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The Algonquin Tribes of Indiana

Indiana's Eastern Woodland Inhabitants

Indiana Timeless Tales – Book 7

Paul R. Wonning

Description

The Algonquin, or Eastern Woodlands Indian, tribes inhabited Indiana as the Europeans began penetrating the region in the 17th Century. The tribes in Indiana included the Shawnee, Lenape (Delaware), Miami, Potawatomie, Kickapoo, and others. 

The Algonquin Tribes of Indiana relates the general culture, lifestyle, and agriculture of this vast family of Amerindian tribes.

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]

The Algonquin Tribes of Indiana

Published Paul R. Wonning

Copyright 2024 by Paul R. Wonning

Ebook Edition

Author Note:

The author strives for accuracy, however even he can make mistakes. If the reader sees an error, contact the author and he will make corrections, if possible.

The Algonquin Tribes of Indiana

All rights reserved.

If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.

Paul R. Wonning

mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com

Facebook Mossy Feet Books

Mossy Feet Books

––––––––

[image: ]


​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Native Amerindian Tribes in Indiana in 1812
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On the eve of the war of 1812 native tribes still occupied the northern two thirds of the future state of Indiana. These tribes belong to the Algonquian grouping of North American tribes and included the Shawnee, Miami, Wea, Pottawatomie, Lenape (Delaware), Kickapoo, and Piankashaw. 
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​Algonquian Tribes
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The Algonquin tribes of Amerindians is a grouping of several tribes in North America with similar language and culture. The Algonquin family was the most widespread group in North America, with tribes located from the northeast to the western United States and into the south. Individual tribes of the Algonquin group originally numbered in the hundreds. Many of these tribes are extinct These tribes spoke different dialects of the language group. These tribes are classified according to geographic regions. These are:

Western Region 

These tribes occupied the eastern Slope of the Rocky Mountains.

Blackfoot confederacy, which included the Siksika, Kainah, and Piegan; and other eastern states there are no liv Arapaho and Cheyenne.

Northern Region

This includes the tribes occupying the St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes region. 

Chippewa group, Ottawa, Chippewa, and Missisauga; Algonkin group, comprising the Nipissing, Temiscaming, into the Ohio valley, together with the Abittibi, and Algonkin.

Northeastern Division

This region includes the eastern part of Quebec, the Maritime Provinces, and eastern Maine in the United States. These tribes included the:

Montagnais group, composed of the Nascapee, Montagnais, Mistassin, Bersiamite, Abnaki group,the Micmac, Malecite, Passamaquoddy , Arosaguntacook, Sokoki, Penobscot, and Norridgewock.

Central Region

This region included the states of Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio. 

Menominee; the Sauk group, including the Sauk, Fox, and Kickapoo; Mascouten ; Potawatomi; Illinois branch of the Miami group, comprising the Peoria , Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Tamaroa, and and Michigamea ; Miami branch, composed of the Miami, Piankashaw and Wea.

Eastern Division

The Eastern division included the area along the Atlantic Coast. These tribes included Pennacook, Massachuset, Wampanoag, Narraganset, Nipmuc, Montauk, Mahican, Wappinger, Delaware, Shawnee, Nanticoke, Conoy, Powhatan, and Pamlico.
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Religious Beliefs
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The Algonquin tribes in general practiced a form of animism. Animism is the belief that all things, plants, animals, humans, rocks, trees, rivers, lakes, etc. have a spiritual essence. This spiritual force also inhabited the earth, sun and the four main directions, north south, east, and west. The natives called this all-encompassing force the Gitche Manitou. They did have other lesser spirits that governed other things; however, the Great Manitou had magical powers and could overcome deception. 

Gitche Manitou

Most of the Algonquin held their chief deity, or manitus, to be a rabbit known by various names as Gitche Manitou, or the Great Spirit. There were other names for this deity, depending upon the tribe. Many scholars believe that the rabbit was a symbol of light, adopted because of the similarity of the Algonquin words for light and rabbit. They believed that this deity created the world and populated it with animals and people. The deity taught the tribes how to hunt and gifted them with the agricultural crops corn and beans.

Natural objects like the sun, moon, earth, fire, trees, lakes, and animals were deities, as well as the four main directions, north, east, west and south. There was a general belief that men as well as animals had an immortal soul. 

Wendigo

Also called the Windigo, Witigo, Witiko, and Wee-Tee-Go, the name of this demonic entity translates loosely as “the evil spirit that devours mankind.” The being is associated with cannibalism, murder and insatiable greed. In the past it was common for natives or settlers to become isolated in winter's ice and snow. In such cases, a person might resort to cannibalism of their dead companions to survive. The act of cannibalism would transform them into a wendigo, a creature that was skeletal in form with ice covering the bones. It had no lips or toes, was quite tall and had jagged teeth. It left bloody footprints and spoke in a low hiss. Its eyes would glow, it had yellow fangs and an overlong tongue. Some tribes described them as being covered with matted hair while others said they had yellow skin.  Descriptions of the entity could vary, depending upon the tribe. The creature had superior hunting skill and craved eating human flesh. Using magic, it could control the weather surrounding it. The curse compelled it to wander about, killing and eating the flesh of any people it encountered. If it found no sustenance, it starved to death. Anyone caught by the monster would either be eaten or transformed into a wendigo by its bite. 

Shamans

Their chief religious and political leaders, called shaman, or medicine men by the whites, were important figures in their culture. The people believed that they had influence over the spirits as well as look into the future, cure diseases and inflict diseases. Shamans, it was believed, could also communicate with the spirit world. Tribal members also consulted with the shaman to interpret dreams. 

Ceremonies

In general, the Algonquin tribes held celebrations at the change of seasons and during each phase of a person's life, birth, puberty, and death. Most of the celebrations involved the wearing of masks and painting of faces. Different colors held different meanings. Red signified life, black, death and they used purple to note the presence of royalty or special occasions. The Algonquin tribes used a lunar calendar to keep track of the year. Each full moon had a name and symbolic meaning. A year consisted of 12 full moons. Since a lunar cycle is only 29.5 days, 12 moons constituted only 354 days. For this reason, they would add a 13th lunar cycle at times to make up the difference. The names of these moons varied from tribe to tribe. 
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Algonquian Towns
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The typical Algonquian town would have had from between 20 to 30 houses. Four to six people would have lived in each house; thus, each village would have had somewhat less than 200 people living in it. The villages were temporary, as the people moved to different locations as the season and the food supply dictated. Typically, most Algonquian tribes occupied a summer village where they had their food plots and grew maize, squash, beans and other plants for food and medicine. In the fall, these villages typically broke up into smaller units as the people moved into winter camp, where they hunted game. They might reoccupy the site they used the previous season, especially the summer village as their fields were already established there. This village organization would have varied by tribe, but in general was typical. Each individual tribe had variations of these beliefs and will be covered in the books dealing with the books about the individual tribes later in this series. This is the case with each of the topics later in this book.
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Fire (Tentey)
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The importance, both practical and ceremonial, of fire to the Lenape was such that they called it "Grandfather." Fire was considered male, while its counterpart, water, was considered female. Men oversaw building and maintaining the fire while women were responsible for taking care of the tribe’s water needs. The tribe kept a fire maintained all year for cooking, heating, and ceremonial purposes. They used fire to make offerings of fat, tobacco, and meat to the spirits. To purify the air, they sprinkled cedar chips on the fire. Fire was central to the most important Lenape ceremony, the Big House Ceremony. They had three principal ways to make fire, the pump drill, flint and steel and the bow drill. 

Pump Drill (Sankhikan – “ringing noise tool”)

The name "ringing noise tool," derives from the ringing sound the tool makes while in use. The tool consists of a shaft, round weight, cross piece, and a length of cord. The round weight has a hole in the center which fits loosely over the shaft.  The string is attached to one end of the cross piece, and through a slot in the top end of the shaft. It is then tied through a hole at the other end of the cross piece. The counterweight is placed at the bottom of the shaft. This will act as a fly wheel to keep the shaft spinning when the tool is in use. To operate, twist the cross piece, which winds the cord around the shaft. After a few twists, push down on the cross piece. The cross piece moves towards the weight at the bottom while the twisted cord spins the shaft and winds around the shaft in the other direction. The weight keeps the shaft spinning, and when the cross piece reaches the bottom of the shaft, it keeps spinning, pulling the cross piece back to the top of the shaft. A practiced user can keep the drilling action of the shaft up for quite a while. The shaft acts as a drill to make holes or as a fire making tool. To make a fire, first prepare a fire board. This is a small, flat piece of wood that is dry. A hole, or notch is cut in this board and the tip of the shaft placed in the notch. Activate the pump drill while the tip is in the notch. The spinning tip of the shaft will create friction which, after a few minutes, will create a hot ember in the notch. Drop the ember into a pile of dry, flammable material, such as a wad of dried grass or leaves. The ember will smolder, creating some smoke. Blow gently on the ember and it will begin to burn the pile of grass. As the fire grows, add small sticks to it, gradually adding larger pieces until a roaring fire is achieved. 

Fire Making Apparatus

Flint and Pyrite (Malsapexo)

One means of making fire many ancient peoples used was by striking a piece of pyrite against a piece of flint. When struck properly, the pyrite produces a spark which can be used to start a fire. 

Pyrite

Pyrite is a mineral and a form of iron called iron sulfide. It has a yellow color, closely resembling gold, and is often called fool's gold. The word pyrite derives from a Greek phrase that means, "stone which strikes fire." It can be found in sedimentary rock deposits, like coal or limestone. To make a fire, the fire maker would first gather suitable kindling, such as dried grass, cattail catkins, dried mosses, tree bark and other extremely flammable materials. Sometimes they would mix powdered charcoal from previous fires in the kindling. These would be placed in a pile after which they would strike the flint against the pyrite over the pile, producing a spark which would fall onto the kindling and, hopefully, produce a small fire. The fire maker would blow gently on the smoldering heap, growing the fire enough to place small sticks and tree bark on the now growing fire. After a few minutes, they could then add larger pieces, then sit back and enjoy the heat of the fire. Later, after contact with European people, they would use a piece of iron or steel in place of the pyrite. 

Bow Drill

The bow drill works on the same principal as the pump drill, except in the means that it operates. The bow drill consists of a long crosspiece, usually about 15 inches long, that is the bow. A long leather cord that is a few inches longer than the bow is fastened to the bow, one end of the cord to each end of the bow. The drill is shorter and usually tapered. The cord is wrapped around the drill in such a way as when the bow is moved horizontally it turns the drill. The fire board is of a similar construction to that of the bow drill. The tip of the drill is placed in the notch and the drill turned by a rapid back and forth motion of the drill until the friction of the drill turning against the fire board creates a spark. The process then follows the same procedure as the pump drill.
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​Algonquin Weapons
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The Algonquin tribes all carried similar weapons for use in hunting and in war. 

War Clubs

The war club was a heavy, wooden club, with the handle curved towards the end that was carved into a ball shaped head. This weapon was also called the ball headed wooden club or the fixed ball club.  The war club was usually made from a heavy wood, like hickory or oak and had military as well as ceremonial purposes. The weapon was usually about 20" long and the ball on the end about 2" in diameter. Ceremonial war clubs could be quite elaborately carved and were often ornamented with shells or semi-precious metals like copper. The carving on the club had symbolic meanings. Much of the symbolism dealt with the individual warrior that carried the club, often with crosses or marks that indicated the number of enemies killed with the club. The war clubs were carved by craftsmen that took great pride in their work. The weapon's design was such that a warrior could deal a death blow to an opponent while holding the weapon, as opposed to throwing it. The preferred material for a war club was to use a sapling that had first grown horizontally from the ground, then grew upwards vertically. This growth pattern produced a naturally curved weapon that retained its strength when fashioned into a weapon. Certain clubs were made for ceremonial purposes and given as gifts, used in ceremonies, and not used in battle. 
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Gun Stock War Club 
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The shape of this war club inspired the name, it had a wide head after which the weapon curved back, tapering down to the narrow handle. A spear head was fastened to the outside of the elbow, rendering the weapon more lethal. The club was about two feet long and weighed about three pounds and was usually constructed from hardwoods like hickory, oak, or maple. The origin of the shape is lost to history. Many think that the shape was inspired by contact with Europeans and copied from the shape of the gun stock. Others think that it was an independent design developed prior to European contact. The Algonquin, Western Plains, and other tribes. 

Stone Headed War Clubs

Tomahawk

The Algonquin tribes probably originated the weapon known as the tomahawk. The word likely originated from the Powhatan words “tamahaac." The Powhatan tribe was an Algonquin tribe that inhabited the Eastern coast and was one of the first tribes encountered by the English. The word means 'to cut off by tool'. The use of the tool gradually spread to all the Algonquin tribes, the Iroquois and then to the Plains and other tribes. The original tomahawk, which closely resembles the homeowner tool, the hatchet, consisted of a stone, deer antler, shell or bone head tightly bound to a wooden handle. The construction of the tomahawk made it both an effective hand to hand weapon as well as a tool. The handle was somewhat less than 24" long and made from a fine-grained wood like maple, hickory, or oak. The makers used a process called knapping and pecking to sharpen the blade, which would have been somewhat less than four inches wide. This process will be outlined below the Lance section, as it was used to sharpen arrowheads and spearheads also. The side of the head opposite the blade is called the poll. This could be fashioned into either a spike, hammer head or pipe. If it was a pipe, the handle of the tomahawk was hollowed out so the tomahawk could be used as a weapon or peace pipe. These were called pipe tomahawks. The head was bound to the handle using rawhide. As the rawhide dried, it shrank, forming a very tight bond with between the handle and head. After the introduction of metal heads, the Algonquin tribes quickly adapted to the new material. The frontiersmen flooding into native lands quickly adopted it, too, as the tomahawk could be used not only as an effective weapon for hand-to-hand combat, but it could also find use cutting trees and branches and meat. The tomahawk is light and portable, making it an ideal tool for warriors, or pioneers, on the move. The tomahawk is still used by United States military troops and law enforcement officers under certain circumstances. 

Knife

Up until the introduction of steel knives by the Europeans, the natives used knives made from stone, antler, or bone piece. After shaping the knife blade, they fastened it to a wood, bone or antler handle using rawhide in a process like the tomahawk. The knife was a tool as much as a weapon, as they used it to skin game, throwing at an opponent during battle, cleaning fish as well as other tasks. There were different types of knives used for different purposes.

Bows And Arrows 

The Algonquin tribes used the bow and arrow as a hunting tool and as a weapon of war. Generally, the weapon replaced an older weapon called the atlatl. The main components are the bow, arrow, arrowhead, fletching and string. Generally, the bow was shaped from a single piece of wood, which varied by tribe and region. They used a single sapling for the arrow shaft. Prior to European contact, they shaped a piece of flint, bone, antler, or chert into the desired shape and fastened it to the end of the arrow with a strand of sinew. The bowstring consisted of sinew, rawhide, or plant fiber. The type of bow and arrow varied by tribe, as the game and terrain they hunted necessitated variations in the weaponry. The bow and arrow arrived among the Algonquin tribes sometime between 250 AD and 500 AD, replacing the Atlatl.

Atlatl

Prior to the use of the bow and arrow native tribes used a device called an atlatl to propel a spear with much greater force than can be achieved by throwing it with the hand alone. The atlatl is a simple tool consisting of a slightly curved grooved stick that has a cup-like holder into one end. The tool is about as long as the user's forearm. To throw, the end of a spear was placed in the holder with the shaft of the spear resting in the groove of the atlatl's shaft. Holding the opposite end of the atlatl, the user begins a throwing motion like throwing a baseball. When the thrower's arm completes the motion the lever force of the atlatl combined with the power of the thrower's arm sends the spear forward with great force. 

Lance and Spear

The spear was used as a weapon for both hunting and warfare. Simple to construct and use, the spear consisted of a long, wooden shaft and a sharp tip. Before contact with Europeans the tip would have been flint, chert, antler, or bone. After contact the tip would have been made from metal. The lance was like the spear but had a longer handle. It was used by a warrior mounted on a horse. The handle was longer so the warrior could use it to strike and enemy while mounted. 

Knapping

Knapping is an ancient art in which a craftsman called a knapper shapes a piece of rock into a tool or weapon. Not just any rock was used, it had to be a type of rock that is hard, dense and will break in a predictable manner when struck. Rocks commonly used to make weapons and tools were chert, flint, obsidian chalcedony, jasper, and quartz. Archaeologists have found evidence of flint knapping dating back at least 60,000 years. Properly fashioned stone tools were sharp enough to skin an animal, cut wood or dig. 

General Process

The knapper had two main tools to shape the chosen stone, a hard hammer, and a soft hammer. The hard hammer consisted of a hard stone, like granite. The hard hammer was used first and was sort of a tear drop shaped with a blunt tip. The knapper first used the hard hammer to give the object being shaped its general form. The craftsman did this by striking the flint or chert with a hard, precise blow. They used the soft hammer, usually made from a softer material like antler or bone. This tool was shaped like a railroad spike and was used to sharpen the object to an almost razor like edge. The knapper would use a process called pressure flaking to further shape the object and fashion the fine details needed for some tools or weapons. The pressure flaking tool would have had a finer point and would also have been made from bone or antler. The knapper struck the tool with a hammer, using the point to use to flake off small pieces of material to make a finer edge or create other small details. Using this process

Heat Treatment

Knappers learned that the rock used to fashion tools would work better if first heat treated. They would first build a fire and allow it to burn down to coals. While the fire was burning, they would dig a pit and heat the rocks to be fashioned slightly. Once the fire burned to coals, they placed the coals in the pit, followed by the already warm flint or chert. They buried the rock and coals with sand and built another fire on top of this. This they allowed to burn for 24 hours and then remove the stone. The heat treatment changed the texture of the flint or chert, making it easier to shape.
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