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Kristene was tearing through the spread that had been laid out for the wedding rehearsal. She pined for this to be the actual wedding because there would be much more than this pathetic offering. She didn't bother looking for her friend and went straight for the table that was jammed packed with various pre-packaged items. It was mostly store-bought food with a few prepared dishes. Factually, it was enough to feed the twenty or so people attending, but for her, it was a pittance to give to her massive belly. She had been eating non stop since it began. For three weeks, she packed anything edible—and non-edible—into her rapidly developing body.

There was no amount that could quell her never-ending appetite. At first, it was like she couldn't control herself. The parasites inside her kept sending the urge to eat everything in sight. She tried to mentally fight it, but her mind wouldn't relent. She felt like she was in the back seat, and then something changed. It occurred the afternoon Kellie pulled that larva out of her navel. That's when she knew something bigger was happening, rather than some week-long food poisoning. After she went home following the horrifying experience, she let her brain recalibrate the scheme she had been trying to pull off.

Originally, the plan was simple. She would slowly collect the data of Kellie's project and then present it as her own. There were a few hoops she would have to jump through, but it was completely feasible. After all of the reports were compiled, she would schedule a peer review a week before hers, and subsequently, make Stewart look extremely foolish. The fallout would have been outstanding. Kellie would surely lose her position, and she had planned to put the cherry on top by revealing what her grandad did to her uncle. It would ensure she would never appear in the public light again, and hopefully inflict some type of damage to her father's company.

That all took a turn when she discovered there were parasites inside her. To this day, she wasn't certain if Kellie had put them inside her or not. It didn't matter in the long run. All it did was bolster the level of control she had over the situation, which was total. The leverage was everything she needed. She was a little surprised that Stewart relented so easily. Then again, what was she going to do? She had no choice but to stand back, and let it happen. She enjoyed having this kind of power over the person she hated the most.

Following an evening of cleaning out her special Orson creme cakes, she made a few demands. The first one was that she would pay for anything she requested. That ranged from new clothes, accessories, and very lengthy grocery lists. The last-mentioned had become a daily task. The other stipulation was that she moved in with Kellie. She lived in a rough neighborhood. The starting salary she made was not enough to afford a nicer place. She was paying off her student loans, and it ate up most of her paycheck. She had stalked her townhouse many times, jealous that she could afford something close to a house despite being only a year into her current job.

As assumed, she would later learn she had a corpulent trust fund, and it numbered near eight-figures. It fueled the constant binge she was on, imagining her bank account depleting as she ate the dollars away. Soon, that feeling ran its trajectory and altered into her present-day mentality. As her stomach expanded, she found herself taking pleasure with the appearance it gave her. It made her feel she was more than some poor girl from Missouri. A week ago, Kellie affirmed that by telling her she was actually benefiting from the parasites greatly.

She thought it was a lie, but the image on the ultrasound confirmed the unexpected reality. It shouldn't even be possible. Kellie's parasites had evolved its symbiotic relationship from parasitism to mutualism. It wasn't unheard of, but it had not been observed in many research settings. At best, it was still a theory. There was a study from Yale that looked into this and concluded it can happen. Still, there wasn't a scientific explanation for it. What made her case special was the unique way it operated. Kellie informed her the change into mutualism happened two weeks ago when the parasites had grown to a point where her stomach wasn't a proper holding place for them.
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