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The latest release of Adobe Photoshop, known as version 25.0 or Photoshop 2024, was launched in September 2023. This update is significant for the widely used image editing software, introducing groundbreaking Generative AI capabilities that have the potential to transform the way people create and edit images. In addition to these impressive features, the new version includes enhancements such as the Contextual Task Bar and improved startup performance, making Photoshop 2024 more efficient and user-friendly than ever before.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


What's new?
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In this section, you will learn about the various new features that have been incorporated into the recently released version of Adobe Photoshop. With each edition comes an amazing upgrade and this year is not an exception.
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Generative AI
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● Generative Fill: Now you can add, enlarge, or totally take off content from your pictures in a non-destructive manner with the use of simple text prompts within the app in about 100 languages to get a much more real result that will come as a surprise, amusement and will also thrill you in a matter of split seconds.

● Generative Expand: In this edition, you can have your canvas expanded by the addition of some realistic content to the edges while ensuring that you keep perspective. Lighting, and also the style of the initial language used.



With what I have been able to experiment with the use of the Generative AI feature, I have completely come to terms with the fact that this new version is just like having a creative genie in your computer. You have no idea of how much you can do with Photoshop until you lay your hands on it and practice! With just some clicks you can design and enlarge images with the use of this tool. It is very user-friendly; all you have to do is insert your request and leave Photoshop to complete the rest of the magic! The AI can help to match various styles like a champ, and also ensure your edits are a perfect blend with the rest of the main picture.

Here is the fun part though; an improved quality might lead to you accruing extra costs as regards generative credits (you will learn more about this when you get to use the application itself). Creative Cloud paid participants and those who get to subscribe for Adobe Express Premium can now have exclusive access to generative credits are an aspect of their various plans. Adobe Express, Adobe Firefly, Creative Cloud, or Adobe Stock subscription now has various monthly generative credits that offer you complete access to content creation characteristics provided by Firefly. Adobe also came with the introduction of the idea of Content Credentials which is a characteristic that helps with the enhancement of transparency and accountability when making use of Generative AI tools like Generative Fill and Generative Expand. Anytime a picture is created or modified with the use of these AI technologies and then sent in the form of PNG, JPG, or Save as Photoshop will instantly append Content Credentials to the picture.
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Contextual Task Bar
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An entirely novel floating taskbar that offers tools and commands that are pertinent to the activity you are now engaged in. You won't have to look for the tools you require, which will increase your productivity and efficiency. In Photoshop, the Contextual Task Bar is a huge game-changer. It is comparable to having a personal assistant in your workspace who provides the tools you require at the precise moment you require them. It maintains things organized and enables you to concentrate on developing rather than looking for alternatives. Definitely recommend!

New Interactions in Remove Tool

You can employ the use of the remove tool to design a loop around an object you would like to have disappeared as against brushing over it totally. With the use of this new interaction, there is no need for you to get the loop closed because Photoshop will aid in determining the distance to auto-connect the loop and get it filled. With this, the interaction will be less prone to causing errors and will also aid in saving so much time. Furthermore, if you create selections accidentally while getting an object in a circle, modify the stroke of the brush mode in the options bar from subtraction to addition to ensure that corrections are created and established. 
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Other new features
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● Improved startup performance: Photoshop starts up at a much faster pace than when it was initially designed. Now you can conclude work on your projects at a much faster pace.

● Preset Sync: there is now an instantaneous synchronization to presets across all of your devices so you will be able to gain access to your preferred presets anywhere you happen to be.

● Improved Gradients: Gradients are now really smooth and much more realistic and they also offer support for more hues and gradients.



The above-described features can only be enjoyed on the new Adobe Photoshop 2024, if you are unsure of the kind of Photoshop you have, you can get to know about this by navigating to the top menu of the Photoshop you have installed on your laptop and then click on Help > About Photoshop and if you are using a mac, click on Photoshop > About Photoshop.
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The Future of Photoshop: Generative AI
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Have a feel of the future with the most amazing Photoshop ever. Make use of the Generative Fill and Generative Expand for the addition, removal, or expansion of content in any picture with the use of Adobe Firefly. Do you need to change your image by adding things to your scene? Would you like to change the backdrop of your image? Or, more specifically, would you like to expand the background of your photograph? If you are answering yes to the above questions, then Generative Fill is the ideal feature for you as it has been created for these and a whole lot more. Generative Fill: Based on your natural creativity, this unique and enchanted new feature of Firefly-powered, generative AI capabilities allows you to add, enlarge, or remove material from your photographs without causing any damage using short text instructions in more than 100 different languages. Use this function to get results that are realistic and instantly surprise, thrill, and astound you. It will automatically match the perspective, lighting, and style of your image.

Given that the new material is developed in a generative layer, you can explore a wide range of creative options and undo the effects whenever you like without affecting your original image. Then, you may use Photoshop's strength and accuracy to further enhance your image, going above and beyond your own expectations. You can create with confidence while using Generative Fill since it is driven by Adobe Firefly, a collection of creative generative AI models designed to be safe for commercial usage, allowing you to confidently push the boundaries of your creativity. Firefly has been trained on hundreds of millions of professional-grade, licensed, high-resolution photos from Adobe Stock, which are among the best available.

With the use of Generative Fill, you are able to;


● Generative objects: choose an aspect of your image, and then make an instance of what you would like to add or take off with the use of a text prompt.

● Generative backgrounds: choose the background at the back of your subject, then produce a new scene from a text prompt.

● Expand Images: enlarge the canvas of your picture, and then produce a selection of the empty space. Producing without a prompt will result in the production of a harmonious continuation of your scene. The employment of a prompt will aid in the addition of material to your photograph while enlarging the remainder of your scene. 

● Remove objects: choose the object you would like to take away, then generate it without the use of a prompt and watch it leave.



It should be noted that Generative Fill is a very versatile and fantastic function. Play with out-of-the-box ideas, brainstorm around numerous concepts, and quickly develop diverse alternatives.
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Generate an object
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Make a choice of a part of your image, then make a description of what you would like to include;


● Make a selection: make use of any selection tool in Photoshop to create a selection around your preferred object or a part in your picture.

● Access Generative Fill: Whenever the Contextual Task Bar appears for the first time, a notification will appear displaying the Generative Fill option.



In the Contextual Task Bar, click the Generative Fill button. You can also select Generative Fill from one or more of the following options;


● Choose Edit > Generative Fill from the application bar.
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● Ctrl/Right + Click with a selection active and navigate to the menu then pick Generative Fill.

● A legal dialog will be shown when you choose Generative Fill. Choose Agree to give consent to the User Guidelines and Cancel to take off the dialog.

● Add your text prompt: In the Contextual Task Bar, a text-entry prompt will appear where you can write about the object or scene you want to generate in your image in almost 100 languages. You are not required to do anything and may decide to leave this selection blank. If you choose to leave it blank, Photoshop is going to help you fill in the selection based on the surroundings. The description's text prompts inputs can be utilized in more than 100 different languages. For optimum results, substitute informative text suggestions like "fill the area" or "create a scene" with descriptive nouns and adjectives. Behind the scenes, a system translates non-English prompts into English.

● Generate variations: In the Contextual Task Bar, upon the completion of your text prompt, chooses Generate.

○ In the Properties Panel and, if applicable, the Generative Fill dialog, you will see thumbnail illustrations of the variations that are generated based on your text prompt. 

○ In the Layers panel, a new Generative Layer will be created. You are able to select this layer to open the Properties panel, which will reveal your text prompt, mask, and variants. This allows for the depletion of a plethora of creative possibilities as well as the ability to remove effects anytime you feel the need for them without affecting your original image.

● Generate more variations: If you want to generate more versions, go back to the Properties page and select Generate again. You may also change the text in the prompt box and then select Generate to create new versions using the amended content.



You are now able to see the variants in the Properties section and select the thumbnail image to see how they look on your image.
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Generate backgrounds
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Choose the background at the back of your subject, and then produce a new scene with the use of a text prompt.


● To get this done, choose Select
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	Subject, then pick Select > Inverse. Once you have done that, repeat steps 2 through 5 from the Generate an Object aspect. You can also decide to Select Subject > Invert Selection > Text Prompt > Generate (all in the Contextual Task Bar). 
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Expand images

[image: ]




Expand the canvas of the image before selecting the empty region and applying Generative Fill. Using Generative Fill without a prompt will result in a seamless enlargement of your image. The most straightforward method for adding generative content to a blank canvas is generative expand, however, you can also make use of generative fill instead of it.

Employ the use of Generative Fill for the addition of generative material by following these steps.


● Choose the Crop tool from the toolbar. Get the borders display cropped on the edges of the picture.
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● Move the corner and edge handles in an outward manner in order to bring about the expansion of the size of your canvas.

● Tap Enter/Return on your keyboard or hit the commit check, and then check the Crop box in the options bar. The additional canvas will utilize your backdrop color by default.

● Employ the use of the Rectangular Marquee to choose the extra canvas by selecting and moving to make the selection.

● Follow the steps 2-5 from Generate an object section discussed above.



However, if you'd like the selection to be filled based on the pixels surrounding it in your image, leave the text-entry request box empty before clicking Generate.
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Remove objects
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Choose the object or objects you wish to get rid of, and then let generative AI technology make them vanish. After selecting Generate, if you want the selection to be filled based on the area in your image, leave the text-entry prompt box empty. When you first open the app, a quick tutorial will walk you through how to change a scene using a preloaded asset, allowing you to experience the potential of Generative Fill.

Work using a contextualized, interactive learning experience that includes a collection of movies to help you come up with variations. Additionally, you can pick from sample prompts to select the most pertinent, rely on visually-based tooltips to explain how selection size affects the generated content, and check the Properties panel at the beginning of the experience.
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Generative credits in Photoshop
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As part of their ambitions, Creative Cloud paying customers and Adobe Express Premium users now has access to generative credits. Monthly generative credits for Firefly-powered content creation tools have been added with your Creative Cloud, Adobe Express, Adobe Firefly, or Adobe Stock membership. Keep creating even though you might notice reduced generation speeds if you happen to hit your limit; you won't be charged any additional fees. Additionally, free Creative Cloud users receive a monthly creative credit allocation. When you've used up all of your monthly generative credits, you may either wait until the following month, when your credits are reset, or you can sign up for a premium subscription to keep producing Firefly-powered outputs.

Last but not least, this version of Photoshop gives you access to an ethically sourced generative AI model through Adobe Stock. Through projects such as the Content Authenticity Initiative and the Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity, Adobe advocates for responsibility, accountability, and transparency in generative AI and Firefly. Photoshop will consequently add Content Credentials to images produced with Generative Fill and Generative Expand and transfer as PNG, JPG, or "Save as" to let you and others know an image was created or altered in Photoshop using Firefly's generative AI technology.
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Tools, Options, and Contextual Taskbar
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The tool panel is usually displayed on the left side of the application screen in Photoshop. These tools possess more choices that can be seen in the context-sensitive options bar. Choose the little triangle that can be found at the lower right of the tool icon for you to gain access to these choices. Check out their names and any other information by placing the pointer over them.
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Select a tool
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Do any of the following to choose a preferred tool for use;


● Choose a tool in the panel containing tools. If there is a little triangle at the lower right corner of the tools, press and hold down the mouse button to see the button for tools, and then choose the tool you would like to make use of.
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● As an alternative, you can choose to touch the keyboard shortcut for tools. The shortcut can be seen in the tooltip. For instance, if you would like to drag a tool all you have to do is press V.



You should be aware that whenever you hit and hold a shortcut on the keyboard key, Photoshop quickly changes to the tool you are currently using. As soon as you release the key, Photoshop returns to the original tool.
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Journey through hidden tools
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Custom wise, you move through certain hidden tools when you hold down the Shift key and continually press a tool shortcut key. If you would prefer to move through tools and not hold down the shift key, you can choose to get this preference disabled.


● Tap Edit > Preferences > General (Windows) or Photoshop > Preferences > General (MacOS).

● Deselect Use the Shift Key for Tool Switch.
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Change tool pointers
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Each standard pointer has a distinct hotspot that indicates the start of an effect or activity in the picture. With a great deal of tools, you can switch to highly accurate cursors, which appear as crosshairs centered on the hotspot. When you select a tool, you usually get the same pointer that displays on the tool's icon. For marquee tools, the cross-hair pointer is the standard pointer, for text tools, the I-beam, and for painting tools, the Brush Size sign is the default pointer.


● Pick Edit > Preferences > Cursors (Windows) or decide to choose Photoshop > Preferences > Cursors (macOS)

● Pick tool pointer configurations beneath Painting Cursors or Other Cursors and then choose OK.

○ Standard: shows pointers as tool icons.

○ Precise: shows pointers as crosshairs.

○ Normal Brush Tip: The outline is a correspondent of about 50% of the aspect that the tool will affect the most. This choice will display the pixels that would be visibly affected the most.

○ Full-Size Brush Tip: The outline of the pointer corresponds to almost 100% of the area that the tool will impact or nearly all of the pixels that will be impacted.

○ Show Crosshair In Brush Tip: this shows crosshairs in the middle of the brush shape.

○ Show Only Crosshair While Painting: helps to get the performance better with the use of large brushes.
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Tool Options bar
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The tool options bar is shown beneath the menu bar at the top of the workspace. Because it is context-sensitive, the choices bar alters when another tool is selected. The options bar offers both universal and tool-specific parameters. Painting modes and opacity, for example, are shared by numerous tools. You can dock the options bar to the top or bottom of your display and drag it around the workspace with the gripper bar. When you hover the pointer across a tool, tool suggestions appear. To view or conceal the options bar, go to Window > Options. To reset a tool to its initial configuration, right-click (Windows) or Control-click (MacOS) the tool symbol in the options bar, then select Reset Tool or Reset All Tools from the context menu.
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Contextual Taskbar
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The Contextual Taskbar, a recurrent menu, displays the most relevant next steps in your workflow. When an object is selected, the Contextual Task Bar appears on the canvas, displaying more curated options such as Select and Mask, Feather, Invert, Create Adjustment Layer, or Fill Selection. Navigate to Window > Contextual Task Bar to switch off this feature because it is usually turned on by default.
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New document workflow
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This bar appears when you open a freshly created, empty document from the Photoshop start menu or File > New.
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Open image/file workflow
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This bar appears when you start a picture or file from the home screen (rather than a fresh, empty document) or by selecting File > Open.
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Type tool workflow
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When you select the Type tool using the toolbar and place a text box on the canvas, this bar appears.
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Selections workflow
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