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Chapter 1

 The Scotch-Irish Mahaffey Clan

 


The Mahaffey Clan originally came from
Scotland, and migrated to Northern Ireland along with thousands of
others from their Scottish homeland. A great opportunity came for
many impoverished Scottish households, just 20 miles across the
channel at the Ulster Plantation, when it was learned that fertile
farmland was available. To follow is a short history of how this
historical event took place.

 


The Norman King of England, Henry II
(1139-1189), invaded Ireland, and the Irish people refused to be
subdued, never giving up the fight for their freedom. This went on
for a period of over 500 years. From time to time a seeming English
victory allowed the crown to install Anglo-Norman families among
the “wild Irish” to try and “domesticate” them to the English way
of life. However, this ended up with the Anglo-Normans
intermarrying with the Irish, and joined the “wild Irish” in their
fight against England. This continued into the late
1500’s.

 


The Irish background of poverty
resembled the Highlanders of Scotland, “and Englishmen regarded
them, as they did the Highlanders, as little better than savages.”
Queen Elizabeth finally reconciled the crowns intentions,
acknowledging that Ireland would never be pacified by military
force. She was looking for other options for the colonization of
Ireland.

There were two very strong Irish
Chieftains, named Tyrone and Tyrconnell, whose clan members made
their stand against the English. Primarily it was these two
Chieftains who prevented the crowns occupation. However, these two
Chieftains didn’t have their influence extend to the area along the
east and south to the coastal areas of Down and Antrim counties.
These two counties were located about 20 miles directly across the
channel from Scotland. The Chieftain named Con O’Neill laid claim
to these large properties on the coastline.

 


Hugh Montgomery, a laird of Northern
Ayrshire in Scotland, learned that Chieftain O’Neill was in prison.
Montgomery made an agreement with Chieftain O’Neill that he would
arrange for his release and pardon from prison if O’Neill would
grant him half his lands along the coast. The agreement was drawn,
and Chieftain O’Neill was released with pardon. In brief, this was
how the Scottish gained land in the then fertile land of
Ulster.

More land was sold by Chieftain
O’Neill, and then the other Chieftains began selling their holdings
adjacent to O’Neill’s. Eventually the English Crown became involved
to where “the lands should be planted with British Protestants, and
that no grant of fee farm should be made to any person of mere
Irish extraction. “ When harvests in both 1606 and 1607 in Ulster
became so plentiful word spread quickly. Other Scots crossed the
channel to Ulster in a rush for fertile land. By English measure
3.8 million acres were colonized by 1610, and soon many other Irish
Chieftains began selling their estates to the growing Scottish
enterprise in Northern Ireland. More Scots came across the channel.
Over the decades to follow the soil became poor, since agricultural
methods concerning crop rotation were never used. Finally, blights
began to spread which created areas of famine.

 


Then in the early 1700’s, returning
ships captains offered insight to the new lands across the Atlantic
in America. This enticed the new generations of prospective
Scottish settlers wanting fertile farm lands. While this
information was often inaccurate, the ships captains tried to
develop their passenger business. However, it was generally known
in Northern Ireland, that although the land was available in the
new American provinces, there was a poor degree of welcoming for
them. Virginia and the Carolinas were locations in which the Church
of England had been established, while Maryland had been founded
for Roman Catholics. Neither location was a place for Northern
Irelands Presbyterian population to immigrate.

 


Reports started to come back to Ulster
around 1717 regarding Penn’s settlements, and the fair treatment of
new colonists by the Quakers. By the year 1720 “to go to America”
meant, for most Scotch-Irish emigrants, to embark on a ship headed
for the ports on the Delaware River, and then head west. In view of
these reports most Scotch-Irish made their entry to American
through Philadelphia, Chester, or New Castle. They found their
fertile lands. They made their new homes within the seven hundred
mile arc of back country, which stretched from Philadelphia to the
upper Savannah River. The great years of immigration from Ulster in
Northern Ireland were from 1771 to 1775.
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“The Scotch-Irish found in
Pennsylvania a Promised Land. Where in Ulster they had known
famine, here it seemed unlikely that crops would ever fail;
moreover, game was so abundant that no man need lack for meat.
There was wood in plenty for making one’s houses, furniture, and
implements, as well as for fuel more efficient than
peat.”

 


It is said that the Scotch-Irish
settlers moved into up-county New England, invaded upstate New
York, and found their way south into the Carolinas. “They crossed
the Great Valley and built settlements between the German pietists
and the Indian lands to the west. Unlike the asylum-seeking
Germans, the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians had no fear of warfare.
Abysmal economic conditions, religious discrimination, and ethnic
hostilities in Northern Ireland prompted their migration. They
challenged the American environment and became the cutting edge of
the white frontier. Regardless of their ethnic backgrounds, these
pioneers were risk takers. Settling on the frontier demanded much
community cooperation, but in the last analysis it was the skill
and courage of the individual Scotch-Irish farmer, his wife, and
his children, with plow, ax, and rifle, that conquered the Great
Valley.”
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“At different times various branches
of the Mahaffey family have emigrated from the North of Ireland and
located on this side of the Atlantic. In Maryland at an early date,
and in Pennsylvania as early as 1753. From these branches have
sprung a progeny that numbers many thousands, and probably every
state in the Union, as well as Canada, boasts representatives. The
Mahaffeys are of Scotch-Irish descent, and the early settlers of
that name in Pennsylvania intermarried with such families as the
Lindsays, Allisons and Hamiltons, also Scotch-Irish and born in
Northern Ireland, and all mentioned families originally from
Scotland. The line of direct descent of those who settled in this
country in the eighteenth century has not been established in
Ireland, owing to the fact that those on the Island of the name are
barren of information, as are those here concerning the generations
who lived early in the eighteenth, and late in the seventeenth
centuries, have been unable to furnish exact data along that line.
Neither has the exact connection between the different branches of
the family in this country [i.e. United States] been established,
as apparently no records were kept by the first generation locating
here. After a great deal of research the conclusion has been
reached that all those families, both in Ireland and America, who
sprang from stock in Northern Ireland, and of protestant faith, are
of one blood; and could the lines be traced far enough, would merge
into one common ancestor. The early Mahaffeys were Episcopalians or
Presbyterians, but intermarriage with other denominations has
resulted in a diversity of faiths. Various forms of the name are
used—McHaffie, Mehaffie, Mehaflfy, Mahafify, Mahaffee and Mahaffey.
Immediate members of the same family have used as many as two or
three of these, so that little reliance can be placed on the
spelling of the names as a means of tracing the lines. Mahaffey is
a popular form of the name in America, and numerous families have
adopted that spelling, although records show the name to have been
spelled differently at an early date. The family in this country
[i.e. United States] for years embraced agricultural pursuits, and
was busy with the task of wresting homes and sustenance from
wilderness and the soil. Tales of Indian warfare have been handed
down from generation to generation, but those now living [i.e.
1914] have very vague ideas as to the conditions then existing, and
the hardships and trials those early [Mahaffey] pioneers
endured.”
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Family legend is that the Coat of Arms
was adopted by the Mahaffeys of Ireland in the 11th century. It
consists of a shield, on which is a mailed arm raised in defense of
the home [land], with a broken spear held in the hand. Over it is
the inscription, "Factus Non Victus," meaning, "broken but not
conquered."

All pieces of silverware, including
furniture, dating as far back as 800 years has this emblem engraved
on it, and these are to be found among the old family relics in
Dublin, and other cities in Ireland. The above is from the book
entitled: Mahaffey Descendants 1600-1914, printed in 1914. Excerpts
contained in following chapters.

 



Chapter 2

 Generation No. 1

 


CHARLES MAHAFFEY, progenitor of the
Cumberland County Mahaffeys, immigrated from the northern part of
Ireland to this country prior to June, 1753. In the historical
documentation of Cumberland County, Charles and Guain Mahaffey are
included in the list of earliest settlers in that section of the
country; all being mentioned of Scotch-Irish descent, and of
Presbyterian faith. The Cumberland Valley lies almost entirely
within Cumberland and Franklin Counties in Pennsylvania, and
Washington County, Maryland. It is also documented in the land
title department of the State of Pennsylvania, that a title was
warranted to Charles Mahafifey on January 29th of 1753, for 185
acres of land, which was situated on the south side of the Yellow
Breeches Creek, South Middleton Township, Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania. According to the custom of the day the property was
named: "Well Done." Then in the year 1762, there is another title
warranted to Thomas Mahaffey for 185 acres of land adjoining that
of the Charles Mahaffey tract. This same land passed into the
possession of James and Thomas Mahaffey, sons of Charles, in the
year 1835, with all trace of Thomas being lost.

 


There was also noticed on the original
land warrant of Charles, that the adjoining land was owned by one
John, and Guain Mahaffey. Guain was the brother of Charles, who
never married. As for John, all trace of him is also lost. Mary E.
Mahaffey, Mahaffey Family Historian (1914) concluded, that the men
being so closely associated, were all brothers, or cousins later
scattered to some distant county, or state. There was no record of
the birth, marriage, or death of the said Charles, yet Mary knows
that Charles married a Miss Allison, who was also included in the
earlier settlers of that section of the Cumberland, and they were
of the same Irish descent and faith. According to Mary E. Mahaffey,
a maiden sister of the wife of Charles Mahaffey is recalled by one
of his grandsons as being called: "Aunt Sallie Allison."

 


It is suppose that “Charles Mahaffey
was at least 21 years of age when he took title to his land. If so,
he would have been born about 1732, his wife was born about 1746;
died about 1854, dying at the advanced age of 108 years, having
been blind for more than 25 years. A grandson said, I recall
grandmother sitting in an armchair, even though her eyes were
sightless, her fingers ever busy with her knitting needle. " He
also said, "When we would visit her she would call us to her side,
ask which one it was, Billy or Stuart." Aunt Sallie Allison died
with her son Thomas (i.e. reason unknown), with whom she had lived
for many years. Family legend is that they are both buried near
Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

 


Family legend is that the Cumberland
County Mahaffeys come from an old wealthy stock in Northern
Ireland. Preparations were once made for a member of the family to
cross over to the Emerald Isle, and make claim to the awaiting
fortune. But, for some reason the journey was never carried
out.

 


Children of CHARLES and ALLISON
MAHAFIFEY are:

2.i.JAMES A.2 MAHAFFEY, b. August 04,
1793; d. 1870.

3.ii.JOHN MAHAFTEY, b. September 25,
1801; d. November 02, 1854, West Virginia.

4.iii.ANDREW MAHAFFEY, b. January
1835, New York; d. Unknown.

5.iv.REBECCA MAHAFFEY, b.
Unknown.

v.THOMAS MAHAFFEY, b. Unknown; d.
Unknown, Carlisle, Pennsylvania U.S.A.

 



 Chapter 3

Generation No. 2

 


2. JAMES A. MAHAFTEY, son of Charles
and Mary Allison Mahaffey, was born August 4th of 1793. At around
the age of 34, in about 1827, he married Elizabeth Johnston
Wareham. Elizabeth was about 21 years old at the time. She was born
April 6th of 1806.

 


Elizabeth Wareham was of English
parentage. Her grandfather, when immigrating to America, left his
native land with his wife, a small son and daughter. When the
vessel was out at sea for only a few days, the wife died suddenly
and was buried at sea. After landing, the father followed his wife
in death in a very short time, thus leaving the orphan boy and girl
to be reared in the home of strangers. The girl was reared in the
home of the grandfather of James G. Blain. This orphan girl, of
course, was the mother of Elizabeth Johnston Wareham, who married
James A. Mahafifey.

 


James Mahaffey was a farmer, a man
beloved by old and young in the community in which he lived. The
very strict observance of the Presbyterian faith was practiced in
this Mahaffey home. He and his wife worshiped in the old
Presbyterian Church at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. A story which was
told by one of his sons was that when they came home from church he
always found that the Sunday meal would have been prepared the
previous day. Following the meal every one sat down, and read, or
passed the day in a quiet manner. James Mahaffey was a tall,
sparely built man, with small, keen, black eyes; a Whig in
politics, and he was prominent in debating societies which he
enjoyed. A son said, "Father would attend all the debating
societies far and near, and would take us little chaps along. We,
of course, would fall asleep, and fall from the bench in the old
school-house, to the floor. Then he would say, 'Boys, I will never
take you again. But 'never,' never came. One of his expressions,
when addressing a gathering was, 'I wunder,' now I guess you all
wunder!'

 


After 21 years of marriage, Elizabeth
died on November 26th of 1848. James lived on for another 22 years,
and died at the age of 77 in the year 1870.

 


Children of JAMES MAHAFFEY and
ELIZABETH WAREHAM are:

i.JOHN PHILLIP3 MAHAFFEY, b. 1828; d.
Unknown; m. SUSANNAH E. ENSMINGER, Unknown; b. Unknown.

ii.JOHNSTON MAHAFFEY, b.
1828.

iii.MARY ANN MAHAFFEY, b. 1833; d.
Bef. 1865; m. DANIEL ZIEGLER, Unknown; b. Unknown.

iv.THOMAS MAHAFFEY, b.
1835.

v.JAMES ANDREW MAHAFFEY, b. 1838; d.
Unknown; m. MARIA CATHERINE WHITCOMB, Unknown; b.
Unknown.

vi.STUART WAREHAM MAHAFFEY, b. 1841;
d. Unknown; m. (1) SUSANNAH HARBOLD, Unknown; b. Unknown; d.
Unknown; m. (2) MARY TROUP FIRESTONE, Unknown; b.
Unknown.

vii.WILLIAM S. MAHAFFEY, b. 1844; d.
Unknown; m. (1) ELLEN REDIFER, Unknown; b. Unknown; m. (2) MARY
SHADLE, Unknown; b. Unknown.

viii.ADAM MAHAFFEY, b. July 09, 1847;
d. January 07, 1848.

3. JOHN MAHAFFEY, youngest child of
Charles and Mary Allison Mahaffey, was born September 25th of 1801.
Sometime around 1825, when he was about 24 years old, he married
Elizabeth. Elizabeth was about 22 years old at the time, having
been born on March 9th of 1803.

 


John Mahaffey was a farmer. Sometime
after his marriage he moved from his home township to one farther
west in the same county, where he resided for quite a time. Later
he moved to the State of West Virginia.

 


After 29 years of marriage, John died
on November 2nd of 1854. He was 53 years old. Elizabeth lived on
another 27 years, until she died at the age of 78, on August 21st
of 1881.

 


Children of JOHN MAHAFTEY and
ELIZABETH UNKNOWN are:

i.JAMES B.3 MAHAFFEY, b. May 27,
1826.

ii.MARY MAHAFFEY, b. June 25, 1828; d.
Unknown; m. PETER FOREMAN, Unknown; b. Unknown; d.
Unknown.

iii.MARTHA ANN MAHAFFEY, b. May 30,
1830; d. December 29, 1863.

iv.SAMUEL MAHAFFEY, b. October 08,
1832; d. December 29, 1893.

v.REBECCA MAHAFFEY, b. September 05,
1834; d. June 03, 1901.

vi.JOHN A. MAHAFFEY, b. September 30,
1837; d. April 08, 1863.

vii.BETHSHEBA MAHAFFEY, b. August 02,
1841; d. Unknown; m. THEODORE MCCUNE, Unknown; b. Unknown; d.
Unknown.

4. ANDREW MAHAFFEY, son of Charles and
Mary Allison Mahaffey, was born in January of 1835. “He left the
Cumberland Valley sometime in the early period of the last century
(i.e. about 1851); his whereabouts has been entirely lost”,
according to Family Historian Mary E. Mahaffey. “It is known,
however, that he had once [been] located in the state of Ohio, as
letters had been found which had been written by members of his
family to their cousin Mary Ann Zeigler, daughter of Andrew's
brother James A. These letters had been destroyed by the nephew of
Mary Ann Zeigler's husband, when he settled up the estate of his
late uncle, not knowing they would be of any value.” The letters
had been written previous to 1865, at which time the death occurred
of Mary Ann Zeigler, according to Mary E. Mahaffey.

[image: tmp_0234958-ffcb598b-24f9-4a7e-b39b-deee1b6c1e0a_d1F_2C_html_m299d204e.png]

In the United States Census of 1880 we
find the Household Record of Andrew Mahaffy, and his wife Betsa.
According to this 1880 Census they have two children in their
family: Elden and Gertrude. Andrew is listed as being 46 years old,
which is consistent in age with the documentation in the book
“Mahaffey Descendants” written by Family Historian Mary E.
Mahaffey. The census indicates that Andrews “Fathers Birthplace”
was Ireland, and that his “Mothers Birthplace” was also Ireland.
Again, this is consistent with the evidence “and they were of the
same Irish descent” documented by Family Historian Mary E.
Mahaffey. On the line with Son, Elden Mahaffy, the census requests
the “Mother’s Birthplace”, and that is indicated as “Ohio”. Again,
this is consistent with “he had once [been] located in the state of
Ohio” as established by Family Historian Mary E. Mahaffey. It would
appear, however, that Gertrude Mahaffy was a relative of Andrew’s,
since her “Fathers Birthplace” is listed as Canada, and her
“Mothers Birthplace” is listed as Michigan.

 


The direct evidence provided by the
United States Census of 1880 corresponds with the vital information
extracted from the book “Mahaffey Descendants 1600-1914” to
conclude that the Andrew Mahaffy listed in the census would be the
son of Charles and Mary Allison Mahaffey. We cannot 130 to 175
years later prove a relationship beyond any shadow of doubt; and,
we must keep in mind that any decision we make today could be
changed tomorrow by the discovery of a new record. However, there
is high confidence in this identity as being valid.

 


Marriage records confirm that Elden
was born in 1865 in Arcadia, Lapeer County, Michigan. Therefore,
the family moved to this location likely from Ohio sometime prior
to 1865.

It is interesting to note that during
the 1900 census the record indicates that Betsa is now referred to
as Betsie. Andrew and Betsie are enumerated in Michigan District
0034, Dryden Village. When their son Elden married Myrtle in
October of 1923, the marriage information indicated Betsie’s maiden
name: Betsey Eoff.

In the Michigan State Archives where
Michigan Marriage from 1868-1925 are listed we find mentioned that
Elden Mahaffy was born in Arcadia, Lapeer County Michigan in
1865.

Children of ANDREW MAHAFFEY and BETSA
are:

6.i.ELDEN3 MAHAFFEY, b. 1865, Imlay
City, Michigan; d. 1936.

ii.GERTRUDE MAHAFFEY, b. About
1871.

5. REBECCA MAHAFIFEY, the only
daughter of Charles and Allison Mahafifey, married James McClune,
who sometime in the 1840's moved his family to West Virginia, not
far from Martinsburg, where he engaged in farming. A short time
after the Civil War he died, leaving a wife and an only child:
Sarah Allison.

 


Sarah Allison married Jacob Shilling,
and they resided near Darkesville, West Virginia. To this union no
children were born. Sarah is described as being a very large woman,
of a very kind disposition, and a true Irish face.

 


It is interesting to note that
according to the Bureau of Land Management an “Andrew Mahaffy”
purchased on May 1st of 1837, 40 acres of land in Lapeer County of
the Michigan-Toledo Strip. Andrew the son of Charles and Mary would
have been 2 years old at this time of this purchase. Therefore, it
was another Andrew Mahaffy.
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Chapter 4

 Generation No. 3

 


6.ELDEN3 MAHAFFEY (ANDREW2, CHARLES1
MAHAFIFEY) was born in 1865, in Imlay City, Lapeer County,
Michigan. At the age of 21, there in Imlay City, he married Alice
E. Chapin, daughter of Edwin and Alice Chapin. Alice was 22 years
old for her Tuesday wedding held on April 13th in 1886. Alice was
born in March of 1864 in New York.

 


By profession Elden was a School
Teacher for many years. His reputation as being stern with his
students, as well as his grandchildren, has been mentioned in many
family tales. Family legend is, that he also had a loom on which he
made the main components for the manufacturing of rag rugs. This
process recycled otherwise unwanted material into a useful product,
and served as a beneficial source of additional income for his
family.

 


Then, at the age of 59, Alice died in
1923. In the fall of that year, on Monday, October 27th, Elden
married Myrtle Clark. Myrtle was born in 1879, and was 44 years old
on her wedding day. They traveled to Pontiac, Oakland County,
Michigan where they were married by Probate Judge Ross Stockwell.
Witnesses to the marriage were Lizzie S. Stockwell, and Eleanor
Stockwell. According to the marriage record Myrtle was originally
from Fremont, Michigan, and was the daughter of Charles Clark and
Sarah Rogers. At the time of marriage Elden’s occupation was that
of a teacher, and the marriage record indicates that his residence
was in Royal Oak, Michigan. Family legend is that Myrtle was
Elden’s housekeeper, and that originally she may have lived at his
home under a barter agreement: housekeeping, for room and board.
Elden passed away in the year 1936, at the age of 71.

 


Children of ELDEN MAHAFFEY and ALICE
CHAPIN are:

i.MAURICE4 MAHAFFEY, b. September 30,
1887; d. Unknown; Burial is at Dryden, Lapeer County, Michigan; m.
EDNA M. GADDIS CURNUTT, April 10, 1923, Grand Blanc, Genesee
County, Michigan; b. Unknown.

7.ii.PAUL MAHAFFEY, b. April 30, 1890,
North Branch, Lapeer County, Michigan U.S.A.; d. Unknown, in
California.

iii.J. B. MAHAFFEY, b. May 30, 1892,
Dryden Village, Lapeer County, Michigan, U.S.A.; d. April 25, 1943,
Jefferson Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. Burial: at Dryden on
April 29, 1943. Cause of Death: Tuberculosis.

8.iv.FERNIE EUGENIE MAHAFFEY, b. March
25, 1894, Dryden, Lapeer County, Michigan; d. March 12,
1964.

v.RUSSELL MAHAFFEY, b. October 03,
1896, Almont Township, Lapeer County, Michigan U.S.A.; d. January
27, 1975; Burial: Dryden, Lapeer County, Michigan; m. JANE,
Unknown; b. Unknown.

vi.ANDREW P. MAHAFFEY, b. 1903, Dryden
Village, Lapeer County, Michigan, U.S.A.; d. Unknown; Burial:
Dryden, Lapeer County, Michigan; m. HELEN, Unknown; b. Unknown; d.
Unknown.
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Chapter 5

 Generation No. 4

 


7. PAUL4 MAHAFFEY (ELDEN3, ANDREW2,
CHARLES1 MAHAFIFEY) was born Wednesday, April 30, 1890 in North
Branch, Lapeer County, Michigan U.S.A., and died on an unknown date
in California. He married someone named JANET, and they had at
least one child. Unfortunately, additional information is not
available at this time.

Child of PAUL MAHAFFEY and JANET
is:

i.STEVE5 MAHAFFEY, b.
Unknown.

8. FERNIE EUGENIE4 MAHAFFEY (ELDEN3,
ANDREW2, CHARLES1 MAHAFIFEY) was born on Sunday, March 25, 1894 in
Dryden, Lapeer County, Michigan. At the age of 18, she married
George Hiram Jenkinson in July of 1912. George was 21 years old on
his wedding day. He was born July 08, 1891 at Five Lakes, Arcadia
Township, Lapeer County, Michigan, the son of William Jenkinson and
Martha Avis.

 


Fernie, and her husband George, became
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It is
unknown if this particular Church was the “Reformed” church or the
Church that is headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah.

 


After 40 years of marriage, George
died at the age of 61, on Thursday, March 1st of 1952. Fernie lived
another 12 years, and died at the age of 70, on Thursday, March
12th of 1964. Both are buried at the Greenwood Cemetery in Lapeer
County, Michigan.

Children of FERNIE MAHAFFEY and GEORGE
JENKINSON are:

9.i.DONALD GEORGE5 JENKINSON, b. July
01, 1913; d. February 20, 1961.

10.ii.WILLIAM ELDEN JENKINSON, b.
January 21, 1915, Pontiac, Oakland County, Michigan, U.S.A.; d.
July 22, 1996, Waterford, Oakland County. Michigan,
U.S.A.

11.iii.DELOS KENNETH JENKINSON, b.
September 14, 1916; d. April 11, 1986.

12.iv.MAURICE CECIL JENKINSON, b.
December 27, 1918; d. October 06, 1991.

13.v.FLORENCE FERN JENKINSON, b.
October 05, 1920; d. June 24, 1999.

14.vi.ALICE MARTHA JENKINSON, b. May
06, 1924, North Branch Township, Lapeer County, Michigan; d. July
27, 2005, Goodrich, Michigan.
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Chapter
6

 Introduction to Genealogies

At different times various branches of
the Mahaffey family have emigrated from the north of Ireland and
located on this side of the Atlantic. In Maryland at an early date
and in Pennsylvania as early as 1753. From these branches have
sprung a progeny that numbers many thousands, and probably every
state in the Union, as well as Canada, boasts
representatives.

 


The Mahaffeys are of Scotch-Irish
descent, and the early settlers of that name in Pennsylvania
intermarried with such families as the Lindseys, Allisons and
Hamiltons, also Scotch-Irish and born in northern Ireland, and all
mentioned families originally from Scotland.

 


The line of direct descent of those
who settled in this country in the eighteenth century has not been
established in Ireland, owing to the fact that those in the Island
of the name are barren of information, as are those here concerning
the generations who lived early in the eighteenth, and late in the
seventeenth centuries, have been unable to furnish exact data along
that line. Neither has the exact connection between the different
branches of the family in this country been established, as
apparently no records were kept by the first generation locating
here.

 


After a great deal of research the
conclusion has been reached that all those families, both in
Ireland and America, who sprang from stock in Northern Ireland, and
of protestant faith, are of one blood; and could the lines be
traced far enough, would merge into one common ancestor.
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