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Bianca and her best friend, Daniel, were neighbors in a small town. They shared birthdays and grew up together under the watchful eyes of Peanut, Bianca’s St. Bernard. The huge dog was their babysitter, playmate, and bodyguard. Bianca and Daniel had many friends, but because Peanut never left their side, the kids in school started calling the three of them The BFF Gang.
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The first day of summer vacation, Bianca and Daniel were excited to go swimming in the river, near their home. Their parents didn’t worry, knowing both children were strong swimmers since they were babies, and Peanut was trained not to let them swim too far from shore. The dog always stayed on the riverbank, keeping a watchful eye on the children.

“I’m glad school is over,” Bianca said to Daniel as they walked on the sidewalk toward the river with towels on their shoulders. Peanut, as usual, walked with them staying close to Bianca.

“Me too,” Daniel admitted to his best friend with a sigh. “We don’t have to study or do homework for the entire summer, and I don’t have to deal with Mark. He said he will spend the summer vacation at his grandma’s house. Luckily it is far away in another town.”

“It makes me so angry that he’s getting away with hurting other kids, and he’s been picking on you for the past few weeks.”

“My ears were ringing for days because I hit my head on the desk,” Daniel revealed. “And the teacher didn’t believe me when I told him that Mark pushed me, so I didn’t tell my parents. It’s best to stay out of Mark’s way. He’s very strong.”

“I don’t understand why those boys hang out with that big bully,” Bianca growled under her breath, feeling frustrated. “He gets them in trouble all the time.”

“Mark told Peter that because he’s strong and wild as a wolf and nobody can mess with him and his boys. He named his group the Wolf Pack. But I think he got that name from a cartoon. I guess the boys feel safe with Mark because he’s strong,” Daniel reasoned.

“Yes, he is strong and a big bully,” Bianca huffed. “When the three of them beat up poor Billy in the bathroom, Mark laughed and made fun of Billy because he cried. Luckily, Peter ran to the principal’s office and got help when the others cornered Billy in the bathroom.”
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