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    Dedication

For every child who has ever felt too much,thought too deeply,or wondered if they were the only one.

This story is for you —

the quiet dreamers, the deep feelers,and the brave hearts learning to listento the dragons no one else can see.

May you always find your breath,your story,and the courage to share both.
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Chapter 1

Beneath the Whispering Tree
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The applause still echoed in Ziggy’s ears as he stepped away from the festival stage, his heart thumping not with fear, but with something else.

Pride.

He’d been seen. Not for what he tried to hide—but for what he’d finally learned to share.

Flicker, now the size of a loaf of bread, rode quietly on his shoulder. The little dragon was calm, blinking slowly in the late afternoon sun as the villagers returned to their dancing, their games, and the honey cakes laid out across the green.

“You did it,” Lily whispered, slipping beside him. “You told the truth, and nobody ran away screaming.”

Ziggy gave a small, sheepish grin. “Except maybe me... on the inside.”

They both laughed, and Flicker gave a snort of lavender smoke in agreement.

Later that night, as the final notes of music faded into starlight and the lanterns swayed gently from the Whispering Tree’s great branches, Ziggy sat alone beneath its wide canopy. He could still feel the warmth of the crowd, the kindness of their clapping—but also something else. A quiet hum beneath the bark. A low, familiar vibration in the roots pressed against his back.

Flicker stirred on his lap.

“Do you feel it too?” Ziggy asked.

The dragon didn’t answer—he rarely did—but his scales shimmered faintly. The same way they had the night the rift first flickered open near the stream.

Ziggy leaned back against the tree trunk. The leaves above rustled, though there was no wind.
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