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INTRODUCTION
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In the sleepy suburb of Willow Grove, ten-year-old Robert Sullivan grappled with the haunting loss of his father just months before. A once vivacious child, he had become sullen and withdrawn, seeking solace only in solitary walks through the town's aging park. It was on one such overcast afternoon that fate intervened - as Robert rested upon a decaying bench, he noticed a scraggly mutt taking shelter beneath it from the misty rain. Though skittish at first, the dog's soulful eyes betrayed a gentle spirit. Robert coaxed it out with the last bits of a stale roll, and an instantaneous bond was forged. He named his new companion Ruff.

––––––––
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To Robert's delight, his mother Marion agreed to let the stray stay, sensing her son needed the companionship to heal his grieving heart. That first night, as young Robert drifted between dreams, he was startled by movement in his shadowy bedroom. There, seated upright beside his bed, was Ruff - staring intently. Then, an unearthly rumbling emanated from the dog's throat, slowly resolving into hauntingly familiar tones: "Robert...it's me." The voice was unmistakable - that of his late father, Patrick. Ruff had taken on his father's spirit.

––––––––
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Though initially overjoyed at this miraculous reunion, Robert's elation soon twisted into dread as Ruff/Patrick began revealing disturbing insights into the circumstances surrounding his untimely death. It seemed Patrick's demise was no accident, but rather a meticulously orchestrated murder at the hands of someone they trusted. Cryptic clues materialized, pointing to their family lawyer, Simon Grimes - a man who had been their father's closest friend since childhood. Grimes had been acting erratic since Patrick's passing, fueling Robert and Marion's suspicions. 
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