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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​

USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

How time flies...

When Evie and her friends find themselves trapped in the sorcerer's cave, they think all is lost. But rescue comes from the most unlikely of people. And with it comes the most terrible truth.

With the five kingdoms divided and the realm on the verge of collapse, the prophecy is more urgent than ever. But the road is treacherous and the friends are on the other side of the realm. New alliances must be forged and friendships are tested as they set off to fulfill their destiny, only to find that the fates may have something different in store.

Is it possible to pick up the pieces and start again? Can the friends get to the Dunes and find the missing stone in time?

More importantly...

...are some sins too terrible to forgive?

––––––––
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SHE WILL FIGHT FOR what is hers.

––––––––
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Chapter 1
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It felt like I was dreaming...only it was a dream that never stopped.

Or more like a nightmare.

Evie’s eyes fluttered open, then fluttered closed. It made little difference. The world had changed somehow, glassed over with a surreal kind of sheen. It clung to the edges of everything, brightening yet dulling at the same time. If one tried to see through it, their eyes would slip right past. If one tried to think through it, they’d realize they had fallen asleep once again.

Thoughts became sensations, became temperatures, became another part of the dream.

No sooner would one of the young friends become aware of it, sitting up in a burst of sudden fear, than it would take hold of them once again, deadening their muscles and glassing over their eyes as they, too, became part of the hazy picture. Their heads would bow with a quiet breath, their shoulders slumping as they fell limply against the bars of the cage. When they awakened again, however long later, they would have no memory of the incident ever happening.

There were some sharper moments, points of clarity that pierced through. The princess was having one of those moments now, watching as the door slid open and a blurry figure entered the cage. It paused a moment, as if debating between them, then took Ellanden by the arms and dragged him silently across the floor, laying him on one of the benches beside the fire.

Evie’s head tilted to the side. Asher stirred faintly, then sat up beside her.

The sorcerer was moving quickly now, sprinkling small pinches of herbs across the floor as he muttered under his breath. At one point the fire itself leapt as though startled, flashing a sudden shade of green, but the captives never noticed. They simply watched as he finished his preparations then knelt on the stone beside the sleeping fae.

The muttering was softer, almost like a lullaby. Ellanden shivered involuntarily then opened his eyes. For several moments he lay blinking in a daze, those dark eyes reflecting the dancing light of the fire. Then the old man leaned close and he leapt suddenly to his feet, gasping in surprise.

“Hush, child. Hush.”

A wrinkled hand rose in front of Ellanden’s face. Not touching him, yet gripping all the same—as though the two were connected by some invisible force. The fae shook his head, but there was nothing to be done. His body froze in a state of suspension as he stared in terror at the wizard, breathing fast against his palm. For a moment, there seemed a kind of struggle. The fae’s skin paled as his hands clenched by his sides. Then he made a small defeated sound, the kind of whimper Evie hadn’t heard since they were children. His eyes closed as the feeling washed over him, surrendering completely as he sank into the man’s arms.

Evie and Asher watched with their faces pressed against the bars of the cage, caught in a paralytic trance and unable to move. It might have been hours, it might have been days. There was no way to keep track of such things. No sooner had the princess latched onto the thought than it drifted right out of her head. Even now, looking at Ellanden, she sensed something was wrong. She sensed she should be doing something about it. But she was as powerless as the prince himself, staring in silence as he was lowered slowly onto the cold stone floor.

“Landi.”

The name flew unbidden from the vampire’s mouth. The sorcerer and the princess looked over in surprise, but no one looked more surprised than Asher himself. They stared for only a moment before returning their gazes to the fae—lying prone and broken upon the ground.

The sorcerer knelt beside him, lifting his head high enough to murmur something into his ear. Ellanden shuddered, but didn’t open his eyes. When the man murmured again, he shook his head with a low groan. Therias looked on patiently, as if this was to be expected.

Then, with shockingly little effort considering he was an old man, he lifted the fae and carried him back to the cage. Opening the bars with a flick of his fingers before gently setting him inside.

“That’s it, dear one. Try to sleep.”

He stroked Ellanden’s hair affectionately before sweeping briskly across the room—setting a kettle over the flames and bustling over a drawer of spices. Asher was kneeling beside Ellanden, though he seemed at a total loss what to do. But Evie was still rooted in the center of the cage, lips falling open as she slowly pushed to her feet.

Because Therias forgot to do something when he was finished. He forgot to close the door.

“Run,” she whispered. “We have to run.”

The cage was still open. The boys didn’t notice. The sorcerer didn’t notice. The princess was hardly aware that she’d said the words out loud, her shining eyes still focused on the open door.

The fog was closing in on all sides, there were just moments to act. Then something moved in her periphery, and Evie glanced down to see her own hand reaching desperately through the air.

She caught her breath, staring down at it.

How long had it been there? Why wasn’t anything else happening? Why couldn’t she seem to move? She’d been trying for the last few seconds. She had a strange suspicion that she’d been trying for a lot longer than that. And still...nothing.

Her freedom lay waiting but, as always, it was just out of reach.

There was a noise in the corner as Therias set down the kettle and glanced over. Perhaps she’d said something again? His eyes fell upon the open cage before he quickly walked over, brimming with a sense of energy and grace that reminded her so much of Ellanden himself. The man gave her a sweet smile, as if she was a treasured pet, before closing the door with a wave of his fingers.

“Thank you for reminding me.”

The bars rattled shut with a loud clatter.

The princess blinked, then took a step back. The boys were still on the floor. The fire was still burning. The old man was still bustling away in the kitchen—perhaps he’d never left.

Nothing ever changed, from one moment to another.

But the door. I could have sworn the door...

A sudden fatigue took hold, silently lowering her to the floor.

...was open.

*   *   *
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DAYS PASSED, OR IT might have been weeks. The door opened, and it shut. The old man came for the princess twice, or it might have been a hundred times.

She lay flat on her stomach, red hair spilling around her, cheek pressed against the frozen stone. The bars had rattled, but they were still now. There had been a shuffling sound, followed by a gentle thump, but all was quiet. Her eyes fluttered open, taking a moment to adjust to the dark.

Asher was lying just a few feet away, still as a corpse, his face bathed in shadow. A large spider was slowly crawling up the length of his arm. The princess watched without blinking.

After a few seconds he opened his eyes, like he could feel her watching. They stared for a long moment, then she quickly pulled herself to a sitting position. For whatever reason, the world felt a little steadier. Lines were sharp, not blurred. Thoughts were coming into focus.

Ellanden was fast asleep, curled with one arm thrown across his face. She realized now that he’d been taken and returned; that was the noise that had awakened her.

We always sleep longer after being taken out of the cage. I think I remember...

She trailed off with a blank expression, realizing she didn’t remember anything at all.

“I’m cold,” she announced suddenly, startling the sorcerer as Asher looked up in surprise.

Therias took a long look, his eyes drifting from person to person around the cage, before he promptly pulled three glasses down from a nearby cupboard, filling them with a steaming brew.

“I’m cold,” Evie said again, more insistent this time.

Asher was frowning, as if realizing the same thing himself. He glanced down at his fingers, flexing them slowly before tilting up his chin to examine the bars of the cage. A flash of some uncertain emotion swept over him. He opened his mouth as if to speak.

But then Therias was there.

“You’re not cold, darling.”

And suddenly she wasn’t. Her hands were still shaking. Her skin was still shock white. But she wasn’t cold. Just the way Asher wasn’t hungry. Just the way Ellanden wasn’t waking up.

“What’s wrong with him?” the vampire mumbled, nudging the fae with his foot.

“He’s just a little worn out,” Therias replied cheerfully, levitating the three steaming mugs across the cave. “He’ll be right as rain in no time.”

Evie followed his gaze with a frown.

...doesn’t look like it.

Therias, on the other hand, was practically glowing. While he still might technically resemble an old man, there was a charisma about him that was impossible to deny. Reflexes had sharpened and the glaze over his eyes had disappeared, as if some inner part of him was coming back to life.

“I have to admit,” the sorcerer continued, “he’s my favorite. Makes me feel almost...young.”

Evie looked again at the fae, suddenly aware her heart was pounding away in her chest. The ethereal glow that usually haloed around him, the one she found so obnoxious, that made strangers stop in their tracks, had almost vanished completely. The man lying beside her was beautiful, but strangely flat—as though he was a mere breath away from becoming a part of the cave itself.
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