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            Welcome to my dirty brain.

-Sloane

      

    


The second Riley saw his name on the hotel check-in list, her stomach dropped.

Gilly, Grant.

Room 714.

Her name? Right underneath.

Reed, Riley.

Room 714.

“Nope,” she muttered, stepping away from the front desk like she could physically reject the entire situation. Like if she walked fast enough, the past six years would unravel behind her like a snagged thread.

She felt the concierge’s polite confusion follow her down the marble-tiled lobby, but she didn’t stop until she reached the elevator bay and pulled out her phone.

She didn’t call HR. She didn’t call the event coordinator.

She called him.

“You knew,” she said the moment he picked up.

A beat of silence. Then:

“You’re calling me before we’ve even made eye contact. New record.”

“Did you request this?” she asked, low and sharp. “One room?”

“No,” he said. “Apparently our company’s idea of cost-cutting includes traumatizing the entire west coast division. I found out twenty minutes ago.”

“Bullshit.”

“Would I lie to you?”
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