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Stepping out of the tropical heat and into the cool air of the private airliner, Jamal was surprised by the expensive furnishings. Silken drapes covered the small oval windows, and faux gas lanterns had been hung for lighting. It’s a damned flying casino, he thought. No wonder Darren is operating out of Mexico.

Cameras mounted around the cabin caught every angle to prevent cheating. Four couples chatted excitedly at the back of the airplane, sitting in the few actual seats.

“May I take your bag, Sir?” A smartly dressed woman with a strong accent held out her hand. 

Jamal handed over his duffle, surprised the woman was Asian, not Mexican. He looked around for other employees; one woman served drinks while two men stood ready, one at a poker table, the other by a roulette wheel. All were Asian.

Is Darren in with some Asian gang?

“Jamal.” A well groomed man stepped out of the cockpit area and waved for Jamal’s attention.

It took Jamal a moment to recognize him. “Keif? You’ve... certainly come up in the world.” Keif was known for wearing the same sweats for weeks while pushing drugs from his run-down tenement. 

Keif grinned and showed off his suit with a gangsta pose. “Darren hooked me up. He’s anxious to see you.”

The last time Jamal had seen Darren, Jamal had been forced to decide whether or not it was worth breaking two years of cover to arrest him. Being invited into this new venture testified to all Jamal had given up to go deep cover. Whatever Darren was into, it would be big, dirty, and worth the wait to take him down.
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