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Chapter One – The Map
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The attic always smelled like dust and old books, the kind of place no one visited unless they had to. Eli wasn’t supposed to be up there at all, but Grandpa Thomas had asked him to fetch a box of winter coats.

The floorboards creaked under his sneakers as he tugged a box out from behind a stack of yellowed newspapers. That’s when he saw it—an old leather book shoved so far back it looked like it hadn’t been touched in decades.
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