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        “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”

        ISAIAH 43:19 NIV
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Listen diligently to the trembling of his voice” (Job 37:2).

      

      

      What you’re holding in your hands is intended to be a devotional journey—a Spirit-breathed collection of reflections crafted for individuals who hunger for more of God’s presence in their lives.

      Each of the fifty-two chapters was arranged to lead you into ongoing encounters with God. Whether you read one chapter a week or move through several in a sitting, this isn’t about passive reading; it’s about active transformation.

      These pages are meant to reshape your rhythms—to draw you into moments of reflection, personal prayer, and practical application. Whether you’re reading alone, sharing in a group, or letting a single line spark a conversation over coffee, the aim is the same: deeper roots in your walk with Jesus.

      So open these pages with expectation. Don’t just read—listen. Don’t just skim—slow down. Highlight what stirs you. Sit with what challenges you. Let the Holy Spirit breathe fresh life into familiar truths. Ask questions. Write in the margins. Let this be a space where your own journey and God’s voice meet.

      And perhaps, somewhere along the way, you’ll hear your own voice rising. You may feel prompted to write your own reflections, prayers, or declarations of faith. And maybe—just maybe—God will use what he births in you to touch someone else.

      This book is not just a collection. It’s an invitation. A pathway. A conversation between your heart and the heart of God.

      
        
        —J.D. King

        Lee’s Summit, Missouri
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            RUINED BY LOVE
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      The Christian life is not a technique to master nor a formula to memorize. It is not a system of polished prayers or principles. It is communion—deep, sacred communion. It is the heart anchored to a person, not just a creed. Jesus is not a concept to be studied—he is the fire that sets your soul ablaze. Theology, tradition, and spiritual practices all serve a purpose, but without intimacy, the flame dies out. The well runs dry.

      You cannot live off borrowed fire. You cannot drink from someone else’s encounter. Yesterday’s revelation won’t sustain today’s battle. If the flame doesn’t burn in your own spirit, your prayers may sound right but feel hollow—like echoes in a cold room.

      God is not a distant monarch seated in silence, waiting for a crisis to summon him. He is near—always near. Ever whispering. Ever wooing. Calling you not to performance, but to presence; not to frenzy, but to friendship. He draws you and me into deeper waters, where surface formulas no longer hold. Transformation begins not with mechanics but with nearness. If you long to see God move, then his mercy must first blaze within your heart.

      Life-change doesn’t begin with technique. It begins with friendship. And friendship with God is never casual. It is covenant. It is costly. If you want to walk in his power, his mercy must first be burning in your heart like a living coal.

      Those who carry the authority of heaven aren’t merely educated or eloquent—they’re undone. Ruined by love, rebuilt by glory. They’ve wept at his feet and stood in his fire. They’ve surrendered their agendas, their ambitions, their reputations. In return, he’s made them vessels—clay jars filled with heavenly mercy. Their lives become living altars, their steps become silent prayers, and their voices resound with the cadence of eternity.

      Power doesn’t come through performance. It comes through proximity. It flows not from striving, but from surrender.

      And when you live this way—when your soul is synchronized with the Spirit, when your rhythms match his heartbeats—transformation happens. Not just in church services, but in your Monday mornings. Not just in prayer lines and altar calls, but in grocery stores and traffic jams. You begin to reflect the nature of Jesus not through effort, but through union.

      His peace becomes your anchor in storms. His joy becomes your strength in sorrow. His hope—wild, defiant, untamed—begins to leak out of you, flooding dry places and reviving the weary. His presence becomes your portion, and his power your witness.

      This is what Paul longed for when he cried out:

      
        
        May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”(Romans 15:13).

      

      

      Let that be your pursuit: to live so deeply entwined with Jesus that his presence becomes your atmosphere, your language, your legacy. When you are rooted in intimacy, you don’t chase power—you carry it. You walk with it. It whispers through your words and rests upon your shadow. You don’t do what you do for applause or recognition. You serve from identity, from union, from overflow.

      This is our model: Not performance, but presence. Not striving, but surrender. Not hype, but holiness. The world doesn’t need more noise—it needs burning ones. It needs those who carry the still, unshakable voice of God in their bones.

      So come closer. Set your roots in the secret place. Tune your ear to the voice that still walks among the lamp stands. Let him mark you. Let him break you. Let him fill you.

      And from that sacred fire, go and speak life to the desolate. Let rivers of living water flow—not because you tried harder, but because you stayed longer.

      Because you remained.
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            HEALING THE FATHER WOUND

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      We live in a time when individuals are wrestling with things. They are trying to figure out who they are and how they can build a good future. That may not be a concern for you specifically, but it is on the mind of many, particularly those who are younger.

      I would like to try to discuss this biblically. Let’s take a look at a story from ancient Israel in the Old Testament. I believe it cuts to the heart of this issue.

      SAUL, JONATHAN, AND THE PHILISTINES

      King Saul and his son, Jonathan, commanded the Israelite forces in a decisive battle against the Philistines at the city of Gilboa.

      Originating from the Isle of Crete generations before, the Philistines were a pagan warrior-tribe, renowned for their prowess. Their ancestors were Greek seafarers who embarked on conquests, wielding chariots, and advanced iron weaponry. Notably, the infamous Goliath, a towering giant, was a Philistine, epitomizing their formidable strength and ferocity.

      In the confrontations, Israel was at a significant disadvantage. The Philistines wielded advanced tools, technology, and weaponry. They showed no hesitation in devastating the territory belonging to the descendants of Jacob.

      Israel had found protection under the watchful care of God. However, a notable shift occurred. Saul, the reigning king, had calloused his heart, and the presence of the Lord withdrew from him. The nation was on the verge of judgment.

      Jonathan, the first-born son of Saul, recognized that his father was on the wrong path. Privately, he pledged his allegiance to a new kingdom led by his friend David. Though his intentions were noble, and his heart was in the right place, Jonathan struggled to break free from the old order. Good intentions alone are never enough. Remaining in Saul's household, Jonathan risked sharing the same tragic fate as his father.

      At Gilboa, the Philistine army surged. It didn’t seem possible but Saul and his son, Jonathan, were slain in the battle. As word of their fall spread to the corridors of the royal palace, panic ensued.

      
        
        Jonathan, son of Saul, had a son . . . He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he fell and became crippled. His name was Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 4:4).

      

      

      In the time that followed, Mephibosheth not only had to contend with crippling constraints, but he also had to deal with being orphaned. Disappointment and pain were always creeping up.

      He was a man from a prestigious royal line who was cast aside. Mephibosheth could have been someone important but he was dropped in the dust, and he had the scars to show it.

      Mephibosheth was an orphan wrestling with a physical affliction, but his deeper problem was the underlying “father wound.” You don’t have to be physically maimed or fatherless to wrestle with feelings like this.

      MEPHIBOSHETH AND THE NEW KINGDOM

      Years later, David became king in Israel, and he wondered if there were survivors from Saul's household that he could honor. David understood that honorable men honored others.

      
        
        The king asked, “Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s kindness?” Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet” (2 Samuel 9:3-4).

      

      

      Mephibosheth lived on the outskirts of Israel and was brought back to David’s palace. In the ancient world, kings would typically kill the entire bloodline of rival families. So, when Mephibosheth stood before David, he was nervous.

      Inspired by godly honor and love, David's motivations were noble. The king harbored no desire to harm Mephibosheth. Instead of retribution, David sought restoration.

      
        
        “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father, Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table” (2 Samuel 9:7).

      

      

      Mephibosheth was overwhelmed by the king's kindness and generosity. Scripture declares: “Mephibosheth bowed down and said, ‘What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?’” (2 Samuel 9:8).

      In antiquity, dogs were viewed as scavengers rather than cherished companions. Therefore, when Mephibosheth likens himself to a "dead dog," it drives home how he saw himself—a man without much worth.

      THE FATHER WOUND

      Having a father is not a guarantee that you won't grapple with feelings of doubt and uncertainty. Some who have fathers here in body, still don't have them. They are distant and disengaged. They don’t speak into the lives of their sons or daughters. Sometimes this is worse than having no father at all.

      The father wound cuts deep. Typically, there are two different responses from someone struggling with this:

      
        
          	
        They are either striving, perpetually stuck in performance mode.
      

      	
        or they disengage altogether.
      

      

      

      I know guys who are always striving—working a side hustle, and others who never stop chilling with their PlayStation. People don’t always see that it’s two different sides of the same coin. The "father wound" has a way to take people to the extremes.

      I believe that this father wound is destroying America: It is the root of violence and despair. It drives addictions and foolish spending. It pushes people to continually compare themselves with others on Instagram and TikTok. It’s what makes people continually seek validation. It undermines communities and the efforts people are making to work together. It creates unhealthy competition in the church, when men who should be fathers feel the need to contend with their own sons. The aching father wound is what creates a world where people are paralyzed by the fear of rejection and failure.

      LIKE ONE OF THE KING’S SONS

      As always, the Scriptures help us wrestle with our deepest struggles. The stories we read are not merely relics of the past—they are living testimonies that pulse with the heartbeat of God. What he did in ages past reveals his nature, and what he revealed through their lives still speaks today.

      Take Mephibosheth, the crippled son of Jonathan, orphaned by war, and exiled to the shadows of obscurity. His life was marked by loss, limitation, and shame. He carried nothing in his hands, and his future held little promise. Yet, in a single moment, everything changed.

      
        
        Then David summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table” (2 Samuel 9:5-10).

      

      

      David’s kindness was not merely about property or provision—it was about restoration. The king didn’t just give back what was lost; he reinstated Mephibosheth’s dignity. He didn’t merely provide a meal; he gave him a seat. Scripture tells us, “So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons" (2 Samuel 9:11). That one phrase changes everything: like one of the king’s sons.

      This is more than a touching story—it is a prophetic allegory. God is still inviting broken, forgotten, sidelined people into his presence. He is restoring identity. He is reclaiming inheritances. He is declaring over the orphaned and the overlooked, “You will eat at My table. You will sit among my sons and daughters.”

      You may feel crippled by your past. You may feel disqualified by your failures or overshadowed by your limitations. But the King has already extended his invitation. The banquet table is set. Your place has already been reserved.

      The only question is this: will you come and take your seat?
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            IF YOU’RE ON THE WRONG ROAD, TURN AROUND

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      In the wake of the cross, the world felt upside down. Hope had been crucified, and confusion reigned. For Jesus’ early followers, the aftermath of Calvary was not filled with clarity but chaos. Some hid in fear. Others doubted. Not every response was noble—grief doesn’t always behave.

      Luke 24 tells the story of two disciples on the road to Emmaus: “Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened” (Luke 24:13-14).

      These men weren’t just taking a walk—they were walking away. Away from Jerusalem. Away from the upper room. Away from the center of God’s activity. Disillusioned and disoriented, they talked in circles, rehearsing the tragedy, struggling to reconcile their expectations with reality. They had hoped Jesus was the one to redeem Israel—but now that hope lay buried in a tomb.

      Their journey was more than geographical—it was emotional, even spiritual. They were retreating from what didn’t make sense. And yet, it’s there—on the road of confusion and sorrow—that Jesus himself drew near.

      OVER RELYING ON YOUR THOUGHTS

      Modern culture celebrates introspection and personal narratives—but Scripture offers a sobering counterpoint: your thoughts can mislead you. The heart may feel sincere, and the mind may seem sharp, but without divine alignment, both can wander into deception. Our interior world, left unchecked, doesn’t always tell the truth. It distorts reality and often leads us astray.

      The Bible calls us to something higher:

      
        
          	
        Be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2).
      

      	
        Take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).
      

      

      

      This is more than self-help. It’s soul-renewal.

      Too often, we elevate our thoughts and beliefs above our actions—as if what we think matters more than what we do. But your choices tell the truth about your priorities. You can say you love God, but where does your time go? What direction is your life moving?

      Good intentions are not the same as godly obedience. Even a sincere traveler can end up lost—if they’re walking the wrong road.

      WHEN JESUS MEETS US ON THE ROAD

      Right now, some people are on the wrong path—caught in disappointment, misled by unmet expectations, and maybe too stubborn to admit it. Is that where you are? Here’s the good news: even when we’re walking away from where we should be, Jesus comes after us. That’s exactly what happened on the road to Emmaus.

      
        
        As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him (Luke 24:15-16).

      

      

      Two discouraged disciples were walking away from Jerusalem—the very place Jesus had told his followers to wait. Disillusioned and confused, they talked in circles, trying to make sense of their shattered hopes.

      Jesus drew near and asked a simple question: “What things?”

      Their response revealed their disillusionment:

      
        
        We had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel (Luke 24:21).

      

      

      Their dreams didn’t match their reality, so they began to withdraw—from the mission, from the community, and from the promise. Their feet were moving in the wrong direction, and so were their hearts.

      But Jesus didn’t leave them in their confusion.

      
        
        How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory? (Luke 24:25-26).

      

      

      Rather than cater to their feelings, Jesus confronted their faulty thinking. Beginning with Moses and the Prophets, he reoriented their understanding around Scripture—not their emotions, not their expectations, but God’s unchanging Word.

      Jesus didn’t stop at explanation. He wanted connection.

      When they invited him to stay, something extraordinary happened:

      
        
        When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight (Luke 24:30-31).

      

      

      In that simple act of breaking bread, the disciples were able to experience a breakthrough. Their hearts burned within them as Jesus revealed the truth of Scripture, and their eyes were opened to his presence.

      The Bible offers more warnings about the dangers of our minds than our emotions. While feelings can mislead, it’s our self-centered, overactive minds that often pose a greater threat. We need fewer people trapped in their heads and more with hearts ablaze for Jesus.

      These two men were changed. How do we know? Scripture reveals it: “They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem” (Luke 24:33).

      They reversed course. They went back to the place of mission, to where Jesus had called them to be.

      So, let me ask you: Are you walking the wrong road, guided more by disappointment than by truth?

      If so, know this: Jesus wants to walk with you. He wants to open your eyes, reset your thinking, and reignite your heart.

      Let him turn you around.
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This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/daiga-ellaby-7edwo30e32k-unsplash.jpg





OEBPS/images/kyle-johnson-ct8nvobyyuk-unsplash1.jpg






OEBPS/images/christos-logo-for-vellum.jpg
Christos







OEBPS/images/kitera-dent-7ocdl91hqfk-unsplash.jpg





