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After Dinner Conversation is an award-winning independent nonprofit publisher. We believe in fostering meaningful discussions among friends, family, and students to enhance humanity through truth-seeking, reflection, and respectful debate. To achieve this, we publish philosophical and ethical short story fiction accompanied by discussion questions.
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From the Editor
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A FEW YEARS AGO, I was in Mainz, Germany, and went to the Guttenberg Museum. I openly wept. In a generation, the price of a Bible went from five hundred florins to thirty florins; three years’ wages to a few months’ wages.

If you asked someone of the time what was going to change, they surely would have said, “More people will own Bibles,” but nobody would have said, “The Protestant Reformation” or “The creation of the scientific method.”

With the internet and ChatGPT on cell phones, evermore complex information is free, ubiquitous, instantly written up, and conveyed to the world. A child could do it. 

A podcast host asked me what ChatGPT was going to change in the future. Everything you can imagine and many things you can’t; the Protestant Reformation.

Perhaps it’s easier to ask: What are we sure it won’t change? It won’t change the need to be respectful to others and the need to try to be moral. But what else? It turns out a rock-solid “won’t change” list is really hard to make. Give it a try!

I think it won’t change the need to discern bullshit from sound reasoning. To do good meta-analysis. But in a world where any public fact can be faked, and any public figure/authority can be deep faked to convincingly say anything, how do you learn sound reasoning?

This skill, I think, is going to be the last domain for real, in-person educators, and I might add, magazines like ours.
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​hi Profesor Grade Late assignment thanks
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A. G. Sorette

* * *
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CONTENT DISCLOSURE: None

* * *
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BRIAN JOHNSON <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Tue 10/8/2024 11:04 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

hi Profesor Grade Late assignment thanks

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Wed 10/9/2024 1:34 p.m.

To: Brian Johnson <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Brian!

I hope your day is going well. I wanted to reach out because I have some concerns about your work in our ENG 101 College Composition class. I had the opportunity to read the first draft you submitted for the narrative essay assignment, but the style of writing is much different than the discussion posts you’ve been submitting for the class.

Obviously, I understand that the discussion posts are a bit more informal than a major assignment like the narrative essay, so I’m not expecting students to be grammar gurus in that forum (although I would appreciate it if you could hit the 300-word count I’m asking for... most of your posts are about 50 words). But as I was reading your essay, not only was it 5,000 words long, which is 4,000 more words than I asked for, but the paper reads like a doctoral dissertation. Quite frankly, this is better than I write, and I’ve been writing professionally for about 15 years.

I’m sorry to have to ask, but are you using AI to write your papers? I don’t want to discourage students from using AI as a helping tool, but you can’t use ChatGPT to write full-length papers.

Please let me know if you receive this. If you want to speak about this further, please feel free to give me a call or book an appointment with me, and I’ll be more than happy to chat. Thanks!

Best,

Professor Hausman (and by the way, you can just call me Otto!)

* * *
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BRIAN JOHNSON <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Wed 10/9/2024 7:26 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Dear Professor Hausman,

I am sorry to hear that you found my rough draft to be an inadequate entry for the narrative essay assignment. I followed the guidelines that you presented in the syllabus to construct a narrative for this essay assignment. Thus, I am liable to reject your accusation that I used Artificial Intelligence to write my essay.

Furthermore, I believe that my discussion board entries are sufficient with your expectations. As you yourself have said, the word count is not important. What is important is the critical thinking skills that we are developing as students. I fear that adding more words than what I have produced will dilute the points that I am trying to make in my analysis of the reading that you require.

Furthermore, I believe that my rough draft is an appropriate length for the assignment. The assignment requires the students to write about a moment in your life that changed your worldview. I believe that I have provided you with a narrative on my life and how it has affected who I am and how I came to be.

Lastly, if you have any questions, please email me back your response. I am looking forward to your feedback.

Sincerely,

Brian

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Thu 10/10/2024 8:11 a.m.

To: Brian Johnson <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Brian! Thanks for getting back to me.

See, this is kind of what I’m talking about. I’m reading the words from your initial email and comparing them to the response you gave me, and it’s like they are written by two completely different people. Also, there are quite a few words in boldface type, which doesn’t really make sense... that’s definitely not something I taught in class. I’m not accusing you of using AI in your email response last night, but I hope you’ll forgive that I have suspicions.

I did get a chance to read your essay, and I’m a little confused by the content. You wrote about your experiences growing up as a young boy in suburban Kolkata, India, but when we did introductions in class, you mentioned that you were born and raised in a trailer home in Lewiston, ME. I appreciate that not everybody wants to share details they may be uncomfortable with, but I was a little struck that you mentioned one thing in the introductory discussion board, and then wrote a 5,000-word essay about growing up in another country. Again, not trying to make any accusations, but I just wanted to point out an inconsistency.

I’m more than willing to give you another chance to write another story. I’ll even extend the deadline for the first draft a couple of days so you have some time, and then I’ll do my best to grade this ASAP, so that we can get you back on track for class.

Hope this helps. Keep up the good work!

Best,

Otto

* * *
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BRIAN JOHNSON <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Thu 10/10/2024 9:01 a.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

grade nwew paper sent now

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>    

Thu 10/10/2024 12:57 p.m.

To: Brian Johnson <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Bcc: Crystal Waters <cwaters@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Brian,

I did a quick read of the draft you just sent. Correct me if I’m wrong, but it looks like you submitted the same story, except you changed your location of origin to Saigon. Was this a typo? Did you mean to send me another story? Deadline has been pushed back in our class in Blackboard. Thanks!

Best,

Otto

* * *
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BRIAN JOHNSON <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Thu 10/10/2024 9:45 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hello Professor Hausman,

Once again, I am in the unenviable position to disagree with your assessment of my narrative essay. I do not know how many times I must rewrite this piece without earning a grade for my revision work. I believe that I deserve a grade for your request to have me rewrite my narrative, as my edits fit the criteria of the second draft narrative essay assignment.

Please allow me to use the draft I have already sent you as a submission for the second draft assignment.

Sincerely,

Brian

This summary is AI generated. AI can make mistakes, and this summary is not a replacement for writing in your words.

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Fri 10/11/2024 8:02 a.m.

To: Brian Johnson <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Bcc: Crystal Waters <cwaters@collegeofmaine.edu>

Brian,

You didn’t even erase the disclaimer that generates after every writing request in ChatGPT. You literally just proved that you’ve been using AI to respond to my emails and somehow incorporated the course syllabus to make your claims.

I’m sorry, but at this point, I’m going to have to report this incident to Dr. Waters, our dean of education. She will review everything and then inform you of the next steps. This may be in violation of our academic policy.

All the best,

Otto

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Fri 10/11/2024 8:38 a.m.

To: Crystal Waters <cwaters@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Dr. Waters, happy Friday!

This is the student I was telling you about a couple days ago. I’ve been suspicious of Brian’s work and his use of AI for his assignments. To be frank, I’m not sure how much more obvious it is that the student is relying on programs like ChatGPT to communicate for him, both in the classroom and over email.

My concern is specifically centered on the subject matter of the student’s essay. He wrote about growing up in Kolkata (now, he claims, Saigon) and immigrating to the United States. The essay itself reads very vaguely, and a lot of the experiences the student mentioned don’t align with the few interactions I’ve had with him and his family.

He’s in my online class, but I met Brian at the new student orientation back in August. He came with his mother, and it didn’t hit me until this interaction that I had actually spoken to them before I knew Brian was a student in my class. Both of them were white and had really heavy southern accents. This may be my memory failing me, but I do remember the mother mentioning that they had, what she called, a “second trailer” down in Kentucky. She mentioned that they winter down there. I don’t know if she said it was a second trailer home or if it was a vacation trailer or something, but there was no mention of ever being an Indian citizen at one point.

I have to emphasize that this isn’t a discriminatory observation. I’m sure there are plenty of white people who live in Kolkata and Saigon (I haven’t had the pleasure of visiting either city). But just in talking with them and being familiar with Brian’s work in class, I find this all a little strange.

No rush on your response, I just wanted to give you some context. Looking forward to the meeting about the Spring semester schedule next week!

Best,

Otto

* * *
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CRYSTAL WATERS <cwaters@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Fri 10/11/2024 3:07 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

CC: Arnold Boardman <aboardman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Otto,

Thank you for bringing this to my attention. I’ve looped Arnold into this email because this may be more of a dean of students issue than a dean of education issue.

As it stands, we don’t currently have a policy about using AI at our school, much less a disciplinary policy. The use of ChatGPT is hard to prove right now. There are no systems in place to review essays to see if they are AI generated. We’re trying to learn as much as we can about AI, but we won’t have our AI committee established until the end of this semester. Even the subcommittee we have to preestablish the ethical dilemmas of the AI committee’s work has been on hold while Janet is out of the office recovering from her gout.

Also, I acknowledge your concerns with the student, but please do not make assumptions based on skin color. I know you mentioned you’re not trying to imply discrimination, but there are discriminatory remarks that can be misconstrued in your previous email. I encourage you to review the conduct clauses in the faculty contract about discriminating against students.

Arnold, do you have any insight on this?

Crystal

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Fri 10/11/2024 3:20 p.m.

To: Crystal Waters <cwaters@collegeofmaine.edu>

CC: Arnold Boardman <aboardman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Crystal! Thank you for your timely response.

I totally understand, and thank you for pointing me toward the faculty discrimination policy. I will try to review it today before I leave at 4 this afternoon. Again, I can’t stress enough that I’m trying to be as sensitive about this as possible.

Also, I didn’t know that Janet had gout. That’s a shame. If you see her, please let her know I said I hope she’s feeling better.

Best,

Otto

* * *
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ARNOLD BOARDMAN <aboardman@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Fri 10/11/2024 3:59 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Otto,

Can we please discuss this first thing on Monday? I have already booked a meeting in your Outlook calendar.

Sincerely,

Arnold Boardman

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Mon 10/14/2024 2:06 p.m.

To: Arnold Boardman <aboardman@collegeofmaine.edu>

BCC: Rebecca LaPierre <rebecca.lapierre@MEteachersunion.org>

Hi Mr. Boardman,

Thank you again for the meeting this morning, and thank you for the coffee. That coffee maker is slick!

I wanted to apologize if I may have offended you during our meeting. I am very passionate about higher education, and when I said I had over 10 years of experience, I didn’t mean that as a slight against you. I’ve just been through a lot of the processes and procedures both here and at other schools I’ve worked so I was just trying to provide some context with the way I have handled similar situations in the past.

I understand that the local police departments have similar procedures and that your experience in that world shares similarities with conflict resolution in higher ed. I will also say that you’ve picked up on a lot of tricky nuances in the 6 months you’ve been in your dean of students role that some of us take years and a PhD to master!

I guess the point I was trying to make is that we’re in a tricky spot on the faculty side. AI is creeping into higher education, and, while we don’t want to make rash decisions, it does affect the way we educate students if the work isn’t entirely their own. I understand that most of our funding comes from our new student enrollment numbers, but isn’t there a line when it comes to academic integrity?

I agree we need to proceed cautiously here, but I’m confident that the student has shown enough signs that their work is not their own, and that we could move forward with disciplinary action here. As dean of students, you’re well within your rights to remove someone from the college if they are using tools to help them get out of learning. I’m also not sure how my editing an AI-generated piece does anybody any good. The students are getting critique from work that’s not their own, and I’m essentially editing for an automated service. My fear is that nothing will be retained, and the student will be using this just to earn a grade they didn’t deserve.

I say this all with a tremendous amount of respect. I assure you, I wouldn’t bring this up if it wasn’t important.

Respectfully,

Otto

P.S. Again, I apologize for correcting you when you said “suspect” instead of “student.” I laughed because I thought it was a joke at first, if I didn’t make that clear enough in our meeting.

* * *
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ARNOLD BOARDMAN <aboardman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Mon 10/15/2024 6:41 p.m.

To: Otto Hausman <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu>

Greetings, Otto,

Thank you for bringing your faculty concern to my attention. It is because of english professors like you that keep our college operating in compliance with the mission statement developed by the President of College of Maine.

After careful review, I have determined that your concern does not comply with our Artificial Intelligence policy, which has been provided to you below:

“Using AI tools to generate any work is considered plagiarism and will result in disciplinary action, subject to the discretion of the Dean of Education at New York University.”

Furthermore, I request that you issue the student an apology for your accusation and continue to showcase excellence as a faculty member of the college. If any additional clarification is needed, you will be directed to our Human Resources Department for an on-the-record conversation.

Sincerely,

Arnold Boardman

* * *
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OTTO HAUSMAN <ohausman@collegeofmaine.edu> 

Tue 10/16/2024 1:28 a.m.

To: Brian Johnson <bjohnson@collegeofmaine.edu>

Hi Brian! Hope all has been well. Thank you for your patience with my correspondence.

I’ve marked up your draft with some edits for grammatical accuracy and ways to cut the story down to a shorter word length. I realized too late that I forgot to add my comments, so I’m copying them here for your review:


-  In the first paragraph, you said, “This narrative essay will delve into my personal experiences and reflections on navigating between two vastly different worlds: America and Vietnam.” This sounds like a research paper. You don’t need to summarize... just tell us a story!

-  Give me more examples of when you saw “collectivism” in Saigon. Did you see individualism in America? You must have moments where you saw these ideologies growing up.

-  What was being in an ESL class like when you got to America? Did you find that developing relationships was easier when your English got better? Were there any other Vietnamese students in the ESL class?
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