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Prologue
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Cosmologists tell us that in a universe which is infinite (or, at least, unimaginably vast), every conceivable possibility must actually exist, somewhere or other.

So we might conclude that somewhere in the universe there is a planet very, very similar to our Earth.

Such is the planet Ertah. It closely resembles Earth in every way. Its continents are similar in shape to Earth’s and it’s inhabited by a sentient species so similar to homo sapiens that if you passed an Ertahan in the street, you would notice nothing remarkable about her or him.

Even Ertahish history and culture bear an astonishing resemblance to ours.

And like us Earthlings, the Ertahans could go either way. They could have a bright future, or they could throw it all away through fear and stupidity.

And, just like us, they have a major problem with their political system: it’s quite possible for a psychopath to become the leader of one of their nations ...
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Once upon a time, in a country called Ameryka, on a planet called Ertah, there lived a little boy named Donuld J. Troomp.

Presumably his mommy and daddy tried to teach him right from wrong ... but it obviously didn’t work, because Donuld grew up to be a dangerous ruthless man who didn’t care at all about right or wrong.

His parents were very rich, and he inherited a vast amount of money from them. He tried to make some money of his own by various means, but usually he just lost money instead. In fact, six of his business ventures became bankrupt.

But despite all of these miserable failures, Troomp somehow made people believe he was a brilliant businessman. He was always much better at fooling people than actually doing anything useful.



2

––––––––

[image: ]


Eventually, by tirelessly promoting himself as a glamorous hyper-successful “brand”, Troomp became the star of The Start-Up, an entrepreneurial reality-TV show watched by millions of people.

This was a great thrill for him. He loved being famous. He wanted everyone to respect and admire him.

Troomp thought he was highly intelligent. He believed he was a genius. He became angry when people laughed at him because there were so many basic things about life and the world in general that he didn’t know or understand.
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