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This is a combination piece that includes three (3️⃣) separate and already self–published titles – and these are:

	 “Trump’s First Burst into Politics”



(This piece tackles Trump’s entry and early beginnings into the political arena.)



	“The Results Were Rigged; The Fix Was In”



(As you may well have guessed, this is about the presidential election of 2020.)



	“Politics and Principles”



(These are my thoughts and opinions regarding the political landscape during a three–year period between 2021 – 2024.  Here, I address the truly awful presidency of Joe Biden who was all about “America Last” not “America First.”)



This essentially recapitulates my political opinions during the course of a solid decade; more specifically, it directly coincides with the presidential runs and first term of Donald J. Trump, whom I believe to be America’s best and most badass president!  More is currently being written about what will be and define Trump’s now second term inside the Oval Office, but that writing is set to be self-published at a later date.

All Entries Written by: DeLynn Nicole Poma
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During September & October of 2016, I volunteered for the Trump campaign.  Though he was not my first choice for a candidate, the alternative (at least 4, if not 8, years of crooked and corrupt Hillary Clinton) would be worse, so I endorsed Trump.  I helped out in the office every Wednesday from 2 – 6 p.m.  My duties were simple: make outbound calls, greet guests, update lists, enter data, and sell t-shirts and other Trump paraphernalia.  I also took part in “Donuts & Doors” where we met as a team every Saturday from 2 – 5 p.m. for a quick snack of coffee and donuts before heading out to walk the neighborhood to talk to people.  We had partners so no one knocked on doors alone.  Our goal was to engage people in friendly conversation without being politically confrontational.  I was posting my thoughts online at the time as well.

This is a compilation of my thoughts during the election cycle of 2016 between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.  I share how the press and other politicians treated him during his first term.  I never saw a president so embattled as Donald Trump.  It took a minute for me to look passed his oversized ego and bombastic personality, but once I was on board the Trump Train, there was no getting off.  That man worked harder and accomplished more in just a single term in office than most presidents do in two!  As the years went on – and the media attacks were relentless – I saw a man who truly loves this country, who simply wants to restore it to greatness, and who wants to make the American Dream attainable for average working-class Americans.  The more mud they slung at him, the more resilient and resolved he became.  No one has fought harder to serve as president of the United States than Donald J. Trump.

First Presidential Debate

Democratic Nominee: Hillary Clinton vs. Republican Nominee: Donald Trump

Monday, September 26, 2016, at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York

We watched this debate.  To me, Hillary Clinton came prepared; she did her homework and showed up as her polished, political self.  Donald Trump, on the other hand, let himself get lost in her web; he couldn’t stop defending his own enormous ego, and more often than not, he came across as childish and immature.  Though Clinton appeared calculated, conceited, and seemed smug, it was evident that she is very smart and her understanding of all things policy is in-depth and thorough.  The Businessman painted broad strokes and offered little substantive detail; he fumbled, bumbled, and interrupted the Secretary quite a bit.  There were even a few exchanges between the two opponents throughout the 90-minute debate that embarrassed me to be a “Trumpette.”  But a Clinton presidency is equal to eight more years of Barack Obama, and if she gets elected, it’s like giving Obama two more terms.  I’m in no hurry to see a female president; as a conservative, I cannot align myself with the overly-liberal policies and practices of the Democratic Party which a Clinton presidency would only perpetuate.  That’s why I stand behind and support Mr. Trump as he works to secure the presidency of these United States.

Vice Presidential Debate

Republican Nominee: Mike Pence versus Democratic Nominee: Tim Kaine

Tuesday, October 04, 2016, at Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia

I watched this debate on PBS.  In my honest opinion, I have to say that Mr. Kaine sounded like a yapping puppy dog, the kind that keeps knapping at your heels.  He interrupted Pence countless times and acted like a big kid causing a fuss because he wasn’t getting his way.  Mr. Pence, on the other hand, kept his cool (and his composure), and he didn’t let Kaine get under his skin or rattle his cage.  I’ve come to firmly believe that along with the liberal media, even debate moderators are biased, because Elaine Quijano would stop Pence if he interrupted (which was only a handful of times) while she let Kaine dominate the debate.  She challenged Pence on his points but offered silent agreement when it came to Kaine.  It is my view that the Republican candidates have two opponents: the Democratic nominees and the debate moderators.  In the end, my take-away was that Clinton must have sent in her bulldog, Kaine, to the debate with a single command: “Go sic ‘em, boy!”

––––––––
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Second Presidential Debate

Democratic Nominee: Hillary Clinton vs. Republican Nominee: Donald Trump

Sunday, October 09, 2016, at the Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri

I watched this debate twice.  The format and style this time was a town hall meeting with two moderators and a group of nearly forty citizen participants who are uncommitted and undecided voters.  In my view, both moderators were biased against Trump and it seemed he had three challengers in the debate as opposed to just one.  I listened to their answers intently: Hillary Clinton sounded substantive and came prepared, while Donald Trump seemed bullying and repetitive.  Some of the things he said (for example: “She has hate in her heart.”) were entirely inappropriate, but what struck me the most was their body language and how they handled the participants.  Donald Trump seemed to roam the debate stage (and at times it looked as if he loomed behind Clinton) or stood at his podium looking aloof and afar off, disconnected and disengaged.  Hillary Clinton, on the other hand, physically approached each participant and even referred to some of them by name.  Trump appeared to merely glance at the participants who asked him questions, and (more often than not) instead of providing a specific response, he used it as a springboard of sorts to launch into his own rant and rage against Clinton.  In direct contrast to this, Clinton maintained eye contact with each questioner and spoke to his or her particular concern.  It was clear that Donald Trump is not at his best when playing the politician, and he can even seem out of his element at times.  But if he works like a horse and as hard as he says he will to fulfill those campaign promises at the desk of the Oval Office, then I can forgive him his lack and deficiency behind a podium on the debate stage.

––––––––
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THIRD PRESIDENTIAL Debate

Republican Nominee: Donald Trump vs. Democratic Nominee: Hillary Clinton

Wednesday, October 19, 2016, at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas, NV.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the winner of the third and final debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump is: (wait for it...) Chris Wallace!  That’s right.  He was the one I liked best – and that’s saying something, because I don’t even like Chris as he’s a snooty and snobbish little man.  Why, perhaps I should vote for him to be our next president – and I’m not totally joking.  The two opponents were no different this time than they were during the two previous debates, so if you didn’t get a chance to watch this, I don’t think you missed anything.  Wallace challenged each candidate equally and did a fine job at remaining fair and balanced.  Hillary Clinton is an experienced politician; Donald Trump is an apprentice politician, but both will say and do what they have to in order to win the White House.  Hillary Clinton ducked and dodged a few issues, and Donald Trump scrabbled and fumbled his ball from time to time, but both did their best to persuade the American populace as to the reason why they deserve a seat at the Oval Office.  And in the end, I breathed a sigh of relief: “Whew!”  I’m glad the debates are done!

––––––––
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THE ALFRED E. SMITH Memorial Foundation Dinner

Host: Archbishop of New York

Place: Waldorf–Astoria Hotel

Most people would agree that political campaigns are never pretty, especially when the contesters are competing for the highest administrative position in the land. As I watched the candidates speak at the Al Smith Charity Dinner, I wished that - for just a moment - each could rise above the combativeness against their opponent and remain cordial or at least semi-civil. The dinner is a high-end, white-tie event that raises a ton of money (this year’s event reached 6 million!) to be utilized by Catholic charities to help children who are in need. I watched an old video of the dinner that took place four years ago for comparison’s sake and feel Mitt Romney and Barack Obama did a much better job at keeping things light-hearted and funny. It’s okay to take a few jabs at your opponent, but there is no need to get nasty. Perhaps today’s nominees should have watched the same video in order to see how it’s done. Hopefully 4 years from now, the contesters will remember to focus on the bigger picture and leave mud-slinging at home.

––––––––
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FIRST THOUGHTS

I watched the tape of Donald Trump expressing himself via lewd comments that he had made to Billy Bush in regards to women. I viewed the video in its entirety, and the language is crude indeed. I also listened to comments he made about women while on the Howard Stern radio show, and I found that to be equally disturbing. As a woman who has been the target of vulgarity at the mouths of men, and who has experienced my share of violation, it deeply troubled me to hear his views.  Yet as I continue to grapple with this, a single analogy comes to mind: my surgery back in 1994.  The surgeon I was assigned to had absolutely horrible bedside manner, but he was at the top of his game and was rated one of the best surgeons to perform the specific surgery that I needed.  I am alive and healthy today because he saved my life so many years ago.  If you had to choose between a doctor who spoke winning words but did a botched job on the operating table, or one who could be crude and rude (and rough around the edges) but who could save your life, which one would you choose?  Our country is headed for a train wreck if we don’t get our act in gear.  It’s going to take more than winning words to turn things around.  It is my firm belief that if we don’t elect the man who can fix it, then our nation will continue on its steady decline and our system will stay broken for many years to come.

––––––––
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EXPOSE HYPOCRISY

Democratic presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton, claims to be a champion of women’s rights and human rights, and for advancing the cause and advocating for the LGBTQ community, but she gladly accepts donations from foreign governments and entities who treat women terribly (for instance, rape victims are blamed and punished for their own rape) and who either imprison or outright murder persons of the homosexual persuasion.  I call that “hypocrite politics” and a double standard, but you can make your own determination on that.

––––––––
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DOUBLE STANDARD

I clearly recall how former president, Bill Clinton, had his string of affairs while serving in the White House and former First Lady, Hillary Clinton, destroyed these women’s lives in the process.  Remember Monica Lewinsky?  Bill Clinton was actually impeached, but allowed to serve out and finish his final term.  He was a grown man (a married man), and the president of the United States, while she was just a young college intern.  He should have known better, right?  Yet he remains highly revered despite all of his unsavory dealings with women.  Monica Lewinsky has had (what I call) “the stain of shame” over her life due to her highly-publicized rendezvous with the president.  Is it because she is a woman?  If she had been a man, would it not have been swept under the rug?  Meanwhile, Republican presidential nominee, Donald Trump, was publicly ridiculed over his unsavory comments that were caught on a hot mic over ten years ago.  His were just words; Bill Clinton’s was action.  If Trump were Democrat, would have anybody cared?  Once again, it’s a case in point of double standard in media and politics.

––––––––
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OCTOBER OF 2016

Clinton Corruption

We all recall how Martha Stewart served a short time in jail because she was involved in insider trading.  Dinesh D’Souza also served some time in jail.  His crime?  He donated more money than he was allowed to a friend who ran a political campaign.  The once highly-decorated General Petraeus was stripped of his honors and dishonorably discharged from the military because he divulged secretive government information to his mistress.  Secretary Clinton deleted over thirty thousand e-mails and used private, unprotected servers while handling the nation’s top secrets, yet she was allowed to run for president of the United States.  Is that because she ran on the Democratic ticket?  I have a sneaking suspicion that if she were Republican, her political career would have been over, and her fate sealed and similar to theirs.

––––––––
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FOREIGN OPINIONS

I’m told that people from other countries do not want Donald Trump to become our next president.  At the shop where I work, we get customers from Canada all the time.  I had a customer tell me that they prefer Hillary Clinton, because her system of government is much more in line with the Canadians.  Since when do we choose a president based on what other nations want?  I am patriotic to my country, and I pledge the allegiance to my flag, not yours.

––––––––
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MORE THOUGHTS

If America was perfectly prosperous and stronger than ever, then Donald Trump would never have run for president.  It is precisely because of our country’s economic decline and social deterioration that prompted him to run for office.  President Barack Obama left our country in an overall sad state of affairs.  We simply cannot afford to have eight more years of the same “business as usual” coming from our nation’s capital.  We are the greatest experiment in capitalism and democracy that the world has ever seen, and the Constitution needs to be respected, not rewritten.  Our nation is on a dangerous path that could one day lead us to self-destruct, and at the moment, we are being provided a window of opportunity to change course and get back on the right track.  As I see it, Hillary Clinton wants to win the White House to put a crown on her political career, and her administration would only perpetuate progressive policies that will keep our country going in the wrong direction.  She is beholden to the highest bidder, and with all her scandals and subsequent investigations, she carries a truckload of negative political baggage.  With his astute business acumen, Donald Trump believes he is the only man who can fix a broken America and put us back on our feet, and he might be right.  He is a self-made billionaire who works very hard and owes nobody any favors.  He does not need the presidency nor does he care to be a career politician.  Hillary Clinton knows how to play the Washington game, but her promises are empty and her words will result in no action.  Donald Trump may well come across less polished and more blunt, but he’s a man of action.  I whole-heartedly believe he will do what he says he is going to do and to the very best of his capability.

––––––––
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BENGHAZI HEARING

I watched this video in its entirety on an unexpected day off. It’s a bit long, (11 hours) but there are a few breaks, and it does repeat certain segments.  This is Hillary Clinton testifying before the House Select Investigative Committee on Benghazi that took place on October 22, 2015 (Trey Gowdy is Committee Chair; Elijah Cummings is Ranking Member). From what I understand, the U.S. had a diplomatic outpost in Benghazi which was a temporary facility under the management of the now-deceased Ambassador, Chris Stevens. Both the State Department (of which Clinton served as Secretary of State) and the Department of Defense considered this post to be a high-risk hot spot in a dangerous region/conflict area with constant threats in a very hostile environment.  You can watch the video to learn about things like: kinetic contractors, static security, militia members, local guard forces, and unarmed “Blue Mountain,” but my take away was the overall scope and tone of the hearing.  In my opinion, the Republican side of the panel went far beyond basic questioning and inquiry, and instead appeared more like a band of prosecuting attorneys who hammered the Secretary with the smallest of details.  Madame Secretary held herself well under the fire and guns of the Republican prosecutors, and they seemed more interested in her e-mails than in unfolding the events of that tragic night where 4 American heroes lost theirs lives.  I felt it was politicized and partisan, meant more to smear the Secretary’s presidential campaign than uncovering the truth and learning what could be done differently to avoid another tragedy.  Her most honest and heartfelt moment took place at the three-hour mark (just before the first break) as she responded to Congressman, Adam Schiff, the “Gentleman from California.”  A softer side of Clinton can be seen at the 9-hour, 40-minute mark.  The hearing went on so long, that she had a coughing spell and almost seemed to lose her voice.  Cameramen huddled so close to her before and after each break that they were almost right in her face.  Give her some space!  Nothing new came out of this and no new facts were unearthed.  It seemed more a reason to put the Secretary in the hot seat to see if she could take the heat. I think less focus should have been placed on her and more attention on key elements of that night, like how better to have utilized assets and positioned forces, etc.  In the end, it was lots of talk but with very little uncovered.
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