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Hello! I am Vinayak. I am back to share my thoughts and feelings with you once again. I hope my readers will welcome and enjoy this volume too just as you did my Eighteen-An Autobiography. With a heart full of gratitude and love and best wishes for year 2025, let me get the ball rolling.

Those who have gone through Eighteen-An Autobiography know that my eighteen years of sojourn on this planet has never been an easy one. Myself and my little family suffered physical, mental, financial, and even ‘supernatural' onslaughts (if you remember) to the extreme. Still, we held on together. I tried to navigate through challenges of life with resilience, knowing that each trial is a stepping stone to greater wisdom and inner peace.

However, bare survival is not living. My self-esteem was nothing to boast of; I was unsure of my future goals, my career choices. I managed my ‘blues’ by writing books, and spending time with my puppies and kittens. With them, presumably God’s ‘lesser creations’, the animals, I felt pure joy. They did not judge me. I never had to prove to them that I am worthy of their love.

So, I kept on writing and publishing books on various digital platforms, and tried to contribute and stand beside the less fortunate children in my tiny insignificant ways. May be this was the reason that my Google Knowledge Panel was triggered, which was something unexpectedly good and sudden, and filled me happiness. What followed next is a serendipitous surprise for me and I am not sure that I will ever recover from the breath-taking information that was revealed on the net with relation to my ancestors. The digital world or the cyber space is undoubtedly intelligent par excellence, and somehow from my mother’s identification details her whole lineage was unearthed. 

I am an introvert person, and prefer to live on my own, without physical socializing. But the revelations were so staggering that my excitement got the better of me. I decided to share ‘the news’ with my readers in this volume Eighteen- An Autobiography (Friends and Family Version). The readers will find ‘the news’ that I came to know a couple of months back about my ancestry in the section “The Joshua Tree”. Spiritually, the Joshua tree that grows in a fiercely adverse condition is seen as a symbol of faith, love, and hope amidst the aridity in the desert. Hence, I, ‘Joshua’, in resonance with the ‘tree’ of my life, am here to narrate to my dear readers a story of survival, and resilience on one hand and that of “the upper echelon," on the other hand.

The second section of this volume is especially close to my heart. It is about my own half-brother, my closest direct connection, with whom I share half of my genetic blueprint! I have described my emotions about the discovery in “He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother” with mixed feelings of apprehension and how I resolved the turmoil with peace, understanding, acceptance and love.

The third section is the fun part of this volume. I have mentioned my school friends in the section “Careless Whispers” and have shared little anecdotes about them. Casual interactions, a slight gesture of friendship, a streak of an admirable quality, flashes of compassion, these are the little things I remember about them. I have learnt from their apparently trivial nuances and I am penning down my thoughts today, about them, as a token of pure unconditional friendship.

In the final section, I am again left with myself. I am the “Man in the Mirror”. It is a poignant and difficult process of self-assessment and self-evaluation based on all the life-changing news that had just became parts of me. 

––––––––
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With Love,

Vinayak/Joshua

—————
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EPOCHAL REVELATIONS

“The Joshua Tree”

––––––––
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Synopsis

I was born into an elite family with deep roots in Bengal aristocracy and royalty. As the great-great-grandson of the Dewan of Mayurbhanj and the great-grand-nephew of The Advocate General of Bengal, Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of India (KCSI), my heritage is steeped in history and significance. Growing up, I was surrounded by stories of my ancestors' remarkable achievements and contributions to society, which have profoundly shaped my identity.

My great-great-grandfather, Mohini Mohan Dhar, served as the Dewan and state judge of the princely state of Mayurbhanj. His legacy, marked by wisdom and dedication, is a source of pride. On the other hand, my great-granduncle Sir. Knight. Nripendra Nath Sircar, was a Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of India and the Advocate General of Bengal. These distinguished figures have left an enduring impact on our family's legacy.

I am also honoured to be the grandnephew of Indian Film Producer- Birendranath Sircar, a Padma Bhushan and Dada Saheb Phalke Award recipient and a pioneering figure in Indian cinema. His passion for the arts and relentless pursuit of excellence continue to inspire me. My grandfather, Chittajit Mohan Dhar, was a trailblazer in the Indian chemical industry, pioneering the production of Benzyl Benzoate and Dimethyl Phthalate. His dedication to innovation and progress is something I deeply admire.

Our family's legacy in education is equally impressive. I am the great-great-great-grandson of Peary Charan Sircar, known as 'Arnold of the East,' who revolutionized education in Bengal and was a pioneer of women's education. His contributions to the Bengal Renaissance and his efforts in writing the first Book of Reading have left a lasting impact on society.
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