think I don’t know that they’ve been having all my potential employees going through Timber before I even see their applications. But I do know. I am not that damn stupid to believe that they are only having me followed around by the prospects. And I now consider Mina a traitor as well, since she seems to be helping them keep close eyes on me. 
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