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​DISCLAIMER!

Degreed but Disposable is a social critique born from the trenches of the Kenyan labor market. To keep our trail clear and the ideas moving, I’ve skipped the academic footnotes and in-text citations that usually clutter these types of books. My goal is flow, not formality.

While the numbers and scenarios I mention are rooted in real-world patterns and public data, they aren't meant to be absolute, static truths. They are snapshots of a system that is subjective, evolving, and; let’s be honest; often chaotic.

The data isn't fictional, but the perspective is mine. The struggle, however, is ours. Consider this a spark for a dialogue, not a peer-reviewed lecture.



​AUTHOR’S NOTE

This book was written out of frustration, observation, and lived reality.

Kenya is producing more graduates than ever before, yet meaningful work is becoming increasingly difficult to access. Degrees are earned, ceremonies are held, hope is renewed; and then quietly deferred. For many young people, the promise of education no longer guarantees dignity, stability, or opportunity.

I did not write this book as an expert removed from the problem, but as a participant within it. The stories, arguments, and critiques that follow are shaped by what I have seen, sometimes experienced, and questioned over time. Some conclusions are uncomfortable. Some observations are subjective. All of them are intentional.

This is not a policy manual, nor is it a neutral academic study. It is a social critique, one that challenges systems we have normalized, questions narratives we have been taught to accept, and asks whether the future we are preparing young people for actually exists.

​If this book unsettles you, that is by design.
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​CHAPTER 2: THE CAMPUS STRUGGLE
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Immediately we set foot out of the high school gates; we clearly understood what we already knew about what our final examination results were going to be like. We could easily approximate the grade we were going to come out with, whether we qualified to join public universities; a place promising not only a stable future, but also an indispensable brain and respect in society.  

What remained was a few weeks of emotional preparation for the marking and release of results. Those weeks often seemed normal for most people, but for others, they came with immense waiting and constant thinking: autonomy, freedom, environmental change, more structured learning.  

One part that tends to be overlooked is how all of this is afforded. The few weeks of expected enthusiasm and happiness slowly dissolve into a time for quiet reflection and cautious optimism. Then comes the reality: the fundraising hurdles, the sale of that one livestock or two that served as the family’s final barrier to absolute poverty, and the begging for support from distant relatives.
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