

  

    

      

    

  




  Here's what people are saying about


  TARTESSOS AND OTHER CITIES . . .




  In Tartessos, Claire Millikin takes us deep into both the imagined and real cities and houses of the mind. Memory strikes an urgent chord in her work, haunted by the family and strangers who step in and out of a world that is lost and found and lost again. “I was born and raised in that country of damage/ behind the rains,” Millikin tells us, as she

considers the tension between the elegiac and the erotic. Tartessos is a stunning mix of evocative beauty and remarkably fine-tuned language.


   — Kathleen Ellis


author of Vanishing Act (2007)


  Tartessos was a semi-mythical harbor city on the south coast of the Iberian Peninsula. The Tartessians were important tradespeople, most notably of gold, silver, tin and bronze. In Claire Millikin’s Tartessos and Other Cities, she offers poetry that is metal-rich, that solders narratives and images of precious value. With a deft hand, final couplets in poems like “Tift County, Georgia” become lasting epigrams: “Only the surface layer / of history passes for truth.” These poems seek out uneasy passages into tombs where the speaker examines unsettling memories of human activity in the past that are enacted anew before the reader’s eyes. Using passive and active remote sensing abilities, Millikin’s poems are amulets of hope, endurance and survival.


   — Sean Frederick Forbes


author of Providencia: A Book of Poems (2013)


  The project of Claire Millikin’s Tartessos and Other Cities is to come to terms with the condition of being cut off from origins —  the timeless subject of exile. These poems enact the difficult work of retracing one’s way through imagination to lost home and lost memory, landscape calling out to be mended. The book’s honesty and precision in looking back

achieves remarkable transformation —  the possibility of seeing the present moment anew.


   — Debra Nystrom


author of Night Sky Frequencies New and Selected Poems (2016)
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  DISCLAIMER:


  NOTE TO THE READER




  Viewing this eBook at a higher than optimal text size will cause the reading experience to be altered considerably. Since eBooks are formatted as reflowable text and have to work on many different screens and devices, it is impossible to guarantee that the poems will display as the poet intended. As such, some of the lines will display as multiple lines of text. When this occurs, the turn of the line will be marked with a slight indent, prompting the reader that this is a continuation of a previous line. In order to read the poetry as it was written, we suggest that you read this book at the default font size on your device. Please note, that spacing of some of the poems were either truncated or eliminated to accommodate reflowable text format. Please refer to the print edition of this book for a more accurate rendering of the poetry.■
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  To the memory of Henry Braun, and


for the D’Silva family




Tartessos was once a city on the Guadalquivir, in Andalusia, Spain. But the city vanished, and was thought to be a myth until archeological excavation discovered its very probable real existence. The poems in this collection are all about losing home, losing cities, and then finding out that they were not myths, but real. 




PREFACE


			WINTERS ARE HARD FOR ME to survive: I mean this almost literally, as so often I will come down with pneumonia in winter, or trip and fall, or drive badly and get in a fender-bender. Last winter, my grandmother, my father’s mother, from whom I was mostly estranged, died at age one-hundred-and-one. I was her namesake. Objects began to arrive in my house —  stray odd items, not valuable but in surprisingly large number, willed to me by this woman whom I could not much forgive, and whom I deeply mourned. 


			Amidst these arrivals, I began to think of the small town in Georgia where she died, and this made me think of many other cities, places that seem almost to have been drowned by history, and then to have resurfaced. While I am not from Andalusia, Federico García Lorca was my first and truest poetry love, and emulating his style of cante jondo is always my goal in writing. So, Tartessos, the lost city on the Guadalquivir, is the title of this collection of poems. The poems are elegies for cities, and for people, not just my namesake but also other people, named and not named in the poems. It is a book of elegies — for cities where I have drifted, and for people I cannot forget, for worse and for better. In particular, the poet and peace activist Henry Braun I commemorate here, if not with specific poems yet with the idea, which runs through all my work because of Henry, of refusing to be a docile subject, refusing to complacently accept the world’s evils. 
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