
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


[image: ]

Christian Revival, UK

Nick White

© Copyright 2026



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​Introduction


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


"Meanwhile," said Mr. Tumnus, "it is winter in Narnia, and has been for ever so long, and we shall both catch cold if we stand here talking in the snow..."

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis
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What if there was a real Christian revival happening? Not something fake - but a genuine awakening in the UK? As happened over 100 years ago in Wales. As happened over 300 years ago in England.  

What if it happened again during the digital and AI revolution? Do people still care about the big questions? The meaning of life. The afterlife. God. 

Is the good news still good news when all we seem to get are the bad parts of the good news?

If God loved the world so much that he gave his only son so that we wouldn't really perish but instead survive our way to heaven, then what does that actually mean for us today? And how is it good news if it is just about the afterlife? Is it good news that God is loving if he rarely seems loving to us when it comes to getting what we want?

If there really is a war with God among human souls, then at what point does that war cease and a truce occur? When does dialogue resume? Should apologies be made? Who should apologise to who?

And if that ever happens... what then?

How does a revival happen anyway? Slowly or all at once? In one place or in many? What would the effects be on the government, on the economy, on society? Would laws change? What would it mean for drug dealers? Or other trades? Would it be bad for business? Would things get better or worse? Let's speculate.

What would people think? What would people say? 

If there really is a revival outside Europe and the US - then why has Britain missed out for so long? Who is to blame?

I'm a freelance writer who has been covering this topic for over twenty years. In this book I will try to take a balanced look at all the different views on revival. I can't tell you what people would think... (we can think what we will and I don't believe in thought crime). But I can tell you some of the things that people say... and what they do...
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Note to the Reader
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I’m hoping that this is a reasonably balanced report on the quiet Christian revival in the UK. But, like everyone else, I’m a little biased, even though I’ve tried to counteract that. Apart from the public figures, names have been changed to protect sources. This was originally a blog, which I felt it was important to release weekly throughout 2025. I did this freely, so there is a danger that you may feel buyers-regret for getting this version. So, I’ve tried to make sure that you don’t. The benefit of this version is that all the material is easier to read, I’ve changed most (I hope) of the glaring errors and I’ve added a lot of bonus content which is not available for free and some that is not elsewhere.

I don’t tend to submit to publishers often. My policy is to submit to two and then indie-publish. A publisher at Bloomsbury this morning read the manuscript, said they enjoyed it, but said that the content is ‘dated’, because I begin back at the year 2000 and do not start from the present day. It was a gentle enough rejection (which are always the best kind). I figure that you can skip in and out of this book wherever you like so I don’t want to insult your intelligence by starting off at some exciting moment.

So, let’s get speculating. I want you to feel free to think, say and do whatever you want as you read this book (but please don’t burn it).

​​
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A Muslim Perspective
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2000

I began my investigation on revival, fresh out of journalism college by visiting my local library at the start of the millennium. Before the days of google search graphs it was much harder to figure out how interested the general population was in Christianity. I took a roundabout way and had no real intention of starting the story you are reading now.

How did I do it? In an act of sheer inspiration and journalistic laziness, I tried to find out just how many times a book on Jesus had been taken out of my local library over the years and if it was being taken out more regularly. Cutting edge journalism, I know. After I found that the Christian book and a book about Mohammed had been taken out more or less the same number of times, I suddenly realized that I was actually going to have to talk to people about all this if I wanted to get any further. Or, as my journalism tutor had told me... 'You can do the stuff but you need to dig more.'

Life gets in the way of these things. I took up a couple of jobs in newsrooms before moving to Birmingham and finding my feet. Mostly I forgot about the subject of revival. I went to church, but the subject rarely cropped up. Street preachers still didn't draw a crowd. Most people were just getting on with their lives after the Blair and Bush years. People were war-weary and already tired of all the terrorism restrictions following 9/11 - an event which changed the world.

It was actually 2003 before I returned to the story idea. On a whim, on a windy day, I decided to vox-pop a couple of people in Birmingham city centre. Two young Muslims seemed the place to start. Why not?

I asked Imran (19, a law student) if he had heard of the term revival before and he admitted that he hadn’t heard of it in a Christian context, but he understood the concept immediately from Islam. I went on to ask what he thought Christians were doing wrong.

“I don’t know,” he said, “What are they doing right?”

His friend Salik (20) elaborated...

“The Church is a lot emptier now than it used to be, I suppose with society changing and that. It’s just the future, isn’t it? Everybody’s modern lifestyle. Religion doesn’t actually take part in that type of thing any more. Religion is kind of old school.”

When I asked him if there was a counterpart to the term revival in Islam he said,

“It is the fastest growing religion in the world. Is there a revival in my faith? Possibly. With Christianity though everyone is just classed as a Christian, they’re just, sort of, classed it. If you ask them, they say ‘Yes I am’. So, I don’t think there will be revival from that because I don’t think anyone is too interested at the moment...with Christianity I don’t think there will be a revival for it.”

I said that a lot of Christians hope there will be a revival of Christianity in Britain and asked if he thought that hope was realistic.

“No I don’t think that’s realistic. Unless the religion changes for the times I don’t think there will be. If you want to become a Christian you’ve got to actually follow what’s stated in the books. But what people do in general... I wouldn’t exactly call it being a Christian – it’s just what they’ve been classed as. Being a Christian is doing the actions.”

I asked him what he thought Christians should be doing to bring about a revival. The wind rattled my notebook, perhaps warning me not to pursue the topic. Salik said,

“Christians need to actually have a point where they’re bringing in people rather than shoving it in your face constantly. They need to have gatherings, not just Sundays, they need to do more for the community and for the community to become interested in the Christianity part of it. I don’t think many Christians do that. And not just have big signs up saying ‘Jesus is coming back’, they should have more information provided and make it fun as well. I don’t think Christianity should be about money either, it has got to be something that everyone can relate to.”

These were the complaints which I was to hear again and again from people of all faiths and none. What struck me was that Salik was right about at least one thing - there was certainly little fun in Christianity at the time. There was definitely no fun in fundamentalism and the rest of the UK Christian community, Protestants, Catholics and Orthodox, were at least perceived as being argumentative, joyless hypocrites who didn't practice what they preached. A view which would get worse over the years.

We were clearly doing something very wrong. Could there be no revival because of us? Was it our fault?

That was, and still is, one of the perspectives - that 'revival tarries' because we don't practice what we preach. We talk of love but don't show it. We don't give or pray as much as we should. And some so-called Christians have even abused the most vulnerable. How could God heal a country if this was the state of his followers? So that view took hold and a lot of Christians, unwilling to blame God, unwilling to blame the devil, unwilling to blame the government shrugged and said, 'It's our fault again, isn't it?' It was certainly the view of the Muslims I spoke to that day.

Catch 22 - No revival, no change. No change, no revival.

Others had a different view...
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​​A Not-So-Great Falling Away
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2004

The idea that Christianity should be fun appealed to me, but I was sure I was just skimming the surface on the whole issue. The story lay fallow and I didn't research it much until 2004. Before Brexit. Before the pandemic. Before Queen Elizabeth died. Before any talk of 'quiet revivals'.

Because at the time there were no statistics from the Bible Society showing that more Gen Z young adults are going to church. The narrative of the decline of the Church in the West had taken hold. 

In Birmingham I interrupted a street preacher named Michael and asked him about revival. He was in his early 60s and his hair was in all directions but he was pleasant enough. He was out on an evangelical church outreach.

I asked him what he thought about Christian revival.

“My thoughts are a little pessimistic,” Michael said, “The Bible says that in the last days there will be a great falling away from the Lord. And if these are the last days, and I believe they are, then there will be a falling away of the saints and a lot of people turning their back on the Lord and being apostate – going back on the Lord. I believe, if you read the Bible, that is the condition of the Church just before Jesus comes – people actually are not in revival, but they are falling away – there’ll be a great falling away.”

Michael’s street preaching team were also open-mindedly sceptical. His colleague Richard said, “I don’t think it is going to happen while the churches are living in materialism. I don’t think it is going to happen while the churches are divided. I think the only way it is going to happen is wherever the Church finds its first love and unites and preaches the gospel as it is and stops watering it down.”

These were views which I would hear a lot more of within the UK Christian community, especially among Protestants. There are many Christians who take the view that we are living in the last of the last days and that the Bible says that there will be a huge number who abandon their faith in that time. That the whole Church will decrease in size. This perspective is based on a few scripture verses. Jesus himself said:

“And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.... And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:10–14 ESV)

And St Paul wrote: 'Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition...' 2 Thessalonians 2:3 KJV

So, it is no wonder that many Christians who believe we are in the last of the last days believe that there will be no further Christian revivals. Especially if they have been offended by the excesses of contemporary revivalism. But there is no new temple and what has happened before can happen again - even for good.

For Michael's view to be correct, it has to mean that we are in the final days before the end of the world. And that is a moot point. But when believers look around and see all the suffering and evil in the world, it is quite common to take the view that we really are in the end times. A view which is shared by some non-Christians who see global warming, war, or the rise of artificial intelligence as signs that the human race is about to be destroyed imminently. 

Michael resumed his preaching but this was the first time I had encountered the view that there not only would be no further revivals, but that things would get significantly worse in the near future. After all, it sometimes feels like the end of the world, doesn't it?

Christianity is not always optimistic at the best of times, but Jeremiahs may have their point when it comes to prophecy. The thing about the prophet Jeremiah was that he was right. Sometimes things can go badly wrong and hopes don't always come true.

Believers who hold to such a perspective are often very sceptical of announcements of revivals. After all, if a revival is genuine, revivalists should be able to handle questions.

But how can we make something so interesting, so boring? I will try to resist that as best I can.

When asked ‘Will only a few be saved?’ Jesus effectively answered ‘Many will not’. Perhaps we should all just bunker down and attempt to survive as best we can whatever comes. 

‘Let's go to the Winchester, have a nice cold pint, and wait for this all to blow over.’ That’s probably not a quote for Gen Z on the whole, so the question, according to the latest stats is - will this new phenomenon include other generations of both sexes? Just how inclusive will it be - if it happens?

Fun, fun, fun.
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​​The Churchgoers’ Perspective

[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


2004

I wasn’t getting very far. I had no home access to the internet so most of my research had to be done the old-fashioned way, at libraries and by actually speaking with people. After my encounter with Michael the whole subject was getting too depressing for me.

Back to the present, someone recently said, 'The quiet revival is so quiet that I don't think most people can even feel it'. It's an issue and it is ongoing. Perhaps there needs to be some kind of breakthrough?

Back in 2004 it was April and things felt cold on so many levels. Spring had barely allowed the leaves to return to the trees and certainly has not kickstarted any spiritual Spring. I was confused so I decided to go to a church and ask around. I went to a city Elim Pentecostal church. Surely, they would have been praying for a revival? During the sermon, the youth minister, as an aside said, “We are in a period of pre-revival.”

That seemed more hopeful. But it also seemed to be part of the problem. We always seemed to be on the verge of a revival or an awakening. There was a perpetual anticipation. After the service I asked some of the Christians in the congregation there what they thought.

Neil (19) said, “I don’t know. I mean, what kind of revival are you talking about? Because there is personal revival and there is a whole revival. I’m definitely for any kind of revival in which people come to Jesus in large amounts, yes, I’m for any kind of revival in that sense. I think it needs to happen in Britain, in Europe, these two places. I think it is on the verge of happening in Britain now. Whether it will ever get past being on the verge of happening, I don’t know, but I think it will. I can’t comment on Europe, but I would hope that it will happen there. It will spill over from Britain hopefully into Europe. I think the church is becoming more and more alive in Britain from my experience and things are happening. People are getting more and more hungry for what God wants and more willing to lay down their own personal agendas – which is always a good thing. If you can’t lay down your personal agendas then you just basically aren’t going to experience revival because God has to wait until you lay down your own...God’s plan is for all people.”

I asked churchgoer Scott what he thought.

“I’m definitely for it,” he said, “I don’t think it is happening yet but I think it’s going to happen soon, hopefully. A friend of mine always used to pray ‘Let revival start with me’ and I always thought that was quite bold. You can only revive that which was once alive and I do pray that God would use me for revival. Revive me and revive the Church. We definitely need it; our land is in a mess. We need help. I think people crying out for God...I think that’s what revival is.”

This was so long before the current situation, but the general feeling among churchgoers back in 2004 was that revival would not happen before there was either a 'battle', or a deep repentance.

I realized that I was focusing on one city in Britain and needed to get a look at the bigger picture...

​​
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The Megachurch View
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2004

“A lot of people pray for the big R’ who need to get off their ‘big A”. So said a British megachurch pastor during the sermon on Fri 13 Aug 2004. It seemed a bit harsh.

I was attending a megachurch at the time, an independent church which attracted all kinds of people. Thousands of people in one service complete with contemporary worship team and slick presentations.

The view that Christians were simply not doing enough was a common perspective. Maybe more prayer? Maybe more social action? The preacher had basically said the same thing as the Muslims I interviewed when the story started.

After the service I spoke to a member of the congregation there named Lee. He said something a bit more profound. “If you look at the Bible, God wants everyone to know about him. Revival means bringing people to God. I don’t think you can necessarily tell there is a revival until after things have happened.”

Did he mean that a revival could actually be happening at the moment, we just don’t know it? Well, that is madness, isn't it? If a pandemic is happening you know it is happening. The same with a revolution or a recession... can we really just be so isolated that we miss it all?

It bugged me though. All of the past revivals had happened in public and people would know that they were happening. The idea of some behind the scenes secret revival seemed to be a little vague. The kind of thing that a contemporary prophet might say if they had predicted a revival which never happened, but still maintained that it had begun... only it could not be seen or felt yet. A kind of denial that they got it wrong.

––––––––
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This particular megachurch was not without its critics. They said that they focused too much on money and effectively preached a prosperity gospel by their lifestyles and their constant requests for money. My experience of this place was mixed. I'm not saying that this church explicitly preached the prosperity gospel. This was too simplistic. Many people loved this church and found the teaching helpful. The church also had initiatives to help homeless people and those in need. Many people became genuine Christians at this church. It was all so grey and mixed up... like so many things.

But even among the modern-day revivalists there were those who seemed to be in it for the money. It was a popular view that many churches simply wanted their income rather than their congregation to grow. Televangelists and (often American) high profile Christian authors and leaders had turned people off the whole faith by their insistence that God wanted them to have the latest jet plane to travel around and spread the gospel. The leaders got their mansions, but often at the expense of the poorest and most vulnerable. The trouble was, and is, that their lives spoke louder than their words. They effectively changed the gospel message of John 3:16, to say, 'If you give me money, God will give you more money back.' Or heal you. Or answer your prayers. Reducing their sermons to the kind of thing that you could read in any self-help book.
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