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There's magic in small towns. In knowing your neighbors' names. In communities that care. In finding home where you least expect it.

Emma Collins didn't believe in that magic. She was a city girl through and through. Los Angeles. Fast-paced. Anonymous. Exactly how she liked it.

Then she inherited a veterinary clinic in Willow Creek, Montana. Middle of nowhere. Population 3,000. The kind of place she'd never choose. The kind of life she'd never want.

But Willow Creek had other plans. And so did Luke Harrison—grumpy rancher, devoted single dad, and the man who would make Emma question everything she thought she knew about home, love, and where she truly belonged.

This is the story of a woman who found her calling in the last place she expected. Of a man who learned to trust again. Of a small town that healed two broken hearts and created something beautiful from the pieces.
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CHAPTER ONE

[image: ]




The Inheritance

Dr. Emma Collins was in the middle of a routine surgery when her phone wouldn't stop buzzing. Third time in ten minutes. She ignored it. The golden retriever on her table needed her attention more than whoever was calling.

The surgery went well. Routine spay. Emma closed up carefully. Checked vitals. Made sure everything was perfect before letting her assistant take over recovery. Then she finally checked her phone.

Eight missed calls. All from the same number. Montana area code. Emma frowned. She didn't know anyone in Montana.

Dr. Collins, this is Attorney Michael Chen regarding Dr. Robert Morrison's will. Please call immediately. Urgent.
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