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                The crisis passed and the Israelites fell into passion-killing rituals. The awe of having returned from exile to their land faded and they fell into routines of religious activity. God's questions exposed how empty their daily customs were.

   As you listen to their dialogue, you may want to ask yourself this question, "Do I really believe that He loves me? Does He have my wholehearted love and obedience? Or am I just living a routine faith?" Perhaps these questions can pull you too out of any monotonous routine and ignite in you a new passion for God.

   The name Malachi means "messenger" in Hebrew. It is God's message to those who desire to be messengers for Him. The question/answer format used between God and His people highlights some important aspects in the lives of God's messengers: their relationship with Him, their family life, their use of money, their attitude toward ministry, the way they treat others, and their motivation in serving God. The questions lead us to review our own commitment to unrestricted faith, obedience and worship.
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Hello, dear reader! Have you ever felt that your relationship with God has fallen into a rut? Maybe you started out with a lot of enthusiasm, like someone who is trying something new for the first time, but over time... the excitement cooled down. Prayers became mechanical, going to church (or participating online) just another habit, and deep down you wonder: "If God loves me so much, why do I sometimes feel so far away? Does he really care about what I do day by day?".

If that question resonates with you, even just a little bit, this book on the prophet Malachi is for you!

Imagine the scene: The people of Israel had returned from exile, a miracle! They had rebuilt the Temple with effort and hope. But now, some time later, spirits were low. They felt that God was not "doing" His part, and they began to give God what was left over, not the best. Their worship became shallow, their relationships neglected, and a question hung in the air, directed at God Himself, "Wherein hast Thou loved us?" They were fulfilling...but heartless.

What does this have to do with you, young person or adult, just beginning to explore the Bible? EVERYTHING!

Malachi, whose name means "My Messenger," brings us a direct and loving message from God, as vital today as it was then: God longs for authenticity. He doesn't want just empty rituals; He wants your heart surrendered. He wants the best from you, not because He needs it, but because He loves you! He knows that a genuine connection with Him is what truly fills us with purpose and joy.

This Bible commentary is not a complicated academic text. Think of me as that shepherd friend who sits with you, patiently and lovingly, to unravel together the truths of Malachi. I will take you by the hand to:


	
Understand the context in a simple and clear way.


	
Discover key teachings on sincere worship, faithfulness in relationships and righteousness.


	
Find practical and relevant applications for your daily life, decisions and faith in the 21st century.




Malachi challenges us to look within and ask ourselves: Am I giving God the best of me, or just the leftovers of my time, energy and love?

This book is your clear, accessible guide to understanding this powerful prophet. Prepare to be inspired, challenged with love and, above all, to rekindle your connection with a God who passionately seeks you. Let's begin this transformational journey through Malachi together!



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Malachi 1:1-3
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We begin today, dear friends, a new Bible study based on the book of the prophet Malachi, which is the last book of the Old Testament.

Malachi is the one who closes the curtain in the Old Testament and has, as the expression goes, "the last word". He is the last of a long succession of prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah. Even if we have to go back a thousand years before the arrival of Jesus, we can see that, throughout the centuries, God insistently communicated the future coming of the Messiah; and the last of these voices that served as a channel of communication from God to men was, precisely, the voice of the prophet Malachi.

The prophecies of Malachi, the message of this prophet, is a call to the apostates. The divine dialogue in Malachi's prophecy is designed as a call to "break the barrier of unbelief, disillusionment and discouragement of the people of Israel". God shows his steadfast love, despite Israel's spiritual lethargy and numbness. And the oracle or prophecy that Malachi had to communicate from God was for the people, and the priests, to stop and realize that the lack of blessings has not been caused by God's unconcern, but by their lack of obedience to the Law of the Covenant.

Ultimately, this last book of the Old Testament will conclude, as we shall see, with a dramatic prophecy of the coming of the Messiah and John the Baptist: "I am sending my messenger, who will prepare the way before me" (3:1).

After Malachi came 400 long years of prophetic silence, during which God made no further revelation to men. But when those years were over, the time was fulfilled, and heaven burst into songs of praise before the coming of the Messiah.

Although we do not know much about Malachi, through his book we can get to know a very interesting person with a fine sense of humor. If you have not yet discovered the sense of humor manifested by many biblical characters.

What was the historical context of Malachi?

Malachi was addressed to the nation of Israel some one hundred years after the return of the people from their captivity and slavery in Babylon. At first, the people had been enthusiastic about the idea of rebuilding Jerusalem and the Temple, as well as restoring the ancient system of worship. But their initial zeal and interest soon waned and they began to question, once again, God's providence, as their faith quickly degenerated into cynicism.

Like all the prophets, Malachi was a messenger of God. His name means, precisely, "My messenger". The Septuagint version of the Bible, which is the oldest and most popular translation of the Old Testament into Greek, translates his name "an angel". And, as we have seen on numerous occasions in studying the Bible, angels are God's messengers.

And although we do not know much about the person of Malachi, this should not detain us in our study of his prophecies. We should, in fact, be much more interested in the message, rather than the messenger. Our concern is focused on his message, which comes from God, and not on his biographical history. It would be the same if you received a postal certificate at your home address: you would open it without delay and would not entertain questions and musings about the life of the letter carrier, your ancestors, your hometown or your family background.

So, Malachi could be a proper name, that of the prophet, or simply mean "messenger". Actually, the Spirit of God used that same method in the Gospel according to Mark. You have already noticed that the four Gospels represent Christ from different perspectives. Matthew presents Him as "the King. And if He was the King, then He had to, perforce, belong to the lineage of the ancient King David. And this is how Matthew's gospel begins: The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, son of David. And it does so, because that statement was the important thing, that He be identified as a descendant of David. On the other hand, when we read Mark's Gospel, it presents Him as "the Servant of God", for which the evangelist did not worry about His genealogy. Because the most important characteristic in a servant is whether he can do his work. And Mark was certain that the Lord Jesus Christ did His work well, and that He was the "perfect Servant". So, here, in Malachi, his name is used in the same way.

As for the date, the weight of tradition assumes that it was written about a thousand years after Moses, the first biblical prophet and writer, that is, around 450 B.C. Malachi was a prophet at the time of Nehemiah, as Haggai and Zechariah were the prophets at the time of Ezra, Zerubbabel and Joshua. So Malachi prophesied during the time of Nehemiah's leadership or almost immediately after.

Now, we have already mentioned that Malachi was a messenger, and that the important thing about the messenger is not his person, but his message. And we would like to add something before entering fully into this study. The prophet himself uses this expression of messenger in 3 occasions throughout this book, making 3 very significant references to other messages. For example, in the second chapter, verse 7, Malachi refers to Levi, to the tribe of Levi, as the messengers of the Lord: "For the lips of the priest shall keep knowledge, and out of his mouth the people shall seek the law: for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts". These words suggest to us that every messenger, every witness, or every teacher of the Word is, or acts, as an angel of the Lord, and that he is a messenger of the Lord. In the same way it happens in the book of Revelation, where there is a message to each of the seven churches, beginning each of them: To the angel of the church in Ephesus. And we believe that the angel or messenger of each church was not merely a divine figure, but a human messenger: the pastor of the church.

The second occasion in which the prophet used the expression messenger was when he announced the coming of John the Baptist as "my messenger". In chapter 3, verse 1, we read, "Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple, even the angel of the covenant." There is a third messenger, and it is a reference to Christ, as the Messenger of the covenant.

We mentioned earlier that Malachi displayed a wonderful sense of humor. His method of teaching or transmission was a question and answer method. The first thing he would do was to quote a statement, a question that God asked Israel. And then he would issue the answer in a brief and sarcastic manner. More than one listener of his time would have labeled Malachi as arrogant, presumptuous and even insulting. We will have the opportunity to see this when we analyze the text before us. For Malachi had some good answers from the Lord. And since they were the Lord's answers, we can say, beyond any doubt, that the Lord has a fine sense of humor. And we hope that you, too, will enjoy this book as much as we do.

Let us begin at this time our study of the book of the prophet Malachi by reading the first verse of the first chapter, which reads as follows:

"Prophecy of the word of the Lord against Israel, through Malachi."

In the first two chapters of the book, Malachi communicated God's message denouncing the sin that prevailed among the people of Israel. And as we can observe, the first word of the whole book is, precisely, "prophecy", which some biblical versions translate as "burden", thus alluding to a burdensome sentence that the prophet had to pronounce.

Why does Malachi use such a severe expression as the one we have just read: "Prophecy of the word of the Lord against Israel". Because the prophet is going to deal with the same problems and difficulties that the Hebrew leader Nehemiah dealt with, such as, for example, the numerous sins of the priests, the marriage of Jews with foreign and pagan wives, sometimes accompanied with the divorce of their own Israelite wives. But God will speak very clearly and directly about these sins.

Another of the common sins was that the people were showing negligence in regard to the commandment of "tithing their offerings". And here again we will have a harsh and severe rebuke from God.

After these dry words, verse 2 begins, however, in a really sweet and wonderful way: I have loved you, says the Lord. And ye said, Wherein hast thou loved us?

What do you think? Can you imagine if these people had the audacity to speak to God that way? How did you love us? Perhaps there are people who speak in the same way, inside or outside the church, and say, "Look at what is happening to us today. How can you say that God loves us?" It is interesting to note that, at times, as we read the Bible, it may seem to us that God's love is "conspicuous by its absence." For example, if we go back to the book of Deuteronomy, to the period when the Hebrew people were wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, it would be very difficult to make anyone believe that God loved His people madly. But in Deuteronomy chapter 10, verse 15, we can read what God told them: The Lord was pleased with your fathers alone to love them. And this is an amazing statement, because previously God had never made a statement like this. God never told Abraham that he loved him, although he really loved him. What we want to point out, is that God did not have to affirm to mankind His love for us. But here He said: Only of your fathers the Lord was pleased to love them, and He chose their seed after them, even you of all people, as it is this day. Let's go back to our study and read now verses 2 and 3 of Malachi, chapter 1:

"I have loved you, saith the Lord: and ye said, Wherein hast thou loved us? was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord. And I loved Jacob, and I abhorred Esau, and I made his mountains a desolation, and I forsook his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness."

This is an extraordinary statement from God to the nation of Israel. The people were asking questions about the authenticity of God's love for them. Therefore, God reminded them here of the origin of His nation.

The great privilege of Israel as God's beloved people is here emphatically presented by comparing the chosen nation with that of Edom. In response to the affirmation of the Lord's love for them, the people had merely fixed upon their weak condition, and all that they had lost since the captivity. For not only had they expressed unbelief and doubt about God's love, but they had gone so far as to reject it with violence. In spite of that, God reaffirmed His love for them and reminded them that according to His covenant He had preferred Jacob over Esau, father of the Edomites, the inhabitants of Edom. Thus, in this final book of the Old Testament, the divine, undeserved and persistent love for Israel is reiterated again and again by the Lord, and illustrated by His choice of Jacob, father of all the Jews. By divine choice, God chose Jacob and his descendants to become heirs of his promise.

And God says in the epistle to the Romans, chapter 9, verse 13: As it is written, Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated. And it means that although this nation had failed and none of them deserved God's love, yet God continued to love Jacob and his descendants.

Why did the Lord hate Esau? Although the book of Genesis does not mention any hatred towards Esau, the prophecy of Obadiah more than a thousand years later indicated that the Lord hated the idolatry of Esau's descendants. In the same way, the Lord's love for Jacob refers to his descendants, who were His people by divine election, through whom the Redeemer of the world would come.

Did you know that God's love and mercy does not exclude His abhorrence of the evil, the impure? In fact, many great thinkers and poets have echoed this idea: one cannot love without abhorring. Love and abhorrence or hatred always go hand in hand. Whoever loves someone, hates their absence or their remoteness. Whoever hates someone, loves the opposite of what that person represents. Love and hate are eternal companions. And if God loves the good, then, naturally, He hates the bad. It cannot be otherwise.

Therefore, we are surprised when we hear that God's love excludes His punishment of mankind, for that would imply an evil, unscrupulous God. Dear listener, nothing could be further from the truth. According to God's Word, He loves man passionately, for he is His creation, but He abhors and intensely hates sin. God created man in His image and likeness and made him with feelings, because He has feelings: the Bible tells us that He loves, gets angry, sometimes gets jealous, has patience, has anger, etc., and the Word says that He always loves us, so much so that He sent His Son to die in our place, so that we would not have to. Would you give your child's life for someone else's? God did. Because He loves you more intensely than you can imagine. God loves you passionately and unconditionally. But, He abhors your sins, your evil deeds, your evil thoughts, your spiritual coldness, your moral numbness, your lack of priorities in choosing between the good and the better, the good being the wholesome things of life, and the better being Himself.

Allow us to speak plainly, clearly, but with all respect and affection. The Bible was not given to us by God to increase our knowledge. It was given to us to change our lives. Jesus did not die so that we could become scholars of the Word, nor theologians, nor even amateurs in its reading. Jesus died so that you could live eternally, and that His death on earth would not be the end, but the beginning of true life; full, intense, without pain, disease or problems, a life as He designed it before sin entered the world.

Malachi, the prophet whom we will accompany throughout our next studies, will teach us that God's love is persistent and persevering to conquer our lives. But that, as with the people of Israel, our disobedience will cause the Holy Spirit to withhold the blessings He has promised us. And just as the history of Israel can be divided according to obedience and disobedience to God, in our lives we can experience God's blessings, if we obey, and destruction, if we disobey. Destruction of what? Of ourselves, of our self-esteem, of our family and couple relationships, of our future projects, etc.
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Malachi 1:4 - 8
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our journey through the book of Malachi, a prophet God used to communicate His message in the city of Jerusalem around 450 BC.

Recall that our study focuses on the last book of the Old Testament, after which God did not speak to man again for a long period of silence of 400 years. This apparent silent void of God's voice ended with the appearance, prophesied hundreds of years earlier, of John the Baptist, who prepared the way for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. The prophets of the Bible, whose 17 books you can find grouped at the end of the Old Testament, were divinely chosen spokesmen who received and communicated God's message.

We already commented in the previous chapter that we know nothing about this character, the prophet Malachi, except that God directed him to prophesy to the nation of Israel about one hundred years after his return from exile in Babylon. Although, after the return to their country, the people had been enthusiastic about the idea of rebuilding Jerusalem and its temple, as well as restoring the ancient system of worship, but their zeal soon began to fade. They began to question God's providence and their faith gradually degenerated into crude cynicism and deep spiritual apathy.

We also advanced in our previous study that the prophet Malachi possessed a sharp sense of humor. His method of questions and answers seeks to awaken the seared consciences of his blood brothers. The questions that, in a courageous and challenging tone, he poses to his listeners, are intended to place a mirror before their eyes, so that they can observe the image that they have before God.

Let us reread verse 2, which reads as follows:

"I have loved you, saith the Lord: and ye said, Wherein hast thou loved us? was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord. And I loved Jacob, and I abhorred Esau, and I made his mountains a desolation, and I left his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness."

And continuing with our reading from verse 4:

"When Edom shall say, We have become poor, but we will build again that which is ruined; thus saith the Lord of hosts: They shall build, and I will destroy; and they shall call them a land of wickedness, and a people against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. And your eyes shall see it, and ye shall say, Let the Lord be magnified beyond the borders of Israel."

By these words God clearly reminds them of their great privilege as a chosen nation above all others. He used the ancient kingdom of Edom, as a comparison, as well as the figures of Jacob, ancient Hebrew patriarch, grandson of Abraham, and Esau, whom the Lord hated in favor of the former.

History tells us that although the Edomites tried to rebuild on their own ruins, God frustrated their efforts. On the other hand, Israel would be restored, and although complete restoration has been a long time in coming, it will be a reality and the nation will bear witness to God's grace to rule them, both from within and beyond their borders.

Verse 6 of this chapter 1 of Malachi says:

"The son honors the father, and the servant his lord. If therefore I be a father, if therefore I be a father, where is my honor? and if I be a lord, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O ye priests, that despise my name."

Malachi refers first to the priests, because they should be the ones to set an example of a life of integrity towards God. But, instead of this, they were the first to despise the holy name of the Lord, although his question gives a glimpse of Malachi's sarcasm, for it is phrased in a way that seems to be a denial of their wicked attitude toward God.

It is important to emphasize here that in this and later verses, the affirmation of an unconditional love of the Lord does not serve to absolve of guilt, and that is why Malachi pronounced this accusation against the priests, the supposed spiritual leaders of the nation. He showed them, as we shall see later, that they had spurned sacrifices to God, his glory and his law.

"In that ye offer upon my altar unclean bread."

That was what they were doing. The mention of unclean bread refers to animal sacrifices, as expressed in the following verse. The priests were offering sacrifices that had impurities and ceremonial blemishes, which had been expressly forbidden by God. However, they did not want to accept this because they asked:

"In what have we disgraced you?"

Again, the priests, surprised and surely offended by Malachi's accusation, hypocritically questioned this denunciation and made an evident disparagement to God by offering animals with all kinds of defects and defects: lameness, blindness, diseases, etc.

"In that ye think that the Lord's table is contemptible."

Here it refers to the sacrificial table used by the priests in their rituals. Let us read all of verse 7 of this chapter 1 of Malachi to appreciate all these ideas together:

"In that ye offer upon my altar unclean bread. And ye said, Wherein have we dishonored thee? In that ye think that the table of the Lord is contemptible."

By their vile acts of impurity and total absence of respect and fear of the Lord, they made their sacrifices an offense to God, and the altar despicable to Him. This showed a profound absence of respect and veneration for their office and for their God. Their hearts were defiled with uncleanness. Verse 8 of Malachi, chapter 1 goes on to say:
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