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Introduction: المقدمة

Welcome to "Learn Arabic With Aziza"!

Are you ready to start your journey into the Arabic language? This book is designed especially for beginners who want to learn Arabic in a simple and fun way.

In this book, you will:

Learn the Arabic alphabet and how to pronounce each letter.

Discover basic words and essential vocabulary for everyday life.

Practice simple sentences to introduce yourself and talk about your daily life.

Explore short conversations to help you communicate in real situations.

Arabic is a beautiful and rich language, and by learning it step by step, you will soon be able to read, write, and speak basic Arabic confidently.

Let’s start this exciting journey together!

With love

Aziza Jad  

––––––––
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Lesson 1: The Arabic Alphabet and common expressions

________________________________________________________________

Learn the letters and how to pronounce them (using Franco transliteration),  “With the closest pronunciation using English letters”)

ءHamza    A    شئ     Thing

ا     Alif   Aa  مصباح    Lamp

ب      Baa      B  باب    Door

ت      Taa     T   تفاحة Apple

ث      Thaa   Th ثعلب       Fox

ج      Jeem  G / J  جمل       Camel  

ح        Haa  H  حصان   Horse

خ      Khaa    Kh     خبز      Bread

د      Dal   D دجاجة          Chicken

ذ             Thal   Dh    ذهب Gold

ر       Raa  R رجل Man

ز               Zay    Z   زهرة      Flower

س         Seen    S   سمك   Fish

ش        Sheen   Sh شمس     Sun

ص        Sad   S صندوق               Box

ض        Dad   D ضوء Light

ط        Taa  T طائر Bird

ظ     Dha   Dh ظرف     Envelope

ع    Ain      A    عين    Eye

غ         Ghayn Gh غزال Deer

ف     Faa   F فم   Mouth

ق      Qaf   Q قلم      Pen/pencil

ك     Kaf   K   كتاب     Book

ل          Lam   L ليمون Lemon

م         Meem  M   موز Banana

ن          Noon    N نمر         Tiger

ه                Haa   H هلال    Crescent

و          Waw   W / Oo  وردة Rose

ي     Yaa   Y / I     يد   Hand

—-
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Important Notes:

Some Arabic letters have different shapes depending on their position in the word.

For example:

. The letter ه)  /  haa) changes its shape: هـ – ـهـ – ـه – ه

. The letter ت) / taa) can appear as ت   -or- ة   (connected taa, when it comes at the end)

. letters are usually connected to each other in a word.

But not all letters connect in the same way.

Some letters connect from both sides (right and left),

while some letters only connect from the right side,  they don’t connect to the letter after       them.

For example:

The letter ب)  /  baa) connects on both sides →  بـ   ـبـ   ب

But the letter ا)  /  alif) connects only from the right side, it never connects to the next letter.

And it also keeps the same shape in all positions.

However, it can look different depending on the hamzaء  :

There are six Arabic letters that do not connect to the letter after them.

They only connect to the letter before them (if there is one).

These letters are:

ا)  /  alif)     

د)  /  dal)   -  ذ)    /  dhal)

ر)  /  raa)  -     ز)  /  zay)

و)   /  wow)

. The letter "ي / yaa” changes its shape depending on its position in the word. It always has two dots below it, and it connects smoothly to other letters (except for letters that don’t connect after them). 

1. At the beginning of a word (initial form): 

Written like this: يـ 

Example: ياسمين  -  (Yasmeen / jasmin)  

––––––––
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2. In the middle of a word (medial form): 

Written like this: ـيـ 

Example:بيت - (bayt / house) 

3. At the end of a word (final form): 

Written like this: ـي 

Example:نبي   -  (nabey / prophet), قوي  -  (quawey / strong), 

Sometimes we call this of (yaa) “the duck yaa” - (ياء بطة) because it looks like a little duck sitting at the end of the word.

. The letters Hamza and Alif differ in pronunciation. 

Some people believe that the Arabic alphabet has 38 letters and that Alif and Hamza are the same letter. This is a common mistake because Hamza is a separate letter; in fact, it is the first letter of the Arabic alphabet. Therefore, the alphabet has 29 letters. This makes sense because Hamza is not actually tied to Alif, it can appear alone on the line at the end of a word or with other letters, while Alif itself appears without Hamza in many positions.

––––––––
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Alif   ا   is a long vowel that gives the sound “aa” like in the word باب)  / baab). 

Hamza ء   is a glottal stop sound, like a brief pause or break in the voice. It can also sound like the letter "A" when it appears at the beginning of a word.

The Positions of the Hamza ء    

. The letter Hamza  ء  can appear in different positions in the word:

	At the beginning of the word, written on an Alif  أ     -or- إ  



Example: أحمد)   /  Ahmad)  -or- إسلام)   /  Islam)

	In the middle of the word, written on the line, on Wow ؤ    or  on Yaa   ئ    depending on the surrounding vowels.


Examples:

-  سؤال    (suʾàl  /  question) – Hamza on Wow ؤ

-    فئة     (fiʾah  / category ) – Hamza on Yaa ئ 

-  مساء     (masaa’  /  evening) – Hamza on the line   ء

	At the end of the word, can be on the line, on Wow, or on Yaa depending on the vowel before it.


Examples:

-  يبدأ     (yabda’ / to start) – on Alif  أ

-  يقرأ     (yaqra’ / to read) – on Alif  أ

-  لؤلؤ     (luʾluʾ / pearl) – on Wow     ؤ 

-  شيء     (shayʾ / thing) – on the line   ء 

Kinds of Alif

There are different types of Alif depending on how it’s used: 

	The Normal Alif   ا



This is the basic long “aa” sound, which comes as a vowel.

Examples: باب   -  (baab / door)   ☆ قال     -  (qaal / he said) 

	The Alif with a Hamza أ / إ 



Here, the hamza ء   sits on or under the Alif:

أ  Hamza on top, makes a short “a” sound

Example: أكل  - (akal / he ate) 

إ   Hamza under the alif, makes a short “i” sound

Example: إبرة  -  (ibra / needle)

	The Alif with Madd   آ  



This alif has a madd sign on top, it’s a small wave (not a hamza).

It means the sound is stretched, a long “aa” sound.

Examples: آدم  - (Aadam)  ♡ )  آثارaathàr / monuments)

	The Alif Maqsùra ى 



Looks like  ي /  yaa   (but without dots. It only comes at the end of a word and sounds like “aa.”

Examples: هدى  - (hudaa / guidance)

متى - (mata / when) 

Tips for beginners:

1. Use Franco to practice pronunciation before trying Arabic script.

2. Repeat each letter aloud several times.

3. Start linking letters to simple words to remember them easily.

Common Arabic Greetings and Their Responses + common expressions. 

––––––––
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السلام عليكم – assalamu 'alaykom / Peace be upon you - Hello 

وعليكم السلام – wa 'alaykom assalam / And peace be upon you too

(response) 

صباح الخير – sabah el-kheir / Good morning

صباح النور – sabah en-noor / Good morning (response) 

مساء الخير – masaa’ el-kheir / Good evening

مساء النور – masaa’ en-noor / Good evening (response) 

أهلا وسهلا – ahlan wa sahlan /  Welcome 

مرحبا – marhaba / Hello 

كيف حالك؟ – keifa haluk?  /  How are you? 

أنا بخير  شكرا، – ana be'kheir, shokran / I’m fine, thank you 

مع السلامة – ma'a assalàma / Goodbye 

إلى اللقاء– ila al-liqaa  / See you later 

تصبح على خير – tusbih 3l'ala kheir / Good night

وأنت من أهله – wa anta min ahleh (male) / wa anti min ahleh (female) / And you too (response to “Good night”) 

شكرا – shokran  / Thank you 

عفوا – afwan /  You’re welcome / Excuse me 

من فضلك – min fadlek  / Please 

آسف – àasif (male) /  آسفة – àasifa (female) / I’m sorry 

لا مشكلة– la moshkila  / No problem 

- تفضلtafàaddàal (male) / تفضلى - tafaddali (female) - Here you go / Go ahead 

مبروك – mabrook – تهانينا  tahàneena / Congratulations 

بارك الله فيك – baraka Allahu feek (male) / allah yebarek feeki (female) / May God bless you (response to Congratulations) 

معذرة  màa'zera – Pardon me / Sorry 

طبعا – بالطبع  bet-tab’ – tab’an / Of course 

How to Introduce Yourself in Arabic. 

When you meet someone for the first time, you can use these simple sentences to introduce yourself: 

السلام عليكم – assalàmu 'alaikom – Peace be upon you / Hello 

إسمي ... – esmi ... – My name is ...

Example:  إسمي عزيزة – esmi Aziza – My name is Aziza 

أنا من ... – ana min ... – I am from ...

Example:  أنا من مصر – ana min Misr – I am from Egypt 

أنا أعيش في ... – ana a'eesh fi ... – I live in ...

Example:  أنا أعيش في القاهرة – ana a'eesh fi al-Qahira – I live in Cairo 

عمري ...  سنة – 'omri ... sana – I am ... years old

Example: عمري 20 سنة –  omri 20 sana – I am 20 years old 

أنا أعمل كـ ... – ana a'mal ka ... – I work as a ...

Example:   أنا أعمل كمعلمة– ana a'mal ka mo'alema – I work as a teacher 

أنا أحب ... – ana oheb ... – I like ...

Example:  أنا أحب القراءة – ana oheb al-qeràa’a – I like reading

––––––––
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Yes words in Arabic: "نعم" – "بلى" – "أجل" – and the negative "لا"

In Arabic, نعم، بلى   and أجل   all mean “yes,” but they are used in different situations depending on the type of question.

––––––––
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/ نعم Na‘am – Yes

Used to answer affirmative (positive) questions.

- هل ذاكرتِ؟

- نعم، ذاكرتُ.

(Did you study? – Yes, I did.)

/ بلى Balà – Yes 

Used to answer negative questions (those containing “not”).

It cancels the negation and gives a positive meaning.

- ألم تدرسي؟

- بلى، درستُ.

(Didn’t you study? – Yes, I did.)
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