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Description

Take a fun tour through the rich history of Indiana using Central Indiana Day Trips as your guidebook. This tourism guide will help visitors find all of the historical treasures in south central Indiana.

Central Indiana Cities and Towns

East Central Indiana has some wonderful cities and towns ranging from charming small towns like Noblesville, Franklin and Danville to Indiana's capital city, Indianapolis. Each of these towns and cities has many things to do for your family as it explores the regions roads and highways. 

Central Indiana Wineries

Central Indiana has several interesting wineries that produce some fascinating wines. 

Central Indiana State and Local Parks

From parks along the White River to wonderful woodland hikes, the parks in Central Indiana include two state parks, several nature reserves and some relaxing local parks. These provide some great day trips for people to explore to hike, picnic or just plain enjoy nature. They provide fun things to do in Central Indiana.

Central Indiana Museums and Historic Sites

Explorers in the area can stage a day trip to learn the region's rich history by visiting the museums and markers located in the various cities and towns of Central Indiana. Many host interesting family events that are fun and educational

The counties included in this historical travel book include:

Boone

Hamilton

Hendrix 

Johnson 

Marion
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Author Note:

The author strives for accuracy, however even he is capable of making mistakes. If the reader sees an error, contact the author and he will make corrections, if possible.
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All rights reserved.

If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.

Paul R. Wonning

mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com

Facebook Mossy Feet Books
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Boone County

County Seat - Lebanon

Area - 423.25 sq mi 

Population - 65,875 (2017)

Founded - April 1, 1830

Named for- Daniel Boone

County Government

Boone County Courthouse

212 Courthouse Square

Lebanon, IN 46052

765-482-3510

http://www.boonecounty.in.gov/

Tourism Information

Boone County Convention & Visitors Bureau

PO Box 644

Lebanon, IN 46052

info@boonecvb.com

http://boonecvb.com/

Boone County Fairgrounds

1300 E 100 S

Lebanon, IN 46052

765.482.0750

http://boonefairgrounds.com/Adjacent counties

Surrounding Counties

Clinton County (north)

Hamilton County (east)

Marion County (southeast)

Hendricks County (south)

Montgomery County (west)

History

The Indiana General Assembly created Boone County on April 1, 1830, naming it for famous outdoorsman and explorer, Daniel Boone.

Daniel Boone (November 2, 1734 (Old Style, October 22) – September 26, 1820)

A native of Berks County, Pennsylvania, Daniel was the son of Squire Boone Sr. and his wife Sarah (Morgan) Boone. Daniel spent his early years on the Pennsylvania frontier where his exploits have become the gist of many legends. As a young man, he earned his living as a long hunter. Through his journeys into the wilderness, he found the land called Kentucky, where he would gain fame as a hunter, explorer, woodsman, and frontiersman. He would serve three terms in the Virginia Assembly and fight at the Battle of Blue Licks during the Revolutionary War. 

Longhunter

A long hunter, or market hunter, was a professional hunter that often spent long periods in the wilderness hunting. These trips would be for six months or more. Most of Boone's companions were long hunters, accustomed to fending for themselves for long periods in the wilderness. Their skills included hunting, trapping, stalking, hiding, reading sign, and building shelters. Since the lifestyle required large tracts of unsettled lands, it largely ended by 1780, though a few still subsisted that way well into the 1800's.

Cities and towns

Advance

Jamestown

Lebanon

Thorntown

Ulen

Whitestown

Major highways

Interstate 65

Interstate 74

Interstate 465

Interstate 865

U.S. Route 52

U.S. Route 421

Indiana State Road 32

Indiana State Road 39

Indiana State Road 47

Indiana State Road 75

Indiana State Road 267

Indiana State Road 334

Historical Attractions of Boone County

Lebanon

Boone County Historical Society

Thorntown

Thorntown Historical Museum

Zionsville

Lebanon

An early settler's perception that the hickory trees that grew in the new settlements site resembled the Biblical cedars of Lebanon led to the town's name, Lebanon. 

County - Boone

Area - 15.58 sq mi 

Elevation - 938 ft 

Population (2010) - 15,792

ZIP code - 46052

Area code - 765

Major Highways

Interstate 65

US 52

Indiana State Road 32

Indiana State Road 39

Historical Attractions

Boone County Historical Society

Built in 1893 the Cragun House serves as the headquarters of the Boone County Historical Society. 

PO Box 141 or 404 

West Main Street

Lebanon, IN46052

765-483-9414

http://www.boonecountyhistorical.org/

Title of Marker:

The Boone County REMC

Location:

I-65 southbound rest stop, 1.5 miles north of exit 146 & SR 47, 7.5 miles north of Lebanon. (Boone County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Indiana Statewide Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives, Inc. 1985

Marker ID #: 

06.1985.2

Marker Text: 

The Boone County REMC built Indiana's first electric cooperative line to the Clark Woody farm 5 miles west of this site with funds borrowed from the Rural Electrification Administration, July 22, 1935.

Brief History

By the 1930's most cities and towns had electricity. Rural areas and small towns remained without it.

Rural Electrification Administration

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt established the Rural Electrification Administration on May 11, 1935. This provided an administrative framework for providing electricity to rural areas and allowed local cooperatives to borrow money to install lines. After the REA was established, cooperative Rural Electrification Membership Cooperatives (REMC) formed throughout the country. Crews went from house to house installing access wires, fuse boxes and outlets. A typical installation included:

A 60-amp range circuit

A 20-amp kitchen circuit

Two or three 15-amp lighting circuits

Most of these installations had only one outlet, as electric powered appliances were rare and expensive. Many older homes still have some components of these early systems, although most have been added to or upgraded. 

Rural Electrification Membership Cooperatives 

These cooperatives purchased power from other utilities at wholesale prices. the cooperatives used a higher voltage system that allowed wiring runs of up to forty miles. Many areas that previously had no electricity now had it. 

Boone County Rural Electric Membership Corporation

Incorporated as the Boone County Rural Electric Membership Corporation, the cooperative was the first electric cooperative established in Indiana that received one of the REA loans. It was the second in the nation that received a loan and energized lines for member’s electric service.

Thorntown.

Title of Marker:

Indian Cemetery Eel River Tribe of Miamis

Location:

North side of SR 47, 0.5 mile east of Thorntown. As of 1/2004, marker to be reinstalled. (Boone County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Indiana Historical Society, 1961

Marker ID #: 

06.1961.1

Marker Text: 

Ka-wi-a-ki-un-gi Village "Place of Thorns" (Thorntown) was center of 64, 000-acre Thorntown Indian Reserve. Granted to Eel River Miamis in 1818, ceded to U.S. in 1828.

Brief History

The Eel River branch of the Miami Indian Tribe occupied the area around Thorntown from about 1670 until 1828. When Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 it started a concerted effort to oust the native tribes from their traditional lands. Territorial Governor William Henry Harrison signed several treaties during his tenure that secured most of the land in what would become Indiana for settlement. The process continued after statehood in 1816. The 1818 Treaty of St. Mary's provided the Miami tribe to cede lands along the Wabash River to the United States. The treaty permitted the Miami to have a strip of land ten miles square, known as the Thorntown Indian Preserve. Due to the provisions of the 1826 Treaty of Mississinewa, the Miami ceded the remainder of their lands to the United States. 

Thorntown

County - Boone

Township - Sugar Creek

Area - 0.60 sq miles

Elevation - 856 ft 

Population (2010) - 1,520

ZIP code - 46071

Area code(s) - 765

Thorntown is located at the intersection of Indiana State Roads 47 and 75, midway between Lafayette and Indianapolis. It is a short distance from I-65 at Exit 148. Sugar Creek passes just north of the town.

Platted in 1831, the name Thorntown is the English translation of the Miami village that existed near the site before white settlement. For more information on the history of Thorntown, visit:

Thorntown Heritage Museum 

The Thorntown Historical Museum includes pioneer and Amerindian artifacts from the area.

Thorntown Heritage Museum 

124 North Market Street 

Thorntown, IN 46071

765-436-7348

https://www.thorntownpl.org/heritage-museum/

Zionsville

County - Boone

Area - 10.30 sq mi 

Elevation - 843 ft 

Population (2010) - 14,160

ZIP code - 46077

Area code - 317

Named for an early settler, William Zion, the town was platted in 1852 when the railroad came into the area. The brick paved historic downtown includes many unique shops and eateries. Walking tours are available of the downtown area. 

Major Highways

Interstate 465

Interstate 865

US 52

US 421

For information about dining, lodging and shopping in Zionsville, contact:

SullivanMunce Cultural Center

The center serves as a welcome center, museum, art, history and genealogy facility for the town of Zionsville. 

SullivanMunce Cultural Center

205-225 West Hawthorne Street

Zionsville, IN 46077

317-873-4900

https://www.sullivanmunce.org/

Fanimation Antique Fan Museum

10983 Bennett Parkway

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-733-4113

https://www.fanimation.com/museum

Title of Marker:

Patrick H. Sullivan 1794-1879

Location:

225 W. Hawthorne at the P. H. Sullivan Museum, Zionsville. (Boone County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by the Zionsville Historical Society 1962

Marker ID #: 

06.1962.1

Marker Text: 

Patrick H. Sullivan was the first white settler in Boone County, 1823, and built the first log cabin. In 1857, he bought this site and lived here until 1872. He served in the War of 1812.

This from the Indiana Historical Bureau Report"

"This marker topic does not meet current guidelines for state or national significance. The Indiana Historical Bureau no longer marks topics with only local significance. IHB now avoids the use of subjective and superlative terms such as “first,” “only,” and “most.” Such claims are often not verifiable and/or require extensive qualification to be truly accurate. That is the case with this marker’s claims that Sullivan was the “first white settler” and his home was the “first” log cabin."

The author could find no additional information about this marker.

Title of Marker:

Geographical Center of Indiana

Location:

US 421, 1.5 miles north of SR 334, Zionsville, IN 46077 (Boone County, Indiana)

Marker no longer standing.

Installed by:

Erected by Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

06.1966.1

Marker Text: 

This spot was once the center of the town of Clarkston (or Hamilton), Eagle Township, Boone County, which was abandoned about 1880.

Brief History

The author could find no further information on this marker.

Title of Marker:

Michigan Road

Location:

West side of US 421, north of 121st Street, north & east of Zionsville. (Boone County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

06.1966.2

Marker Text: 

With proceeds from the sale of 170, 580 acres of Indian land granted by the Federal Government, Indiana built its first north-south road. Surveyed 1829, passable by 1834, "completed" in 1837, its cost was $242, 000.00. 

Brief History

Michigan Road 

Michigan Road is one of the oldest roads in Indiana, built in the early 1800's to connect Madison, Indiana with Michigan City. When the Indiana State Government moved from Corydon, Indiana to Indianapolis, the legislators and governor found themselves in isolation. There were no good roads leading to the new capital city and the White River was not navigable. They sought to rectify this by passing legislation to build the first "superhighway" in the State of Indiana. To accomplish their goal, they needed to negotiate a treaty with the Pottawattamie Indian Tribe and clear a vast swath of trees the length of the state. 

Madison 

The first settlers began populating the site now known as Madison, Indiana around 1806. The town was incorporated in 1809, seven years before Indiana became a state. It is location along the Ohio River caused it to become an important town in the early state's history. In 1836 the Madison & Indianapolis Railroad was completed, connecting the growing city with the new state capital. The state's first major highway was the Michigan Road, commissioned in 1828. Construction began in 1830 and the road was completed in 1837. The Michigan Road, later to become State Road 29, ran from Madison, Indiana to Michigan City on Lake Michigan in the north. It ran through Indianapolis, connecting the state capital to the Ohio River and Lake Michigan. So, by the 1840's, Madison was connected to the northern part of the state by road and rail.

Half of Early Pioneers Used the Road

Over half of the pioneers settling Indiana passed along this road, and this influx of traffic allowed Madison, Indiana to grow. Competing rail lines caused the railroad to fail, and other routes opened, causing Madison, Indiana to fall in importance while other cities grew. The population maintained itself from the Civil War until the late 1900's. A program of downtown renewal has resulted in the creation of a vibrant small city along the banks of the Ohio River. The historic downtown has been revitalized, a river walk built along the river and there are exciting events all year, making Madison, Indiana a picturesque and inviting town to visit.

Michigan City 

The need for a good harbor on Lake Michigan spurred the development of Michigan City. A real estate developer named Isaac C. Elston purchased 200 acres along the lakeshore in 1830. He recorded the plat in 1833. Michigan City incorporated in 1836. The completion of the Michigan Road in 1837 connected the growing city with Indianapolis and the Ohio River far to the south. 

Treaty with the Pottawatomie, 1826

The planned route of the road lay is land still claimed by the Pottawattamie Indian Tribe, of which several hundred still lived in the area. To complete the road, the state needed to conclude a treaty with the tribe. This tribe and the state concluded this treaty on October 13, 1836. By terms of the treaty, the tribe conceded a strip of land 100 feet wide through their lands. 

Construction of the Road

The legislation called for a road 100 feet wide, with the center thirty feet to be free of stumps. The state contracted out one-mile-long increments of the road to the lowest bidder. The first fifteen miles of road leading from Madison took over a year to build. The road traveled north from Madison to Napoleon, Indiana and on to Indianapolis. 

Indiana State Road 29 followed much of the old route, which today has been superseded by several other highways and roads.

US 421 Follows Michigan Road

US Route 421 north of Madison follows some of the route of this early highway, and a section along Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge follows the original route of this early, historic road as it worked its way north. It begins at an intersection with US 421 about one mile north of the Jefferson County Line. A Morgan's Raid Marker is just off on the left as the road begins. For the first 5.1 miles, Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge borders the west side of the road.

Michigan Road crosses US Route 50 about 10.5 miles from its inception on US 421.

Napoleon

Michigan Road ends about 8.8 miles north of US 50 at an intersection just south of Napoleon, Indiana. As it turns just near the northern end, the original route of the road may be seen along the western edge of the cemetery. From Napoleon, the old road follows US 421 to Logansport. From there State Road 25 followed the original route to Rochester, Indiana. U.S. Route 31 followed the original route from Rochester to South Bend, Indiana. State Road 2 and U.S. Route 20 follow the original road from South Bend to Michigan City. Short sections still exist in Indianapolis.

The Michigan Road was an important early conduit of travel and commerce in the State of Indiana's early history, and it still exists in short sections. Another section survives in Decatur and Shelby counties.

Title of Marker

Henry C. Ulen, 1871-1963

Location: 

Ulen Country Club, 100 Country Club Dr., Lebanon (Boone County), Indiana 46052 

Installed 

2021 Indiana Historical Bureau and the Henry C. Ulen Foundation

ID#: 

06.2021.1

Text

Side One:

Henry C. Ulen, an international contractor from Boone County, founded multiple construction companies in the early 1900s. His companies’ infrastructure projects, including the Marathon Dam in Greece, parts of the Trans-Iranian and Trans-Andean railroads, a sewage system in Uruguay, and New York City’s Shandaken Tunnel, provided water and electricity to millions.

Side Two:

In the 1920s, Ulen helped establish and financed the development of the Town of Ulen and Ulen Country Club for his executives and the community. In 1929, he moved Ulen & Co.’s headquarters from New York City to Lebanon. A quiet philanthropist, Ulen donated to many public improvement causes and organizations, including Witham Memorial Hospital. He is buried in Lebanon.

Brief History by the Author

Henry C. Ulen (June 12, 1871 - May 17, 1963)

The son of Henry Clay and Sarah Catherine Pinnell Ulen, Henry was native to Lebanon, Indiana. During his youth his school attendance was interrupted by his adventorous spirit as he hopped trains to ride to Chicago, Cincinnati and other midwestern cities. When he got older he worked as a telegraph operator and as a journalist for the Indianapolis Journal and a Chicago newspaper. He studied law after which he obtained a job as an attorney for a Chicago construction company. In short order he was the head of the firm's legal department. 

He started his own construction company, the Ulen Construction Company. After about a decade his company evolved into one of the world's leading construction companies. In the United States he constructed an 80 mile long irrigation canal in Texas and the Catskill water works in New York. Internationally his projects include several sewer systems in South America, a railway that crossed the Andes Mountains 15,000 feet above sea level and munipal projects in Chile, Uruguay and other countries. 

Wishing to develop a utopian community, he established a town just outside Lebanon called Ulen in 1924. The town incorporated in 1929. During his lifetime he and his wife Eloise involved themselves in many philanthropic projects. After his death he was interred at Oak Hill Cemetery Lebanon, Boone County, Indiana.

Local Parks

Abner Longley Park

1601 Longley Drive

Lebanon. IN 46052

765-482-1201

Brookshire Arboretum

2225 IN-39, 

Lebanon, IN 46052

https://www.seashorewaterpark.org/167/Our-Parks

M.E.L.S. At The Starlite Drive-In Theatre

8721 N. State Route 39

Thorntown. IN 46147

765-325-2230

http://www.melsdrive-intheatre.com/

Lions Park

115 S. Elm St.

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-399-5221

http://zionsvillelions.com/

Sullivanmunce Cultural Center

225 W. Hawthorne St.

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-873-4900

https://www.sullivanmunce.org/

Memorial Park

130 E. Ulen Drive

Lebanon. IN 46077

765-482-8660

Mulberry Fields

9645 Whitestown Road

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-733-2273

Turkeyfoot Nature Park

4795 Turkeyfoot Avenue

Zionsville, IN 46077

https://www.zionsville-in.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Turkey-Foot-Park-15

Seashore Water Park

130 E. Ulen Drive

Lebanon. IN 46052

765-482-8860

Starkey Park

667 Sugarbush Dr

Zionsville, IN 46077

https://www.zionsville-in.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Starkey-Nature-Park-4

Public Access Sites

Boone's Pond

Waterbody: Boones Pond

County: Boone

Maintained By: Wilbur Wright Fish & Wildlife Area

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude : 39.985291, -86.394799

––––––––
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Wineries & Breweries

Klooz Brewz

125 N. Meridian St.

Lebanon. IN 46052

765-484-8282

https://kloozbrewz.com/

Hopwood Cellars Winery & William Rose Distillery

12 E Cedar St, 

Zionsville, IN 46077

317-873-4099

https://www.hopwoodcellars.com/

Moontown Brewing Co.

345 S. Bowers St.

Whitestown. IN 46075

1-317-769-3880

https://www.moontownbeer.com/home

Golf

Golf Club of Indiana

6905 S 525 E

Whitestown, IN 46075

https://www.golfindiana.com/

Zionsville Golf Practice Center

2301 US-421

Zionsville, IN 46077

1-317-873-2222

http://www.zionsvillegolfcenter.net/

Cool Lake Golf Club

520 E 750 N,

Lebanon, IN 46052

1-765-325-9271

https://coollakegolfclub.com/

Agritourism

Albert's Farmers Market

8995 E 200 S

Zionsville, IN 46077

317-769-3221

Zionsville Farmers Market

Hawthorne & Main Street

Zionsville, IN  46077

http://www.zionsvillefarmersmarket.org/

Lebanon City Market

309 S Lebanon St.

Lebanon, IN  46052

https://www.facebook.com/LebanonCityMarket/

Maplelawn Farmstead

9575 Whitestown Road

Zionsville. IN 46077

https://maplelawnfarmstead.org/

Miscellaneous

Art In Hand Gallery

211 S. Main St.

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-733-8426

https://www.artinhandgallery.com/

Lebanon 7 Goodrich Quality Theaters

1600 N. Lebanon St

Lebanon. IN 46052

765-482-1400

https://www.goodrichqualitytheaters.com/

Three K Racing

2685 Pittsboro Rd

Lebanon, IN 46052

765-482-4273

https://www.facebook.com/3KRacing

The Thomas Kinkade Zionsville Gallery

104 S. Main St.

Zionsville. IN 46077

317.873.3288

Traders Point Indoor Playground

6950 S. Indianapolis Road

Whitestown. IN 46075

317-769-5557

https://www.tpcc.org/thepark/

Center Stage Community Theatre

604 Powell St.

Lebanon. IN 4652

765-894-5587

https://centerstagecommunitytheatre.com/

Sugar Creek Art Center

127 S. Pearl St.

Thorntown. IN 46071

765-436-7102

http://www.sugarcreekarts.org/

Zionsville Performing Arts Center

1000 Mulberry St.

Zionsville. IN 46077

317-873-3355

https://www.zvilleperformingarts.org/

Boone County Auto Tours

Michigan Road Auto Tour

Back to Table of Contents

Hamilton County

County Facts

County Seat - Noblesville 

Area - 402.44 sq mi

Population - (2014) 302,623

Founded - 1823

Named for- Alexander Hamilton

County Government

Hamilton County Courthouse

1 Hamilton County Square

Suite 157

Noblesville, IN 46060

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/

Tourism Information

Hamilton County Tourism, Inc.

37 E. Main Street

Carmel, Indiana 46032

317-848-3181

800-776-8687

http://www.visithamiltoncounty.com/

Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds

2003 Pleasant Street, 

Noblesville IN 46060

317-776-0854 

https://www.hamiltoncofairgrounds.com/

History

The Treaty of St. Mary's ended Amerindian possession of the area now known as Hamilton County. William Conner became the first white settler in the area. Conner and other settlers in the area applied to the Indiana state legislature to form a county during the 1822 - 1823 sessions. The legislation passed the legislature the governor signed the legislation on January 8, 1823. The law establishing Hamilton County became effective on April 7, 1823. The Hamilton County commissioners met for the first time on May 5, 1823 at William Conner's home. The county takes its name from Alexander Hamilton.

William Conner (December 10, 1777 – August 28, 1855) 

The son of Richard and Margaret Boyer Conner, William was a native of Lichtenau, Ohio. The British moved the family to Fort Detroit for protection during the Revolutionary War. He and his brother James moved into the central Indiana area in 1800. While small, he and his brother had lived in close association with the native tribes, so they were familiar with their customs. During this early period, William served in the Indiana militia, and acted as interpreter to the Amerindians for Governor William Henry Harrison. He also had six children with a Delaware woman named Mekingis, who was the daughter of a native chief, William Anderson. When the Delaware left Indiana for an area west of the Mississippi River in 1820, Mekingis took her six children along. There is disagreement among historians whether she and William were legally married. After his family departed, he married Elizabeth Chapman. The two had ten children together. Conner had built a trading post just south of the current city of Noblesville and built several trading routes from central Indiana to the Ohio River. The council that chose the site for Indianapolis met at his trading post, as did the Hamilton County commissioners during their first meetings. 

Alexander Hamilton (January 11, 1755 or 1757 – July 12, 1804) 

Born out of wedlock in the West Indies, Hamilton's mother died when he was a small child. After a devastating hurricane swept through the West Indies, Hamilton migrated to the North American colonies in 1773. He became a leading figure in the American Revolution and helped establish the American financial system after the war. Aaron Burr fatally wounded Hamilton in a duel on July 12, 1804. 

Cities and Towns in Hamilton County

Arcadia

Atlanta

Carmel

Cicero

Fishers

Noblesville

Sheridan

Westfield

Major highways

Interstate 69

Interstate 465

U.S. Route 31

U.S. Route 421

Indiana State Road 19

Indiana State Road 32

Indiana State Road 37

Indiana State Road 38

Indiana State Road 47

Adjacent counties

Tipton County (North)

Madison County (East)

Hancock County (Southeast)

Marion County (South)

Boone County (West)

Clinton County (Northwest)

Cities and towns

Arcadia

Atlanta

Carmel

Cicero

Fishers

Noblesville

Sheridan

Westfield

Historic Attractions

Arcadia

Arcadia Arts & Heritage Depot

Atlanta

Roads Hotel - Ghost Hunts

Roberts Family Settlement

Carmel

Museum Of Miniature Houses & Other Collections

Carmel Monon Depot Museum

Coxhall Gardens

Fishers

Conner Prairie

Fishers Train Station

The Historic Ambassador House & Heritage Gardens

Conner Prairie

Fishers Train Station

Noblesville

Hamilton County Museum Of History And Old Sheriff's Residence And Jail

Historic Noblesville Square

Potter's Bridge Park

Strawtown Koteewi Park

Plymouth

Historic Michigan Road

Sheridan

Boxley Cabin/Veterans Park

Westfield 

Fallen Hoosiers Memorial

Westfield-Washington Historical Society & Museum

Unseenpress.Com - Historic Ghost Walk Tours

Arcadia

County - Hamilton

Area - 0.56 sq mi 

Elevation - 860 ft 

Population - 1,666

ZIP code - 46030

Area code - 317

History

Named after the ancient Greek region, the town was founded in 1849. It is located on Indiana State Road 19.

Arcadia Arts & Heritage Depot

Visit a restored train station and learn the story of a small American town.

Arcadia Arts & Heritage Depot

107 West South Street

Arcadia, IN 46030

(317) 946-6792

https://nickelplateexpress.com/arcadia-depot/

Historic Marker

Ryan White 

Location: 

Hamilton Heights Middle School, 420 West North St., Arcadia (Hamilton County, Indiana) 46030

Installed 

2019 Indiana Historical Bureau and Hamilton Heights School Corporation

ID#: 

29.2019.1

Visit the Indiana History Blog or listen to the Talking Hoosier History podcast to learn more about how Ryan White and Tony Cook, Hamilton Heights principal, used education to overcome AIDS stigma.

Text

Side One

Kokomo native Ryan White was diagnosed with AIDS in 1984 after contracting the virus from a contaminated hemophilia treatment. He faced intense discrimination from his community in a time of fear and misunderstanding about AIDS and was prevented from attending school in his hometown. Hamilton Heights High School welcomed White in 1987 after the family moved to Cicero.

Side Two

Anticipating White’s arrival, Hamilton Heights developed an acclaimed AIDS education campaign. White raised national AIDS awareness while battling the disease and spoke before the Presidential Commission on the HIV Epidemic. He was named Sagamore of the Wabash for his advocacy. The Ryan White CARE Act, providing funds for HIV/AIDS treatment, passed soon after his death.

Ryan White (December 6, 1971 – April 8, 1990)

The son of Hubert Wayne and Jeanne Elaine (Hale) White, Ryan was native to Kokomo, Indiana. When his parents had him circumcised at birth, the bleeding continued long after it should have stopped. The medical staff at St. Joseph Memorial Hospital diagnosed him with severe hemophilia A. The diagnosis required him to be treated with weekly transfusions of a pooled plasma blood product called factor VIII. 

Hemophilia

Hemophilia is more prevalent in males and is usually genetic in origin. It is caused by a lack of blood clotting proteins in the blood. Prolonged bleeding after an injury, deep or large bruises, pain and swelling in the joints. In most patients bleeding only occurs after a cut, scratch or surgery. In severe cases bleeding can occur for no reason. One concern is internal bleeding which may go undetected for a long time. Bleeding into the brain after a head bump is also a concern. There is no cure for the disease. Treatment includes regular injections of a clotting agent specific to the form of hemophilia the patient has. 

Factor VIII 

Factor VIII is a protein which is manufactured in the liver. It is a key element in the body's ability to coagulate blood after an injury. Blood plasma donations from blood donors can be used to provide Factor VIII to patients suffering from certain types of hemophilia. 

HIV

A virus causes the disease called HIV (human immunodeficiency virus). This virus attacks cells in the human body that help fight off infection. The disease makes those afflicted more vulnerable to other diseases and infections. Left untreated, HIV progresses into AIDS. 

AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome)

AIDS is the late-stage form of HIV after it had damaged the body’s immune system to a large degree. 

Causes

HIV is caused by unprotected sex with an infected person or intravenous drug use in which users share needles with an infected person. It can also come from contaminated blood products, which is how Ryan White contracted the disease. Left untreated, the average life span is about three years. Once AIDS sets in, life expectancy is about one year. Once a patient contracts HIV, there is no cure. Modern HIV drugs can delay or prevent people with the disease from progressing to AIDS. Today donated blood is tested for HIV, however testing was not available in the 1980's, as AIDS was a completely new disease. 

History

The condition known as AIDS was first discovered in 1981. As it was such a new disease there was a lot of fear about it, as it was a fatal disease with unknown causes. It was not until the cause of the condition, the HIV virus, was not discovered until 1984. Researchers believe that the disease originated in chimpanzees and migrated to humans sometime before 1930. Chimpanzees are a source of food in Africa. Researchers think that hunters came into contact with infected blood during hunting expeditions during that time in the region around Cameroon. Some contracted the disease, and it began spreading. Sometime in the early 1980's the disease began to appear in Western countries. The means of transmission was not well understood, and many doctors believed it could spread by casual transmission. Because the disease was so new and since it was fatal it was natural for people to fear those that had it. This was the case for Ryan. 

Ryan Diagnosed With AIDS

Ryan was diagnosed with AIDS on December 17, 1984, during a lung biopsy. At that point, doctors believed he had only six months to live. He did improve and requested readmittance to his school at Western Middle School in Russiaville. Concerned parents at the school pressured the school board to deny his request. He was allowed to attend for one day, however half of the school's students stayed home on that day. In April he was allowed to return, however many of the parents withheld them from school and started an alternative school. 

Schism in the Community

Division within the community continued. The school required him to use a separate bathroom and eat his lunch with disposable utensils. He had few friends, and he was unhappy. The family received death threats. The situation peaked when someone fired a bullet through a living room window when the family was not at home. The White family decided to leave Kokomo. 

Move to Arcadia

Hamilton Heights High School welcomed him to classes August 31, 1986. The school had held educational sessions with the students prior to his admission and some students shook his hand when he appeared. 

National AIDS Spokesman

Ryan became a national spokesman for AIDS during the last years of his life. He appeared on several national television shows and spoke to the President's Commission on the HIV Epidemic in 1988. His last public appearance was with former President Ronald Reagan and his wife Nancy during the Oscar ceremony on March 29, 1989. His health deteriorated further, and he passed away on April 8, 1990

Atlanta

County - Hamilton

Area - 0.30 sq mi 

Elevation - 863 ft 

Population - 725

ZIP code - 46031

Area code - 765

General Michael Sheil founded Atlanta in 1834 from Ireland. Atlanta is located on Indiana State Road 19. 

The Town of Atlanta Indiana

https://atlantaindiana.com/

Roberts Family Settlement

Visit a settlement created by escaping slaves on the Indiana frontier.

Roberts Family Settlement

276th St & E 33rd

Atlanta, IN

https://www.robertssettlement.org/

Carmel

County - Hamilton

Area - 48.55 sq mi 

Elevation - 853 ft 

Population (2010) - 79,191

ZIP codes - 46032, 46033, 46082, 46280

Area code - 317

Originally founded by Quakers as Bethlehem in 1837, residents changed the name to Carmel in 1874 when the city incorporated. 

Major Highways

Interstate 465

US 31

US 421

US 52

For shopping, dining and lodging information about Carmel, visit:

Carmel City Magazine

2138 Wilshire Blvd.

Indianapolis, IN46228

317-590-0977

https://explorecarmelin.com/

Museum Of Miniature Houses & Other Collections

Transport yourself into the magical world of miniatures at the Museum Of Miniature Houses & Other Collections. 

Museum Of Miniature Houses & Other Collections

111 East Main Street

Carmel, IN 46032

(317) 575-9466

https://museumofminiatures.org/

Coxhall Gardens

Enjoy the melody of the Carillion Bell Tower as you stroll this 125 acre garden.

Coxhall Gardens

11677 Towne Road

Carmel, IN 46032

(317) 770-4400

http://www.visithamiltoncounty.com/listings/Coxhall-Gardens/246/0/

CMG Worldwide Legends Museum

Visit a restored train depot and learn Carmel's history. 

Carmel Clay Historical Society

211 1st St. S.W.

Carmel, IN 46032

(317) 846-7117

(317) 570-5000

carmelclayhistory@yahoo.com

https://carmelclayhistory.org/

Fishers

County - Hamilton

Area - 35.84 sq mi 

Elevation - 817 ft 

Population (2010) - 76,794

ZIP codes - 46038, 46037, 46040

Area code - 317

William Conner settled the area in 1802. Conner Prairie is the site where he built his cabin and trading post to trade with the local natives. 

For shopping, dining and lodging information in Fishers, contact:

City Hall 

1 Municipal Drive

Fishers, IN 46038 

317-595-3111

https://www.fishers.in.us/

Major Highways

Interstate 69

Indiana State Road 39

Conner Prairie

Enjoy the pioneer experience at Conner Prairie, the regions largest attraction. Live demonstrations and events allow visitors to participate in many chores and crafts the pioneers needed to survive. 

Conner Prairie

13400 Allisonville Road

Fishers, IN 46038

https://www.connerprairie.org/

Fishers Train Station

The trains of the Indiana Transportation stop here on occasion.

Fishers Train Station

11601 Municipal Drive

Fishers, IN 46038

https://www.fishers.in.us/

The Historic Ambassador House & Heritage Gardens

Visit a restored 1826 home and garden.

The Historic Ambassador House & Heritage Gardens

10595 Eller Road

Fishers, IN 46038

(317) 845-4265

http://ambassadorhouse.org/

Title of Marker

Grave Robbing Scandal

Location:

Southeast of the Fishers Fire Department, Station #92, near 11595 Brooks School Rd, Fishers (Hamilton County), 46037

Installed 2022 Indiana Historical Bureau, Friends of the Fishers Historical Society, The Historic Ambassador House, and Fall Creek Township

ID#: 

29.2022.1

Text

Side One

By the early 1900s, Indianapolis was home to multiple medical education institutions which required corpses for dissection-based learning. Extant laws failed to provide enough bodies for this use, generating a lucrative black market. In 1902, Indianapolis resident Rufus Cantrell was arrested and charged with grave robbing, starting a widely publicized scandal.

Side Two

Cantrell implicated local farmer Hampton West, Indianapolis physician Dr. Joseph Alexander, and many others in a far-reaching grave robbing syndicate. A Hamilton County jury convicted West of robbing a grave in a cemetery near here. In 1903, the Indiana General Assembly created the State Anatomical Board to oversee the distribution of cadavers to medical schools. 

Brief History by the Author

Grave robbing was a common crime during the mid to late Nineteenth Century. Grave robbers, variously called "ghouls," or "resurrections" were frequently employed by doctors to dig up fresh corpses to use for dissection purposes. Historical accounts of families ordering their dead relatives exhumed for various reasons found astonishingly high rates of coffins containing only the clothing of the deceased. Grave robbers frequently stripped the bodies of clothing, doubled them up in a sack, placed the clothing back in the coffin and re-interred the coffin. Many historians think that many of the graves in older cemeteries contain only empty coffins. Grave robbing, though lucrative, was not without its risks. Ghouls caught in the act by cemetery guards were frequently imprisoned and some were shot and killed in the act. It was common practice for the ghouls to deliver these bodies through the basement entrance of a university during the late night or early morning hours. 

Anatomical Education Program

The Indiana General Assembly created the Anatomical Education Program to create a legal supply of cadavers needed for medical research in 1903. People can choose to donate their bodies after death to be used in various forms of research by medical colleges and universities. After use, the body is cremated and either interred at Crown Hill cemetery or returned to the family. After death, a physician receives permission from the family and calls the State Anatomical Board to report the availability of the body. After a brief screening, the Board accepts the body, provides transportation to the facility, notifies Social Security of the death, embalms the body and takes care of other paperwork.

Noblesville

History included in Conner Street Historic District

Historic Noblesville Square

Visit unique shops and eateries at on Historic Noblesville Square.

Historic Noblesville Square

(317) 776-6324

https://www.cityofnoblesville.org/

Potter's Bridge Park

Visit Hamilton County's only remaining covered bridge at this sixty-six-acre park. 

19401 North Allisonville Road

Noblesville, IN 46060

(317) 770-4400

See Historical Marker

Hamilton County Museum Of History And Old Sheriff's Residence And Jail

Located on the Noblesville Town Square, the museum preserves Hamilton County heritage. 

Hamilton County Museum Of History And Old Sheriff's Residence And Jail

810 Conner Street

Noblesville, IN 46060

317-770-0775

https://www.hamiltoncoinhs.com/

Strawtown Koteewi Park

Visitors may see an active archeological dig conducted by students from Ball State University, IPFW, Indiana University and Indiana State University.

Strawtown Koteewi Park

12308 West Strawtown Avenue

Noblesville, IN 46060

(317) 774-2574

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Strawtown-Koteewi-Park-11

Title of Marker:

Conner Street Historic District

Location:

Conner Street and 17th Street, Noblesville. (Hamilton County, Indiana)

Installed by:

2005 Indiana Historical Bureau and Noblesville Preservation Alliance

Marker ID #: 

29.2005.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Hamilton County formed 1823. Noblesville platted 1823, selected county seat 1824, incorporated 1851. Located east of downtown commercial area; boundaries are Conner and Logan streets (east and west) and 10th and 17th streets (north and south). Listed in National Register of Historic Places 1999.

Side two:

Available railroad transportation after 1851 and discovery of natural gas (1887) helped town to grow. District was a significant neighborhood, including a mix of structures and styles of the middle-class and affluent citizens who were active in business, politics, and civic affairs of the town.

Brief History

Noblesville, Indiana

County - Hamilton

Area - 32.79 sq miles

Elevation - 772 ft 

Population (2010) - 51,969

ZIP codes - 46060, 46061, 46062

Area code(s) - 317

Noblesville is located in north-central Indiana at the intersection of Indiana State Roads 37, 38 and 32. I-69 skirts the southeastern boundary. The East Fork of the White River runs through the town joined by Cicero Creek coming in from the northwest. 

History

William Conner and his Delaware wife established a trading post and built a log cabin near the site that is now Noblesville. The commissioners that choose the site for Indianapolis met at the cabin on May 28, 1820. The cabin still exists at the Conner Prairie Pioneer Settlement south of town at Fishers. Conner and Josiah Polk laid out the town of Noblesville in 1823, naming it for James Noble, an early Indiana United States Senator or Polk's fiancé Lavina Noble. The Peru and Indianapolis Railroad reached Noblesville in 1851, fueling its initial growth, followed by the gas boom in the late 1880's. The town continues to grow due to its proximity to Indianapolis. 

Downtown Noblesville

The Courthouse Square and the Hamilton County Sheriff's Residence and Jail form the centerpiece of the downtown. Excellent examples of Second Empire style architecture, the buildings were constructed in 1879 and 1876. Several of the town’s buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including the Conner Street Historic District. 

To discover the dining, shopping, lodging and attractions of Noblesville, contact:

Downtown Noblesville, Indiana

https://www.facebook.com/DowntownNoblesville/

https://preservationhall.org/

Historic Attractions of Noblesville include:

Hamilton County Museum of History

Old Sheriff's Residence and Jail On the Noblesville Square

Indiana Transportation Museum

Conner Prairie

Potter's Bridge

Title of Marker:

The Central Canal

Location:

SR 37 & 191st Street, Noblesville. (Hamilton County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1994 Indiana Historical Bureau and Precedent Partner

Marker ID #: 

29.1994.1

Marker Text: 

These canal-bed earthworks are remnants of construction on the Central Canal from 1836-39. It was planned to link the Hoosier interior with interstate markets, via the Wabash & Erie Canal, as part of the 1836 Internal Improvement Act. Indiana's bankruptcy in 1839 forced abandonment of the Central Canal project.

Brief History

In the dawning years of the Nineteenth Century, the quest for fast, cheap transportation of freight over long distances seemed in reach with the construction and economic success of the Erie Canal. The Erie Canal connected New York City with the Great Lakes. It spurred New York's growth as a major commercial center. It also provided encouragement more canal construction across the United States. Landlocked states like Indiana seized on canals as the answer to open markets in inland cities that lacked navigable rivers. The Wabash and Erie was the first of these projects tackled by Indiana. 

The Proposed Canal

The proposed canal was a grand project. It would span 468 miles across Indiana and Ohio, connecting it the Erie Canal via the Great Lakes with Evansville on the Ohio River. The Wabash and Erie consisted of four main canals, the Miami and Erie Canal, the Wabash and Erie Canal, the Cross Cut Canal and the Central Canal. 

Miami and Erie Canal

The 274-mile Miami and Erie Canal connected Toledo, Ohio on Lake Erie with Cincinnati, Ohio on the Ohio River. Workers commenced construction in 1825 and finished in 1845. When complete, the canal had nineteen aqueducts, three guard locks, 103 canal locks and multiple feeder canals. The canal was profitable, but not as profitable as the state of Ohio hoped. Competition from railroads ended canal commercial operations by 1913.

Wabash and Erie

This canal began at Junction, Ohio and to Terre Haute. Junction received its name because the Wabash and Erie joined the Miami and Erie Canal in the town. The town flourished during the 1840's through the 1850's until the railroads began displacing the canals.

Cross Cut Canal

The Cross Cut Canal continued the Wabash and Erie route from Terre Haute to Worthington, Indiana. 

Central Canal

The Central Canal completed the link from Worthington to Evansville. This was the last link completed in 1853. 
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