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Chapter 1

Full Salvation and How to Enter in

THE CROSS IS THE STARTING POINT

The provision from God for the Christian believer has only one basis: The Cross.

Going our own way is the basic sin of the human race. That makes all guilty of rebellion with all its evil consequences. God caused all those consequences ‘to meet together’ on Christ at the cross. Christ bore the evil that the Christian believer may receive the good. Isaiah 53: 6. (Take time to ponder this fact)

The ‘curse’ came upon Jesus that the ‘blessing’ may come upon the Christian believer. The cross is the centre point of Scripture. The meeting point of God and Man. Only at this point can Man be reconciled to God. It is also the point of reconciliation between Man and his fellowman. (Take time to ponder this fact)
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Christ Jesus is the last Adam in whom the whole evil inheritance of the old Adamic era was terminated by His death. I Corinthians 15: 45 – 47. (Take time to ponder this fact)

––––––––
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Please, look carefully at the following table and pray to God to learn something from it. The table is trying to explain what Christ Jesus came to replace in your life.

––––––––
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	CURSE ON CHRIST

	BLESSING ON BELIEVER




	Punishment. Isaiah 53: 4-5

	Peace. Ephesians 2: 14. Forgiveness & Reconciliation. Romans 5: 1




	Sickness and pain. Is. 53: 4-5. Wounds. Matt. 8: 16-17

	Healing. I Pet. 2: 24




	Sin and ‘sickfulness’. Is. 53: 10; Mica 6: 13

	Righteousness and health. Rom. 5:1; II Cor. 1: 20, 5: 21; Deut. 7: 15




	
Death. Heb. 2: 9



	Spiritual Genesis 2: 17; Eph. 2: 1, 4: 18

	Physical

	Eternal 











	Life. John 10: 10




	
Christ tasted death in all its phases. 

Psalm 88


	We have life in all its phases




	Banishment. Leviticus 16: 5-10

	Acceptance. Eph. 1: 6




	Poverty. II Cor. 8: 9; Deut. 28: 15, 47-48.

	Abundance. II Cor. 9: 8




	Old Man. Rom. 6: 6

	New Man. Gal. 2: 20; Eph. 4: 20-24.





Acknowledge the fact that the basis of all God’s provision for you as a believer is provided on the cross. This fact should never leave your mind. You should not allow it to escape your attention by any cost.

Through the Word of God, we receive God’s provision of healing. Psalm 107: 17-20; Proverbs 4: 20-22.

The Holy Spirit is the Administrator of all heaven’s riches. He administers life to our “mortal bodies”. Genesis 24; Rom. 8: 11; II Cor. 4: 10-11.

Believing in the heart and confessing with our mouth appropriates the provision of God. Rom. 10: 8-10.

––––––––
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SPECIAL REQUEST: Repeat this chapter again and again until you thoroughly understand its contents. A proof that it will have done its duty on your life, will be a sudden realisation of your sinful position before God and Man, and your greatest privilege already accessible in Christ. And that, it is up to you right now to kneel and receive from God your Father what has been waiting for you. Before that happens you are bound to repeat it in a quiet corner again and again.

Chapter 2

Hearing God’s Voice

The Bible reveals that God has dealt specifically with the human race in different ways, in different periods in history (dispensations).

Three main dispensations recognised in the Bible are the following:


	
The Dispensation of the Patriarchs. God dealt primarily with individuals and their families, and they related directly to God.

	
The Dispensation of the Law. God began to deal with Israel as a collective nation and He put them under a special law that did not apply entirely to other nations. Israel most of the time had a temple and a priesthood.

	
The Dispensation of the Gospel. A proclamation to the whole human race irrespective of their race, nationality, culture, and language or otherwise. This proclamation of the Gospel requires from each person an individual response.



God’s requirements from these three dispensations were somewhat different, however amidst all the differences there remained one unvarying requirement, that is, the requirement to hear God’s voice.

Examples from the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible)


	“If thou shalt diligently hearken to the voice of thy God...” (Ex. 15: 26)

	“...if you will obey my voice...” (Ex. 19: 3-6)




	God brought Israel to Himself.

	God wanted Israel to obey His voice.

	God wanted or expected Israel to keep His covenant.

	God said that Israel would be a kingdom of priests.



	“if thou hearken diligently to the voice of the Lord thy God” (Deut. 28: 1-2; Jer. 7: 22-24).


Hearing God’s voice in the New Testament

“Sheep hear His voice”; “they know His voice” (John 10: 3-5)

God’s ‘sheep’ are characterised by:


	Hearing His voice.

	Knowing His voice.

	Following Him.



People from other nations “they will hear my voice” (John 10:16). Hearing His voice makes all people to be one flock not an organisation or denomination. 

The true followers (disciples) of the Lord are marked thus:


	They hear His voice.

	He knows them.

	They follow Him.



NB: It is impossible to follow the Lord unless you hear His voice. Reading the Bible on its own without hearing God’s voice is futile.

The three distinctive features of hearing God’s voice:


	Hearing God’s voice is personal.

	Hearing God’s voice is intangible, that is, it cannot be located in a building.

	Hearing God’s voice is present in sense of time. “What is His name?” “I Am that I Am” (Ex. 3: 13-14). God’s name in this passage of Scripture is present, not past or future.



One particular result of hearing God’s voice

Hearing God’s voice produces faith. In Romans 10: 17 the “word of Christ” is a spoken word (rhema, in Greek). This is exactly what Christ talked about in Matthew 4: 4, “every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God”. God has a ‘rhema’ for us every day.

Scripture also refers to the Word as ‘logos’, another Greek word, which means mind, counsel and reason of God that is summed up in a person. Psalm 119: 89; Jn 1: 1-2. Jesus is the personified Logos. He is the total counsel, mind and reason of God.

Distinctive life-style that results from hearing God’s voice

We are born of the Holy Spirit to be spiritual babies and the Holy Spirit leads us. This leading brings us to maturity. In the letter to the Romans it is clear that we have to be continually led by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8: 14).

This life-style was evident in the earthly life of Jesus (He is our pattern of life)

Isaiah 50: 4-7 reveals something interesting about our Hero:


	God woke His ear morning by morning.

	He was not rebellious.



Hearing God’s voice made Jesus to have:


	Words of encouragement for others.

	Personal directions for each day.

	Obedience.

	Strength to go through all that He had to go through.

	Determination, He “set” His “face like flint”. (Is. 50: 7).



How can we hear God’s voice?

We hear God with our heart, not with our physical ears. Therefore, your heart is very important for sound spirituality. Mark 4: 23; I Kings 3: 5-10. In the latter text, the prayer is for a discerning heart, which in Hebrew means a ‘hearing’ heart.

What you have in your heart is going to settle the course of your life. Your heart is a safe that keeps your spiritual treasures. Matt.13: 13-15; Ps 95:7-8. We have to cultivate inward sensitive heart to God’s voice.

Four specific requirements for achieving this kind of sensitivity of heart


	Attention (Prov. 4:20, 5: 1, 22: 17)

	Humility – preconception is the enemy of humility.

	Time (Ps 46: 10; Ps 62: 1, 5; 95: 6-8)

	Quietness



Preparation for hearing God’s voice is best achieved by worship

God sets the time and place


	Moses had to meet God in front of the two cherubim and the atonement cover. (Num. 7: 89)

	Elijah (I Kings 19: 11-13) had to meet God on the mountain.

	Jeremiah had to meet God in the potter’s house. (Jer. 18: 1-6).



How can we be sure that it was God’s voice we heard?


	There must be an agreement with the Scripture. Because the Holy Spirit is the Author of all Scripture, He brings God’s voice to us. (Is. 8: 19-22; Ps 119: 105; II Tim. 3:16)

	The confirmation of certainty. “I knew that it was the Word of the Lord” (Jer. 32: 6-9).

	God’s peace in our hearts. God’s voice produces peace. (Col. 3: 15-16).

	Our fellow believers. Paul’s and Barnabas’ calling was confirmed through people. Acts 13: 1-3, read also Gal. 1:1.



There are three relationships through which to hear God’s voice:


	Pastors and their people, Heb. 13: 7.

	Husbands and wives, Eph. 5: 22-25.

	Parents and children, Eph. 6: 1.



Chapter 3

Knowing God as Father

The Fatherhood of God

The Lord Jesus Christ came to us for two reasons:


	To reveal the Father.

	To bring us to the Father.



Only the Son can reveal the Father (Matt. 11: 27-30) also Jn 10: 14-15; Heb.1: 1-2.

In Jesus revealing the Father, it would help to look at the following Scripture passages: 

Jn 5: 43, 6: 45-46, 8: 19, 17: 6, 26; Heb. 1: 1-2b, 2: 11-12 and Ps 22: 22.

In the Old Testament the Fatherhood of God is occasionally referred to, but not unfolded. Look at the following passages of Scripture: Deut. 32:6; Is. 63: 16, 64: 8; Jer. 31: 9; Mal. 1: 6, 2: 10. It is also important to note that, God’s names are also His titles.

Jesus brings us to the Father: Jn 14: 5-9; Eph. 2: 17-18; I Pet. 3: 18; I Jn 1: 1-3.
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