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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Lord's original intention in creating man on earth was not only to entrust him with the stewardship of the planet, but much more to have cloudless fellowship with him, says Professor Zacharias Tanee Fomum in God’s Love And Forgiveness. God's purpose has not changed. He wants fellowship with every person on the planet.

      The author explains from Scripture that God's plan was for parents to teach their children to love God at the family level. He uses two profiles in the Word of God (Solomon and Timothy) and a contemporary profile, Professor Fomum, to show that successful discipleship of children produces giants for the Kingdom and giants even in the world: if children are discipled to love God from infancy, the Lord will be free to take them to His heights. Discipling children prepares them for Kingdom usefulness.

      The author, Theodore Andoseh identifies three schools for discipling children:

      
        	the home school,

        	the book (Scripture) school, and

        	the life and ministry school at the feet of a model.

      

      If every parent would resolve to disciple their children to love the Lord with all their heart, God would find men and women to carry on the work of His Kingdom, world conquest for Christ would be accelerated, and the future would be bright.

      Every parent who wants to raise children of eternal consequence should read this book and follow the light it brings from the Scriptures.

      
        
        Koume, 04th August 2022
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            GENUINE CONVERSION

          

          Believing in Jesus Christ as a Youth

        

      

    

    
      Below is the testimony of Brother A.K. who believed at the age of ten. All of us who believed at the age of fourteen were already old sinners. When you wait until you are fourteen, you have had time to commit all the sins in the book.

      Did you truly believe at the age of four and did not stop believing until now?

      Did you truly believe at the age of five? Did you repent from your sin and receive Jesus, and you were transformed?

      Did you believe at six? Not believing for dad or for mum but believing in the Lord Jesus?

      Have you been believing many times? That is, you believed, and then you believed again, and, later on, you believed in truth, and again you really believed in truth.

      A TESTIMONY OF CONVERSION

      
        
        Praise the Lord!

        My name is Antoine Kalla (A.K.) I was born on 14th July 1982. My father and my mother were not married then. My mother told me that when I was 2, my father left her and married a different woman. So, I was raised by my mum. I am her third child, after the first born who is a girl, and the second, a boy. I have a younger brother. We have four different fathers. I was told that we had a sister who died. I do not know if she too had a different father.

        My mother says that at the hospital, when she was about to deliver my younger sibling, she was asked how many pregnancies she had had. It was about the twenty-fourth pregnancy. Thus, she had committed abortion several times. I am going into these details because I want you to know the type of life that my mother lived before coming to Jesus. She used to visit nightclubs and the like a lot. She was sick. She dreamt frequently that men came and slept with her in the night. In the morning, she would be exhausted. She was sick; she had breast cancer.

        My mother gave her life to Jesus Christ around March/April 1990. A curative breast surgery had already been planned. But there was a brother who started preaching to her, asking her to repent of her sins. That brother is our missionary to Chad. My mother used to go to the Baptist church, taking us along. One day, she finally decided to give her heart to Jesus, and she repented and received the Lord Jesus Christ in her life.

        She reports that when she went home, she slept from evening to morning without any disturbances. She was surprised that she had slept the whole night. She said, “So I have truly received the Lord Jesus in my life and He has delivered me from the evil spirits that used to torment me!” She got rid of all the fetishes that she had taken from witchdoctors and continued her life with Jesus. A few months later, she realised that the breast cancer she had disappeared completely without any therapy. She saw God’s hand in her life and took her relationship with God seriously.

        When my mother believed, she was living with my younger brother’s father. I thought he was my father, because he had always been there at home. It is only later that I discovered the truth. When my mother believed, she terminated that relationship, and the relationships with our different fathers. She stopped going to nightclubs and visiting witchdoctors. She changed so radically.

        At home, we had no choice but to follow the Lord with Mama. I was around eight. So, we started praying at home, going to church, fasting on Wednesdays. Mama imposed her God at home.

        I was happy with our new church. We prayed, we sang, and there was fasting; many interesting activities. Unlike my older siblings who rebelled,  I followed my mother to church. I was involved in all the activities, but I had not yet received Jesus. The missionary who came to the house to minister to my mother had never told me about repentance.

        One day, I was reading the Bible in the sitting room. A neighbour came in, saw me reading the Bible and went to meet my mum in the kitchen. They started rejoicing that I had believed. But I was simply reading the Bible. Though I went to church, I kept telling lies. I used to steal my baby brother’s Cerelac, milk and sugar. I would look left and right, and when I saw no one, I stole it. That is who I was. On Wednesdays, since we had to fast, I would not take breakfast at home. But in school, I ate well. I came back to the house looking so weak. When they would be praying to break the fast, I too would pray, though I had eaten well at school.

        In church, I was zealous. I used to give testimonies. One day, they asked “Who has got a testimony?” I had none, but I always remember the famous testimony that I made up on the spot. I said: “This week, God protected my younger brother. He was crossing the road, a car almost hit him, but he was not hurt. Praise the Lord!” But it was a big lie. Lying was a habit. I remember one morning, I had wet my bed. They asked me: “But how can you do that!” in reply, I invented a dream: “I dreamt that I was peeing in the toilet!” Big lie! I had not had such a dream.

        In school, I had not done an assignment though I had the manual. I thought: “If I own up that I have not done the assignment, I will be beaten.” So, I hid the book so as to say in school that I had no book. When I returned, I could not find the book. At home, when they asked where the book was, I said my classmate had stolen it. Since the boy was already a famous thief in school, my lie was easily absorbed.

        You see, I went to church, we prayed at home; but I had not received Jesus in my heart, I was still an active sinner. I was so committed that I said I wanted to be baptised, and the brethren agreed. When the time came for the baptism, I think that is where the Lord had mercy on me. Our pastor gathered all of us who wanted to be baptised. It was not customary in church. He is the one from whom I clearly heard the Gospel for the first time. I was ten years old. He told us: “You want to be baptised; so, you want to take a commitment to the Lord Jesus. The condition is that you first repent of all sin in your life and abandon it. Because when you get baptised, you are starting a new life with the Lord Jesus; you are no longer free to lie, steal, insult. His message was clear and focused on repentance from all sins as a condition for baptism.

        It is on that day that I confessed my sins to God for the first time. I asked God to forgive all my sins and made up my mind to follow the Lord Jesus Christ my whole life. It was on 6th September 1992, around 9 a.m. at Edea. It was on that day that the Lord forgave my sins. Jesus came into my heart and, from then, my life changed completely. From that time, it was clear to me that if I lie, it is a sin, and if I steal sugar, I would stop being a child of God and become a child of the devil. It was clear to me that if I am disobedient or watched sexual immorality on TV, I would be a child of the devil.

        Since we were in the youth ministry with Pastor Seraphin, he taught us that you should not touch a girl, you should not sleep with a girl if you are not her husband. You should not touch her genitals. He said sex is only in marriage. We were taught that until you are married, your private part is only to be washed and for urinating, nothing else. I knew those things clearly. But I intensely desired those things in my heart. We had been taught that even such thoughts are sinful. So, when I had them, I begged the Lord to forgive me. I  also often went to see Pastor Seraphin to tell him the evil desires in my heart, and he prayed for me.

        Before I believed, my fiercest battles were with lies telling. I remember once a colleague of my mother came to the house to get the keys of the office. Mama was inside, she did not want to give him the keys. She asked me to tell him that I was not around. I hesitated, and finally obeyed. But it is as if darkness fell upon me. There was unrest in my heart: “You have lied! You have lied!” I kept it in my heart. Later on, we went to a youth Bible camp. The speaker was teaching, but it as if he was talking to me directly. At the end, I went to see him, I confessed the sin to him, weeping because I had lied before coming to the camp. He prayed for me, and peace was restored in my heart.

        When I got home, I told my mother: “You led me into a sin. You were here in the house, and you sent me to say the contrary. I obeyed you! I sinned against God. But at the camp, I confessed it, I repented and the Lord has forgiven me.” So, I started being delivered from sin.

        I really loved the songs and beats of those days a lot. But when I believed, they taught us that we should stop listening to such songs and singing them. My friends invited me to a birthday party, and I turned the invitation down. I told them, “I no longer sing worldly songs.” They told me, “How can you stay here and not attend the party?” I replied that I do not dance to worldly songs and I am a child of God. I was 12. They said “You don’t need to dance. Just stand there.” So, for the opening dance, they paired me with the cousin of the celebrant, and there were other couples. After this, food was served. The celebrant came and said: “No one should leave after eating. We will dance!” We ate and people started dancing.

        Till today, I cannot explain it but all that I remember was that at a given moment I was already right inside the dancing crowd. As I was dancing, I heard people saying: “Pasto! Pasto!” So, the ‘pastor’ broke off! I got afraid, and I stopped dancing. I said to myself, “So, I am bringing a disgrace on the name of Jesus!” I went home that evening and begged the Lord to forgive me. Then, I took the decision never again to attend birthday parties of unbelievers. I have lived by that decision. I did not want to fall again in the sin of singing and dancing to worldly songs.

        I was bitter against my father as I grew up because when children used to talk about their fathers, mine was absent. When I was 14, Pastor B. D. took me to his house and raised me with his own children. But there was hatred in my heart. I said to myself that if I happen to meet my father, I would not even greet him. I would not call him ‘Dad’; I would call him ‘Sir’. This was because of the story that I had heard. They had told me that when my mother went to give me to his family, he rejected me. His mother wanted to take me but he seriously warned that if she took me, he would no longer provide for her. So, I stood there. My mother wanted to leave, my father said no one should take me, my grandmother wanted to take me, and the whole neighbourhood came around. They said: “Oh la la! See a child who is clearly his photocopy, but he rejects him!” That story made me very bitter.

        In the youth ministry, when they started teaching us that we should honour, obey our parents in the Lord and serve them, whether our father rejected us, or our parents are hateful. I was 15 when I went to see Pastor Seraphin. I begged the Lord to forgive me and it is Pastor Seraphin who prayed for me and told me his story. His story was similar to mine. He told me how he forgave his father and got reconciled with him. I cried a lot! He prayed for me, and my heart was healed.

        I went home, wrote to my father and sent him my photos. I told him that I am your child with such and such woman. He replied. And when he came to Cameroon—he lives in France - he called me, I met him and we got reconciled.

        By God’s grace, when his mother died, I was the only child who stood with him. I gave him 50,000 Francs, and later on, I added some money. Many people had abandoned him. He travelled to the village alone with his mother’s corpse. I stood with him and it so touched him that a few years later, he told his family that I was the child who stood with him. But that was only because the Lord had enabled me to forgive me.

        This is how the Lord changed my heart, freeing me from hatred, lies telling, sexual immorality. I had learnt that I should never kiss girls, and that is how I grew up. Before my conversion, I played ‘papa and mama’ on sand, we played hide-and-seek with our little girlfriends. But I stopped those bad games.

        At 28, when I wanted to marry, I told my parent and my pastors that there was a certain girl that I liked in the church. I got married at that age, and my wife was the first girl I slept with in my life.

        Since my tender age, I set myself aside to serve the Lord! I am happy to serve the Lord! I am happy to be serve under Pastor Theodore and to share my testimony with you today!

      
        Hallelujah!

        BROTHER ANTOINE KALLA

      

      

      

      Bow your head! Think about your own life. Brother A. K. has told you the truth about his own life. You know your life. Think about it. We are not going to ask you to stand up and believe, because we want you to have a transforming encounter with Jesus. Think! You know your own life. We are not going to ask you to stand up. Have you believed? A.K. was like many of you.

      THE INFLUENCES THAT MOULD YOU

      
        
        Proverbs 22:24-25

        Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.

      

      

      According to this passage, every one of us shall be discipled by the people that we associate with at home, in school, in life. You will learn, you will pick up the life of those with whom you associate. You will be influenced spiritually, morally, even practically with the people you associate with. In this passage that we read, we are told not to make friends with those who get angry easily. And the reason is that they will influence us, they will change us. They will change us morally, spiritually, practically.

      When I was 13, I went to a school where the students took their studies seriously. It was the Presbyterian Secondary School Kumba at that time. In Form One, I was not a hard-working student; but because my friends use to study very hard, I memorised all my notes from the first page of my exercise book to the last page. We would meet with our friends. You would sit down there and then one of us would come in front with your notebook. If the topic is say “Osmosis’, you would recite and draw a semi-permeable membrane on the board as it is in the book, plus the diagram. My overall average in the first term in Form One was around 18.4/20; that is 92%. I was number 15 in my class. A class where I had 18.4/20 aggregate average in 18 subjects and I was number 15. And you are there believing that you are studying because your generation is lazy. When you even have an average of 15, you are very happy and you come home happily, and may be you are even first in class. The people that surround you will influence you morally, even academically.

      When we were in Form Four, we were a group of five friends. We were all studying additional maths. We had to solve long quadratics. So each of us had a notebook. When we read, we would copy the equations that none of us could solve and keep it in our pockets. When we would go to play football, the others are playing, and they are fully in their game. But we would be playing with our notebooks in which we wrote our equations. At a certain time in the game, you would just hear one of us shout “Eureka!” and the other four friends would follow him to the nearest black board and start solving the equations.

      One day, as we stood before Form four B, I asked that each one tell us what he would be in 25 years. Fidelis said he would hold a Doctorate degree in architecture. He had a Cameroonian scholarship, he studied architecture and the latest I heard was that he is a lecturer at Polytechnic. The other, Daniel Mboege, closed his eyes to try to picture out what he would be in 25 years. Suddenly he straightened up and he started walking slowly. I asked him, “Mboege, what is happening to you?” He answered: “Andoseh, as you see me, I have just discovered a great scientific solution and I have cracked an innovative invention. As I walk, I see you saying, ‘That is Professor Mboege, who was my classmate in secondary school.” After many years, I met him at Obili Roundabout. I asked him: “Danny, where are you coming from?” He said “Andoseh, we are in a rotten system!” Listen, he had already pocketed four Master’s degrees (in engineering, electronics, economics…). He intended to put all that together to bring out some real innovation in his Doctorate thesis.  He said: “When I just finished my preparatory work, the Cameroonian government tells me that they do no longer have a scholarship to keep me there in England; so, they brought me back here and I am wasting my time there in front of those stupid students there in Ngoa Ekele⁠1”.

      I had also told them my own ambition before I believed. I was the small leader of our small group. Just for the background, from the time Fidelis decided to hold a doctorate degree in architecture, from Form One to Upper Sixth, in all our batch no one ever beat him in any mathematics test. If you scored 95%, he would have 100%. He won all the prizes in mathematics when we were in secondary school. And at the Advanced Level, he had A in mathematics, A in further mathematics, B in physics, and he threw chemistry into the equation.

      What am I saying? Even academically, you will be influenced by those you associate with. If you associate with mediocres who do not dream, who have no future, they will make you feel wonderful whereas you are just less than mediocre.

      I grew up in a village where women walk bare-chested. I knew that breasts were food for children. No woman’s breast distracted me. I knew that it was food for children. Who stands there looking at food? For me a woman’s breast was like her hand, like her fingers, like her feet. In Form Two, we met E. S. who sat us in the dormitory, took foam (our pillows) and passed it round, telling us to touch it. Then he leaned on the bed. We were there, eager to know what our friend wanted to tell us. Then he got up and stood in front of us. We were age mates, but he looked at us as if we were dwarves, and said: “Guys, a woman’s breast is softer than that!” We were amazed! We considered him a pioneer: How did he know? Did he touch it? We really wondered. It is from that day that I started realising that the breast of a woman is something that we can touch and it is even softer than foam. It is E. S. who ‘converted’ us, it is he who corrupted us. I was 13. And it was the first time to me to think that the breast could be something different from what babies suck. If he had been with me in the village, I would be walking and beholding breast from quarter to quarter, as all the women were bare-chested. With only one illustration, E. S. corrupted all my mind, and I can still remember that moment. Even morally, those who surround you will shape you; they will change you.

      WHO ARE YOUR FRIENDS?

      When a young person at your age believes and he does not change his friends radically, he will be discipled morally and spiritually in the wrong bent. Do not make friends with a man that gets angry easily; he will teach you his way and you will fall in to a trap. Before you know it, before you choose, you will already be influenced. In Brother A.K.’s testimony, he went to that birthday, and he says even up to today he does not know at what moment things changed; he only found himself dancing in the crowd. He says he does not know what happened. This is what happened: he was already corrupted when they asked him to just stand before that girl. Had he said, “I shall not dance,” then took his things and went home, he would not have been mesmerised.

      
        
        Who are your friends?

        What is their moral portrait?

        What is their spiritual portrait?

        How are they academically?

        What is their social portrait?

        What do they discuss?

      

      

      If they are like E. S. and talk about women and tell you things that you have never heard and have never dared to explore, even in things you are not apparently copying, you will be influenced. Do not make friends with an angry person. Do not make friends with an immoral person. Do not make friends with talkative person. Do not make friends with a chronic liar. You will copy his ways. You will be tilted. You will be distorted morally, spiritually, academically, even socially.

      Even inside the church the kind of friends you make tell you what you will become. If you associate with those who do not take God seriously, those who do not exaggerate their walk with God, those who are not consecrated, those who mock at those who go far, you will be influenced.

      ESAUS IN THE CHURCH

      When I came back from Nigeria, one of my daughters was talking in Etoug Ebe⁠2 and they were talking in the mocking way: “Eehh Brother, let your consecration and separation from the common be to allow me to eat this plantain, you are too holy and you are too separated from common to eat this meat.” You see they had been in the church and they had learnt the vocabulary and they turned it into a mockery. All people who do that backslide. Nobody takes the name of GOD in vain or desecrates holy things without backsliding.

      When we were young converts, there was a group of young boys. When they misbehaved and you would tell them, “Brother, repent!”, they would turn it into mockery and they would say: “Repent and be baptised! Where is water for my baptism?” Five years later, one of them went back to the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, then I learnt that later on that he left and went to the Jehovah Witnesses and eventually died before he was 30. So in the church, even among the older people, there are mockers, people who take consecration as something to mock at and to despise. They would say, “O, after all your fasts, how different are you from me? You have prayed so much that your prayer has taken away your faith!” When you see people like that, they have a future appointment with God’s judgement. In the Bible, their true name is “sons of Belial”; people who mock and desecrate holy things. Like the sons of Eli who said: “Give me the share of the high priest.” And if the person who brought the offering said “Please, let us do it as prescribed in the Law”, they would say “Hey! Give it, or I shall snatch it! My master does not want cooked meat!”

      They did all this, and God was saying nothing. They played with girls in the church. They were pastor; they handled the offerings as it pleased them. They died young; they shortened their lives because of profanation.

      There are some who take God seriously, and there are others who like laughing, laughing about everything. If you befriend such people, you will not go far. You will have decided to make friends with the sons of Belial, the Esaus, children of believers who like the outside life. Esau would tell his brother: “sister Jacob, sister my brother, you, stay home and be cooking.” And when he was hungry, he was told: “sell your birth right!” He said, “will birth right fill my stomach? Take it and give me food! Will it change the fact that I was born before you? You are selling me food with an invisible currency (birth right)! You are asking me to give you just words and you will give me food! The smoke in the kitchen should have touched your brain!”

      There are believers’ children who are Esaus. They have an inheritance of faith but they have banalised the faith and they are profane like Esau. They mock at holy things. They are attracted to those who are bold. They will not go far! Like Esau, they will lose. By the time they begin to take God seriously, it will be too late. They are sons of Belial, mockers.

      BAD COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD MANNERS

      
        
        1 Corinthians 15:33-34

        Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God—I say this to your shame.

      

      

      If I say that according to this passage, bad company is evidence of somebody who does not know God though he may have been in the church for long, will it be a simple summary? The day you believe, your friends will change. Many of you do not know God. I am saying it to your shame. Do you not you know that bad company corrupts good manners? Do not be deceived. When there is love, when there is friendship, we can be deceived.

      A.K.’s friends told him, “Do not dance; just stand there. We respect your position.” A.K. failed to ask, “And when I stand there in front of a girl who is dancing, what do you call it?” And they selected the pastor in the hall for the opening dance, to break his testimony. When you are the pastor, you become the most handsome boy in the hall, selected to offer the opening dance. This could only be Satan. Were there no other boys? The hall was full.

      Do not be deceived!

      Friendship deceives. Love deceives.

      Do not be deceived! Bad company corrupts good manners.

      Come back to your senses. It means that when you have bad friends, you are actually mad. Come back to your senses!

      Come back to your senses and stop sinning!

      Come back to your senses!

      We heal you from madness!

      Your bad friends show that you do not know God. You are following your father’s church like A.K. Your bad friends show that you are living in sin, and that you are mad. Come back to your senses.

      We heal you from madness, the madness that makes you have bad friends while telling yourself that you will not change, while telling yourself that you will do everything for them to respect the fact that you are a believer. You are lying, you are not that strong. None of us is that strong. You cannot kiss a snake without swallowing poison. Have you heard?

      Come back to your senses!

      Almost all the people who sit at the back of the hall are bad friends. They do not want God to touch them seriously; that is why they are far behind, that is why they come late. When they ask people to come and pray, do the people in the back seats come and pray? They cannot pray; they are bad friends.

      Do not associate with an angry man! Do not associate with a man given to anger! You will fall into a trap.

      Do not be deceived, bad company ruins good character. The day you believe, your friends will change. The reason you are attracted to unbelievers and to talkative immoral pornographic friends is that you are like them, or you will soon be like them.

      COME OUT FROM THEM!

      In 2 Corinthians 6:14—18, the Bible recommends for us what the believer, what those who have believed should do.

      
        
        Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

      

      

      Let us put it very simply: God adopts as sons and daughters those who separate from unbelievers after believing.

      Why are many of you not sure that you are believers? Why do you lack assurance, because of the many mixtures? When you are in church, you are a believer. In school, you want to walk with the girls who are popular, you also want to walk with the boys who are popular, so that when they talk of their WhatsApp and YouTube, you also talk to show that you also know, that you are also like them. That is why you are confused. You have not taken a stand to be God’s child.

      Do not be a chameleon!

      Do not be a chameleon!

      Chameleon life is not good!

      At school you are an unbeliever

      But in church you sing in the choir!

      Chameleon life is not good.

      Do not be a chameleon!

      What is the colour of a chameleon? No one knows the colour of the chameleon because it depends on the environment. It always takes the colour of the environment. When he is in church, no one is a better believer than him. And when he is in a birthday party, he removes his shirt, and shows his dance styles, even the others there say, “The pastor beats us all.” When they shave punk, you too you shave punk⁠3. Chameleon! Chameleon! Chameleon! Your friends wear Destroy (damaged jeans), you too wear Destroy.

      Before we go far in the course, we want to make sure that you are a believer, and that you have accepted your life and your identity as a child of God. When someone accepts his identity as a child of God, others will know. The bad friends, the angry friends, the moral judgment that you pass on the character of those you meet!

      When the Bible says not to associate with those who give themselves to anger, it means that you should not fail to consider the character and the life of those that you meet. You should judge whether the person will be bad company. Therefore, you will pronounce a moral verdict on the lives of all those that you meet. You must do a moral evaluation of all your classmates. How would you separate from people when you have not done a moral judgement? It implies that when a girl is a prostitute, you will tell her, “I am a believer! If you want to start greeting me, believe. You are an uncircumcised Canaanite; I am a circumcised believer. My heart has been severed from the world. If you want to join our tribe, we circumcise you by faith. Believe in the Lord Jesus. Thus, you will become a member of our tribe.”

      Pray that our children believe with conviction and with the courage to embrace their faith, especially toward their peers, so that from their tender age they will follow the path drawn by the will of GOD and not be strayed by the desire to make friends with everybody.

      FAITH IN JESUS-CHRIST

      This life that separates from the unclean inside and outside is not a religion. The separation is because of a joyful relationship with Jesus. If Jesus is not real inside the heart, there will be no power to separate from friends. A. K. says he was in the church, he followed the mother, but he had not repented personally, he had not given his life to Jesus. If Jesus is not inside, what we are describing, this empty life with no friends will be a boring life. So something must take place inside the heart. Every child must receive Jesus Christ by faith.

      What is faith? Faith is believing in Jesus for yourself. Faith is like eating food, because you need food. So you take the food into your stomach. Food enters your stomach. What is faith? It is when I see that Jesus is good, good for me, to change me, to make me better, and I accept Him. Just like I eat food, but I take Jesus into my heart. That is what we call receiving Jesus. It is like eating Jesus, but you accept him into your heart. We accept Jesus into our hearts because we need Him, because He is good, because of what He will do in us, because of what He will do for us, and because of what He will do through us. Just like you accept the food by eating it, we accept Christ by receiving Him.

      Faith is the knowledge of Jesus, who He is, and what He has done for you, for all men, and desiring it. Desiring who Jesus is. If you do not desire the person of Jesus, to say that you receive him is meaningless. It is like downing tablets, even if Jesus is bitter at the time you are taking Him in, at least, He will heal you from sin.

      But faith in Jesus is a knowledge of who He is, what He did on the cross for you and for everyone, and receiving it as a gift from God, because you need him, because you want Him. So faith is knowing who Jesus is, knowing what Jesus did for you, being touched in your heart, wanting it, and receiving it from God as a gift. And we receive by faith with the mouth. We tell God:

      
        	“Thank you for a Saviour”—that is who Jesus is,

        	“Thank you for a Lord”—that is who Jesus is,

        	“Thank you for Jesus’ death on the cross for me”—that is what Jesus has done,

        	“Thank you for His blood that He shed so that my sins be forgiven and my guilt wiped away”—that is what Jesus has done,

        	“Thank you because Jesus is the Mediator between God and myself, to reconcile me with God, so that I, even I can become a child of God”—that is what Jesus has done.

      

      When you understand:

      
        	who Jesus is; a Saviour, that is, One who will be in you to prevent you with your sinful inclinations from going back to sin, and

        	what He has on the cross, representing you and taking upon Himself the chastisement for all the sins that you have committed, and pouring His own blood as a sacrifice of reconciliation, to tell God “Do not be angry anymore with Eunice, Peter…” so that God could forgive you.

      

      When you understand that God is invisible but we are visible, unable to see God with our physical eyes, when you understand that God sent Jesus in a human body so that through Jesus, the bridge between my eyes that cannot see God and God invisible and omnipresent, is established from my heart to the heart of God, thanks to the man Jesus who lived in actual history, that is what Jesus did. And you want this bridge for the possibility to touch God through Jesus, on the path Jesus provided by pouring His blood as a red carpet. when you want it because you are bad, corrupt, a failure, and in your heart you say, “Lord I want it. Thank you for what you did”, it is called faith. Faith is simple.

      I could illustrate it otherwise. Consider a guy, well dressed, with a nice perfume. He comes to a girl and the girl smells the fragrance. If this guy tells her: “I am going to like you, I shall not corrupt you, I shall teach you to do nice things…,” the girl could be convinced. What then will she do? She will accept the guy and call him her boyfriend.

      Accepting Christ is that you are convinced that Jesus is good, and accept Him the way girls accept boyfriends. You tell Him: “Jesus, from today, you will be the guy of my life.” Accepting means that inside your heart you admire Him. It means that with your mouth, you acknowledge it and say: “Yes.” If you love a boy in your heart and never say yes with your mouth, will the boy say you are his girlfriend? No, he will simply know that you are one of the girls around.

      That is what it means to go to church. To go to church means that Jesus is there in church, we like him in our heart, we know that he saved the world, we admire Him, but you may have never said with your own mouth: “Yes, Jesus, I accept You for myself.” The day you do it, you are His. That is what is called believing in Jesus. That is believing in Jesus.

      RECEIVING JESUS CHRIST

      Before inviting Jesus in your heart, there is one condition, you prepare your heart. Preparing your heart because you want Jesus to come into your heart is called repentance.

      If I want to give you roasted spicy chicken, start having appetite, start swallowing saliva! If I serve you a goliath chicken⁠4, well roasted, with all the tasteful spices, for you to eat all alone, to eat slowly to savour, but on the same platter I put some baby excreta,  just a bit, will you have appetite? The chicken is nice, but will you eat it? The platter represents your heart, and the chicken represents Jesus. The excreta is sin. How can you put Jesus in a heart that has sin?

      Even if it is not human excreta but animal droppings, or just urine which they have wiped clean—you do not see it, you only know what was done—will you eat it? The urine stands for those sins that we do not see: anger, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, covetousness, complexes, fear, and the other in the heart that others cannot see. The heart is apparently clean because you go to church, you recite the Bible, you sing in the choir, but there is just little urine.

      We are saying that you receive Jesus Christ because you desire Him, you have the appetite, you have the conviction that he will transform you and bring about His quickening rays in your heart by His presence. Jesus is the goliath chicken that when you have eaten, you can fast for 40 days because you have really eaten. Jesus says: “I am the bread that came from Heaven; if you eat of this bread, you will never be hungry again.”

      
        
        John 6:51

        I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever…

      

      

      He who wants Jesus in his heart prepares his heart by washing it. There is only one detergent that can wash the heart. It is not water baptism, it is not doctrine. The one detergent that can wash the heart is the blood of Jesus.

      
        
        
        Whiter, whiter than snow,

        whiter, whiter than snow,

        washed in the blood of the Lamb,

        my heart is whiter than snow.

      

      

      

      This is how the heart is prepared. We wash the heart in the blood of Jesus. And the heart washed in the blood of Jesus can receive the Master, the King who comes in.

      Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. (Psalm 24:7)

      The gates of your heart, the ancient doors of your intelligence, of your consent, of your emotions, of your will… BE LIFTED UP! THAT THE KING OF GLORY MAY COME IN.

      
        
        Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.

        Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.

        Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty- he is the King of glory. (Psalm 24:8-10)

      

      

      Who is this King of glory? The Lord Eternal, Jesus Christ.

      That is what John the Baptist did. He came to prepare hearts and the nations for the coming of Jesus. In that preparation, he had only one message:

      “Repent!”

      Repent!

      Repent!!

      Repent!!!

      Repent!!!!

      That is what God did for A. K.

      And when Jesus enters, He produces a sharp separation from that which corrupts, especially friends. When Jesus enters, it is not principally separation from sin, but from friends, from things that produce sin.

      Everyone who wants Jesus to enter prepares the way, he prepares his heart before God to be washed by the blood by confessing the excreta; the urine inside, the wastes of pigs, dogs and birds which are inside, the faeces of babies which is inside, so as to be washed.

      And when the heart is washed, we present it to the Lord Jesus. Then with our mouth and will, we tell the Lord: “Lord, enter majestically! Enter as the King! Do not come in only as a visitor, like a stranger. Enter as the King, to possess my whole being, and I will belong to You forever. Make of me a member of Your Kingdom.”

      And the King shall enter majestically. He will not enter physically, but in the form of His Holy Spirit. Jesus is physically in Heaven, on the Throne; but He will send His Spirit when your heart is clean and when He sees that you are sincere. The Holy Spirit brings the reigning presence of God in your heart. When this presence touches your heart, a testimony is produced. The Bible says:

      
        
        “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.” (Romans 8:16).

      

      

      The testimony is inside, to our spirit, not outside.  It is cool, isn’t it?

      He enters and takes our lives. When he is in there, you will not spend all your time pretending not to watch TV before your parents and watching it in their absence. The Jesus who is inside closes your eyes to the impure.  As Habakkuk says, He is too pure to look upon iniquity. (Hab 1:13)

      AND IF YOU SIN…

      Jesus will start seeing through your eyes. If you present to your eyes what His eyes cannot see, it will be a problem.

      We can condemn your having bad friends and you acknowledge that it is true. But why do you have bad friends? It is because you are like them. The difference is that outside, your parents go to church and, when you get to church, we condemn you. But what is it that produces the separation from the impure? It is because there is Someone inside, and He cannot live with that which is dirty.

      We have the illustration and the testimony of A.K., we have the implications of the radical separation of those we love but who are not like us. However, we cannot impose this separation from outside, it would be religion. If we said: “In CMFI, believers should not have friendships with unbelievers,” it would be religion. But if Jesus is inside, it will be something that is from inside, not because you are in CMFI. He who has received Jesus separates himself from what Jesus does not like. But he who is in CMFI, separates himself when the pastors are around, and because their parents are looking. But will this last?

      But when you get to the university, shall we be there with you to see what you do? You know that even now, we do not know what you do when you leave the house, when you are at school, when you play with your friends. Do your parents know your other face?

      Religion has not worked. Even the religion of CMFI has not worked. Jesus alone, when He enters, will change you from within, not from without where you are afraid that Brother Theodore may catch you. It is not from outside where your father, knowing that you love Brother Theodore, tells you: “If I see you watching TV again, I will tell your friend Brother Theodore.” That is religion!

      What do you need? Jesus must come in.

      How does He enter? By faith.

      When does He enter? When you have truly repented.

      When can He enter? Even now!

      Why does He enter? Because you want Him.

      How does He enter? By faith.

      When does He enter? When the heart is prepared by repentance.

      This is the day of salvation. Now is the time of transformation.

      Like with A.K., once Jesus enters, if you lie, you will not be disturbed by the fear that they will discover it; but it will be as though darkness has fallen on you, because Another is inside.  The Bible says:

      
        
        “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.” (1 John 3:9).

      

      

      He cannot sin. When he sins, he is miserable. He does not need to be caught before he repents. He will do like A.K., he will look for his own ‘Papa Seraphin’ to cry and come back to God. Sin hurts him.

      A.K. said: when he lied, it is as if darkness fell on him. You are miserable when you commit sin. A.K. used to invent testimonies and do cinematographic narrations of things in his head: The car came like this, like this, at high speed. And when the ‘film maker’ believed, even though it is his mother who told him to tell a lie, he felt the darkness that came on him, and he wept. That is what happens when someone believes in Jesus.
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