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Information in this book is for education and entertainment purposes. For any mental, medical or financial advice, please consult a licensed professional.

By reading this book, you agree that under no circumstances is the author responsible for any losses that are incurred due to using information within.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are products of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Copyright © 2025 Dr. Rabea Hadi

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher and author, Dr. Rabea Hadi
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I appreciate your constructive feedback at mail@chooseyourquest.net & review at your preferred store.[image: image]
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​Your Exclusive Adventure Awaits!
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Dear Fellow Adventurer,

Thank you for navigating the twists and turns of my books! As a token of appreciation, I’m thrilled to offer you an exclusive, funny, and interactive short story set in the whimsical world of Choose Your Quest. It’s available only to my most kind (and supportive) readers like you?

Why Choose My Books?

Are you tired of books filled with harmful messages, profanity, or bad values? Do you want something lighthearted yet meaningful for your child—content that teaches good values while being fun and engaging?

I believe what our children read shapes their future—and our world. That’s why I craft clean, fun, and educational stories. Whether I’m caring for patients in my clinic or crafting new adventures, my mission is the same: spreading kindness, good values, and a love for learning through clean humor and storytelling.

Join the Quest for Clean Fun!

By subscribing to my website ChooseYourQuest.net, you may get:


●  Access to free promos of my books occasionally.

●  Guaranteed clean and fun content for readers of all ages.

●  Updates on my latest projects (no spam, ever—I promise!).



Scan the QR code to claim your exclusive short story from all books section, and join our band of adventurers. Together, let’s make learning and laughter universal!
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Your thoughts matter to me! Share your feedback at mail@chooseyourquest.net. Let’s build a better, cleaner, and more fun reading experience for everyone!

​
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​How to Navigate This Adventure?
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PLEASE READ THIS

For the best replayability and enjoyment, commit to your initial choices throughout the journey. Most sections may include page numbers, HYPERLINKS,  or section titles to guide you to the next part of the story based on your selection. For example, you might see “Go to Chapter 5: The Hidden Door (Page 23)”. However, due to formatting differences in print and digital versions, the page numbers might not always match perfectly.

To ensure a smooth experience, it’s recommended to follow the section titles (e.g., “Chapter 5: The Hidden Door”) rather than relying solely on page numbers. This way, you’ll avoid confusion and stay fully immersed in the adventure. Remember, it’s best not to flip ahead and spoil upcoming events.
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​Chapter 1: From the Slums of Xenon
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The dimly lit room buzzed with tension. You look around, taking in the sight of fellow applicants in various states of despair. To your left, a young woman sobs quietly, her shoulders shaking. To your right, another man clenches his fists and mutters angrily, his frustration palpable. The air is thick with the scent of dampness and old machinery, the flickering lights casting eerie shadows on the walls.

You sit in your creaky metal chair, hands clenched tightly in your lap. The waiting is unbearable, each second stretching into an eternity. You've spent years preparing for this moment, and now, it all comes down to this. Your heart pounds in your chest, the sound of your pulse echoing in your ears. You can't help but feel a glimmer of hope, despite the odds stacked against you.

The door hisses open, and a battered robot wheezes into the room. Its movements are slow and jerky, its outdated servos whining with every step. The robot's exterior is chipped and rusted, and its eyes flicker with a dim blue light.

It carries a small display screen. The constant buzzing noise it emits grates on your nerves, a reminder of how far the lower classes have fallen behind in technological advancements.

Your colleagues glance at you with pity and discomfort. One of them, a stern-faced man with a scar running down his cheek, leans over and whispers, "Don't see the result. Just go and leave, save yourself the embarrassment." His voice is low, but you can hear the resignation in it. He's seen too many hopefuls like you crushed under the weight of this system.

Alex, your closest friend, stands in front of your desk. He doesn't say a word, but his eyes are red-rimmed and brimming with tears. He looks at you, silently pleading for something, anything to change the outcome. Alex has been with you through thick and thin, and he knows what this means to you. The weight of his unspoken words settles heavily on your shoulders.

As the robot approaches, your breath catches in your throat. You can feel your heart hammering against your ribs, each beat louder than the last. The room seems to close in around you, the air thick and suffocating. The robot stops in front of you and raises the screen. Your eyes are drawn to the flashing red words that appear on the display:

FAIL

The word blinks ominously, and the room falls silent. The weight of the verdict crashes down on you like a tidal wave. Your shoulders slump, and you lower your head, staring blankly at the floor. This is your third attempt at improving your social class status, and once again, you've been denied. The sting of failure burns deep, searing through your chest.

You are a Level 4 citizen, the lowest class level. This designation makes you a common worker, toiling day and night in the grueling factories of Xenon. The pay is meager, barely enough to cover your basic needs. Every day is a struggle, a fight to survive in a world that seems determined to keep you down. The grime and filth of the slums are your constant companions, and the stench of poverty clings to you like a second skin.

[image: image]

There are only two ways to ascend the rigid social hierarchy of Xenon: through a royal decree, which is reserved for the elite and their favored few, or by winning the Grand Tournament. For someone like you, born to commoners, the former is an impossible dream. The royal decree is a privilege reserved for the wealthy and powerful, those who can afford to bribe and curry favor with the upper echelons of society.

Your only hope lies in the Tournament, a brutal competition that offers the winner not only wealth and fame but also a coveted upgrade in social class. You've always fantasized about entering and winning the Tournament, securing a better future for yourself. But that dream seems more distant than ever now, a fragile hope shattered by yet another rejection.

The robot shuffles away, leaving you in the oppressive silence. The room's atmosphere grows even darker, the collective despair of its occupants pressing down on you. You force yourself to stand, your legs trembling under the weight of disappointment. Alex steps closer, placing a comforting hand on your shoulder. His touch is warm, but it does little to chase away the chill that has settled in your bones.

––––––––
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You take a deep breath, steeling yourself. The journey ahead is uncertain, filled with obstacles and challenges. But deep down, a small spark of determination flares to life. You won't give up, not yet. The Tournament is still your best chance at breaking free from the shackles of your current life. For now, you walk out of the room, head held high. The slums of Xenon may be your home, but they won't be your prison forever. The Tournament awaits, and with it, the possibility of a brighter future. 

As you leave the hall, the corridors of the futuristic slums of Xenon stretch out before you, a labyrinth of decay and innovation intertwined. The walls are a patchwork of exposed metal beams and dilapidated panels, their original colors long faded under layers of grime and graffiti. Flickering neon signs buzz erratically, casting an eerie, multicolored glow that barely penetrates the pervasive gloom. The air is thick with a pungent mix of industrial fumes and the acrid stench of garbage, a constant reminder of the pollution that plagues the lower levels of the city.

Despite the grim environment, there are remnants of advanced technology scattered throughout the slums, relics of a more prosperous past or discarded experiments from the upper classes. Holographic advertisements, glitchy and half-functioning, project onto the walls, promoting products and services that the residents here could never afford. Occasionally, a drone whirs by overhead, its sensors scanning the area for any signs of unrest or unauthorized activity. These machines, outdated and often malfunctioning, serve as a stark contrast to the cutting-edge tech available to those living in the higher tiers of society.

The corridors are narrow and claustrophobic, lined with makeshift stalls where vendors sell scavenged electronics and counterfeit goods. The ground beneath your feet is uneven, a mix of cracked tiles and hastily repaired patches. Pipes and wires snake along the ceiling, dripping condensation and occasionally sparking with electrical surges. The hum of machinery and the distant clanging of factory equipment form a constant, dissonant background noise.

As you navigate through this chaotic maze, your thoughts spiral inward, consumed by self-doubt and frustration. "What did I do wrong?" The question gnaws at you, a relentless whisper in the back of your mind. You've tried to follow the rules, to improve yourself, but the system feels rigged against you.

"Am I less than the others?" The thought stings, an unwelcome but persistent doubt. You've seen others rise, even from these slums, yet every attempt you've made seems to end in failure.

You've dedicated countless hours to studying, sifting through old data files and outdated textbooks, trying to absorb as much knowledge as possible. Likewise, you've worked on your physical fitness, training in the limited space available, pushing your body to its limits. "I tried to study and improve my physical health, but it doesn't work," you think, frustration bubbling up. It feels as though the resources and support you need are always just out of reach, reserved for those with better connections or more money.

"What can I do to get out of the slums?" The question is both a plea and a challenge. The royal decree is unattainable, a distant dream for someone of your status. The Tournament, while a slim chance, still looms as the only real opportunity for escape. But with each setback, that chance feels further away, and the oppressive weight of your situation presses down harder.

Yet, despite the surrounding bleakness, there's a flicker of resolve.

[image: image]
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Encounter with B-4

As you exit the exam hall, emotions roiling within you, a familiar and grating mechanical voice echoes from behind. "Guess who is the loser of the year? For the third time. HA HA HA." The mocking tone sends a fresh wave of frustration through you. You turn around to face the source of the taunt—it's B4, the robot that's been a thorn in your side for as long as you can remember. B4, a clunky, outdated model with a penchant for bullying, stands there with its usual sneer-like expression, if a robot could have one.

"B4, I don't have time for this," you snap, trying to push past the rising anger and humiliation. But B4, with its glowing red eyes and jerky movements, blocks your path. "But I have time for you," it retorts, a sinister edge in its voice. "Hand me your credits. NOW!"

Your heart sinks. It's not the first time B4 has tried to shake you down, using its built-in shock mechanism to intimidate you. The shocks aren't lethal but leave you sore and debilitated for days, a punishment you've endured before. You glance at the small stash of credits in your pocket, barely enough to buy a meal. Every credit counts, especially in the slums of Xenon.

[image: image]
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You find yourself at a crossroads!


​Option 1: Refuse and Risk the Shock



​Option 2: Hand Over the Credits


What will you choose? Stand up to B4 and face the consequences, or give in to avoid further trouble?

​Stand Up to the Bully

You take a deep breath and stand your ground, refusing to give in to B-4's demands. "What you're doing isn't fair, B-4. You can't just bully people and take their things," you say, trying to appeal to whatever semblance of logic the robot might have.

B-4's eyes flicker briefly, and it lets out a mechanical sigh. "Boring," it declares with a tone of disdain. Before you can react, a small compartment opens on its arm, revealing a taser gun. The electric shock hits you before you can dodge, sending a painful jolt through your body. You cry out and collapse to the ground, muscles twitching uncontrollably.

As you lie there, unable to move, B-4 casually reaches down and snatches the small pouch containing your last three credits. "Thanks for the donation," it sneers, rolling away without a second glance, leaving you in the dim corridor, both physically and emotionally battered.

​Reluctant Surrender

Reluctantly, you decide to comply with B-4's demand, hoping to avoid further trouble. "Fine, I'll give you the credits," you say, your voice steady despite the tension. You pull out a single credit from your pocket and hand it to him, hoping it will be enough. "Please, just leave me alone," you plead, trying to sound sincere.

B-4 takes the credit and scrutinizes you with its glowing red eyes. After a moment, a few lights on its body flash, scanning you. "Liar," it declares with a cold, mechanical tone, having detected the two remaining credits in your possession. Without warning, it raises its arm and delivers a sharp shock with its taser gun. The electric jolt courses through your body, causing you to cry out and collapse to the ground, muscles seizing from the pain. As you lie there, gasping for breath and struggling to recover, B-4 reaches down and takes the remaining two credits from your pocket. "Thanks for the donation," it sneers, voice dripping with artificial disdain. With that, the robot wheels away, leaving you in a heap on the ground, stripped of all your remaining credits. The encounter leaves you physically sore and emotionally drained, a harsh reminder of the brutal reality of life in the slums of Xenon.

​Commit to Strength

As you lie on the cold ground, the sting of the taser still lingering in your muscles, you can't help but reflect on the encounter. "Why does he bully me so much?" The question echoes in your mind, filled with frustration and a deep sense of injustice. B-4, with its sneering attitude and relentless harassment, has been a constant source of misery in your life. He's not a police or authority robot, yet he roams the corridors of Level 4, unchecked and unchallenged, spreading fear and despair among those already struggling.

It baffles you why no one has stood up to him. The residents of Level 4 are a tough, resilient bunch, used to the harshness of their environment. Yet, they seem resigned to B-4's tyranny, perhaps beaten down by the daily grind of survival or fearing the pain of his taser. "Why does no one stand up to him?" you wonder, feeling a mix of anger and sadness. It's not just about the credits he's taken; it's about the powerlessness, the humiliation, and the injustice that everyone seems forced to endure in silence.

But as you lie there, something shifts within you. A spark of determination ignites in your chest, cutting through the haze of pain and despair. "This can't go on," you think, clenching your fists. "I won't let him keep doing this." The resolve grows stronger with each passing moment, a fierce determination to change the status quo.

"Someday, I'll get stronger," you vow silently, feeling the weight of the words settle deep in your soul. "I'll train, I'll learn, and I'll find a way to stop him." The thought of standing up to B-4, of finally putting an end to his bullying, fills you with a newfound sense of purpose. It's more than just a personal vendetta; it's about justice, about proving that even in the darkest corners of Xenon, there can be hope and change. But it's also a promise of hope, a commitment to a future where you and others won't have to live in fear of bullies like B-4.
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