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			Foreword


			Welcome to The Crooked Circle Confluence of Poetry, Round 1. I’m Thomas James.


			
I’ve been writing poetry since childhood, but it wasn’t until late 2022 that I began sharing my work publicly, on Medium, as part of a personal healing journey. What began as a solitary act quickly became something communal. In the digital spaces of online literary life, I encountered poets whose words stayed with me.


			
Those writers formed The Crooked Circle, which I describe as an individualist collective of structured anarchy. This loosely defined, fiercely talented group of poets is connected by a shared passion for language and truth. This anthology is our first venture into print and serves as a snapshot of creative convergence.


			
Inside, you’ll find a spectrum of voices. Some poems are bold or satirical; others are confessional, abstract, or quietly meditative. There are ghosts here—of trauma, longing, memory—but also joy, wit, healing, and the hunger to transform.


			
Each writer has provided us exclusively with work that has never appeared in print, and each has included at least one piece never before seen anywhere. Several poets have gone above and beyond the call in offering us nothing but brand new work. Whether you read front to back or dip in at random, I hope this collection offers moments of recognition, resonance, and maybe even renewal.


			
Thank you for joining us in the circle.


			
—Thomas James


		


	

		

			Jenine Baines


			Jenine Baines is a retired publicist whose career spanned the performing arts world, promoting orchestras, opera companies, choirs, composers, and soloists. Now, she channels that lifelong love of music into language, writing poetry, meditations, essays, and the occasional spirited screed on Medium and Substack.


			
Her work resonates with a lyrical sensibility, often blurring the line between voice and verse. Whether exploring the emotional landscape of daily life or spinning metaphor from musical memory, Jenine writes with warmth, clarity, and a touch of theatrical flair.


			
When not at her desk, she can usually be found at her piano, studying everything from opera arias to show tunes, and she sings as a member of two choirs. Her Substack, A Septuagenarian Sings!, is aptly named—echoing the spirit of Ella Fitzgerald, who once said, “The only thing better than singing is more singing.”


		


	

		

			The Audition


		

			

			


		


			I board a paper boat


			nestled beside a waterfall beneath


			an imperfectly weeded bed


			spilling roses and droplets


			of marguerite daisies—


			peace lilies peeking languidly


			over lichened rocks divided


			in opinion


			as to whether my craft will capsize


			Will my devotions and practice
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