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Chapter 1

HOW TO SPEAK

Like locals
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5 tips to Speak Arabic and mingle with locals.

––––––––
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1. What’s the secret?

I had a wonderful experience, as a student living in Damascus, Syria which I am going to share with you in this article. Most Arabic locals speak dialects only those who has an education standard will speak modern Arabic. You see, the top students at the university are foreign student, they are Asian students. These students actually came from a background that they never learn to write or read Arabic. I got some reports on them. Here is the research work: They would practice Arabic everyday diligently and say out loud the words and phrase, they will speak daily using the Arabic words and expressions.  

So, what’s the catch? I had told earlier in my previous article about recording your own voice over using audio software which is a downloadable software. Well, that is a tool to kick off your Arabic proficiency, but sometimes, it is wrongly used. You are not supposed to read from the book. Firstly, you need to know the phrase in a given topic of your choice and record without referring to the book. The point here is to speak what you know and listen how your voice sounds. Is it awkward, does it sound weird? Hmm, you be your own judge. 

––––––––
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2. Get Arabic resource, the more tools the better 

My next experience is teaching at the embassy. My student is actually a professor who will be learning a new foreign language for the first time and later deployed to an Arabic continent. Before teaching I visualize myself and ask a question: What if I am in his shoes going to work in Dubai or Yemen? May be the pay is real good money. But I was thinking of the phobia meeting new people which I can’t speak or understand the lingo. I have tried teaching using real authentic Arabic book written in Arabic script. If this student starts their first lesson in this type of learning tool, they will definitely collapse and surrender. So, what’s the tip: Get hold of Arabic books with transliteration and English translation. The best resource is having MP3 audios, Power Point slides with quiz and if possible, videos to learn from a native speaker. The key to learn Arabic and getting your foot ready to jump into an immerse Arabic course, is to learn the basic reading skills till you manage to reach an advance reading program. Once you master this reading and writing skills, you are on the right track to succeed to master this language. Read and write every day.

What’s the reason? Lots of Arabic books are written in Arabic script and format in Arabic grammar. 

––––––––
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3. Upgrade your skills with the ability to research words using a dictionary

When I was learning Arabic as a beginner, all the books are written in Arabic script, not to mention phrase or dialogues which is not appropriate to learn fast and use the language. You will notice some books are designed with a grammar approach, and I personally disagree. The reason: such books does not equip students with the ability to use the language. 

With that said, to improve your language is read to magazines and newspapers, find new words in a dictionary, you will notice that it takes time and lots of challenge. Yes, that’s a new skill to learn but the benefit is that you get to know the source of the words. Don’t skip this skill by going to translate.google.com. but indulge yourself with this skill and self-reliance. 

A contemporary dictionary is a great tool because it is designed according to Arabic letters.  Practice research of words that you know, can you find the words? 

––––––––
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4. Enhance your Arabic word power

––––––––
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The reason why some foreign students lack the ability to speak is due to the lack of Arabic vocabularies which is the foundation of speaking Arabic in any situation. The person can speak better, if he has more vocabularies. To get hold of power words is to go to Aljazeera news in Arabic. Copy and paste news to your word document, and read it in Arabic, if you don’t understand the phrase, do some research. Once you understand the new words. Record your own voiceover with your phone or Audacity. Next imagine that you are going to relay the news to someone in Arabic. Practice speaking about the news with understanding of the phrase. No point of conveying the news without knowing the meanings. 
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5. Practice makes perfect, that’s what people say

Make a point to speak Arabic in the office, talk to the guards, and meet up one of your office clerks to go to your office with the daily Arabic newspaper. Read in front of him, the Arabic person needs to correct your pronunciation and reading skills. Say out loud the information in the newspaper, your Arabic friend will try to support you with the articulation of words. Yes, but make sure his education level is good. Don’t get somebody from the streets, and then you will have a big issue. They can’t teach you Arabic.

Use your newly acquired skills by speaking Arabic daily, with your colleagues, get hold of Arabic documents and translate. Rewrite the documents to learn writing and formation of sentence. 
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WHAT IS IN THIS BOOK
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This is volume four of the “ARABIC SHORTCUTS”, the first level and second level were successful. Mainly use by our college students. 

The topics in this series will be more challenging than the previous books. It covers areas to meet people in a meeting room, or colleagues with the same designation of job scope. You will be expected to give opinions about economy, recession and capable to speak Arabic in any situation. The ability to say your viewpoint, at this stage, you really need Arabic power words. Arabic Shortcuts 4 is considered tougher than the previous book. Learners must have previous experience learning CEFR A1 and A2. In this series 4, students are expected to give their opinions regarding various topics. This methodology is to get students to think and speak up their minds on many issues facing our society. If student lacks vocabularies, just do some research, and try to use the translate the words in your dialogues. 

This book is equivalent to CERF B2 which consists of Arabic power words and enhances your Arabic expressions and boosts your professionalism. If you put into practice the dialogues written in this book, I assure that you are able to speak up your mind in meetings or chatting with colleagues and understand some phrase in the newspaper; however, students may enhance vocabularies by reading newspapers and magazines.
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A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR

“I have done all the research and groundwork and invest in lots of effort to write this small book, and not to mention lots of editing to make the book a worthwhile Arabic learning discovery. 

The objective in writing up this book is to add value and enhance your knowledge and open up new frontiers”.  
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From the author: 

Mohd Mursalin Sa’ad
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UNIT 1

The MALL
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Window shopping
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1.1 PHRASE BUILDER




	Hot deals

	
صَفَقَات سَاخِنَة

safaqat sakhina


	۱




	Percent

	
خُصُوْمَات

khuSumaat


	۲




	online purchase

	
شِرَاء عَبْرَ الْإِنْتَرْنَت

shera' eabr enternet


	۳




	request refund

	
طَلَب اِسْتِرْدَاد

talab aistirdad


	٤




	Exhibition 

	
مَعْرَض 

Mae’raDh 


	٥




	Advertisement

	
إعلان 

e’lan


	٦







1.2 CULTURE 

If you are on the streets, looking for something to purchase, be weary if you hear the seller says: “Balash” this is a short phrase which means “be la shay-e’n” in English: “with nothing”. This is just a phrase for you to approach the seller and buy from him. 

––––––––
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1.3 LESSON 1: DISCOUNTS AT THE MALL 

Health service is an integral part of community care, to cater for the needs of the elderly 




	Nadhira:

	Look at the news!

	
اُنْظُرْ إِلىَ الْأَخْبَار

Unzur ela al-akbar





	Cynthia:

	What is it? 

	
مَا هَذَا؟

Ma hadza?





	Nadhira:

	Tech exhibition at the EXPO

	
مَعْرَض التَّكْنُوْلُوْجِيَا فِيْ إِكْسْبُوْ

Mae’raDh teknolojeya fe eskbo





	Cynthia:

	What do you mean?

	
مَاذَا تَقْصُدُ بِذَلِك

Madza taqsud badhluk





	Nadhira:

	There is an advertisement

	
هُنَاك إِعْلاَن

hunake’lan





	
	discounted new laptop  

	
كَمْبِيُوْتَر مَحْمُوْل جَدِيْد مُخَفَّض 

Kam-buyuter mahmul jadeed mukhafaDh





	
	In exchange of old laptop

	
فِيْ مُقَابِل جِهَاز كَمْبِيُوْتَر مَحْمُوْل قَدِيْم 

fe muqabil jehaz Kam-buyuter mahmul qadeem





	Cynthia:

	It is a gimmick

	
إِنَّهَا وَسِيْلَة لِلْتَحَايَل

En-naHa waseelaH lel tahaayal





	Nadhira:

	Look, new phones

	اُنْظُرْ ، هَوَاتِف جَدِيْدَة 




	
	
	anzur , hawatef jadeedaH




	
	At cheaper price 

	
بِسِعْر أَرْخَص 

besier ar-khas





	
	Cameras 

	
الْكَامِيْرَات 

Al-kameraat





	Cynthia:

	Discounts at 20 percent 

	
خُصُوْمَات بِنِسْبَة عِشْرِيْنَ بِالْمِائَة 

khusumat be nesbat eshreen bel me-ah?





	Nadhira:

	Wow! I want it

	
وَاو أُرِيْدُهَا 

Wow, Oreedo Ha





	
	Written in red

	
مَكْتُوْب بِالْلَوْن الْأَحْمَر

Maktoob be laun ah-mar





	
	Hurry up

	
عَجَلُوْا

E’jaloo





	
	Whilst stocks last

	
حَتىَّ نَفَاذ الْكَمِّيَة 

hataa nafadz kameyaH





	Cynthia:

	I just want

	
أَنَاْ فَقَطْ أُرِيْدُ 

'ana faqaTh Oreed





	
	More internet speed 

	
المَزِيْد مِنْ سُرْعَة الْإِنْتَرْنَت

Al-mazeed min sure’at en-ternaat








––––––––
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1.3.1 EXPRESSION




	
الْعِلْمِيْ

Al-e’lme

science


	
	
التَّكْنُوْلُوْجِيَا

At- teknolojeya

technology





	
	
	



	
السَّنَوِي

As-sanawe

Annually


	
	
الْوَظَائِف

Al-waZh-ef

Jobs








Practice by using the above list of words 




	Nadhira:

	Tech exhibition at the EXPO

	
مَعْرَض التَّكْنُوْلُوْجِيَا فِيْ إِكْسْبُوْ

Mae’raDh teknolojeya fe eskbo





	Cynthia:

	What do you mean?

	
مَاذَا تَقْصُدُ بِذَلِك

Madza taqsud badhluk





	Nadhira:

	There is an advertisement

	
هُنَاك إِعْلاَن

hunake’lan








––––––––
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1.4 LESSON 2: BENEFITS OF BUYING ONLINE

Is buying online cheaper than at a mall? Personally, I think, it depends on the item that you are buying. Some item online is cheaper, but the problem is, you are not sure of the quality and the reliability of the vendor, unless the vendor is trustworthy, you know we heard lots of scams from online purchasing and transfer of cash via ATM machines. But worst yet, get rich programs. Being weary is important before deciding to purchase due to impulse buying. 




	Nadhira:

	I noticed

	
لَقَدْ لاَحَظْتُ 

laqad lahazto





	
	People buy things

	يَشْتَرِي النَّاس الْأَشْيَاء 




	
	
	yashtare alnaas as-'ashya'




	
	Online shopping 

	التَّسَوُّق عَبْرَ الْاِنْتَرْنَت 




	
	
	at-tasawuq eabr al-enternat




	
	What do you think?

	
مَا رَأْيُكِ

ma rayuke





	Cynthia:

	it has lots of benefits

	
لَهُ الكَثِيْر مِنْ الْفَوَائِد

lahu al-katseer min al-fawaa-ed





	
	Such as

	
مِثَل

mesal





	
	Buying goods

	
شِرَاء الْبَضَائِع 

shera' al-baDha-e’





	
	Which is not found in local shop

	
الَّتِيْ لاَ تُوْجَد فِيْ الْمَحَل الْمَحَلِّي 

Al-laate la tojad fe al-mahal al-mahal-le





	
	Easy to purchase

	
سَهْل الشِّرَاء 

'sahal as-shera'





	
	Delivered at your doorsteps

	
يَتِمُّ تَسْلِيْمُهَا عِنْدَ عَتْبَة بَابِك 

Yatem-ma taslemuha eind eatabat baabek





	Nadhira:

	Yes, but there are scams 

	
نَعَمْ ، وَلَكِنْ هُنَاك عَمَلِيَات اِحْتِيَال 

Na-e’m , walaken hunak eamaleyaat ehteyal





	
	Related to online purchase

	
الْمُتَعَلَّقَة بِالشِّرَاءِ عَبْرَ الْإِنْتَرْنَت 

Al-mutaeal-laqat be-shera' eabra al-enternat 





	Cynthia:

	You need to be caution

	
يَجِب أَنْ تَكُوْنَ حَذْرًا 

yajeb 'an takun hadzran





	
	Of websites 

	
مِنْ الْمَوَاقِع 

min al-mawaqe’





	
	And research reviews

	واْسْتِعْرَاضَات الْبَحْث 




	
	
	wasteradaat al-bahts




	Nadhira:

	I heard mobile phones

	
سَمِعْتُ الْهَوَاتِف الْمَحْمُوْلَة 

Same’to al-hawatef al-mahmulaH





	
	Are cheap

	
رَخِيْصَة

rakhesaH





	Cynthia:

	But it is a scam

	
لَكِنَّهَا عَمَلِيَة اِحْتِيَال

Lakenahaeamaleyat ehteyal





	Nadhira:

	How do you know 

	
كَيْفَ تَعْرِفِـيْنَ 

kayf tae’refeen 





	
	That the product is genuine?

	
أَنَّ الْمُنْتَجَ أَصْلِيْ 

'an-na al-muntaj asle





	Cynthia:

	buy from trusted vendor

	
شِرَاء مِنْ بَائِع مَوْثُوْق بِهِ

shera' min baa-e’ maosthoq beH





	Cynthia:

	Avoid buying 

	
تَـجَنُّب الشِّرَاء 

tajanub as-shera'





	
	expensive goods

	
سِلْعَ بَاهِظَة الثَّمَن 

selae baheZat as-tsaman








1.4.1 EXPRESSION

Change the underline words according to the list below. Ask question using the interrogative particle (kayf). 




	
مُزَيَّف 

Muzay-yaf

Fake


	
	
أَصْلِيْ 

asle 

Genuine





	
	
	



	
مَسْرُوْق

masrooQ

stolen


	
	
تالِف

talef

Damage








Practice using the above present tense verb for feminine.




	Nadhira:

	How do you know 

	
كَيْفَ تَعْرِفِـيْنَ 

kayf tae’refeen 





	
	That the product is genuine?

	
أَنَّ الْمُنْتَجَ أَصْلِيْ 

'an-na al-muntaj asle





	Cynthia:

	buy from trusted vendor

	
شِرَاء مِنْ بَائِع مَوْثُوْق بِهِ

shera' min baa-e’ maosthoq beH














You can be creative by talking about other things around you.  Ask your friends questions using the expression. 

1.5 LESSON 3: I HAVENT RECEIVED THE ITEM 
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