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The Strange Light in the Sky

(A supplementary reader with questions and answers)
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One summer day, Kate was playing tag with Sam and Jen when she saw it. A strange ball of green light was floating in the sky above Monkey Hollow.

“You’re it!” yelled Jen.

Kate ran towards the monkey bars, which was the safe zone. Sam was at the monkey bars, and yelled, “Get her, Kate!”

Kate didn’t chase Jen. Instead, she watched the nearby ball of green light drop behind the trees. “What is that?” she asked.

Kate had to know where that green ball of light went. Jen jumped off the monkey bars running towards her. Sam followed. He said to Kate, “Hey! Where are you going?”

Then Jen asked, “Why are you walking towards Monkey Hollow?

Kate turned around. “Didn’t you see it?”

“See what?” they asked.

“That green ball of light in the sky,” replied Kate.

“Green ball of what?” quizzed Jen.

Kate shook her head. She continued on her way towards Monkey Hollow.

“You’re nuts for wanting to go in there! After all, Monkey Hollow got its name from monkeys living in the treetops. No one can see them, but they can see you! They can leap on top of your head and mess up your hair,” exclaimed Sam.

“No, they can’t,” Kate yelled over her shoulder. “Those monkeys lived in the woods a long time ago, Mr.-I-Think-IKnow-It-All!”

“Have you heard of ghost monkeys?” chanted Jen. “My brother heard one screaming when he was playing basketball with your brother, Marvin.”

“When was this?” asked Kate.

“Last week!” answered Jen.

“It had to be something else, maybe a bird or a dog howling,” added Kate.

“Well, you think you saw a green ball of light,” said Sam.

“Whatever!” gritted Kate.

She walked away from them. Kate knew what she saw. She would show them!

Questions:

1. Where was Kate when she noticed the green light?

2. How would you describe Kate? Explain.

3. Why didn’t Kate believe Sam about the monkey living in Monkey Hollow?

4. Why did Jen believe there were ghost monkeys?

5. How would you describe Kate? Explain.

6. What do you think Kate will do next?

Suggested Answers:

1. Where was Kate when she noticed the green light? (She was by the monkey bars.)

2. How would you describe Kate? Explain. (Inquisitive, determined, and curious. She had to know where that green ball of light went.)

3. Why didn’t Kate believe Sam about the monkey living in Monkey Hollow? (Because she said that monkeys lived in the woods a long time ago.)

4. Why did Jen believe there were ghost monkeys? (Because she said her brother heard one screaming when he was playing basketball.)

5. What do you think Kate will do next? (Look for the green light)
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Kate stood in front of an eight-foot, metal fence. ‘It’s a bit high, but I can climb over it,’ she thought.

After Kate climbed over the fence, she turned around to peer through the metal links at Sam and Jen. They stood like robots! Their faces were pale! They were staring at something behind her.

All was quiet. Too quiet! The hairs on the back of Kate’s neck stood up. She heard something breathing! Kate turned around. Black paws reached towards her. She fell down. A wet tongue licked her face.

“Danger,” whispered Kate.

Sam and Jen laughed. “Got you!”

Danger, Kate’s pet dog, was as dark as night and sneaky, too. One never knew when he was around. His favorite game was to creep up and surprise Kate.

Kate yelled at them, “You guys are freaks!”

Actually, Kate was relieved to have Danger with her. She knew he would protect her. Last month, Kate was playing the game, Ball on the Roof, in her backyard, when she almost stepped on a snake. At first, she thought it was a thin stick. Then it moved!

Kate knew she was in deep trouble. Her foot was only a few inches from its mouth. Danger rushed from the side of the house. He snapped his jaws through the snake. Yes, that’s right! Danger cut the snake in half with his bare teeth. Who would think a dog could do that? But Danger was no ordinary dog. Kate didn’t know if he was a purebred or just a plain mutt. She found him in the woods or maybe he found her.

Kate’s parents let her keep Danger, since he wasn’t wearing a tag on his collar. But he had to stay outside. They did not know Kate let Danger in her bedroom at night. They would eat pop tarts together.

Kate shoved Danger off of her. She stood up. She saw the green light in the distance. Kate and Danger headed towards it.

Questions:

1. How do you know Kate is afraid?

2. How did Sam and Jen play a trick on Kate?

3. Why is the chapter called, “Danger?”

4. How did Danger get his name?

5. Why did Kate’s parents let her keep Danger?

6. What was something Kate did that her parents didn’t know about? Why didn’t Kate tell her parents?

Suggested Answers:

1. How do you know Kate is afraid? (The hairs on the back of her neck stood up.)

2. How did Sam and Jen play a trick on Kate? (They pretended to be afraid of something.)

3. Why is the chapter called, “Danger”? (This chapter introduces Kate’s dog.)

4. How did Danger get his name? (Danger snapped a snake in half with his teeth.)

5. Why did Kate’s parents let Kate keep Danger? (Danger was not wearing a tag.)

6. What was something Kate did that her parents did not know about? (She fed Danger pop tarts.)

Why didn’t Kate tell her parents? (She was wasting food or pop tarts should not be fed to dogs.) 
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Kate heard a noise. Something was up in the trees. She could feel its eyes on her. Cautiously, she glanced up. The branches were covered with leaves. Whatever it was stayed hidden.

Danger began to bark. Kate looked down. One step further and she would have fallen into a huge, round hole.

“Oh...my!” cried Kate. She took a few steps back. Never had she seen a hole like this! It looked like a huge screwdriver had dug into the ground. There was a circular walkway around the edge. ‘Could the green light have something to do with this hole?’ she wondered.

Kate stepped on crushed tree roots and vines as she followed the path. Danger trotted ahead of her which was fine. In fact, she wanted it that way. Any trouble, Danger would smell it coming. It came sooner than she would have liked!

Danger began to bark. What was that smell? Kate pulled the neck of her shirt over her nose. Maybe, it came from a family of skunks. Or, possibly ghost monkeys. If so, would they smell like this?

When Kate and Danger reached the bottom, they didn’t see any skunks. The entire ground was muddy. They had no intention of stepping on it. They began to turn around on the narrow ledge. Kate lost her balance. She reached out. She grabbed some roots. The roots broke. Kate fell into the green slime.

Questions:

1. Describe the hole.

2. Do you think the green light has something to do with this hole? Explain.

3. What do you think will happen next?

Suggested Answers:

1. Describe the hole. (It looked like a huge screwdriver had dug the hole.)

2. Do you think the green light has something to do with this hole? Explain. (Yes, because the hole is unusual, just like the green light appearing in the sky.)

3. What do you think will happen next? (Kate will find out what made that strange hole)
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Green slime covered Kate’s face. She had to keep her eyes closed and hold her breath. Kate could feel the gooey substance between her fingers.

Suddenly, she was pulled through a tube by a strong gust of air. The air removed some of the slime from her face and she was able to open her eyes. Kate popped out of an opening with her feet landing on the floor of a spaceship.

Kate couldn’t breathe! She was still holding her breath. Slowly, she sucked in some air through her nostrils. The air was fresh with a scent of roses.

Kate gasped when she saw who was standing in front of her. It was Danger! KATE’S DOG WAS AN ALIEN!

Hopping up and down next to him was a mechanical-looking frog. Kate noticed a small screen on its chest. Danger touched the top of the frog’s head and the screen turned on. He touched the frog’s head again and the letters, J, W, Y, U, C, and M, began to appear in the air followed by the word, DANGER. 

Kate looked at the letters. She looked back at Danger. Then back at the letters. Danger barked at the frog. The letters in the air vanished. 

On the small screen, sound waves appeared and a voice echoed, “Sorry, I thought you knew galactic messaging. J, W, Y, U, C...stands for...Just Wondered Why You Called...Me...”

“Danger,” Kate blurted out. “I called you, Danger, because you protected me from that snake.” Danger tilted his head and grinned. He liked the name she gave him.

“By the way,” added Kate. “F, W, I, W...which means For What It’s Worth...you’re using IM...which is Instant Messaging.”

Danger touched the frog again. The screen reappeared in the air and the letters, G, M, T, and A, flashed across it.
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Chapter Two: Danger

Vocabulary Box:
ordinary, plain mutt, purebred, sneaky
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Chapter Four: The Alien

Vocabulary Box:
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Chapter Three: The Hole

Vocabulary Box:
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