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For the girls who refused to settle
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Four brothers determined to restore their family’s glory... Four women destined to tame the Lions of the Black Isle... Four brand-new Highland tales from USA Today and bestselling authors Sue-Ellen Welfonder and Tarah Scott.

Chapter One

What woman on her wedding day sees a man for who he truly is? 

Fiona Grant stared at the floor as her father led her up the narrow chapel aisle past the guests and halted at the altar, where Liam Munro stood before the priest who would bind them as man and wife for eternity. Her pulse quickened. If not for the conflict that had broken out between the Munros and the Patersons three years ago, she probably never would have met Liam. But his father made peace with her father after a five-year cattle grazing dispute and proposed an alliance that brought the Patersons to their knees. 

Liam’s offer of marriage three months past had shocked her, for her foolish heart had leapt at the possibility that he had fallen in love with her upon that first meeting, as she had him. Of course, he hadn’t. As a man, Liam Munro could have his choice of women—and no doubt had. As a Lion of the Black Isle, he needed a well-dowered bride to fill the family’s depleted coffers. 

Fiona hazarded a covert glance at Liam, and suddenly wished she had met with him a month ago as he’d requested. She’d feared if he guessed her feelings, he would withdraw his offer. After all, what need had a lion for the love of a convenient bride? She, however, was ashamed to admit that she would take Liam Munro on any terms. Now, that lion stood beside her at the altar. Mary, mother of God, give her strength. 

Her father kissed her cheek. “Courage, child,” he whispered in her ear, and left her standing with her betrothed. 

The priest began the benediction, nodding solemnly as they grasped hands. He looked past her, into the candlelit chapel and spoke in his deep, carrying voice. Moments later, he pronounced them man and wife.

Liam shifted and Fiona started when he grasped her shoulders and turned her toward him. She lifted her gaze to his face. Shock reverberated through her. She hadn’t expected love, but neither had she expected the cold mask that stared down at her. He bent and brushed his lips across hers. Except for the warmth of his mouth, she discerned no other indication that he was made of flesh and blood. 
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