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Awakening

Francesca, wearing her oldest but most comfortable towelling robe, fiddled with the curtain rail in her room, her movements distracted and cross. She’d been this way all week: perma-frowning, impatient and unable to fully focus on anything much.

She’d waved her youngest off to Uni the week before, trying to look a lot more cheerful than she felt. Since then, she’d been rattling around in their huge townhouse. Alone except for one dog and two goldfish. One of the kids had been given the goldfish years ago but, against all experience and possibly fishy science, they refused to die ... going round and round all day, instead, in their comfortable but limited world.

Like Francesca.

There was a creak, then a wooden splitting noise that didn’t sound good. It was immediately followed by the whole side of one curtain falling to the floor, nearly taking Francesca, perching on a makeup stool, with it.

The sudden jerk, followed by a grab for something solid (the wall), made her robe fall open. Full, slightly drooping breasts with pleasantly-erect nipples saw the rare light of day, as Francesca caught a movement in a middle window of the house opposite, immediately dismissed it from her mind, closed her dressing gown huffily and looked at the mess.

‘That’s fucked,’ she said under her breath. Unlike me, she might have added with some feeling.

And that, if she’d stopped to think about it, was the other reason she was out-of-sorts. James was back from his business trip tomorrow. And he better not be tired.
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