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WISDOM OF THE WORLD – The happy, sad and wise parts of life is for anyone who loves humour, satire and wants to learn unusual pieces of information about the world we live in. Pop this e-Book into your computer whenever you feel like taking a break. The information is slanted towards open-minded adults who can see the humour in everyday occurrences. There are seven chapters in the book – each one discussing interesting things about our changing society.
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Wisdom of the World is an absolute must for anyone who wants to lighten up or look at the serious aspects of our everyday lives.

roberta cava is the owner of Cava Consulting in Australia and has presented her seminars worldwide, including her most popular session: Dealing with Difficult People that has been presented to over 55,000 participants. She is the author of 34 books and will be writing more.
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​INTRODUCTION
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I had just completed writing four joke books and enjoyed writing them. However, I did have quite a bit of left-over information that was about the more serious side of life. So, I got busy, and this book is the result. 

You will find some side-splitting humour; parts that will educate you about things you might not have known, and tell you stories that will likely bring a tear to your eye.

Back to Top
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​CHAPTER 1 - IS THAT RIGHT?
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Oddities of life

A door that’s open is ajar; what is it called when a jar is open?

Would you buy a solar-powered flashlight?

They call it a hot-water-heater, but why would you need to heat hot water?

They call it a building, but after it’s completed shouldn’t they call it a built?

Why do women wear evening gowns to nightclubs ... shouldn’t they wear nightgowns?

If pro is the opposite of con, then what is the opposite of progress?

If vegetarians eat only vegetables, then what do humanitarians eat?

If a person kills his/her clone, is it murder or suicide?

What does the Q in Q-tip stand for?

Why do they call warm water, luke warm ... did someone named Luke discover it?

What do you call two Mexicans playing basketball? Juan on Juan.

What do you see when the Pillsbury Dough Boy bends over? Doughnuts

Why did OJ Simpson want to move to West Virginia? Everyone has the same DNA.

What does it mean when the flag at the Post Office is flying at half-mast? They’re hiring.

Why is there no Disneyland in China? No one’s tall enough to go on the good rides.

Why do bagpipers walk when they play? To get away from the noise.

If you throw a cat out a car window does it become kitty litter?

If there is no God, who pops up the next Kleenex in the box?

Why do they put Braille on the number pads of drive-through bank machines?

If nothing sticks to Teflon, how do they stick Teflon to the pan?

How do they get a deer to cross at that yellow road sign?

What do they use to ship Styrofoam?

Why is abbreviation such a long word?

Why is there an expiration date on my sour cream container?

Why do kamikaze pilots wear helmets?

Why do they call it taking a dump instead of leaving a dump?

Why is there only one Monopolies Commission?

Why do they say new and improved ... because how can it be new if it was improved?

If you worked at a fire hydrant plant, where would you park?

What happens to that other sock you lost in the laundry?

Why is it that when you’re at the beach swimming and it starts to rain, everyone gets up and leaves?

Why when a kid is running, will his mother say, ‘Don’t come running to me if you break your leg?’

Why do people look up when they think?

Why does a serving of frosted flakes have the same number of calories as regular flakes?

Why do women wear shoes that hurt their feet?

Why do men wear something that resembles a hangman’s noose?

Why does 1 kilogram of groceries generate 50 kilograms of garbage?

Do you park in a driveway, and drive on a parkway?

What do you plant to grow a seedless watermelon?

Why are they called apartments when they’re so close together?

Why do you need a driver’s license to buy liquor when you can’t drink and drive?

Why isn’t phonetic spelled the way it sounds?

Why are there interstate highways in Hawaii and Singapore?

How do you know when it’s time to tune your bagpipes?

Is it true that cannibals don’t eat clowns because they taste funny?

What was the best thing before sliced bread?

Where do forest rangers go to get away?

If this is the land of the free, why is someone always trying to sell me something?

Why do they sterilise needles for lethal injections?

If it’s tourist season, why can’t I shoot them?

Why do they call it a TV set, when there’s only one of them?

Why do people who know the least, know it the loudest?

How do you know when you’ve run out of invisible ink?

If a vampire can’t see himself in a mirror, why is his hair always so neat?

Why do women have a pair of underwear, but just one bra?

If a 7-11 is open 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year, why are there locks on the doors?

How does the guy who drives the snow plough get to work in the morning?

Why is it that when you transport something by truck, it’s called a shipment, but when you transport something by ship, it’s called cargo?

The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there’s a 90% probability you’ll get it wrong.

It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end to end, someone would be stupid enough to try and pass them.

It is hard to understand how a cemetery raised its burial cost and blamed it on the cost of living.

You know that little indestructible black box used on planes? Why can’t they make the whole plane out of the same substance?

Why is it that when you’re driving and looking for an address, you turn down the radio volume?

I know what you’re thinking, and you should be ashamed of yourself. 

Despite the cost of living, have you noticed how it remains so popular?

You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say will be misquoted then used against you.

I wonder how much deeper the ocean would be without sponges. 

What’s the difference between snowmen and snowwomen? Snowballs.

I have six locks on my door all in a row. When I go out, I lock every other one. I figure no matter how long somebody stands there picking the locks, they are always locking three.

Ever wonder if illiterate people get the full effect of alphabet soup?

What do Eskimos get from sitting on the ice too long? Polaroids.

What do you call cheese that isn’t yours? Nacho Cheese.

What do you call Santa’s helpers? Subordinate Clauses.

What do you call four bullfighters in quicksand? Quatro sinko.

What do you get from a pampered cow? Spoiled milk.

What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite.

What do you get when you cross an elephant and a skin doctor? A pachydermatologist.

What has four legs is big, green, and fuzzy and if it fell out of a tree would kill you? A pool table.

Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused his dentist’s Novocain during root canal work? He wanted to transcend dental medication!

What kind of coffee was served on the Titanic? Sanka. And what kind of lettuce? Iceberg.

What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches? A nervous wreck.

What’s the difference between an oral thermometer and a rectal one? The taste.

What’s the difference between roast beef and pea soup? Anyone can roast beef.

Where do you find a no-legged dog? Right where you left him.

Where do you get virgin wool from? Ugly sheep.

Why are there so many Smiths in the phone book? They all have phones.

Why do gorillas have big nostrils? Because they have big fingers ...

What is a zebra? 26 sizes larger than an ‘A’ bra.

If you yelled for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days you would have produced enough sound energy to heat one cup of coffee. (Hardly seems worth it.)

If you farted consistently for 6 years and 9 months, enough gas is produced to create the energy of an atomic bomb. (Now that’s more like it!)

If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends?

Corduroy pillows: They’re making headlines!

Early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.

I intend to live forever - so far, so good.

Support bacteria - they’re the only culture some people have.

Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder.

Many people quit looking for work when they find a job.

Everyone has a photographic memory. Some just don’t have film.

If you choke a smurf, what colour does it turn?

Energizer Bunny arrested - charged with battery.

I poured Spot remover on my dog. Now he’s gone.

I used to have an open mind, but my brains kept falling out.

Shin: a device for finding furniture in the dark.

Join the Army, meet interesting people, and kill them.

Wear short sleeves! Support your right to bear arms!

All those who believe in psycho kinesis raise my hand.

The Human heart creates enough pressure when it pumps out to the body to squirt blood 30 feet. (O.M.G.!)

A cockroach will live nine days without its head before it starves to death! (Creepy!)

Banging your head against a wall uses 150 calories an hour. (Don’t try this at home - maybe at work.)

The male praying mantis cannot copulate while its head is attached to its body. The female initiates sex by ripping the males head off. (‘Honey, I’m home. What the ...?!’)

The flea can jump 350 times its body length. It’s like a human jumping the length of a football field.

The catfish has over 27,000 taste buds. (What could be so tasty on the bottom of a pond?)

Some lions mate over 50 times a day. (Wow)

Butterflies taste with their feet. (Something I always wanted to know.)

The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. (Hmmmmmm ...)

Right-handed people live, on average, nine years longer than left-handed people. So if you’re ambidextrous - do you split the difference?

Polar bears are left-handed. (If they switch, they’ll live a lot longer)

Elephants are the only animals that cannot jump. Okay - so that would be a good thing.

A cat’s urine glows under a black light. (I wonder who was paid to figure that out?)

An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain. (I know some people like that.)

Starfish have no brains. (I know some people like that too).

Humans and dolphins are the only species that have sex for pleasure.

‘Stewardesses’ is the longest word typed with only the left hand and ‘lollipop’ with your right.

‘Typewriter’ is the longest word that can be made using the letters only on one row of the keyboard. 

The sentence: ‘The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog’ uses every letter of the alphabet.

It's impossible to sneeze with your eyes open.

Maine is the only state with a name that’s just one syllable.

No word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver, or purple.

‘Dreamt’ is the only English word that ends in the letters ‘mt.’

Our eyes are always the same size from birth, but our nose and ears never stop growing. (Ugh!)

The words 'race car,' 'kayak' and 'level' are the same whether they are read left to right or right to left (palindromes).

There are only four words in the English language that end in ‘dous:’ tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous

There are two words in the English language that have all five vowels in order: ‘abstemious’ and ‘facetious.’

All 50 states are listed across the top of the Lincoln Memorial on the back of the US $5 bill.

A dime has 118 ridges around the edge.

A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.

A crocodile cannot stick out its tongue. (But who really cares?)

A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours.

A ‘jiffy’ is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second

A shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.

A snail can sleep for three years!

Al Capone's business card said he was a used furniture dealer.

Almonds are members of the peach family.

Babies are born without kneecaps. They don't appear until the child reaches 2 to 6 years of age. (I didn’t know that!)

Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds. Dogs only have about ten.

February 1865 is the only month in recorded history not to have a full moon.

In the last 4,000 years, no new animals have been domesticated.

If the population of China walked past you, eight abreast - the line would never end because of the rate of reproduction. (How do they do that standing up and walking?)

If you are an average person living in a developed country, in your whole life, you will spend an average of six months waiting at red lights.

Leonardo Da Vinci invented the scissors. (I didn’t know that either!)

On the old Canadian two-dollar bill, the flag flying over the Parliament building was an American flag. (Canada now has $2 coins - nicknamed toonies - could that be why?)

Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite!

Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.

The average person's left hand does 56% of the typing.

The cruise liner, QE2, moves only six inches for each gallon of diesel that it burns.

The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pocket. (Good thing he did that.)

The winter of 1932 was so cold that Niagara Falls froze solid.

There are more chickens than people in the world (so far).

Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur.

Winston Churchill was born in a ladies' room during a dance.

Women blink nearly twice as much as men.

Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every two weeks; 

otherwise it will digest itself. (Yuck!)

If you take an Oriental person and spin him around several times, does he become disoriented?

If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren’t people from Holland called Holes?

If FedEx and UPS were to merge, would they call it Fedup?

Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks?

What hair colour do they put on the driver’s licenses for bald men?

Why do we say something is out of whack? What’s a whack?

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery?

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

When someone asks you, ‘A penny for your thoughts,’ and you put your two cents in, what happens to the other penny?

Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?

When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say?

Why is a person who plays piano called a pianist, but a person who drives a race car not called a racist?

Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites?

Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things?

Why isn’t 11 pronounced onety-one?

‘I am’ is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language. Could it be that ‘I do’ is the longest sentence?

If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen are defrocked, doesn’t it follow that electricians can be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners depressed?

Do older people read the Bible a whole lot more as they get older because they’re cramming for their final exam?

If mothers feed their babies with tiny forks and spoons, what do Chinese mothers use? Toothpicks?

Why do they put pictures of criminals up in the Post Office? What are we supposed to do - write to them? Why don’t they just put their pictures on the postage stamps so the mailmen can look for them while they deliver mail?

If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?

You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

Nobody ever says, ‘It’s only a game,’ when their team is winning.

Ever wonder what the speed of lightning would be if it didn’t zigzag?

Latest survey shows that 3 out of 4 people make up 75% of the world’s population.

The things that come to those that wait may be the things left by those who got there first.

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.

It was recently discovered that research causes cancer in rats.

Everybody lies, but it doesn’t matter, since nobody listens.

I wish the buck stopped here, as I could use a few.

I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four is suffering from some form of mental illness. Think of your three best friends. If they’re okay - then it’s you.

I always wanted to be somebody, but I should have been more specific.

Did you hear about the guy who lost his left arm and leg in a car crash? He’s all right now.

How do crazy people go through the forest? They take the psycho path.

How do you get holy water? Boil the Hell out of it.

What did the fish say when he hit a concrete wall? ‘Damn.’

What do prisoners use to call each other? Cell phones.

Two wrongs don’t make a right, but three rights make a left.

Why don’t blind people sky dive? Because it scares the hell out of the dog.

How do you confuse a retard? Put him in a round room and tell him to pee in a corner. How do you confuse him even more? Ask him what corner he peed in.

What do you call a boomerang that doesn’t come back? A stick.

When is Mother’s Day? Nine months after Father’s Night!

What’s the difference between an evening gown and a nightgown? About fifteen minutes if you’re lucky.

What do all constipated people have in common? None of them give a crap!

How did Dairy Queen get pregnant? Burger King forgot to wrap his Whopper.

Notice: o person or persons who took the large pumpkin on Highway 87 near Southridge Storage, please return the pumpkin and be checked. Pumpkin may be radioactive. All other plants in vicinity are dead.

Last night I played a blank tape at full blast. The mime next door went nuts.

If a person with multiple personalities threatens suicide, is that considered a hostage situation?

If a cow laughed, would milk come out of her nose?

Whatever happened to Preparations A through G?

I went for a walk last night and my kids asked me how long I’d be gone. I replied, ‘The whole time.’

Person #1: ‘Do you know what the capital of Alaska is?’ Person #2: ‘Juneau?’ Person #1: ‘If I knew, I wouldn’t be asking you!’

So, what’s the speed of dark?

How come you don’t ever hear about gruntled employees? And who has been diss-ing them anyhow?

After eating, do amphibians need to wait an hour before getting out of the water?

Why don’t they just make mouse-flavoured cat food?

I just got skylights put into my place. The people who live above me are furious.

Do they have reserved parking for non-handicapped people at the Special Olympics?

Isn’t Disney World a people-trap operated by a mouse?

Whose cruel idea was it for the word ‘lisp’ to have an ‘s’ in it?

If it’s zero degrees outside today and it’s supposed to be twice as cold tomorrow, how cold is it going to be?

Why do you press harder on the remote control when you know the battery is dead?

Why do banks charge you a non-sufficient funds fee on money they already know you don’t have?

If the universe is everything, and scientists say that the universe is expanding, what is it expanding into?

If you got into a taxi and the driver started driving backward, would the taxi driver end up owing you money?

What would a chair look like if your knees bent the other way?

If a tree falls in the forest and no one is around to see it, do the other trees make fun of it?

Why is a carrot more orange than an orange?

When two airplanes almost collide why do they call it a near miss? It sounds like a near hit to me!

Do fish get cramps after eating?

Why are there five syllables in the word ‘monosyllabic?’

Why do they call it the Department of Interior when they are in charge of everything out-doors?

Why do scientists call it research when looking for something new?

When I erase a word with a pencil, where does it go?

Tell a man there are 400 billion stars and he’ll believe you. Tell him a bench has wet paint and he has to touch it.

What would you call it when an Italian has one arm shorter than the other? A speech impediment.

Always keep several get-well cards on the dining room table so if unexpected guests arrive, they will think you've been sick and weren’t able to clean the house.

Did you hear about the Chinese couple that had a retarded baby? They name him ‘Sun Ting Wong.’

How come Superman could stop bullets with his chest, but always ducked when someone threw a gun at him?

Why is it lemon juice contains mostly artificial ingredients, but dishwashing liquid contains real lemons?

Why buy a product that it takes 2,000 flushes to get rid of?

Why do we wait until a pig is dead to ‘cure’ it?

Why do we wash bath towels? Aren’t we clean when we use them?

Why do we put suits in a garment bag, and put garments in a suitcase?

Why doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the bottle?

Do Roman paramedics refer to IV’s as ‘4’s?’

What do little birdies say when they get knocked unconscious?

If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we still have monkeys and apes?

Is boneless chicken considered to be an invertebrate?

Do married people live longer than single people, or does it just seem longer?

I went to the bookstore and asked the saleswoman, ‘Where’s the self-help section?’ She replied, ‘If I told you, it would defeat the purpose.’

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft - it sank proving once and for all that you can’t have your kayak and heat it too.

If all those psychics know the winning lottery numbers, why are they all still working?

Isn’t the best way to save face to keep the lower part shut?

War doesn’t determine who’s right - just who’s left.

A little-known fact: The first testicular guard was used in cricket in 1874 and the first helmet was used in 1974. It took a hundred years for men to realize that the brain is also important.

Why do they call it an asteroid when it's outside the hemisphere, but call it a haemorrhoid when it's in your butt?

Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at you, but when you take him for a car ride, he sticks his head out the window?

Why do they use sterilized needles for death by lethal injection?

Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?

Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?

Why is it that no matter what colour bubble bath you use the bubbles are always white?

Is there ever a day that mattresses are not on sale?

Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will have materialized?

Why do people keep running over a string a dozen times with their vacuum cleaner, then reach down, pick it up, examine it, then put it down to give the vacuum one more chance?

Why is it that no plastic bag will open from the end on your first try?

How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed light fixtures?

When we are in the supermarket and someone rams our ankle with a shopping cart then apologizes for doing so, why do we say, 'It's all right?' Well, it isn't all right, so why don't we say, 'That really hurt, why don't you watch where you're going?'

Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch something that's falling off the table you always manage to knock something else over?

In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it was in summer when we complained about the heat?

How come you never hear father-in-law jokes?

If you have sex with a prostitute against her will, is it considered rape or shoplifting?

Can you cry under water?

How important does a person have to be before they are considered assassinated instead of just murdered?

Why do you have to 'put your two cents in'... but it's only a 'penny for your thoughts?’ Where's that extra penny going to?

Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck wearing the clothes you were buried in for eternity?

Why does a round pizza come in a square box?

What disease did cured ham actually have?

How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels on luggage?

Why is it that people say they 'slept like a baby' when babies wake up like every two hours?

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?

Why are you in a movie, but you're on TV?

Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things on the ground?

Why do doctors leave the room while you change? They're going to see you naked anyway.

Why is 'bra' singular and 'panties' plural?

Why do toasters always have a setting that burns the toast to a horrible crisp, which no decent human being would eat?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there a stupid song about him?

If the professor on Gilligan's Island can make a radio out of a coconut, why can't he fix a hole in a boat?

Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours? They're both dogs!

If Wile E. Coyote had enough money to buy all that ACME crap, why didn't he just buy dinner?

If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, what is baby oil made from?

If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons?

Do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same tune? Why did you just try singing the two songs above?

I love cooking with wine. Sometimes I even put it in the food.

Money isn't everything, but it sure keeps the kids in touch.

Reality is only an illusion that occurs due to a lack of alcohol.

Don't sweat the petty things. Don't pet the sweaty things.

Corduroy pillows are making headlines!

I want to die while asleep like my grandfather, not screaming in terror like the passengers in his car.

I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, I take something for it.

Sometimes too much to drink isn't enough.

My short-term memory is not as sharp as it used to be.

Also, my short-term memory's not as sharp as it used to be.

In just two days from now, Tomorrow, will be yesterday.

A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited inventory

I may be schizophrenic, but at least I have each other.

I am a nobody. Nobody is perfect. Therefore, I am perfect.

Heaven is where:

The Police are British,

The Chefs are Italian,

The Mechanics are German,

The Lovers are French and

It's all organised by the Swiss.

Hell is where:

The Police are German,

The Chefs are British,

The Mechanics are French,

The Lovers are Swiss and

It's all organised by the Italians.

The wisdom of Larry the cable guy


1. A day without sunshine is like night.

2. On the other hand, you have different fingers.

3. 42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spot.

4. 99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name.

5. Remember, half the people you know are below average.

6. He who laughs last, thinks slowest.

7. Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm.

8. The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese in the trap.

9. Support bacteria. They're the only culture some people have.

10. A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.

11. Change is inevitable, except from vending machines.

12. If you think nobody cares, try missing a couple of payments. 

13. OK, so what's the speed of dark?

14. When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane.

15. Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now.

16. How much deeper would the ocean be without sponges?

17. Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines.

20. What happens if you get scared half to death, twice?

21. Why do psychics have to ask you your name?

22. Inside every older person is a younger person wondering, 'What the heck happened?'

23. Just remember - if the world didn't suck, we would all fall off.

24. Light travels faster than sound. That's why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.

25. Life isn't like a box of chocolates. It's more like a jar of jalapenos. What you do today, might burn your butt tomorrow.



Flight Safety

After every flight, UPS pilots fill out a form, called a 'gripe sheet,' which tells mechanics about problems with the aircraft. The mechanics correct the problems. document their repairs on the form, and then pilots review the gripe sheets before the next flight.

Never let it be said that ground crews lack a sense of humour. Here are some actual maintenance complaints submitted by UPS pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions recorded (marked with an S) by maintenance engineers.

P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement.

S: Almost replaced left inside main tire.

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.

S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.

P: Something loose in cockpit.

S: Something tightened in cockpit.

P: Dead bugs on windshield.

S: Live bugs on back-order.

P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200-feet-per-minute descent.

S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground.

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.

S: Evidence removed.

P: DME volume unbelievably loud.

S: DME volume set to more believable level.

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.

S: That's what friction locks are for.

P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode.

S: IFF is always inoperative in OFF mode.

P: Suspected crack in windshield.

S: Suspect you're right.

P: Number 3 engine missing.

S: Engine found on right wing after brief search.

P: Aircraft handles funny. (I love this one!)

S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right and be serious.

P: Target radar hums.

S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics.

P: Mouse in cockpit.

S: Cat installed.

And the best one for last:

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like a midget pounding on something with a hammer.

S: Took hammer away from the midget.

By the way, UPS is the only major airline that has never, ever, had an accident.

Actual exchanges between pilots and control towers

Tower: ‘Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles!’

Delta 351: ‘Give us another hint! We have digital watches!’

Tower: ‘TWA 2341, for noise abatement turn right 45 Degrees.’

TWA 2341: ‘Center, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we make up here?’

Tower: ‘Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?’

From an unknown aircraft waiting in a very long take-off queue: ‘I'm bored!’

Ground Traffic Control: ‘Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself immediately!’

Unknown aircraft: ‘I said I was bored, not stupid!’

O'Hare Approach Control to a 747: ‘United 329 heavy, your traffic is a Fokker, one o'clock, three miles, Eastbound.’

United 329: ‘Approach, I've always wanted to say this ... I've got the little Fokker in sight.’

A student became lost during a solo cross-country flight. While attempting to locate the aircraft on radar, ATC asked, ‘What was your last known position?’

Student: ‘When I was number one for takeoff.’

A DC-10 had come in a little hot and thus had an exceedingly long roll out after touching down. San Jose Tower Noted: ‘American 751, make a hard, right turn at the end of the runway, if you are able. If you are not able, take the Guadeloupe exit off Highway 101, make a right at the lights and return to the airport.’

A Pan Am 727 flight, waiting for start clearance in Munich overheard the following: 

Lufthansa (in German): ‘Ground, what is our start clearance time?’

Ground (in English): ‘If you want an answer you must speak in English.’

Lufthansa (in English): ‘I am a German, flying a German airplane, in Germany - Why must I speak English?’

Unknown voice from another plane (in a beautiful British accent): ‘Because you lost the bloody war!’ 

Tower: ‘Eastern 702, cleared for take-off, contact Departure on frequency 124.7.’

Eastern 702: ‘Tower, Eastern 702 switching to Departure. By the way, after we lifted off we saw some kind of dead animal on the far end of the runway.’

Tower: ‘Continental 635, cleared for take-off behind Eastern 702, contact Departure on frequency 124.7. Did you copy that report from Eastern 702?’

BR Continental 635: ‘Continental 635, cleared for take-off, roger; and yes, we copied Eastern ... we've already notified our caterers.’

One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to hold short of the active runway while a DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee. Some quick-witted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the radio and said, ‘What a cute little plane. Did you make it all by yourself?’ 

The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back with a real zinger: ‘I made it out of DC-8 parts. Another landing like yours and I'll have enough parts for another one.’

The German air controllers at Frankfurt Airport are renowned as a short-tempered lot. They not only expect one to know one's gate parking location, but how to get there without any assistance from them. So it was with some amusement that we (a Pan Am 747) listened to the following exchange between Frankfurt ground control and a British Airways 747, call sign Speedbird 206. 

Speedbird 206: ‘Frankfurt, Speedbird 206! clear of active runway.’

Ground: ‘Speedbird 206. Taxi to gate Alpha One-Seven.’

The BA 747 pulled onto the main taxiway and slowed to a stop.

Ground: ‘Speedbird, do you not know where you are going?’

Speedbird 206: ‘Stand by, Ground, I'm looking up our gate location now.’

Ground (with quite arrogant impatience): ‘Speedbird 206, have you not been to Frankfurt before?’

Speedbird 206 (coolly): ‘Yes, twice in 1944, but it was dark, - And I didn't land.’

While taxiing at London’s Gatwick Airport, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft. Lauderdale made a wrong turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. An irate female ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming: ‘US Air 2771, where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie taxiway! You turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's difficult for you to tell the difference between C and D, but get it right!’ 

Continuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting hysterically: ‘God! Now you've screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort this out! You stay right there and don't move till I tell you to! You can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour, and I want you to go exactly where I tell you, when I tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?’

‘Yes, ma'am,’ the humbled crew responded.

Naturally, the ground control communications frequency fell terribly silent after the verbal bashing of US Air 2771. Nobody wanted to chance engaging the irate ground controller in her current state of mind. Tension in every cockpit out around Gatwick was definitely running high. Just then an unknown pilot broke the silence and keyed his microphone, asking: ‘Wasn't I married to you once?’ 

Restroom Signs

Beauty is only a light switch away. [Perkins Library, Duke University, Durham, NC]

If life is a waste of time, and time is a waste of life, then let’s all get wasted together and have the time of our lives. [Armand’s Pizza, Washington, DC]

Fighting for peace is like having sex for virginity. [The Bayou, Baton Rouge, LO]

No matter how good she looks, some other guy is sick and tired of putting up with her shit. [Men’s room, Linda’s Bar and Grill, Chapel Hill, NC]

At the feast of ego, everyone leaves hungry. [Bentley’s House of Coffee and Tea, Tucson, AZ]

It’s hard to make a comeback, when you haven’t been anywhere. [Written in the dust on the back of a bus, Wickenburg. AZ]

Make love, not war. Hell, do both – get married! [Women’s restroom, The Filling Station, Bozeman, MT]

If voting could really change things – it would be illegal. [Revolution Books, New York, NY]

If pro is the opposite of con, then what is the opposite of progress? Congress! [Men’s restroom House of Representatives, Washington, DC]

Express Lane: Five beers or less. [Sign over one of the urinals Ed Deb Evic’s, Phoenix, AZ]

You’re too good for him! [Sign over mirror in women’s restroom Ed Deb Evic’s, Beverly Hills, CA]

No wonder you always go home alone. [Sign over mirror in Men’s restroom, Ed Deb Evic’s, Beverly Hills, CA]

A woman’s rule of thumb: If it has tires or testicles, you’re going to have trouble with it! [Women’s restroom, Dick’s Last Resort, Dallas, TX]

Newspaper ads ‘For Sale:’

1 Man, 7 women hot tub - $850/best offer.

Amana washer $100. Owned by clean bachelor who seldom washed.

Free puppies: ½ Cocker Spaniel - ½ sneaky neighbour dog.

Free puppies. Mother, a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd.

Father, Super Dog. Able to leap tall fences in a single bound.

Wedding dress for sale. Worn once by mistake. Call Stephanie.

Complete set of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 45 volumes. Excellent condition - £200 or best offer. No longer needed, got married last month. Wife knows everything.

Snow blower for sale - only used on snowy days.

Eye of round roast - $1.99 lb. - bonerless.

2 wire mesh butchering gloves, 1 5-finger, 1-3 finger, pair $15

Our sofa seats the whole mob - and it’s made of 100% Italian leather.

Joining nudist colony, must sell washer and dryer - $300.

Tickle Me Elmo, still in box, comes with its own 1988 mustang, excellent condition $6,800.

Tickle Me Elmo - new in box, hardly tickled, $700.

2 Tinkle Me Elmo Dolls - best offer.

Black face cows, calves. Also 1 gay bull for sale.

’83 Toyota Hunchback - $2,000.

Do something special for your valentine - have your septic tank pumped.

Free Yorkshire Terrier. 8 years old - unpleasant little dog.

Soft and genital bath or facial tissues - 89 cents.

German Shepherd 85 lbs. Neutered. Speaks German. Free.

Full-sized mattress. 20-year warranty - like new - slight urine smell.

Free 1 can of pork and beans with purchase of 3-bedroom 2-bath home.

For sale: Lee Majors (6 million-dollar man) - $50.

Nordic Track $300 - hardly used - call Chubbie at xxx-1275.

Bill’s septic cleaning - ‘We haul American-made products.’

Shakespeare’s pizza - free chopsticks.

Found: dirty white dog - looks like a rat - been out a while - better be a reward.

Hummels - largest selection ever - ‘If it’s in stock, we have it!’

Get a little John - the travelling urinal - holds 2 ½ bottles of beer.

Harrisburg postal employees gun club.

Georgia peaches - California grown - 89 cents lb.

Cute kitten for sale, 2 cents or best offer.

Nice parachute - never opened - used once - slightly stained

Whirlpool built in oven - frost free!

Barbie Country Ride - (Note most dolls cannot pedal the bike).

’93 Pontiac Lemon - low miles.

Free, farm kittens. Ready to eat.

Kittens 8 weeks old - seeking good Christian home.

Ground beast: 99 cents lb.

Free puppies - Part German Shepherd, part dog.

Open house - body shapers toning salon - free coffee and donuts.

Kellogg’s pot tarts - $1.99 box.

Alzheimer’s Centre prepares for ‘An Affair to Remember.’

Gas cloud clears out Taco Bell.

Battery charger for sale - batteries not included.

Lost: small apricot poodle. Reward. Neutered. Like one of the family.

A superb and inexpensive restaurant. Fine food expertly served by waitresses in appetizing forms.

Dinner Special - Turkey $2.35; Chicken $2.25: Children $2.00.

For sale: Antique desk suitable for lady with thick legs and large drawers.

Wanted: 50 girls for stripping machine operators in factory.

We do not tear our clothing with machinery. We do it carefully by hand.

For sale: Three canaries of undetermined sex.

Get rid of your aunts: Zap does the job in 24 hours.

Great Dames for sale.

Stock up and save. Limit: one.

Dog for sale: Eats anything and is fond of children.

Mt. Kilimanjaro, the breathtaking backdrop for the Serena Lodge. Swim in the lovely pool while you drink it all in.

The hotel has bowling alleys, tennis courts, comfortable beds, and other athletic facilities.

Sheer stockings. Designed for fancy dress, but so serviceable that lots of women wear nothing else.

Men wanted to work in dynamite factory. Must be willing to travel.

Three-year-old teacher needed for pre-school. Experience preferred.

And now, the Superstore - unequalled in size, unmatched in variety, unrivalled inconvenience.

Our bikinis are exciting. They are simply the tops.

Wanted. Man to take care of cow that does not smoke or drink.

Our experienced Mom will take care of your child. Fenced yard, meals and smacks included.

Auto repair service. Free pick-up and delivery. Try us once; you’ll never go anywhere again.

Illiterate? Write today for free help.

Mixing bowl set designed to please a cook with a round bottom for efficient beating.

Semi-annual after-Christmas sale.

Words of wisdom:

Feel safe tonight . . . sleep with a cop.

Remember folks: Stop lights timed for 60 kph are also timed for 120 kph.

Sign seen in restaurant: guys: No shirt, no shoes - no service. gals: No shirt - no charge.

If walking is so good for you, then why does my mailman look so bad?

Impotence: Nature’s way of saying, ‘No hard feelings.’

Necrophilia: That uncontrollable urge to crack open a cold one.

We have enough youth, how about a fountain of smart?

Very funny, Scotty. Now beam down my clothes.

What is the difference between Bird Flu and Swine Flu? For bird flu, you need tweetment and for swine flu you need oinkment.

Cat: the other white meat.

Caution - Driver legally blonde!

Don’t be a sexist - broads hate that.

Eat well, stay fit and die anyway.

Heart attacks - God’s revenge for eating his animal friends.

Honk if you’ve never seen an Uzi fired from a car window.

If you lived in your car, you’d be home by now.

I’m an imbecile and I vote.

Money isn’t everything, but it sure keeps the kids in touch.

Saw it - wanted it - had a fit - got it!

What has four legs and an arm? A happy pit bull terrier.

Do not walk behind me, for I may not lead. Do not walk ahead of me, for I may not follow. Do not walk beside me either, just leave me alone. 

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken fan belt and a flat tyre. 

The darkest hours come just before the dawn. So, if you're going to steal your neighbour's milk and newspaper, that's the time to do it.

Sex is like air. It only becomes really important when you aren't getting any.

Don't aspire to become irreplaceable. If you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted. 

Remember, no one is listening until you fart. 

Never test the depth of the water with both feet. 

If you think nobody cares whether you're dead or alive, try missing a couple of mortgage payments 

Before you judge someone, you should walk a mile in his or her shoes. That way, when you judge them, you're a mile away and you have their shoes. 

If at first you don't succeed, avoid skydiving. 

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.

Have you ever lent someone $20 and never seen that person again? It was probably worth it. 

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything. 

Some days we are the flies; some days we are the windscreens. 

Don't worry; it only seems kinky the first time. 

Good judgment comes from experience; experience comes from bad judgment. 

The quickest way to double your money is to fold it in half and put it back in your pocket. 

A closed mouth gathers no feet. 

There are two theories about how to win an argument with a woman. Neither one works. 

Generally speaking, you aren't learning much if your lips are moving. Never miss a good chance to shut up.

Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it. 

When we are born, we are naked, wet, hungry, and we get smacked on our arse. From there on in, life gets worse.

The most wasted day of all is one in which we have not laughed. 

Remember not to forget that which you do not need to know.

Childhood – the time in life when you make funny faces in the mirror. Old Age – is the time when the mirror gets even.

It takes your food seven seconds to get from your mouth to your stomach.

One human hair can support 3 kg (6.6 lb).

The average man's penis is three times the length of his thumb.

Human thighbones are stronger than concrete.

A woman's heart beats faster than a man's.

There are about one trillion bacteria on each of your feet.

Women blink twice as often as men.

The average person's skin weighs twice as much as the brain.

Your body uses 300 muscles to balance itself when you are standing still.

If saliva cannot dissolve something, you cannot taste it.

Women reading this will be finished now but men are still busy checking their thumbs. 

Paying your debts

It’s August. In a small town on the South Coast of France, the holiday season is in full swing, but it is raining so there’s not too much business happening.

Everyone is heavily in debt.

One day a rich Aussie arrives in the foyer of the small local hotel. He asks for a room and puts a €100 note on the reception counter, takes a key and goes to inspect the room located up the stairs on the third floor.

The hotel owner takes the banknote and rushes to his meat supplier to whom he owes €100.

The butcher takes the money and races to his supplier to clear his debt.

The wholesaler rushes to the farmer to pay €100 for pigs he purchased some time ago. The farmer triumphantly gives the €100 note to a local prostitute who gave him her services on credit.

The prostitute goes quickly to the hotel, as she owes €100 for her hourly room use to entertain clients. Just as she hands the owner the cash, the rich Aussie comes back down to reception. He informs the hotel owner that the proposed room is unsatisfactory. He takes back his €100 and departs.

Sure, there was no retained profit in these transactions, but everyone no longer has any debt, and the people of the small town can look more optimistically towards their future.

Good information to know

Shampoo Warning - I don't know why I didn't figure this out sooner! I use shampoo in the shower! When I wash my hair, the shampoo runs down my whole body, and printed very clearly on the shampoo label is this warning, ‘For extra volume and body.’ No wonder I have been gaining weight! 

Well! I have gotten rid of that shampoo and I am going to start showering with Dawn Dish Soap instead. Its label reads, ‘Dissolves fat that is otherwise difficult to remove.’ Problem solved! 

If I don't answer the phone, I'll be in the shower! 

Now if I can just figure out how to use those wrinkle free bounce sheets!

How to keep a healthy level of insanity and drive other people insane:

At lunchtime, sit in your parked car and point a hair dryer at passing cars to see if they slow down.

Page yourself over the intercom. (Don’t disguise your voice).

Insist that your e-mail address be Zena-goddess-of-fire@companyname.com or Elvis-the-king@companyname.com

Every time someone asks you to do something, ask if they want fries with that.

Encourage your colleagues to join you in a little synchronised chair dancing.

Put your garbage can on your desk and label it ‘in.’

Develop an unnatural fear of staplers.

Put decaf in the coffee maker for three weeks. Once everyone has gotten over his or her caffeine addiction, switch to espresso.

In the memo field of all your cheques, write, ‘For sexual favours’

Reply to everything someone says with, ‘That’s what you think.’

Finish all your sentences with, ‘In accordance with the prophecy.’

Adjust the tint on your monitor so that the brightness level lights up the entire working area. Insist to others that you like it that way.

Don’t use any punctuation or capital letters.

As often as possible, skip rather than walk.

Ask people what sex they are.

Specify that your drive-through order is a ‘to go.’

Sing along at the opera.

Go to a poetry recital and ask why the poems don’t rhyme.

Find out where your boss shops and buy exactly the same outfits. Wear them one day after your boss does. (This is especially effective if your boss is the opposite gender.)

Send e-mail to the rest of the company and tell them what you’re doing. For example: ‘If anyone needs me, I’ll be in the bathroom.’

Put mosquito netting around your cubicle.

Five days in advance, tell your friends you can’t attend their party because you’re not in the mood.

Nutritional Health

For those of you who watch what you eat, here's the final word on nutrition and health. It's a relief to know the truth after all those conflicting nutritional studies.


1. The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

2. The Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.

3. The Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer fewer heart attacks than Americans.
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