
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Shadows Along the Thames

The River Murders

By Phil Singer

ARTHUR BELL MYSTERY (BOOK TWO)


Introduction

London has always depended on what it forgets.

Men vanish. Files close. Rivers carry what the city cannot afford to keep. Most people never notice — and those who do learn quickly where not to look.

Arthur Bell has spent his life noticing.

This story begins after the fog has thinned and before the truth has fully surfaced. It is not about justice in the way people like to imagine it. It is about persistence. About names that refuse to stay buried.

And about the cost of remembering.



Chapter One

Low Tide

The river gave the body back at dawn.

It lay caught against the pilings beneath the bridge, turning slowly in the grey water as the fog thinned and the city woke around it. Barges passed without slowing. A gull cried overhead. The Thames had always been good at returning



Chapter Two

Men Who Remember

Arthur Bell arrived after the river had already decided what it would give up.

The body was gone, lifted out before the fog fully burned away, but the smell remained — river water, oil, and something faintly copper that never quite left once you noticed it. Bell stood at the edge of the embankment, hands in his coat pockets, watching a constable scrub at the stone where the Thames had kissed it last.

“No need for you here,” a voice said behind him.

Bell didn’t turn right away. He let the sentence settle, the way he always did. Orders sounded different when you didn’t rush to meet them.

Inspector Hargreaves stood a few feet back, collar crisp, boots clean. He looked like a man who had never needed to lean over a river to see what it kept.

“I wasn’t called,” Bell said. “I came.”

Hargreaves’s mouth tightened. “That’s usually the problem.”

Bell finally turned. “You’ve already decided what it is?”

“A drowning,” Hargreaves said without hesitation. “Drunk. Unlucky. The river does the rest.”
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