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A crisp breeze carried the scent of moist earth and decaying leaves as midnight's cloak settled over the graveyard. Two shadows threaded between aging tombstones, barely more than whispers against the landscape. They were boys on the cusp of adolescence, fueled by curiosity and bravado. "Did you hear about the ghost of the headless nun?" whispered Jamie, his voice a tremulous thread in the darkness. "They say she roams here, searching for..."

––––––––

[image: image]


"Shh," hissed Alex, cutting him off with a sharp gesture. His wide eyes were fixed on a tableau unfolding under the sickly glow of the half-moon—a hunched silhouette, an old man laboring with a shovel, rhythmically carving into the ground. "Is that... is he digging a grave?" Jamie's question throbbed in his throat. "Who else digs at midnight in a graveyard?" Alex's retort was a mix of fear and fascination.
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