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            PRAISE FOR COME HOLY SPIRIT

          

        

      

    

    
      This book shows us if we follow the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish amazing things and create a better world for everyone. This book is a shining light that shows us how to create a life filled with divine purpose, while embracing the Christian values.

      —Charles Lightwalker Ph.D, Religious Studies; MA, Chaplaincy Studies, Certified. Spiritual healer, ordained minister, medical intuitive, certified sound healer, author, husband, and father—my greatest achievement; co-author of Quantum Healing: The Synergy of Chiropractic & Reiki.

      

      Richly weaving a tapestry from scripture and life experiences, Stephen Bull reminds us that we are spirits on a human journey with the capacity to invite the animating, life-giving Spirit into our lives through discerning and engaging with Spirit’s gifts.  This well written guide to Spiritual Gifts is far more than an inventory—it is a summons to living one’s faith with greater clarity and depth and to join with Spirit to transform creation.

      —The Rev. Dr. Nancy Woodworth-Hill, Rector, Lawrencefield Parish Church (Wheeling, WV) and Spiritual Director.

      

      Come Holy Spirit by Steve Bull is a tour de force by a man who weds excellent scholarship to a compassionate heart and a practical soul. He crafts his thesis like a person assembling a jigsaw puzzle and putting all of the necessary pieces in exactly the right place. The picture that emerges is a beautiful portrait.

      —Fr. Seán ÓLaoire spent 14 years in Eastern Africa as a Catholic priest and now ministers in California. He has a B.Sc. in mathematics, a Ph.D. in Transpersonal Psychology and is a licensed clinical psychologist. He’s the author of six books—the first one was written in Kiswahili and the latest is Setting God Free: Moving Beyond the Caricature We’ve Created in Our Own Image.

      

      One of the most important inquiries, and sadly one of the most overlooked, in the Christian spiritual tradition is exploring how the Holy Spirit can be at work in our personal lives and communities. In my own Episcopal branch of the family of Christ we often speak of God as the Holy Trinity but give actual emphasis to the first two persons, with little said about the third member, the Holy Spirit, unless it is a special festival day like the Day of Pentecost. And yet, God the Holy Spirit yearns for us to awaken to the intimacy, creativity, richness, and vitality of life in the spirit that can be ours to receive and develop through this personal relationship.

      Stephen Bull, with authoritative contributions by his wife Sally, provides the finest introduction to Christian living in the Spirit and a way of exploring spiritual gifts that I have read in his book, Come Holy Spirit: Using Our Spiritual Gifts to Change the World. Bull masterfully blends personal narrative and stories from others, practical teaching, Biblical examples, an expansive selection of spiritual gifts, and opportunities for reflection. His long experience in dual vocations provides a remarkable level of approachability to this important dimension of spiritual life. He presents vital lived experience of the work of the Spirit in his life and those of others and a practical framework for inviting us to look at how the Spirit might already be at work within us and how we can actively participate in this work of God in the world.

      I encourage those who follow Jesus Christ, or are curious about the Christian spiritual way and want to know about the gifts God wishes to bestow on us through the Holy Spirit to pick up this book.

      —Daniel L. Prechtel, D.Min., is an Episcopal priest, spiritual guide, and author of Where Two or Three are Gathered, Light on the Path, and Soul Journeys (with John Mabry and Katrina Leathers). He operates Lamb & Lion Spiritual Guidance Ministries at www://llministries.com.
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      Probably because I’m a bit of a writer, whenever I read a book I look at the acknowledgment page and admire all the people who contributed to the writer’s project. Writing a book and getting it to print (let alone finding a publisher!) is a lengthy, arduous process. So, the help of friends and colleagues is absolutely necessary. With this in mind, I have a ton of people to thank for all their ideas, corrections, challenges, insights, efforts, and positive energy.

      First, I have to start with my wife, Sally. She has literally lived the book. She’s had to bear the burden of me talking about the content, the people I have interviewed, theology, Spirit, spirits, and everything in between for months.

      Sally has made wonderful contributions. Her chapter on intuitive listening in the healing chapter is a blockbuster—this topic is so important! As in our first book, Jesus, the Ultimate Shaman, her comments, intuition, and listening form the backbone of this book as well. Her interview was exceptional, her thoughts profound. She shared her experiences with the practice of discernment, words of knowledge, healing, and setting boundaries. Furthermore and at an early turning point, Sally was one of four people who helped turn this book in a better direction.

      When I first undertook this project in 1997, the book was a theological exercise aimed at defining spiritual gifts. I returned to the project this year but came face-to-face with two realities. First, I had grown substantially in my experience with the Spirit since then. Second, the book was a yawner. Basically Sally, John Mabry (my publisher), and Don and Alison Daley (friends) asked me in so many words, “So what?”

      The book needed a human touch, making Scripture come alive by sharing the stories of people, their lives and experiences, through whom spiritual gifts are shared. So, I had to sit down and completely rewrite my first draft. First came my sharing because I’ve had a boatload of spiritual experiences throughout my life that I considered illustrative of some of the gifts. Then I began to interview friends about their spiritual gifts—people, it turns out, who had powerful testimonies to offer. And Sally’s, John’s, and Don and Alison’s wisdom about changing the focus of the book bore fruit through the fertile anecdotes of my interviewees who live in the Spirit and manifest the Spirit through their spiritual gifts. I’m convinced these stories make the book, and I think you will too.

      Don is next in line to receive thanks. When Don speaks, you’d better pay attention. He’s the one who awoke in me the need to consider that the book should be larger in scope—that it should be more than an explanation of spiritual gifts. That is, the book needed to bring people to the next level of Spirit living, discovery, and manifestation. We don’t need another list of definitions about spiritual gifts. We need life in the Spirit, a Church filled with people who are tuned in to Spirit, power, empowerment, miraculous works, awareness, listening, intuition, sensing, attunement, healing, and perception. He was right.

      You can thank Don for his dream that’s in this book, for talking about discovery as a process for anyone seeking to live a Spirit life, and for sharing his stories about grace-lets that come to him as he ministers—so insightful, so helpful.

      Robert Michael deserves thanks. He read what was akin to a first draft. He agreed that the stories were the most powerful aspect of the book and so he added his own. Robert Michael is like many of the people I interviewed—“I don’t have a gift…well, I guess I do.” What Robert Michael does prophetically appears so naturally it’s as if he doesn’t have a gift. But he does and operates in it powerfully. He lives his gift. There’s a constant interaction and flow between Robert Michael’s life and God. I’ve learned a great deal for my own life from how Robert lives his life in the Spirit.

      Don’s wife Alison shared her stories about administration and leadership. But not only that, it was her that turned me on to the way gifts move back and forth on a continuum and then how they tend to cluster according to similarity. That was one of the “so-whats” that had to be written about. Thank you, Alison.

      Each interview brought fantastic insights about the depth of living in Spirit’s life and power. From Robert Michael’s to Steve’s to Sister Mary’s to Crystal’s to Alison’s to Sally’s, every one of the interviews brought a big punch to the discussion not only about “a” particular gift, but how gifts and grace-lets are like a mixture of rich ingredients that merge together in people’s lives. Seeing how gifts and grace-lets move and flow together is like standing by a river and watching the wonderful intermingling of sub-currents as they twist and fold into one another to produce its volume and power. Each interview was part of a spirit-current that coalesced to form a rich, colorful expression of how gifts manifest.

      So, great thanks go out to my interview crew: Sally, Robert Michael, Don, Alison, Steve, Dave and Louann, Donna, Joanne, Taylor, Lynda, Button, Crystal, Christine, Sister M, Lisa, and David.

      Thank you to those who read the completed manuscript and offered changes for improvement: Sally, the Daleys, Robert Michael, Charles Lightwalker, Karl Harkey, and of course my incomparable editor, Janeen Jones. And thanks to those who read the book and gave their endorsement: Charles Lightwalker, Daniel Prechtel, Nancy Woodworth-Hill, and Séan ÓLaoire.

      I thank John Mabry, my publisher, for being willing to print a book on this subject matter. He’s an ordained minister and knows the value of people living powerfully in the Spirit. I thank him for his faith, his life, his wisdom, and his commitment to this project. I also thank him for writing the Foreword, which I believe surprised him when I requested it. But regarding such a prolific writer with thirty-five published titles under his belt plus his ongoing work as a publisher, what a perfect person to fulfill my request!

      Last, I want to acknowledge the scholarly work of Dr. James R. Clinton and Dr. Paul R. Ford for their excellent definitions of the various spiritual gifts. And my appreciation goes to Christopher Patrick Johnson for his major contribution regarding the subject of the five-fold ministries and other topics.

      Before I move on… Sally and I participated in a podcast through thesanctuaryheal.com talking about our book, Jesus the Ultimate Shaman. Angell Deer, the proprietor and emcee, insightfully locked on to a theme which, to me, summarized what the content of that book and this one are about. He asked, “How do we move from belief to connection?” In that simple but profound question Mr. Deer summarized what everyone’s contribution to this book comes down to: starting from Scripture, with a connection to Spirit, faith is put into action, and an ongoing life, discovery, and ministry in the Spirit is lived.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            BEFORE WE BEGIN…

          

        

      

    

    
      SCRIPTURAL CITATIONS

      To avoid the clutter of numerous scriptural citations, I have placed the chains of chapters and verses in a footnote in paragraphs that include three or more Scripture citations in a row.

      All Scripture verses are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.  Old and New Testament chapters and their abbreviations follow.

      
        
        OLD TESTAMENT

        Genesis / Gen.

        Exodus / Ex.

        Numbers / Nu.

        Deuteronomy / Dt.

        Leviticus / Lev.

        Judges / Jud.

        Joshua / Jos.

        1 Samuel /1 Sam.

        2 Kings / 2 Kgs.

        1 Chronicles	 / 1 Chron.

        2 Chronicles / 2 Chron.

        Nehemiah / Neh.

        Esther / Esther

        Psalms / Ps.

        Proverbs / Prov.

        Isaiah / Is.

        Jeremiah / Jer.

        Ezekiel / Ezek.

        Daniel / Dan.

        Amos / Amos

        Zechariah / Zech.

        Haggai / Hag.

      

        

      
        NEW TESTAMENT

        Matthew / Mt.

        Mark / Mk.

        Luke / Lk.

        John / Jn.

        Acts / Acts

        Romans / Rom.

        1 Corintians / 1 Cor.

        2 Corinthians / 2 Cor.

        Ephesians / Eph.

        Philippians / Phil.

        Colossians / Col.

        1 Thessalonians / 1 Thess.

        1 Timothy / 1 Tim.

        2 Timothy / 2 Tim.

        Titus / Titus

        Hebrews / Heb.

        James / Jas.

        1 Peter / 1 Pet.

        2 Peter / 2 Pet.

        Jude / Jude

        Revelation / Rev.

      

      

      A COMMENT ON THE USE OF THE WORD “SPIRIT”

      Spirit (ruach) in Old Testament Hebrew is feminine in gender. In the New Testament Greek, Spirit (pneuma) is neuter in case and gender. The masculine pronoun in the Greek language, which modifies Spirit, renders it masculine in case and gender. The Holy Spirit, therefore, can be considered both feminine (from the Old Testament) and masculine (from the New). We will, however and in keeping with New Testament translations, refer to the Spirit in the masculine as “He” or “Him.”

      Instead of always referring to the Spirit as the “Holy Spirit,” I may refer to Him as “the Spirit” or even “Spirit.” It is to be concluded, however, that when talking about the Spirit, I am always referring to the Holy Spirit.

      From time to time, I may also refer to beings in the spirit realm, which are angelic spirit-beings. In such cases I will use a lower case “s” to refer to those lesser beings and an upper case “S” to denote the Holy Spirit. A reference such as “S/spirit” would denote both the Holy Spirit and angelic spirits.

      At the end of various chapters, I will offer some reflective questions to help you, the reader, look at the ramifications of the content presented and offer ways for you to consider how you might integrate the content of the book with your experience.
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      Charles Williams’ classic study of the Holy Spirit, Descent of the Dove, begins with these two daunting sentences: “The beginning of Christendom is, strictly, at a point out of time. A metaphysical trigonometry finds it among the spiritual Secrets, at the meeting of two heavenward lines, one drawn from Bethany along the Ascent of Messias, the other from Jerusalem against the Descent of the Paraclete.”

      If you have half a clue what that means, you’re smarter than I am. There haven’t been many good books on the Holy Spirit, and precious few memorable ones on the gifts of the Spirit, which is why I’m thrilled to introduce you to Come Holy Spirit by Stephen Bull. Unlike Williams’ revered (but nearly unreadable) text, Come Holy Spirit is a breath of fresh ruach. It is eminently reader-friendly, yet at the same time it is a serious and profound book. 

      I was tempted to suggest a title such as The Holy Spirit: A User’s Guide, as this book is such a hands-on, practical guide to life in the Spirit. But I think most people acquainted with the Spirit would agree that such a title gets it exactly backwards—it is we who are of use to the Holy Spirit to work God’s will in the world, not the other way around. 

      And that’s where this book excels. Through fascinating first-person accounts drawn from Stephen’s (and others’) own experiences, through insightful exploration of biblical texts, this book is a primer for a life lived awash in the Spirit of God. Stephen walks us through the various gifts of the Holy Spirit—ways they can show up in daily life, how they work, and what to pay attention to. Along the way, he makes reference to the many places in scripture these gifts are demonstrated, and asks a number of important questions for personal discernment. Finally, Stephen discusses how all of these gifts interweave and “work together for the good of those who love God” (Rom 8:28).

      The Holy Spirit doesn’t get talked about nearly as much as the Father and the Son. But after reading this book, you will have no doubt about the heavy lifting the Spirit does in the world and in our lives. In fact, I suspect you’ll be astounded at the diverse and vital ministries of the Spirit, and just how impoverished our lives would be without them. Profound thanks to Stephen Bull for writing this important book. Profound blessings are promised to those who read it. 

      
        
        Rev. John R. Mabry, PhD

        Lent 2023

        Hannacroix, NY
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        “You shall receive power when the

        Holy Spirit has come upon you.” —Acts 1:8

      

        

      
        “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

        He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said,

        out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.

        But this He spoke concerning the Spirit,

        whom those believing in Him would receive…”

        —Jn 7:37-39

      

        

      
        “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,

        the works that I do he will do also;

        and greater works than these he will do,

        because I go to the Father.” —Jn. 14:12

      

      

      
        
        Spirit. Power. Empowerment. Works. Awareness. Listening. Intuition. Sensing. Attunement. Perception.

      

      

      Do any of these words mean anything to you? They should, because they all have to do with the topics of life in the Spirit and spiritual gifts. This book has as much to do with experiencing the life of the Spirit as it does with helping you identify and practice your spiritual gifts. Spirit-living and spiritual gifts go hand-in-hand. You can’t have one without the other.

      When I first came to believe in Jesus at twenty-two years of age, I attended a beach town Presbyterian church. It was a wonderful church filled with loving, supportive people and great teaching, thanks to Drs. Cowie and Shedd. I learned as a young Believer who Jesus was, why He came, and how to live the Christian life.

      Two years later I dropped out of my second year of law school and began attending Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California. Again, I sat under great teachers of Jesus and the Christian life, such as Drs. Martin, Ladd, Fuller, and Smedes. Then, having graduated with a Masters of Divinity, I found my way to an evangelical church in another beach town. (A surfer committed to Jesus!) More good teaching came to me and I was a happy camper—or should I say surfer? And yet as years began to pass, I sensed that something was missing.

      At first it was not apparent to me what was missing, largely because I was busy, busy, busy.  I volunteer-taught a Sunday school class that came to be known as the Young Marrieds. We grew in size to about fifty members and met weekly in small groups. I did some lay counseling on the side. Eventually I was invited to become part of our church’s Elder board. And I managed to do the church work on a lay basis while holding down a full-time job in sales and marketing for a local small business.

      So, what was eluding me? Bit by bit, I slowly came to the realization that we, in our local church, talked about things like giving to the poor and the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church, but we didn’t put those ideas into action. We could quote verses from the Bible that pertained to those subjects (and others). We even did word studies to further develop a precise theological understanding of what key biblical words and phrases meant. I think I even taught several Sunday school classes on the divinity of the Holy Spirit from my notes in seminary. But never once did I say while teaching, “Let’s invite the Holy Spirit here and see what He wants to do with us today. Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to come and minister to us in power for our healing and growth.” I had never been taught that was a possibility, not even in seminary, nor was it modeled in my local church.

      Now, I’m going to continue my story in a minute. But I have to take care of some quick business. Bear with me and I’ll keep it brief.

      
        	First, in Part One of this book, I am going to present a series of personal reports, stories  from my own and my friends’ lives, each describing that person’s experience with spiritual gifts and life in the Spirit. I hope this will inspire you, the reader, to realize that spiritual gifts are available for you to use—they are not just intellectual, theological concepts. Part One, however, can’t be confined only to my own and others’ spiritual journeys and experiences because there is additional information you need about how the gifts operate. Therefore, from time to time I will include some easy-to-understand topics that are provocative and that I hope will shape the way you conceptualize life in the Spirit and your spiritual gifts.

      

      
        	Second, there is a great deal of material to present about each spiritual gift. For most people, theological explanations are nothing more than a big yawn! So, what I’ve done in Part Two is to present a theology of each gift based on the stories found in Part One. What this means is that at the start of each chapter in Part One, I will reference each gift after the chapter title. The gift will be linked to a page number in Part Two where that particular gift can be found. I set things up this way so that those people who want to quickly dive deeper can skip to a gift in Part Two, while those moved more by stories can hang out in Part One. After writing both Parts, I have to admit that there’s as much learning to be done in Part One as Part Two.

        	Third, one of my fears was that this book would list all the gifts followed by a big “So what?” Part Three was written with a goal of seeking to integrate the gifts and show how they cluster, relate to each other, and support one another for ministry done inside and outside the church.

        	Fourth, I thought it might be helpful to include some texts on the Holy Spirit as I encountered Him in my studies of the Old and New Testaments. You can find information related to the Holy Spirit in Appendix A. Granted, my presentation is a summary, but it is good background information and hopefully useful.

        	Fifth, to keep the reading clean, I positioned references and materials either in footnotes or in the Notes section at the end of the book. Please avail yourself of those references. The footnotes are numerical and the Notes are in Roman numerals. There is a great deal of content in both the footnotes and the Notes.

      

      Onward.

      During my tenure as the leader and teacher of the Young Marrieds class, three significant events took place that drastically challenged and changed my Christian “worldview,” my Christian perspective—or how I conceptualized my “spiritual reality.”

      TURNING ON MY SPIRITUAL SENSES

      At that time, I was working for a company that was trying to procure government military contracts. Working in sales, I was part of a team that traveled to visit a defense contractor that was building the Phalanx, a shipboard anti-missile defense system.

      The Phalanx is an amazing weapon that is the last defense that can destroy a missile before it hits and destroys a US naval ship. The defense contractor explained that the system operates with two radars: one to track the incoming missile and the other to track the outgoing rounds of ammunition. The computer brings the two radar pictures together within seconds, and Bam! no more incoming missile.

      I was totally impressed with the Phalanx and how it operated. It wasn’t until I returned home from our field trip that the idea of two radars tracking targets dawned on me. The Spirit showed me that the Phalanx is a picture of the Christian life. What I realized is that one of my “radars” was focused on what my physical senses were picking up. The other radar was supposed to track what the Spirit was doing—but mine was turned off. I quickly saw that there was no way I could practice my spiritual gifts if my spiritual radar was turned off, which was what was happening most of the time.

      The “two-radars” analogy has never left me. To this day I ask myself, “Is your spiritual radar turned on? And if not, you’d better turn it on or else you’ll miss what the Father, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit is doing.” Let me quickly ask you: “Is your spiritual radar turned on? Or are you operating solely on the basis of your physical senses?” The only way you can use your spiritual gifts or walk in the power of the Holy Spirit is if your spiritual radar is turned on.

      WORD AND WORKS

      This is a big topic and one you will find presented in greater detail in Part Two, page 174. But for now, let me take you back to a training I attended in 1985, just before I left my second beach town church to start an inner-city ministry in San Francisco. The weekend conference was on Satan and demonic strongholds, held at a Vineyard Christian Fellowship (VCF). Turns out, the pastor of this VCF, Randy, was a former seminary colleague of mine whom I hadn’t seen in several years. We greeted each other happily and then he did something that changed my life. He asked me to accompany him as he went around the room praying for people and laying hands on them. I was in shock.

      I explained that I had never laid hands on anyone, let alone seen the miraculous. It was as if he was Jesus and I was to be his disciple, following him and learning from his example. With a big smile on his face he said, “That’s okay, this will be fun! We all start somewhere.” And that’s what happened. We laid hands on people and prayed for them. I watched and he ministered; I tried to follow his lead. We talked and cried with the people with whom we prayed. I had never, ever experienced or felt such power. What I was to realize later was that we were acting out a common theme in the New Testament—word and works.

      Jesus said: “Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things[works] than these because I am going to the Father” (Jn. 14:12). “Word” is the word of God and “works” are supernatural signs and wonders, healings or deliverances that accompany the preaching of the Word. If spiritual gifts are largely inactive in our churches, I submit that it may be due to our lack of understanding that the preaching of the Word in the New Testament was generally coupled with a Work of power.

      The connection of word and work was a theme that was modeled in the ministry of Jesus, ran through the training and ministry of the Apostles, the Seventy-two, with Paul and the itinerant Pauline apostles, and continued through the spiritual gifts of the early Church into our present day. Some of the spiritual gifts (the power gifts) are the “work/power” part that is to accompany the preaching and teaching of the gospel. (See page 73, note 3 for a definition of power gifts.)

      No one had previously explained to me the coupling of word and work, either in seminary or by the pastoral staff of my local church. No one had expected me to demonstrate power as the “work” of ministry along with my preaching/teaching of the word. For a church that prided itself on inerrancy and teaching the whole counsel of God, I found it interesting how we could have missed this essential part of the Gospel: asking the Spirit, after a sermon or a Sunday school class, to come in power.

      MY PRAYER LANGUAGE

      One of the ways my second beach town church sought to edify its members was to offer us trainings on special themes. For several months of one year, the church devoted itself to the topic of intercessory prayer. I was very moved by the power of this activity. Each day after work for about three weeks I came home from work, secluded myself in our guest bedroom, got on my knees, and prayed for about 40 minutes.

      I couldn’t have imagined what took place about two weeks into my prayer times. A strange language came to me and I didn’t know what to think of it. I had read in the Bible about speaking in tongues, but it was not looked on favorably by our local church. In fact, if anyone mentioned speaking in tongues or having a prayer language, someone typically would make fun of it, including me.

      I was shocked and fearful. Who could I ask in my church about this strange language that came to me? No one. Who could explain its purpose? No one. Who could I trust to share it with who wouldn’t betray my experience to others? No one. Who did I know who spoke in tongues with whom to confer? No one.

      I now know that what I experienced was the Holy Spirit giving me a prayer language. I now use it to worship in my private prayer time. When I pray for someone’s healing, it can come gently, or powerfully, and even as a song. You can read about the Gift of Tongues in Part Two, page 181 and about the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues in Part Two, page 188.

      When I think about these three events (turning on my spiritual senses, word and works, and speaking in tongues) that came at pivotal times in my Christian walk and growth, I come away realizing that God or the Spirit was trying to expand my awareness, change and deepen my perception, teach me to sense, listen and become attuned, and not be afraid of His working in power in my life and through me. Spirit wanted to get my attention so He could empower me. And the only one holding me back was me and fear. Reread the words I used to start this Introduction, for they are part and parcel of an ever-evolving experience of life in the Spirit and the practice of spiritual gifts.

      Before I wrap up this introduction, there are two more points I’d like to make. They are important for understanding some features of spiritual gifts.

      ONE GIFT OR MANY GIFTS?

      The question is often raised: Do we receive only one impartation of a spiritual gift or are there more than one for each person?  The New Testament seems to indicate that each member of the Christian Church is given at least one spiritual gift (1 Pet. 4:10; 1 Cor. 12:7).  My belief is that the impartation of at least one gift occurs at our coming to faith in Christ.

      The giving of spiritual gifts is one of the ways Jesus fills us with Himself.1 Paul wrote, “I always thank God for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in Him you have been enriched in every way...Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed” (1 Cor. 1:4, 7). If we do not lack any spiritual gift, the inference is that we received our portion of gifting at some point along the way and most probably at our conversion. Therefore, it is my contention that we receive a primary endowment of at least one spiritual gift when we ask Jesus to be the Lord of our life.

      When looking at the Apostle Paul’s life, however, it seems he functioned not only with an apostolic gift but with a number of other gifts as well (healing, discernment, prophecy, faith, miracles, exhortation, teaching, pastoring, leadership, etc.). We observe the operation of multiple gifts in the lives of other apostles, people like Barnabas, Timothy, etc. How do we account for this?

      I believe it was John Wimber,2 the founder of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship, who described one’s primary spiritual gift as “grace” (which is actually translated from the word “gift”) accompanied by what he called “grace-lets.” Grace-lets are additional gifts that come as add-ons to our primary one. Grace-lets come based on need, a desire to minister more effectively and powerfully, or are bestowed by the laying on of hands.3

      My experience and the experience of my friends who minister through the Spirit in power have shown that a Believer often has multiple gifts at their disposal. Typically, the primary one is the strongest while additional gifts in the form of grace-lets function supportively. As I said above, we see this clearly working in Paul’s ministry. In the rest of this book, I will continue to refer to the exhibition of secondary gifts as grace-lets because the term is not only descriptive but accurate.4

      SPIRITUAL GIFTS:  ARE THEY NATURAL OR SUPERNATURAL?

      Some people attribute human qualities, skills, and abilities to spiritual giftedness.  The Bible, however, indicates that spiritual gifts are “super”-natural.  This interpretation is apparent from their source, purpose, and power.

      It is easy to think that some gifts are less supernatural than others.  For instance, healing might seem more supernatural than, say, administration, serving, encouraging, giving, etc.  But if every gift is given by the Spirit, then its origin, nature, and purpose are supernatural.

      A person’s character, skills, and experience, however, can become sanctified and used by the Holy Spirit when they commit to following Jesus.  While Paul R. Ford explains that spiritual gifts are not “natural talents, counterfeit gifts, our choice, Christian roles, or fruits of the Spirit,” 5  there is some biblical precedent for believing that God can take our natural human talents and add to them by means of the Holy Spirit, making them a “super”-natural spiritual gift.

      For example, when the Ark of the Covenant and Tent of Meeting needed to be built, God enlisted the help of super-skilled craftspeople. Nothing like the Ark and Tent—a mobile temple—had ever been built before! God selected artisans with established reputations for craftsmanship and filled them with His Spirit in wisdom, understanding, and all manner of workmanship (Ex. 31.1-3; 36:1-2). In other words, He added to what they had already developed through their own experiences in their respective fields!

      The point is this. Perhaps God takes what we already have and adds the Spirit to give us “extra-flavor” or “extra-strength”—like on all the packaging these days! But I also believe that Jesus can apportion to us unique and separate capabilities distinct from our natural ones.  In either case, we need to discover the particular spiritual gifting God has given us. And then we need to see what other grace-lets come to our aid as well.

      A LIFE OF DISCOVERY WITH THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS

      I was conversing with my friend Don about this book. As we were discussing how difficult it is for some people to let go and swim out into the pond (so to speak) of Spirit and spiritual experiences, Don said something I found to be worth noting here. He said, “Life in the Spirit is about discovery. Once you start in on it, it’s just one discovery after another. You are never done discovering things about the Spirit and about your spiritual life.”

      I found Don’s statement to be very wise—a perfect summary. Life in the Spirit and life with spiritual gifts is an exploration. You just have to slowly wade into it, get your feet wet, and walk out a little farther into the Spirit-pond.

      Jesus is reported to have said in Logion 2 of The Gospel of Thomas, “Whoever searches must continue to search until they find. When they find, they will be disturbed; and being disturbed, they will marvel and will reign over All.” Jean-Yves Leloup, in his commentary on Logion 2, writes: “The experience of Being is a radical questioning of our view of reality, a view conditioned by the conceptual means with which we think we understand reality. This discovery that our habitual ways of conceiving the world are no more than that—habits—cannot occur without [being disturbed]. The more we accept [being disturbed] as a necessary stage in the evolution of our consciousness, however, the more we are led, little by little, toward wonder and marveling.” 6

      I would like this book to cause you, the reader, to become “disturbed” as you compare your “habits” of conceiving the Spirit and spiritual gifts with the power and movement of the Spirit and what He can do to bring you deeper into spirit life. Searching means disturbing our minds enough to find new ways of seeing things, a process that leads to wonder and marveling. The result, if we press on, is a more fully turned-on life full of wonder and marveling. This never stops once we are on the spirit road.

      Join me and my friends as you witness how the Spirit continued to expand the repertoire of our experiences. My hope is that this book will expand your awareness so that you are attuned more and more to the movement and power of the Holy Spirit, which will enable you to put your spiritual gifts to use for the sake of the kingdom of God. Enjoy!

    

    
      
        
        

        
          
1 Eph. 1:22-23; 3:17-19; 4:10, 13.

          

          
2 Wimber, John: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wimber.

          

          
3 Spiritual gifts given based on need. Jesus said: “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say” (Lk. 12:11-12).

          In Acts 4, Peter and John were arrested and brought before rulers, elders, scribes, and the High Priest and his family (vs. 5-6). They were asked to give an account of their preaching and the healing they worked. Here’s the point: “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” (v. 8). Peter was given grace to offer a powerful apologetic and the man that Peter and John had just healed was standing with them as a testimony to their words (vs. 13-14).

          I’m sure after Peter and John were arrested and spent the night in jail (v. 3), they were in need of the Holy Spirit to show up and give them a word, which happened. Was preaching or evangelism one of Peter’s “gifts”? We can’t be sure of that. But one thing we can be certain of, the Holy Spirit showed up and provided grace by filling Peter with boldness and a powerful testimony about Jesus. The Spirit gives us gifts when we have need of them.

          Spiritual gifts given based on desire. In 1 Cor. 12:31, Paul instructed us to “desire the “greater” gifts, especially prophecy (1 Cor. 14:1). But he also promised to show us a most excellent way. His most excellent way was love and the use of “greater” gifts, such as prophecy, and resulted in love of the Body for purposes of edification, exhortation and comfort to men (14:3)—the building up and maturing of the Body of Christ. In other words, desiring spiritual gifts is not a problem as long as our purpose is to use the gift is to edify others. Therefore, instead of any person desiring to acquire a more “spectacular” gift, Believers should “desire” the type of gifts with the greatest impact and ability to edify their congregation for its growth and development.

          The laying on of hands. Paul encouraged Timothy, “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you” (1 Tim. 4:14). Spiritual gifts can be given by the laying on of hands.

          There are two things to note in this passage. First, the gift Timothy received was “special,” enabling him to minister more effectively in Ephesus.  This gift was in addition to the gift(s) he had received at his conversion. Second, the impartation of a special gift to Timothy came through the laying on of the elders’ hands (1 Tim. 4:14) and, in my opinion, Paul’s (2 Tim. 1:6).

          Also, the gift was given by the Elders at Ephesus along with a prophetic word.  The content of the prophetic word had to do with the purpose and use of the gift by Timothy for ministry.

          A church or denomination will often lay hands on men or women when they are being deployed and empowered for ministry. This can be done not only for individuals but for a team. As hands are laid on each person, prophets receive words about the kind of grace/gift that is being installed. This ceremony can be incredibly powerful and transformative not only for the recipients but the congregation, as specific gifts are called out for each person and the perfect resonance of that grace for its recipient is sensed by all.

          Chapter 26

          

          
4 My friend, Don, describes grace-lets as “layering.” As he ministers to someone, Don says he gets a kick out of seeing which grace-lets emerge one after another in layers. For example, he may begin receiving a grace-let of discernment, then have a word of knowledge, next a word of wisdom (his primary gift), and then faith followed by a miracle (healing). He says it’s fun to see how the grace-lets come in succession. He intentionally slows down his ministering to someone so he can enjoy the process. That’s interesting and good information. Grace-lets describe, in my opinion, what Paul meant when he told Timothy, “Do the work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5). We can assume that evangelism wasn’t Timothy’s primary gift. But Paul encouraged Timothy to use the grace-let of evangelism as part of his ministry.

          

          
5 Paul R. Ford explains what spiritual gifts are not: natural talents, counterfeit gifts, our choice, Christian roles, or fruits of the Spirit. Ford, Paul R. Unleash Your Church: Mobilizing Spiritual Gifts Series. Charles E. Fuller Institute, 1993; p. 138.

          

          
6 Leloup, Jean-Yves. The Gospel of Thomas: The Gnostic Wisdom of Jesus; Inner Traditions, 1986; p. 64.
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            INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUAL GIFTS
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        “Each one should use whatever gift (charisma)

        he has received to serve others,

        faithfully administering God’s grace

        in its various forms.”

        —1 Pet. 4:10
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            THE NEED TO PURSUE THE ACTIVE USE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
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        “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit

        is given for the common good.” —1 Cor. 12:7

      

        

      
        “For I say, through the grace given to me,

        to everyone who is among you, not to think

        of himself more highly than he ought to think,

        but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one

        a measure of faith. For as we have many members

        in one body, but all the members do not have the

        same function, so we, being many, are one body in

        Christ, and individually members of one another.

        Having then gifts differing according to the grace

        that is given to us, let us use them…”

        —Rom. 12:3-6

      

      

      

      The time between my seminary education and the Sunday School class I started with the Young Marrieds, I worked as a mountaineering guide for a faith-based ministry called Summit Bound. Summit Bound was based on the philosophy of Outward Bound, that is, to place people in a number of outdoor situations stressful enough to require campers to put their individuality aside and work together as a team toward a common goal.

      Summit Bound provided a variety of outdoor experiences such as rafting in the Spring, backpacking, rock climbing, rappelling, and mountaineering in the Summer, and cross-country skiing and camping in the winter. Our program ran from April to about November. Our locus of activity was either the High Sierras or the San Gabriel Mountains in California.

      I worked as a guide throughout my four years at Summit Bound, and directed the program in my last year. We mostly took out church groups, with ages that ranged from young teens to adults. The goal was to immerse people in various semi-stressful experiences, which then created an opportunity around the campfire at night for people to reflect on their responses using biblical principles and teaching. It was a very effective way to motivate change when our campers came face-to-face with what emerged about themselves as they acted under pressure. Away from family, jobs, school, and other commitments and distractions, our campers got an honest view of themselves and an invitation to change what was needed.

      I can tell you story after story of funny and not-so-funny Summit Bound excursions. But one that had the most impact on  me, and which pertains to our topic of spiritual gifts, involved a group of high school kids that were part of a Christian youth group from a well-to-do community in California.

      The group was large enough to require two Summit Bound guides and two vans. Greg was the guide and driver of one and I was the other. When we picked up this large group and separated them into two groups, I quickly realized why their youth minister decided to ride in the other van. In my group he had placed the kids that were rowdy, loud, and not too interested in talking respectfully to me or my assistant. They were demanding, crude at times, and a bit on the aggressive side. They were clearly not happy to be going on this camping trip and voiced their displeasure repeatedly.

      We arrived at the trailhead and I disbursed to each person a backpack, sleeping bag, and sleeping pad. I also passed out some food to carry, which immediately brought on a flurry of complaints about why they had to carry anything other than their personal items, and that they didn’t want to be there.

      We filed up the trail and quickly got too spread out. The sporty guys and gals were way ahead and the non-athletic girls and boys were straggling behind. When I assembled the group at a resting place, I asked everyone how they thought they were doing together. The faster people accused the slower ones of purposely being too slow “to keep us from getting to our first camp.” The slower people told the faster ones “you’re walking too fast!” I was amazed how intense this exchange was given the fact they were in the same youth group. Where was the comradery I had seen displayed in other groups? There was none. Then I made a suggestion that flipped out several of the faster ones. I presented the possibility that the stronger boys and girls might want to carry some of the slower people’s “stuff” to enable them to walk faster. This nearly created a mutiny!!

      Now the complaints came fast and furious—all aimed at me. They didn’t want to be there in the first place. Their parents and youth director made them go. They should be home having fun, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, blah, blah, blah.

      Then I asked two simple questions. “Doesn’t the Bible teach that we are to carry our brother’s and sister’s burdens? Didn’t Jesus say He did this for us?” For a minute, all clamor stopped. But I could see their mental wheels turning: “What does Jesus have to do with camping?” I asked again. “Aren’t we as Christians supposed to serve each other by carrying each other’s burdens?” After some mumbling and grumbling, the stronger kids picked up some of the slower folks’ “stuff” and we proceeded on to camp.

      We finally arrived at camp and I cooked the meal. After everyone ate, they got their bags out and started to fall asleep. Previously, I had broken down the group into chefs and clean-up crews. No problem, until the next morning when I was notified that the clean-up crew from the previous night had failed to do their duty. Hmmm, we had a problem. I assembled everyone and gently explained how we had to work together as a team. I was immediately met with complaints (again!!) about how unfair this was, that they didn’t want to come, and that they were paying me to do all the cooking and cleaning.

      For me it was an easy solution. “You want to eat? Clean the dishes. Everyone does their part. You don’t want to eat? No problem. I am used to fasting two and three days. I can go without.” Finally, in a huff, the clean-up crew conceded and washed the dishes. The crew cooked breakfast, we ate, the other clean-up crew did their thing with no hesitation, and we were off for more fun-filled days!

      There were several other misadventures with this group, but the final straw occurred on the second-to-last day. Usually our Summit Bound practice was to put people out individually on an overnight solo. But on this camp, I changed the protocol and put the whole group out on a solo using a compass track that would require them to bivouac on a peak with no water. I told them to study the map and make sure they had everything (like water) before they arrived at their destination. (I had shown them how to read a map and work a compass.)

      Imagine my surprise when my assistant and I arrived at the peak that evening and found not a soul in sight! And as a result, my assistant and I had to search into the late hours of the night until we finally located them. Needless to say, I was not a happy camper.

      The group and I had quite a talk the next morning. They didn’t realize how angry I was until I informed them of my intention to take back from them all of the Summit Bound gear, hike out, and leave them to their own devices. Suddenly it dawned on them. All they thought about was themselves. Everything in their life had been given to them. All they had to do was hold out their hands and their rich parents provided everything for them. They thought nothing of how their actions impacted others or how they might help others rather than just take.

      The upshot is that the group became sorrowful enough to apologize to me and my assistant. What followed was an earnest discussion about how we are to use our gifts and talents in service to God and others. The group began to realize that using their gifts and personal resources to serve others was not optional (Mt. 13.12). Before, group members thought they were entitled to receive what their parents and others gave to them. But through the camp experience, they opened their minds to their responsibility and the wise and generous use of what they had been given.

      I’d like to end the story there, but there’s more. As we packed up to leave for the hike out to the trailhead, some of the kids were playing frisbee, including my assistant. She managed to step into a badger hole and badly twist her ankle. The ankle was so swollen that I decided we needed to carry her out on a rope stretcher. This required teams of people to carry her on the stretcher, while others carried the stretcher-peoples’ packs plus their own. And they did this in succession, people switching places with each other, working their way down a narrow wilderness trail until we had managed to carry her four miles to the trailhead. It was an arduous endeavor. But when we got to the end, the group was incredibly unified and proud. And the minute the youth pastor saw these kids and how they had changed, he knew the Spirit had been working. He also realized his mistake in giving up on them.

      Have you figured out the purpose of the story? We each have gifts to offer each other. As members of Jesus’ Church, we are a family, a community. It doesn’t matter what denomination we belong to or what our doctrine is. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ if we believe in Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior. And therefore, we have an obligation not only to identify what spiritual gift(s) we may have but to serve others with them for the building up of the Body of Christ.

      WHY SPIRITUAL GIFTS WERE GIVEN TO THE CHURCH

      These kids on the camp finally figured out why they were given things—to serve others with them. But how about us, Jesus’ Body? Have we determined why the Spirit was given to us and why He gave each of us specific gifts? Do we know what to do with them?

      The Book of Acts reveals a radical concept: the Spirit was poured out on all flesh. But even more radical is the fact that the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost specifically to birth the Christian Church. This should be of tremendous importance to us. Spirit-life and spiritual gifts were set into the very DNA of the early church.

      A friend of mine calls the Holy Spirit “Life-Giver” (he even has me calling the Spirit that name now). But it is true: the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Life (Rom. 8:2). So anywhere the Spirit is, there is life. And since the Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus,1 anyone who believes in Jesus and His Spirit should be full of life and abundance. And what better way to manifest the life and abundance of Jesus than not only with the fruits of the Spirit but through their spiritual gifts?

      Read what the Apostle Peter proclaimed as the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy on the day of Pentecost: “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18).

      On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit opened a new era of powerful spiritual gifts. They are now available to Jesus’ church in abundance, with life and power (Heb. 2.3-4)!! Wow!

      If the Spirit was poured out on all flesh, why then did God impart gifts specifically to the Christian church on the day of Pentecost? To answer that, I’m going to jump into a little bit of theology. I’ll keep it brief, but it’s important for you to know. Here’s why spiritual gifts were given to the Church—and to you as part of Jesus’ Church.

      Jesus fills us with Himself through His spiritual gifts. The giving of spiritual gifts is one of the ways Jesus fills us with Himself.2 The gifts He allocates to us are part of His fullness (Eph 4:10).

      Gifts enable us to join Jesus in His mission to conquer the powers of darkness. When Roman triumphators returned home after war, they led in procession those they conquered and disbursed the spoils of war to nobles and friends. Eph. 4:8-10 describes Jesus as a victor. 1 Pet. 3:21-22 (NKJV) and Col. 2:153 depict Christ as a conqueror, triumphing over Satan on the cross.4 Through His victory over the forces of darkness, Jesus gained the right to issue presents/gifts (doma; like the spoils of war) to His followers.  Spiritual gifts signify that the Church has received from Jesus the means to complete His campaign against Satan through its empowerment and ministry.5

      Gifts bring about a mature church. Jesus gave spiritual gifts to His church through the Holy Spirit to promote maturity among members of the Body: “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ…[so that] we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ” (Eph. 4:12-13, 15).

      Gifts promote unity among the Body so we can learn to work together in love. The Apostle Paul made it very clear that one of the reasons spiritual gifts were given to every member of the Body was for the benefit of all. The use of gifts should result in the care of members for each other. Love is the controlling virtue for the use of all gifts (1 Cor. 14:1).

      Gifts balance the Church’s beliefs with action and experience.  Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you” (Mt. 28:19-20). But He also said: “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mk. 16:17-18).

      We see in these two verses the balancing of the word (teaching) and works (casting out demons, speaking in new tongues, taking up serpents, surviving poison, and healing the sick). When spiritual gifts are practiced, the Church begins to experience the power of what they preach. Otherwise, faith becomes only belief, a mental exercise, and remains shallow.

      The world sees another side of Jesus as true power, love, and compassion through the use of our spiritual gifts. Jesus gave gifts to His Body to be used. When we use those gifts to heal people outside the church in Jesus’ name or extract a malevolent spirit in Jesus’ name, people experience Jesus’ love and compassion for them.

      Gifts display the power of God. Many people in the world are very familiar with the spirit realm. It’s my belief that the Christian Church should know the most about the Holy Spirit, spirits, and the spirit realm. And our use of the gifts should demonstrate to the world the power of God and the name of Jesus.

      REFLECTION

      
        	If you have not identified a spiritual gift in your life, does it surprise you to learn that a gift was given to you when you made a commitment to follow Jesus?

        	Or perhaps you signed up for a specific ministry and church members surrounded you, laid hands on you, and grace/gifts flowed to you? Did you feel or sense an uptick in your spiritual abilities afterwards?

        	Did you ever think, when you became a Believer, that you would become involved in a campaign to defeat the power and presence of Satan? Is that reality a little spooky for you? Does it make you feel a little fearful?

        	Has your spiritual gift been given just for you, or has it been given for you to bless others?

        	We will talk about using faith and not doubting when it comes to working out what the Spirit is calling us to say or do. It takes courage for Christians to explore the Holy Spirit, the spirit realm, and spiritual gifts. That’s because we live in a culture that is held captive by rationalism and empiricism, as if that was the only way to perceive reality.

      

      “Forty-nine percent of the New Testament contains references to spiritual (non-rational) experiences. To be bound by rationalism will effectively cut off half of New Testament Christianity. If one is not relating intuitively to God, but only rationally, he will lose his opportunity to flow in the power gifts of the Holy Spirit.” 6

      How about you? Do you become fearful when someone mentions the Spirit or sensing the Spirit? Do you get a little queasy when spiritual gifts are mentioned? Or do you press forward in faith to desire the “greater” gifts?  Are you actively praying for God to use you in a greater capacity in your church or ministry?

      The Holy Spirit may have been given by Jesus to His Church, but we, as Believers, must engage the Spirit, step into participation with Him if there is to be any real power. It’s time for Christians to step into truth about the Holy Spirit and co-create with the Spirit’s life and power without fear of or concern about reprisal.

      We are going to examine how that can happen through the use of spiritual gifts. Empower yourself so you can empower others! That’s one of the main themes of this book.

    

    
      
        
        

        
          
1 Jn. 14:16-17; 15:26; 20:22.

          

          
2 Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19; 4:10, 13.

          

          
3 “…Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand, angels, authorities and powers having been made subject to him” (1 Pet. 3:21-22; NKJV). “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Col. 2:15).

          

          
4 Jesus also is viewed as exercising dominion over Principalities and Powers (Col. 2:15), death (Rom. 5:17, 21; 1 Cor. 15:24-26; 2 Tim. 1:10), sin (Rom. 6:1-7), and the flesh (Rom. 8:13-15).

          

          
5 Mt. 16:18; Mk. 16:17-18; Lk. 10:19.

          

          
6 Virkler, Mark and Patti. Communion with God: Student’s Study Manual. Destiny Image Publishers, 1983; p. 8.

          

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            ANALYZING THE BREAD CRUMB TRAIL OF OUR LIVES
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        (Referencing the Gift of Apostleship, p. 191)

      

        

      
        “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit

        is given for the common good.” —1 Cor. 12:7

      

        

      
        “Each of you should use whatever gift you have

        received to serve others, as faithful stewards of

        God’s grace in its various forms.” —1 Pet. 4:10

      

      

      MY MULTIPLE MINISTRIES SPELLED A-P-O-S-T-L-E-S-H-I-P

      After seven fruitful years of ministry at my second beach town church, I moved to San Francisco to start an inner-city ministry. As the City Director for Church Resource Ministries (CRM), it was my job to recruit full-time staff.

      After living in San Francisco for about eight months, the direction of the ministry changed for me. At first, I worked as a consultant to pastors to help them grow their churches. But the focus shifted to working with Hispanics when I was invited by a Columbian friend to join a food pantry in the Mission district, passing out food to indigent people.

      The folks who showed up for food were from Central America, mostly from El Salvador. The El Salvadoran war was raging full-bore and Salvadorans were fleeing, desperately trying to escape torture and death. What caught my heart was how needy the El Salvadorans were, yet how gentle and kind-hearted they were, even in the midst of great loss, poverty, and pain. I knew in my heart that I needed to help them. I put the consultant role for which I had originally come to the city aside and became the team leader for an outreach to Latinos in the Mission district.

      Bob was the first member who came on staff. He was interested in working with Chinese people. This eventually led Bob to become the team leader to a large number of Chinese people who lived in the Tenderloin district. Eventually Bob married, so our staff number increased by two. Recruiting by marriage, what a concept! This resulted in two outreaches; one was to Chinese immigrants with Bob and his wife as their team leaders, and the other consisted of an outreach to Latinos from El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Mexico with me as the team leader.

      The next staff member who came on board was Barbara, a German woman who had come to study in the U.S. She was very bright and hardworking. She joined the Mission team, oversaw a jobs program, taught English as a Second Language (ESL), and helped Latinos with their immigration problems. After that, I was able to bring on Steve and his wife, who had been ministering with CRM in the Phoenix area. Steve started a sports outreach to neighborhood kids in the Mission district.

      The Tenderloin team was joined by a tall, skinny, happy-go-lucky, totally-in-love-with-the-Lord fellow named Andrew. Andrew kept us in stitches. He was a North Dakotan, funny but emanating an air of kindness. He was well-versed in Scripture, having studied at Christ of the Nations in Texas. He was our fifth staff member.

      Sometime about a year or so into the start of our ministry, I received a call from the director of InterVarsity, a college campus ministry at Stanford University. He informed me that he and his counterpart at UC Berkeley had been prepping students to consider taking up residence in the inner city of San Francisco upon graduation. The goal was to bring the intellectual and spiritual resources of young Christians to bear on the city’s issues. When Greg asked me if he and his Berkeley director could channel their students to our ministry, I said: “Yes, yes, and of course yes!”

      The upshot is that we picked up about fifteen volunteers overnight, some of whom moved into the Mission district and some into the Tenderloin. And the result was that eventually our Mission team recruited one full-time staff member from the Stanford group, and our Tenderloin team saw an increase of three full-time staffers from UC Berkeley.

      Building a team is no easy feat. As the City Director, whether I did this personally or supported Bob, our team lead in the Tenderloin, I had to make certain our new staff members raised support (donations to allow us to minister full-time). Second, I had to make sure new staff had a place to live, and rent was not cheap in San Francisco, as you can well imagine. Third, I had to develop a ministry plan that put everyone to work, which was difficult since the ministry was starting from scratch. Developing ministry plans had to include our volunteers, who helped us to conduct a children’s ministry, pass out clothes, and teach ESL.

      CRM San Francisco joined with CRM Santa Ana (California) to become InnerCHANGE, a ministry dedicated to the inner-city poor. I was involved with this transition. As all of this was occurring, I was brought on board as an elder in the San Francisco Vineyard Christian Fellowship (SFVCF). Eventually we started a Hispanic church under the SFVCF umbrella.

      The purpose of talking about staff acquisition and ministry development in the inner-city is this. Just because one has an apostolic calling doesn’t automatically guarantee easy success. On the contrary, building a team takes an enormous amount of hard work. The spirit-powered gift of apostleship gives one the vision, intention, and wisdom to get it done. But developing projects takes a great deal of human-powered planning, energy, and communication, let alone organization.

      San Francisco remains in my memory as a very worthwhile effort. Our team got a great deal accomplished in a relatively short period of time. My journey, however, took me elsewhere. After overseeing the ministry for five years in San Francisco, I responded to a call from the Lord to minister to cowboys in Eastern Oregon.

      Three Ministry Calls from the Lord. Where does one with an apostolic gift know where to go and how to minister? I can’t say that what I’m about to share applies to everyone, but it might be helpful. That is, I received three distinct calls from the Lord for ministry, as unbelievable as that may sound. The first call came while I was surfing. I was sitting on my surfboard waiting for some waves when the Spirit spoke to me out of the blue and said, “You are going to seminary,” as simple and matter-of-fact as that. The problem was that the next day I was to start back to my second year of law school. “No way,” I shouted and paddled in. But as crazy as it may sound, for the next ten days as I drove to law school, the Spirit’s voice came to me saying, “You are going to seminary.” Finally, in an act of exasperation, I had a chat with my pastor who—Surprise! Surprise!—confirmed that it was God talking to me (check out 1 Sam. 3:3-10). I left law school and entered studies at Fuller Theological Seminary, eventually graduating with a Masters of Divinity.

      The second call came twelve years later on a drive home from San Francisco. I had traveled north from SoCal to visit my ex-pastor who had taken a pastorate in San Francisco. On the way home, the Lord spoke to me again and said, “I want you to minister in San Francisco.” When I heard this message, I responded more quickly. I prayed about it, got the wheels in motion, joined the CRM staff, moved and got the CRM/InnerCHANGE ministry rolling.

      The third call came when I was driving home from Elko, Nevada. A couple was ministering to cowboys in the Tuscarora area outside of Elko, Nevada. CRM had asked me to provide support to them. Every nine months to a year or so, I’d load my stuff in my van and travel east to visit Tom and Lorraine. I had no intention of ministering to cowboys when I received that call in my fifth year in San Francisco.

      And where to minister to cowboys? I thought I’d be going to Nevada to join Tom and Lorraine. But a prayer team for Tom and Lorraine received a word of knowledge about a town called Burns in Eastern Oregon. Tom passed the word to me. I and my friend, Don—the same Don whom I frequently mention in this  book—drove to Burns. There we met a Christian saddle maker who informed me that he and others had been praying for two years that a minister would arrive and start a ministry to cowboys. And there I was! Confirmation!

      When this third call came, I knew it was no mistake. Had I ever worked as a cowboy before? No. It was a huge learning curve for me, as huge as learning to minister in the inner city, learning to speak Spanish, starting a Young Marrieds class and small groups, or overseeing a faith-based wilderness camping program. But I knew the call and I knew I had to respond.

      Identifying my apostolic gift. It wasn’t until I was ministering in my newly created organization, Cowboys for Christ, that I looked back and started recognizing the bread crumbs. That is, I looked back and began to identify a pattern in my life. For instance, when I was at Summit Bound, I evolved from a staffer to a leadership position. I started the Young Marrieds and the CRM ministry in San Francisco from scratch, building them as I went along. Now I had started all over again, initiating a cowboy ministry where there hadn’t been one before!

      This pattern of starting new things or moving up into a leadership position was even present in the secular job I held during my Young Marrieds ministry. I worked my way from maintenance, to inventory, to purchasing, to sales and marketing. All this “starting new things” made me realize that I had an apostolic gift. That is, I liked to start new ventures. I was an entrepreneur for Jesus! If you see yourself as a starter of new things or ministries, read about that apostolic gift in Part Two, page 191.1

      HOW DO WE IDENTIFY OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS?

      First, my view is that we all receive at least one primary gift at our conversion. Additional grace-lets come to us on the basis of desire, need, or the laying on of hands. There are other ways of determining what gifts we may have besides desire, need, or the laying on of hands.

      Is there a pattern? Like I wrote above, looking back in retrospect at your previous performances and ministries may give you one of the strongest clues as to what your gift(s) are. My primary gift is apostleship. But I’ve also discovered grace-lets of discernment, word of knowledge, prophecy, healing, leadership, tongues and interpretation, teaching, serving, evangelism, and faith.

      Read through the gifts in Part Two. See what jumps out at you. You might link the definition of a gift with some activity you’ve done successfully. See the Gifts Listed in the Epistles, page 169.

      Get some feedback. Often a spouse or close friend with whom you spend a considerable amount of time can share what they see you doing well. They may not know the definitions of the gifts, but they can tell you how you function, what you like to do, and what you’ve been successful at. Then you can pair up their statements with the spiritual gifts definitions and see what fits.

      Prayer. Much of prayer is setting an intention with God. In this case, you are creating a long-term intention not only to identify your spiritual gift(s) but to actively practice them. You can pray and ask God to lead you toward whatever gifts He has given you. As Jesus said: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened” (Mt. 7:7-8).

      Some churches teach about spiritual gifts. Several of my friends told me they had learned about spiritual gifts through their local churches. For some, however, that was in the Seventies when it seemed fashionable for people to identify their gift. See what your church offers in the way of teaching on spiritual gifts. If they do nothing else, they will refer you to books in their library. This book is only the start of your journey!!

      Spiritual gifts tests. You can take a spiritual gifts test such as the Wagner-Modified Houts Questionnaire.2 No test, however, will tell you exactly what your gift/gifts are with one-hundred percent accuracy. Use tests as a guide and combine them with feedback, prayer, and your history. I’ve listed some free online spiritual gifts tests in the footnote.3

      REFLECTION

      Paul Ford defines a spiritual gift as “a supernatural (beyond the natural, above normal, God-empowered) gift or ability given to a person by Christ, to be evidenced in his/her ministry (gifted people find ways to serve), for the building up and maturing of the body of Christ.”4 It’s a work of grace. What gifts we have depend on the type of grace given us (Rom. 12:6; 1 Pet. 4:10).5

      
        	If this is your first go-round identifying your primary spiritual gift, take your time. Don’t be in a hurry. Gifts flow with your lifestyle, not according to any one, particular act. Like I said above and from my own life experiences, it will be a succession of acts over time that is the greatest indicator of your primary gift.

        	You can corroborate your history with a spiritual gifts test. And friends are very helpful to offer a bird’s-eye overview of your life if they have a history with you. It was friends of mine that helped me realize that I functioned apostolically, whether I was starting a ministry, planting two churches; two non-profit, 501-C3 organizations (Christian Cowboys, Inc. and Health Up!), or a private counseling practice. The insights of your friends can be very helpful on this score.

        	Since we are focusing on the apostolic gifts, ask yourself: Am I an entrepreneurial type? Have I initiated ministries before? Have I started new ventures in business? Are my thoughts always going to how I might create new structures, new organizations, new ways of gathering people? If so, this could be a very good sign that you have an apostolic gift.

        	Starters are often high-I’s6 who influence others to join them in an exciting venture. A person in this i-quadrant places emphasis on influencing or persuading others. They tend to be enthusiastic, optimistic, open, trusting, and energetic. People with the DiSC I -style personality tend to place an emphasis on shaping the environment by influencing or persuading others. I-styles are motivated by social recognition, group activities, and relationships. They prioritize taking action, collaboration, and expressing enthusiasm and are often described as warm, trusting, optimistic, magnetic, enthusiastic, and convincing. They tend to be overly optimistic and share their optimism in order to influence others to participate with them. Would you describe yourself as a high-I? If so, that would be consistent with entrepreneurs and those with an apostolic gift.

      

    

    
      
        
        

        
          
1 There is more to the apostolic gift than being an entrepreneur and itineracy. Apostles preach and teach, do the work of an evangelist leading people to Christ, baptize, disciple Believers, start small groups/Bible studies, train up leaders who lead those groups or who are chosen to function as elders, plant churches, and operate in signs and wonders. They also perform miraculous works such as healing, distinguish between spirits, operate from faith to accomplish a large vision, lead worship, speak in tongues, prophesy, and intercede. Apostleship is a very particular gift, not only in its multiple characteristics but in how it is acted out. See the list of properties of an apostle in Part Two, page 191. If you are in a leadership position but do not manifest the apostolic characteristics mentioned above, you very well may have a gift of leadership (Part Two, page 363).

          

          
2 Wagner, C. Peter. Wagner-Modified Houts Questionnaire. Charles E. Fuller Institute, 1989.

          

          
3 Giftstest.com: https://giftstest.com; Spiritualgiftstest.com: https://spiritualgiftstest.com; Church growth spiritual gifts survey: https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/; Ministry tools spiritual gifts test: https://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-test.htm; Free s.h.a.p.e. test: https://www.freeshapetest.com. AssessME.org is a Christian organization designed to help church leaders, and individual Christians clarify how God has designed and called each person to serve Him and one another. Their online platform offers a personality assessment, a leadership style assessment, a gift assessment, plus skills tracking. Consider visiting www.AssessME.org for a more indepth evaluation of your temperament, personality, and giftedness. Assessme.org, however, requires payment for services.

          

          
4 Ford, Paul R. Unleash Your Church: Mobilizing Spiritual Gifts Series; p. 137.

          

          
5 The origin and dispensation of spiritual gifts is the combined activity of the Father, Son and Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-6). The Father testifies to the salvation brought by Jesus by signs and wonders and miracles. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are distributed according to His will (Heb. 2:3-4). The Holy Spirit is the steward of the gifts, the means by which spiritual gifts are given to Believers (1 Cor. 12:11; see also vs. 3, 7, 13). According to Ephesians 4:7, gifts originate from Jesus Christ and are apportioned to each of His followers (Eph. 4:7).

          

          
6 A “high-I” is taken from the DiSC: https://www.discprofile.com/what-is-disc.
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            IF I ONLY DID THEN WHAT I CAN DO NOW
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        (Referencing the Gift of Faith, p. 220)

      

      

      

      In 1988 I traveled to Guatemala to study Spanish. At that time, I was still the Director of CRM/InnerCHANGE in San Francisco. As I mentioned above, part of our ministry was to work with refugees from Central America. A person can only go for so long stumbling around with a few Spanish words before they realize how badly they need to learn the language. If I was going to continue working with Latinos, I had to commit to learning Spanish.  So, I enrolled in a 9-week intensive course in a school located in Antigua, Guatemala.

      There were many Americans attending the school. I met a husband-and-wife team at the school who were from Montana. The husband was a rancher and a Catholic deacon. Their church in Montana had a sister church located in a small, remote village in the mountains above Lake Atitlan, Guatemala. They asked if I would like to accompany them on a weekend and visit the village as they fulfilled their diaconal duties. I agreed.

      The first night we arrived and settled in, there came a knock on the door at about 2am. My diaconal friend was informed that a little two-year-old girl had just died. They wanted him to administer the last rites. I was invited to accompany him.

      Needless to say, it was a heartbreaking sight, with a sobbing mother, father, and neighbors. It reminded me of what Jesus must have experienced when He arrived at Jairus’ house, saw the (supposedly) dead girl, and heard all the loud crying and wailing (Mk. 5. 35-42).

      As I stood there looking at that beautiful little girl who had died of a fever, I started thinking of my own two-year-old daughter, and suddenly I sensed a need. It was more like a gentle stirring, a suggestion, a desire to go over to the little girl, speak quietly to her and say, “Arise. Spirit of this little girl, return to her body. In the name of Jesus, wake up!” What would I have lost doing it? Would the parents have objected? Would my Montana friend have told me not to interfere?

      But I didn’t. I didn’t budge. I didn’t do anything but stand there, heartbroken for the family, and feeling too powerless and fearful to do anything.

      I have thought back to that 2am scene on many occasions. I feel sad every time I think about it. Was the Holy Spirit causing the gentle stirring, the suggestion, the desire? Or was it just me? I think we often ask that question (“Was it just me?”) because we already know the answer (“Yes, it was the Spirit”). I felt guilty for not responding, for not doing anything. How else does the Spirit get our attention than by filling us with a desire, a suggestion, or a stirring? But my doubts and fear interfered; I own this. And the little girl’s spirit slipped away to eternity.
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