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My introduction to digital photography was probably a bit more dramatic than most people’s. To get the full picture – so to speak – let’s travel back in time to the salad days of my life as a fledgling photographer: six years ago! 

Although digital cameras were available even then, they had as yet to come into their own, or rather into my hands. 

Naturally enough, this meant that I was still lugging around my film SLR – that’s single lens reflex to all those out there who’re sitting around scratching their heads. 

Anyway, along with my trusty camera, which I had spent a fortune to get by the way, I was also lugging around everything else that I needed along with it. Spare lenses, extra film, batteries, filters, basically the whole works. 

Having said that, even though I’m now almost fully digital through and through I still do carry most of the same things. The only thing that’s radically different is the lack of film rolls. 

I now don’t carry with me rolls and rolls of film, and I don’t need to wait eternally to reload the camera either. Instead I have learned to do a quick change of my memory cards even under the direst of weather circumstances. 

Speaking of dire weather conditions it was on one of these days that I was introduced to digital cameras. 

There I was in the middle of nowhere as I like to call it, (other people prefer the term countryside), when I was suddenly beset by what was tantamount to a flash flood but in storm conditions not flood conditions. 

Naturally being in the middle of nowhere with not a house in sight and no car in sight either – I had parked about five miles away – I decided to make a break for the nearest road, where I was sure there were bound to be tons of cars. 

Well, my assumption was right, there were close to half a ton of cars on the road, unfortunately for me, I never got to it. With my usual impeccable sense of direction and timing I headed away from the road which was quite nearby, and also away from where my own car was parked. 

I could give you poor excuses as to why I forgot all about the map and the compass I had with me, but I won’t bother. I didn’t have a GPS with me at the time, but that’s still no excuse for forgetting about the rest since I do periodically get lost on occasion. 

However, the fact that it was pouring down that I could barely see ten feet in front of me and that there was lightning crashing down around me at the time all contributed, and that’s all I’m going to say on that matter! 

Anyway, suffice it to say that I did get lost, wandered and blundered my way into a grove of trees and generally went around like a staggering blind drunk. 

I assure you that it wasn’t a pretty sight. And in all this furor, I finally managed to remember my map and compass and paused in staggering to fish it out.  

Being the thoughtful soul that I am I had waterproofed my map and never was I so grateful for that as I was at that moment. 

However, it seemed the gods were laughing at me because they took even that away from me when they sent the ledge I was standing on, tumbling downwards. 

In my defense I have to say that with the roar of the rain in my ears and the bright idea of the map buzzing around in my brain, I didn’t even notice that I was standing on a river bank. 

Luckily I hadn’t far to go and only fell about six feet or so into more mud and water. 

And where in all of this do you suppose that I was introduced to digital for the first time you ask? 

Well, as amazing as it sounds, there was another intrepid photographer who had also had the same bright idea as me of trekking through the middle of nowhere when he too was caught in the middle of the storm. 

And, just like me, he had had the bright idea of heading towards the road. Only, unlike me, he actually was heading towards the road. That’s why we met up, we were both heading in opposite directions towards each other.  

Well, being the intrepid photographer that he was, he couldn’t pass up the chance to take a shot of a fellow photographer in distress and caught me in mid tumble with his new digital camera. 

This would all have gone unnoticed by me in the heat of the moment, but a flash in one’s face is an unmistakable occurrence and that was what had me looking up into the eyes of candid camera. 

At the time of course, all I cared about was that I kept my gear dry, and got myself to dry land as soon as possible as well. 

The appearance of this equally crazy photographer in the middle of nowhere gave me hope and we trudged our way back in the wake of my muddy footprints. 

The long and short of it though was that we finally managed to hail down a passing car and hitch a ride back into town where we promptly walked into the nearest bar and got down to the serious business of warming ourselves up. 

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is where I got my first appreciation for all that’s digital in cameras. 

The shot of my infamous slide down the treacherous incline of six feet was duly brought up and passed around to everyone where we all had a good laugh at my expense. 

And for my part, I also had a good looking over of the camera as well. The end. 

And touching and funny though the story was, I have to say that it still took me at least two more years to muster up the cash to get myself a digital camera. They weren’t going cheap in those days. 
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Going digital
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The one great thing about going digital though, was that I get to see the pictures I take immediately I take them. 

The small viewfinder that accompanies just about all new digital cameras is perfect for determining in an instant whether you need a reshoot or not. 

Of course the screen is generally too small to see too much detail but it works for the most part. 

And if you really want to go high tech and see right then and there whether your photograph came out okay, all you need is a laptop computer. 

With one of these little babies your shooting abilities will increase manifold as you now also have the ability to store more shots as well. All you need to do is to transfer the pictures to the laptop and you have a newly emptied memory card just waiting to be filled. 

If you’re somewhere in the middle of deepest Antarctica or somewhere equally cold of course, then you won’t want to spend time fiddling with all these gadgets and might only want to get back to blessed warmth. 

But the option is always open for you to take if you want to take the time and effort to empty out your memory cards while you’re out in the field shooting away. 

For my part I prefer to have the laptop with me only on certain trips that I take. Like the ones where transportation and storage are easy and where I don’t have to lug the silly thing along with me everywhere I go, along with my camera equipment!

You might of course feel differently about that, but as I like to say, each to his own. First things first though, you need to decide whether you like digital photography or not. 

For many a professional photographer, the difference between choosing digital cameras over film cameras, is somewhat akin to the preference of manual transmission over automatic transmission cars for the professional driver. 

Although to a very great degree they’re both the same, and they both yield almost identical results, in the end when push comes to shove, the manual car will always give them more power and control when they need it most.

And that’s why you’ll still see quite a lot of professional photographers hugging their old film SLR's to their chest, refusing to part with it. 
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